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For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, 
that it will sprout again, and that the tender 

branch thereof will not cease.
Job 14:7  
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Two Armies

The new man in every believer is formed by God 
and inseparably united to Christ. We are ‘created in 
righteousness and true holiness’. The new man is a 

perfect work of grace whereby the Holy Ghost in regeneration 
makes all things new. He quickens, converts and creates a 
new heart and spirit in those born again. It is a transformative 
change. The old man represents the corruption of our fallen 
state in Adam. The new man is our new, holy state in Christ.

Mankind is totally passive in this new work of creation. The 
Lord tells us, ‘I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and 
I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion’. Paul 
adds, ‘So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, 
but of God that sheweth mercy’ (Romans 9:16). Putting off the 
old man, and putting on the new man, is not man’s work, but 
God’s. We are as surely passive in the act of regeneration and 
the new creation, as in our natural birth and original creation.

The new creation does not mean the old man is dead and 
gone. He is dying but not dead. He is crucified but not yet 
buried. For the duration of the time between a believer’s new 
birth and physical death the old man and the new man co-exist 
within. We have an old nature and a new nature. There is no 
end of the old man until death. He does not improve or reform. 
He may alter his strategies and disguise his tactics to conceal 
his more flagrant excesses but he is the same old man of sin, 
wholly evil and totally depraved. 

It is important to distinguish the old man; unrepentant and 
unchanged, and the new man which is Christ in us, holy and 
undefiled. Peter calls this, ‘the hidden man of the heart’ which 
is not corruptible (1 Peter 3:4). We feel our sin in the old man, 
yet we believe by faith that we are righteous in the new man; 
pure and perfect in Christ to whom we are now joined. This is 
our actual standing before God. In the new man we are justified 
and sanctified to the fullest extent possible in and by the Lord 
Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 1:30). 

The old man and the new man strive together in every 
believer like two armies. ‘The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and 
the Spirit against the flesh’, says Paul, ‘and these are contrary 
the one to the other’. The experience of the children of God in 
this world is one of contention between the flesh and the Spirit 
of Christ in our soul. We are upheld only by grace. We are 
strengthened and kept only through Christ.

The Lord’s people continue to feel the ravages of sin in this 
body yet we are ‘sealed unto the day of redemption’. Satan will 
always desire to disturb our peace and steal our joy but faith 
brings us peace and our joy is complete through our unbreakable 
union with Christ who is, in us, the hope of glory.
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Everything in Christ is precious. He is precious in 
His Person. Every feature of Him is lovely. He 

is precious in His offices, precious in His character, 
precious in His relations; yea, there is nothing in Him 
but what is precious; for He is altogether lovely, and 
the chiefest among ten thousand. And what would 
be alarming and distressing in others, becomes 
lovely in Him. His cross and reproaches for His sake, 
how trying and painful soever to flesh and blood, are 
on His account, not only endurable, but productive 
of holy joy. And Jesus is this in all that belongs to 
Him, and in all circumstances connected with Him, 
for as He is in Himself the first fair, the first beautiful; 
the first lovely; so He communicates loveliness to 
all that are united to Him; neither is there anything 
lovely or amiable but what is derived from Him. 

Robert Hawker

He Is Altogether Lovely
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DISCOVERING CHRIST IN PHILIPPIANS

Three Faithful 
Servants Of God

This passage speaks of three faithful 
servants of God: Paul, Timothy, and 
Epaphroditus. These three men are 

examples of what every preacher should be. 
Before we look at these three men, but using 
them as examples, I want to give you some 
characteristics of every faithful minister. 
	 There is in our day an almost universal 
contempt for preachers. Far too often, even 
in those places where God has blessed a 
congregation with a faithful pastor, there is a 
disdain for the preacher and the work of the 
ministry. This ought not to be. We dare not make 
too little of the office and position which God’s 
servant holds. He is God’s servant. 
	 The highest office in the world is to be a 
preacher of the gospel. I want to do what I can 
to magnify my office in my generation. The most 
demanding work in all the world is to be a faithful 
pastor. And a faithful pastor should receive the 
highest honour and respect in all the world. 
	 The preacher is just a man, but he is God’s 
man. If he is truly God’s servant, he is God’s 
voice, God’s spokesman, God’s representative 
to His people. He should be treated and 
received as such.
	 The Apostle Paul tells us plainly what the 
qualifications are for those who are set apart 
for the work of the gospel ministry (1 Timothy 
3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9). A pastor must be a man who 
believes and preaches the gospel of Christ. No 
man has any business in the pulpit who does 
not believe and preach the gospel of God’s free, 
sovereign, and effectual grace in Christ. 	

Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service 
of your faith, I joy, and rejoice with you all. For the 
same cause also do ye joy, and rejoice with me. But I 
trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus shortly unto 
you, that I also may be of good comfort, when I know 
your state … Him therefore I hope to send presently, 
so soon as I shall see how it will go with me. But I trust 
in the Lord that I myself shall come shortly. Yet, I sup-
posed it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my 
brother, and companion in labour, and fellowsoldier, 
but your messenger, and he that ministered to my 
wants … Because for the work of Christ he was nigh 
unto death, not regarding his life, to supply your lack 
of service toward me.

(Philippians 2:17-30)
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	 A pastor must be a man who is gifted for 
the work of the ministry. There are many who 
desire to preach the gospel who are not gifted 
to preach the gospel. There are many who go 
into the ministry, for one reason or another, who 
have no gifts for the work. But you may be sure 
of this, if a man is called of God to preach the 
gospel, he will be gifted by God for the work 
of preaching the gospel. He must have a clear 
understanding of gospel truth. He must be able 
to communicate divine truth in simple language 
and clear terms.
	 A pastor must be a man who has proven his 
commitment to the glory of Christ, his concern 
for the people of God, and his faithfulness to the 
gospel (Acts 15:26). A novice should never be 
given the responsibility of the gospel ministry (1 
Timothy 3:6). We do not need ‘preacher boys’ in 
our pulpits. We must have men of experience, 
men who have proven themselves to be fit for 
the work.
	 If a man in the congregation is not known 
to be a man of faithfulness, dependability, and 
reliability, he has no business in the ministry. 
Someone might say, ‘But where does a man get 
the experience that will prove his faithfulness?’ 
He will prove himself in his church life, in his 
home life, and doing his job. A pastor must be 
a man who is reputable and influential. Paul 
said, he must be a man of ‘good report of them 
which are without’ (1 Timothy 3:7). He must be 
a man who rules his own house well, a man 
who is sober minded. He must be a man who 
is generous and given to hospitality. He must 
be a man who is not selfish and greedy.

What is the work of the gospel ministry?
I want you to know something of the work and 
burden of the gospel ministry. In order for you 
to pray for your pastor, support him, and assist 
him in the work of the gospel, you need to 
understand what that work involves.
	 The Word of God clearly defines the work 
of God’s servants. God’s servants, all of God’s 
servants, are preachers! First and foremost, 
a pastor must be a preacher. If a man gives 
himself wholeheartedly to the work of preaching 
the gospel, he will have time for very little else 
(1 Timothy 4:12-16; 2 Timothy 2:15; 4:1-5). 
	 The work of the gospel ministry, the whole 
work of the gospel ministry, is preaching the 
gospel of Christ. That work demands all of my 
time, all of my care, and all of my attention. 
God’s servant must give himself relentlessly to 
the public proclamation of the gospel, at home 
and abroad, as God opens the door. 

	 Every faithful pastor is a diligent student of 
Holy Scripture, and he must be a man of prayer. 
A pastor must use his pen as well as his mouth 
in the proclamation of the gospel. Often that 
which is written has a far wider audience and 
a far more lasting impact upon men than that 
which is spoken.

What is the responsibility of God’s people 
to God’s preachers?
The greatest blessing which God can give to 
any church, or congregation of believers, is 
a man who faithfully preaches the gospel of 
Christ. The greatest curse which God can bring 
upon any people is for Him to silence the voice 
of His servant.
	 You are to receive God’s servant as God’s 
messenger to you (v. 29). You are to honour 
those who preach the gospel for their work’s 
sake (1 Thessalonians 5:12, 13). You are to 
submit yourselves to those whom God places 
over you (Hebrews 13:7, 17), and obey the word 
of God which they preach to you. A pastor must 
lead the people of God by example as well as 
by speech, and you are to follow the example 
of faith they set before you. 
	 Working together, a pastor who is faithful to 
the gospel of Christ and people who are faithful 
to God’s servant can accomplish much for the 
glory of Christ.
	 Now, let us consider those three faithful 
servants of God in our text, as I point out certain 
characteristics which they exemplify. 

Paul, the self-sacrificing apostle
In all things, Paul proved himself faithful. He was 
an example to all believers in this world and to 
all who preach the gospel. Paul was a rare man 
indeed. There were many things which set him 
apart from other men. But, as I read the life and 
letters of this great man, I see four things which 
stand out as characteristics I desire to imitate.
	 First, Paul was a man of unbending faith. He 
believed God. He trusted Christ and followed 
Christ. Never once after his conversion do we 
see Paul acting in a manner contrary to faith 
in Christ. He lived by faith in Christ. He walked 
by faith in Christ. He died by faith in Christ (2 
Timothy 1:12). Paul was every inch a man; and 
he was a man of faith.
	 Second, Paul was a man of self-sacrificing, 
self-denying devotion to the gospel of Christ 
(Acts 20:24). Paul lived to preach the gospel. 
The gospel of Christ was his meat and drink. 
Everything he was and everything he had was 
devoted to the gospel. 
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Paul is in prison and awaiting death in Rome. He 
writes to caring friends; encouraging, advising and 
admonishing them in such matters as are truly important 
in life such as joy, patience, contentment and faith in 
Jesus Christ.

	 Any family relation or any friendship he had 
which might hinder his service to Christ was 
immediately broken off and disregarded.
	 His life was a perpetual sacrifice to the 
gospel of Christ. It seems almost natural that 
such a man as this should die for preaching the 
gospel. He was faithful unto death (2 Timothy 
4:6-8).
	 Third, Paul was a man of unquestioning 
submission to the will of God. He went where 
he went, did what he did, said what he said, 
and suffered what he suffered in quiet, patient 
submission to the will of God. He committed 
himself to the will of God (Philippians 4:11).
	 Fourth, Paul was a man of unrelenting love 
for the people of God. As our Lord loved the 
church and gave Himself for it, Paul loved the 
church and gave himself to it. Even in prison at 
Rome, awaiting the executioner, his concern 
was for the welfare of God’s elect (v. 19).

Timothy, the faithful preacher
Timothy and Paul had a very close relationship 
with one another. They were very dear friends. 
But more importantly, they were companions in 
the work of the gospel.
	 Timothy had demonstrated a genuine 
interest in and love for the people of God (v. 20). 
Unlike many, even in his day, Timothy was not 
seeking personal gain by the ministry. He did not 
seek a name for himself, a place for himself, or 
earthly riches for himself. His heart’s concern 
was for the welfare of God’s elect.
	 It is a sad fact that in every age the church of 
Christ has been plagued with men who preach 

for profit (v. 21), compare, for example, Ezekiel 
34:1-6. Timothy had proven his faithfulness to 
the gospel and the sincerity of his motives by 
his loyal service with Paul (v. 22). 
	 There are few men like Timothy. He sought 
nothing for himself. He was like Elisha with 
Elijah, content to serve God’s prophet. He was 
a preacher, called and gifted of God but he did 
not thrust himself into the work. He waited for 
God’s time and God’s place.
	 He faithfully served the Lord in the place 
where God put him. It was best for the gospel’s 
sake, for the people of God, and for the glory of 
Christ for Timothy to serve in the background 
for many years; that is what was best and he 
did it with patience.
	 In God’s time, the care of the churches 
was placed upon Timothy’s shoulders. When 
the time came for Timothy to assume greater 
responsibilities, he was ready. His faithfulness 
in less noticeable matters had prepared him for 
faithfulness in greater concerns.

Epaphroditus, the loving pastor
Here Paul is commending Epaphroditus as 
the loving pastor he was. He was inspiring the 
Philippians to love their pastor, because he was 
worthy of their love. He was inspiring them to 
receive him and honour him, because he was 
worthy of their honour.
	 Epaphroditus was God’s messenger to 
his people at Philippi (v. 25). Epaphroditus 
genuinely loved the people to whom he 
ministered (v. 26). His care was not for himself, 
but for the Lord’s people.
	 Epaphroditus faithfully gave himself to the 
work of the gospel, even when his own health 
was in danger (v. 30).
	 Paul had his place, Timothy had his place, 
and Epaphroditus had his place. Paul was more 
famous than Timothy. Epaphroditus was not so 
well-known as either Timothy or Paul. Yet, there 
was no jealousy between them. They were not 
in competition with one another. They were 
brethren, companions, fellow labourers in the 
gospel. Each one was faithful in the place where 
God had put him.
	 Let each of us be faithful in the place where 
the Lord has put us. We cannot place too much 
importance upon the value of God’s servants 
to His church. Faithful gospel preachers are to 
be received by us and treated with honour and 
respect due their office. Let us faithfully labour 
together in our generation for the glory of Christ, 
for the furtherance of the gospel, and for the 
increase of His kingdom.



7NEW FOCUS  PRINTABLE EDITION APRIL 2025

JOSEPH HART

Come, all ye chosen saints of God,
That long to feel the cleansing blood,
In pensive pleasure join with me,

To sing of sad Gethsemane.

Gethsemane, the olive press!
(And why so called, let Christians guess;)
Fit name! fit place! where vengeance strove,
And griped and grappled hard with love.

’Twas here the Lord of life appeared,
And sighed, and groaned, and prayed, and
Bore all incarnate God could bear,        [feared;
With strength enough, and none to spare.

The powers of hell united pressed,
And squeezed His heart and bruised His breast;
What dreadful conflicts raged within,
When sweat and blood forced through the skin!

Dispatched from heaven an angel stood,
Amazed to find Him bathed in blood;
Adored by angels, and obeyed,
But lower now than angels made.

He stood to strengthen, not to fight;
Justice exacts its utmost mite,
This Victim vengeance will pursue;
He undertook, and must go through.

Three favoured servants, left not far,
Were bid to wait and watch the war;
But Christ withdrawn, what watch we keep!
To shun the sight, they sank in sleep.

Christ’s Passion
Matthew 26. 36-46; Mark 14. 32-41

Backwards and forwards thrice He ran,
As if He sought some help from man;
Or wished, at least, they would condole
(’Twas all they could) His tortured soul.

Whate’er He sought for, there was none;
Our Captain fought the field alone;
Soon as the Chief to battle led,
That moment every soldier fled.

Mysterious conflict! dark disguise!
Hid from all creatures’ peering eyes;
Angels, astonished, viewed the scene;
And wonder yet what all could mean.

O Mount of Olives, sacred grove!
O Garden, scene of tragic love!
What bitter herbs thy beds produce!
How rank their scent, how harsh their juice!

Rare virtues now these herbs contain;
The Saviour sucked out all their bane;
My mouth with these if conscience cram,
I’ll eat them with the paschal Lamb.

O Kedron, gloomy brook, how foul
Thy black, polluted waters roll!
No tongue can tell, but some can taste,
The filth that into thee was cast.

In Eden’s garden there was food
Of every kind for man while good;
But banished thence we fly to thee,
O garden of Gethsemane.
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There is much said about a gospel 
call these days. Some speak of an 
efficacious call and others talk of an 

external call and yet others refer to a well-
meant call. There are some, too, who believe 
in calling sinners to exercise their duty to God 
and accept His call, thus making it efficacious. 
Some, such as myself, believe in a general 
call which comes as a savour of life to some 
and a savour of death to others according to 
their position regarding the Covenant of Grace 
drawn up between the Father and the Son. 

This brings condemnation for some and 
deliverance for others.
More and more preachers today are 
emphasising human abilities to accept God’s 
call, so what the Bible teaches on the matter 
is apparently of little importance to them. After 
being in Christ for a year short of seventy, I 
sadly feel that many of our pastors, preachers 
and evangelists have no idea whatsoever of 
what God’s call to sinners is.

What do the Scriptures say about all this?
Well, the word mostly used for a call in 
Scripture, including the Greek Old Testament 
(LXX) is kaleō, which basically means to call 
into one’s presence or invite someone to do 
something such as partake of the gospel.
	 Here, we must ask, Who is calling whom. 
Romans 8:26-32 tells us that it is God only who 
does the calling and inviting and the call is to 
those who love God and are thus predestined 
to be conformed to the image of His Son. But 
who are these predestined lovers of God who 
are re-created in the image of Christ? We 
read in verses 26 and 27 that the predestined 
by God are those in whom the Spirit dwells 
making intercession for them even to the 
point of ‘groanings which cannot be uttered’. I 
understand this as saying that the Spirit works 
in God’s elect bringing them to conversion. 
I take this also to mean that the pleas of the 
Spirit for the sinner in whom He dwells are 

just too strong for words. What language can 
express true love? It is something known and 
felt. It is this pleading of the Spirit which makes 
us sensible of our sins, a thing we would not 
notice of ourselves.         
	 Today’s scoffers in the evangelical fold, 
tell us that people made sensible of their sins 
are the already saved so we who preach the 
full gospel do so only to Christians. I cannot 
follow such theorising. Indeed, one brother, 
now in glory, told me that I only preached to 
the saved, seemingly because I preached too 
much of the gospel. He, for instance, refused 
to preach predestination which I found a 
comforting doctrine, and very much part of 
my Christian testimony. My brother, however, 
had cut out God’s choosing of a people for 
Himself from his gospel and called me publicly 
an ignoramus for believing otherwise. This 
brother explained why He kept the gracious 
acts of God out of his gospel in a magazine 
called Reformation Today in which he argued 
that election and predestination were part of 
God’s secret will but not of His revealed will. 
He further added that as God had not revealed 
His secret will, we should not meddle with 
thinking how God’s will works because nobody 
knew God’s secrets.  
	 Paul is certainly not of this notion and 
tells us that the Spirit’s work is to draw us to 
Christ through the gospel call which includes 
election, predestination, justification and 
glorification. Fancy preaching a gospel without 
these demonstrations of it!  Paul tells us that 
this electing, justifying, glorifying call of grace 
through the gospel is the work of the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. It comes to every man 
who hears the true gospel and some are given 
to accept it and some are not.
	 Our critics get round this self-set problem 
by claiming that God has two different, 
contradictory, wills on the matter: what our 
Lord God in Christ, moved by the Spirit’s 
intersession, wants to do and what God wills 
to do. What God allegedly wants they see 

God’s Call to Sinners

GEORGE M. ELLA
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Mary Magdalene

Notice the distinguishing mercy of the Lord Jesus 
manifested to this poor sinner. She was the first, 
we are told, that had the honour and holy joy 

afforded her, to have an interview with Christ after He 
arose from the dead (Mark 16:9). It was not Peter, nor 
James, nor John, no, nor any of the whole college of 
the apostles, to whom Jesus first shewed Himself. A 
woman is marked out for this peculiar privilege, yea, 
and such a woman as one might have supposed would 
have been not the first upon the occasion; for we are 
told, that Jesus had cast out of her seven devils. And 
what is more remarkable, the Holy Ghost is particular 
to tell the church this, in the same moment He speaks 
of the mercy; for so the sweet and gracious words run. 
‘Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the 
week, he appeared first to Mary, Magdalene, out of 
whom he cast seven devils.’ Did the kind compassion-
ate, Lord mean to say by this condescending act of 
grace, that there He will be most gracious where Satan 
hath been most, cruel? Did He thereby mean to inti-
mate to all His disciples, that the poor lamb of His fold 
shall have the softest lying down in his bosom, whom 
the prowling wolf hath most torn and worried with his 
claws? Oh! that every deeply-exercised follower of 
the Lord Jesus would frequently think of this; and, as 
often as this Magdalene riseth to their recollection, 
would behold the Lord Jesus in this unequalled act of 
mercy, that “where sin abounded, grace doth much 
more abound; that as sin hath reigned unto death, so 
might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal 
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 5:21).

Robert Hawker

described in their so-called general call and 
what God wills is described in what they 
call the efficacious call. In other words, they 
argue that God has a split personality. What 
a blasphemous insult this is, and unworthy of 
any acceptance.
	 Quite contrary to this, Paul gives us in 
Romans Chapter 8 the whole gospel, which 
is what God wants, wills and does. Here 
God shows His unity in His triune work, quite 
free of fallen human fantasies, theories and 
speculations.  In the Old Testament, Moses tells 
us that God will call out a Holy Goi or Nation 
(Exodus 19:6) and this is confirmed by the 
Apostle Peter (1 Peter 2:9). Paul, in Romans 
8, shows us how He does it. In Chapter 9:11, 
Paul adds adamantly that the election of such 
a People of God, is not according to that 
people’s works but according to that people’s 
calling. Cut out God’s personal call and you cut 
out the gospel. God is as true as His Word. 
He does not say to us that He merely wants 
to save a Bride for His Son, or that He merely 
wills it, but He tells us that He does it.
	 Now I know that big-business evangelical 
and Reformed publishing houses are pouring 
out bad books which deny the effectual calling 
of God. Good theological books do not sell as 
well. Fancy titillates more than faith for many. 
Who likes to be reminded he is a sinner unless 
God in Christ and in the Spirit intervenes? 
Such people want a say in their own salvation. 
It is what they might want but salvation is of 
God alone. His call is that we who are heavy-
laden should come to Him for rest. This is the 
promised work of Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
and the only promise that truly works.

What alternative to God’s calling do our 
gospel-less critics offer us?
They speak of a general call which encloses 
a free, well-meant offer to all who are willing 
to exercise faith whether produced by duty or 
will. When the sinner exercises such faith, he 
is pronounced saved. I remember preaching in 
Foster Square, Bradford whilst still in my teens, 
backed by my old school mate Tom Edmonson 
who was in Christ before me. Of course, my 
message was the gospel of salvation. I was 
constantly interrupted by the drunken cry of a 
man. He kept saying that he had been ‘saved’ 
five times but it had not helped him. I learnt 
that his salvation had been his duty-faith 
acceptance of the pseudo-gospel preached by 
Fullerite and Free-Willer followers. As we have 
seen; greatly do they err.
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Joseph Hart, the hymn-writer, ‘dear Hart’, 
‘that dear man of God’, as his devoted 
admirers lovingly styled him (and admirers 

more devoted never man had), was born in 
London about 1712. His parents, who were 
gracious and stedfast Calvinists, worshipped at 
some Independent meeting in the city, and they 
endeavoured both by example and precept to 
bring up their son in the fear of God.
	 ‘I imbibed’, says Hart, ‘the sound doctrines 
of the gospel from my infancy; nor was I without 
touches of heart, checks of conscience, and 
meltings of affections, by the secret striving of 
God’s Spirit with me while very young; but the 
impressions were not deep, nor the influences 
lasting’.
	 He was a warm-hearted, self-reliant, highly-
strung, ambitious lad; his parents gave him 
a sound education; and he applied himself 
assiduously to his studies, especially French, 
Latin, Greek and Hebrew, in all of which he 
became proficient. He was neat and methodical 
in his habits. A devotee to literature, he may any 
day be seen bending over the dingy bookstalls 
of Moorfields. He read with relish most of the 
great English writers, but his master bias was 
for the literatures of Greece and Rome; and 
after leaving school he became a teacher of 
the classics, though where or whom he taught 
has not transpired. That he was a practical, 
enthusiastic, and successful teacher is clear 
from the notes to his translation of Phocylides, in 
which he explains how it was that in those days 
so many lads made but indifferent progress 
in their classical studies. The reason is, he 
says, because the teachers themselves study 
their subjects only perfunctorily; consequently, 
instead of carrying their pupils, as they should, 
into the very presence of an ancient author, they 
leave them to stagger about as best they can 
‘under a load of indigestible rules’. He laid down 
that, as with other temples so with the classics, 
it is love alone that unlocks.
	 Soon after reaching the age of 21, he began 
to be under serious concern respecting his 
eternal state. He says, ‘the spirit of bondage 
distressed me sore though I endeavoured 
to commend myself to God’s favour by 
amendment of life, virtuous resolutions, moral 

rectitude, under strict attendance on religious 
ordinances. I strove to subdue my flesh by 
fasting and mortification, and other rigorous 
acts of penance; and whenever I was captivated 
by its lusts I endeavoured to reconcile myself 
again to God by sorrow for my faults, which, 
if attended with tears, I hoped would pass as 
current coin with heaven.’ From his boyhood he 
had aspired to authorship, and these spiritual 
conflicts – victories alternating with defeats – 
had the effect of leading him to express his 
thoughts in verse, but all his early poems are 
lost, with the exception of a few lines which 
many years afterwards he thought good enough 
to be incorporated in some of his hymns. His 
religion, however, proved to be only superficial. 
Possessor of rare natural talents, he was a 
welcome guest in gilded and convivial circles; 
and the public garden, the play-house, and the 
tavern where his habitual resorts. ‘He wasted his 
substance.’ The name given to him by William 
Shrubsole – Mr Hearty – was probably the one 
bestowed on him by his worthless companions. 
He was indeed hearty in the devil’s service. If 
he broke with these companions, as now and 
again happened, it was only to return with 
impetuosity, after a brief interval, to his old and 
vicious courses. ‘In this uneasy restless round 
of sinning and repenting, working and dreading’, 
he says, ‘I went on for above seven years, when, 
a great domestic affliction befalling me (in which 
I was a moderate sufferer, but a monstrous 
sinner), I began to sink deeper and deeper into 
conviction of my nature’s evil, the wickedness 
of my life, the shallowness of my Christianity, 
and the blindness of my devotions. Long after, 
recalling those days, he likened himself to an 
insensate mariner, who ‘sees yet strikes the 
shelf’; and in one of the most agonising cries 
that ever poet uttered, he exclaims, referring to 
the Lord Jesus, 

I broke His law, and (worse than that),
Alas! I broke His heart.

	 While Hart’s mind was in this deplorable 
condition, while the sores of sin were corroding 
his soul, and while he was ‘reckoning trash 
for treasure’, the country was being feverishly 

Part 1: Childhood, Youth And Early Manhood

The Life Of Joseph Hart
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agitated by the magnetic preaching of Whitfield 
and Wesley; and Hart, who notwithstanding 
the looseness of his life, still called himself a 
Calvinist, followed the career of Whitfield, first 
with curiosity and afterwards with passionate 
enthusiasm.
	 In August, 1739, Whitfield who since the 
preceding April had preached regularly in 
Moorfields set sail for America, his main object 
being the establishment of an orphanage 
for the benefit of the colony of Georgia. One 
evening in the following November, Wesley, 
who for long had been diverging doctrinally 
from Whitefield, preached at Bristol a sermon 
from Romans 8, in which he declared himself an 
unhesitating believer in perfection and universal 
redemption, speaking pointedly against the 
Calvinistic position, and against election and 
predestination in particular. The sermon was 
afterwards published with the title of ‘Free 
Grace’, and it fell like a thunderbolt upon the 
religious world. The line of argument alone 
would have had the effect of exciting to fever 
heat those who had ranged themselves on 
the Calvinistic side; but the title which Wesley 
had tacked to his sermon acted like oil to the 
furnace. On receiving a copy, Whitefield, who 
insisted that the doctrine of election had been 
taught him of God, wrote at once to Wesley 
a letter, every line of which bubbles with 
indignation. It is dated 24th December, 1740 
and runs:
	 Reverend and very dear brother, – God 
only knows what unspeakable sorrow of heart 
I have felt on your account since I left England 
last. Whether it be my infirmity or not, I frankly 
confess that Jonah could not go with more 
reluctance against Ninevah than I now take pen 
in hand to write against you … For some time 
before, and especially since my last departure 
from England, both in public and private, 
by preaching and printing, you have been 
propagating the doctrine of universal redemption 
… Dear, dear sir, oh, be not offended … Down 
with your carnal reasoning. Be a little child. And 
then, instead of pawning your salvation, as you 
have done in the late hymn-book, if the doctrine 
of Universal Redemption be not true; instead of 
talking of sinless perfection, as you have done 
in the preface to that hymn-book, and making 
man’s salvation dependent on his own free will, 
as you have in this sermon, you will compose 
a hymn in praise of sovereign, distinguishing 
love.’
	 Such is the substance of this epoch-making 
letter. It is the conspicuous white way-post with 

unmistakable finger, erected at the angle where 
the great evangelical high road suddenly and 
unexpectedly splits.  This letter was afterwards 
printed, and hundreds of copies were handed 
to Wesley’s people, both at the door of his 
preaching place in Moorfields – The Foundry 
– and inside the building. Having procured 
one, Wesley, who believed it had been printed 
without Whitefield’s leave, gave an account of 
its origin, concluding his remarks with, ‘I will do 
just what I believe Mr Whitfield would were he 
here himself’, and then he tore it in pieces before 
the congregation. ‘Everyone who received it’, 
he says, ‘did the same, so that in two minutes 
there was not a whole copy left’.
	 When Whitfield landed again in England, on 
the 11th March, 1741, it was to declare that he 
could no longer work with Wesley. However, 
they were kept from anathematising each other, 
though there were at times ominous rumblings, 
and each persevered in the course that seemed 
best to him. 
	 But if Whitfield refrained from attacking 
Wesley, others who disapproved of the Bristol 
sermon trenchantly assailed it both by lip and 
pen, the most uncompromising being Joseph 
Hart, who issued in 1741 a caustic and powerful 
pamphlet entitled, The Unreasonableness of 
Religion, being Remarks and Animadversions 
on Mr John Wesley’s Sermon on Romans 
8:32’. Gifted, acrimonious, hasty to proclaim 
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his opinions – sound or unsound; not altogether 
pleasing in his manner, even when in the right; 
impatient to flesh his sword, Hart rushed upon 
Wesley with a confident and exalting ‘Ha! Ha!’ 
‘It is a truth’ he commences, ‘of singular use and 
solid comfort to those whose understandings 
are enlightened by the Spirit of God to perceive 
it, that religion and reason are not only widely 
different, but directly contrary the one to the 
other.
	 ‘1. Reason bids me expect acceptance 
from the Almighty in a future state according to 
the moral justice, equity and goodness of my 
actions in the present. Religion teaches me 
that I shall be acquitted, justified and accepted 
of God by the righteousness of another, freely 
bestowed and given me, without the least regard 
to my own personal either merit or demerit.
	 ‘2. Reason tells me that in order to secure an 
interest in eternal life, I must by my own natural 
strength strive, struggle and labour. Religion 
plainly shows me that when I was in my natural 
state it was impossible for me to move one 
step towards heaven; but was as incapable of 
exerting the least power or motion towards any 
spiritual good as a dead carcass is of performing 
any action of natural life. 
	 ‘3. Reason in some asserts that, admitting 
man in his natural state cannot turn or prepare 
himself to seek the Lord, yet that divine power 
necessary to enable him so to do is given, 
or rather offered, indiscriminately to all alike. 
Religion, in contradiction to this, declares that 
the glory of God is the ultimate and only end 
of all His works; and that as even the wicked, 
made for the day of evil, shall be instruments 
of setting forth this glory in their destruction, 
which they are utterly unable by any means 

to avoid; so, on the other hand, those who are 
predestinated to the adoption of sons shall 
infallibly receive the grace given them here, 
and enjoy the glory prepared for them in Christ 
before the foundation of the world.
	 ‘4. Reason in those who are converted is ever 
speaking thus: although in my unregenerate 
state I was utterly unable to move the least 
step forward in the pursuit of religion, yet, now 
I am converted and born again, I must stir up 
the gift that is in me. It is my duty to pray to the 
Lord to increase my faith. I must endeavour to 
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. The voice of Religion speaks in this 
wise: I plainly see and experimentally feel, that 
as before conversion I could not move one 
hair’s breadth towards God and goodness; so, 
since I am new created in Christ Jesus, the 
old man in me is as rebellious and stubborn 
as ever … My greatest labour is to be quiet, 
my strongest struggling to sit still, and my most 
active endeavours to apprehend myself entirely 
passive in God’s hand.’
	 After various observations ancillary to these 
statements, he deplores the degeneracy of 
an age ‘when religion is almost thrown aside; 
when self-named preachers of all professions 
seem unanimously agreed in a literal sense to 
do nothing, except it be to strive for the fattest 
livings and wealthiest congregations’. ‘Feebly, 
however, as the doctrines of truth had been 
proclaimed, alarm’, he tells us, ‘had been felt 
by the adversary, and zealous opposers of that 
little truth’ had arisen. And then it transpires 
that he has in mind one person in particular, 
‘Mr John Wesley, who’, he adds, ‘in a sermon 
lately come to my hands, preached at Bristol, 
and published under the specious title of Free 
Grace, has debased and vilified the glorious 
doctrine of God’s eternal love to elected sinners.
	 He then takes Wesley’s sermon paragraph 
by paragraph, and comments bitterly on ‘the old 
Arminian errors’.
	 ‘Many things that happen, he says, are 
inconsistent with one’s natural notions of justice 
and mercy’ – good men are weighed down with 
trouble; evil men go through life like a band of 
music. Think again of the sufferings of the brute 
creation. ‘Surely these things are disagreeable 
to our natural notions of goodness and mercy. 
And yet we see so they are, and ever have been. 
How then can any man presume to say that 
the doctrine of predestination cannot be true, 
only because it disagrees with a reason, and 
contradicts our natural conceptions of justice 
and mercy?’

THE LIFE OF JOSEPH HART

John Wesley
(1703-1791)
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	 After commenting on the uselessness of ‘a 
mere notional assent to the doctrine of election’, 
which he observes, ‘is as incapable of helping 
the soul as the bare ocular sight of meat is of 
nourishing the body’, he sets down what we may 
take to be his own experiences. ‘The first thing 
generally done by the spirit in the conversion of 
a Sinner is to show him that he is lost himself, 
and must die eternally without the free grace 
and mercy of God in the Mediator … Thus is 
he continually distressed … till God shall shine 
in upon him by his Spirit … he now begins to 
see a marvellous light in the sacred writings, 
unknown to him before by the letter.’
	 In his sermon, Wesley had described 
election as ‘an uncomfortable doctrine’. ‘Indeed, 
so it is’, says Hart, ‘to those who cannot see 
their interest in it, but marvellously sweet and 
comfortable to all who by grace are made 
partakers of it’. ‘I believe the doctrine of election 
to be true because I believe myself elected. It 
is so because it is so, is good logic in religion, 
though ridiculous in philosophy.’ 
	 Up to this point Hart’s line of argument is 
one which commands itself in almost every 
particular to those who uphold the doctrines 
of free grace as understood by Whitefield and 
his co-religionists; but having gone so far he 
shoots off at a tangent – taking upon himself to 
make the outrageous and portentous assertion 
sinners’ sins ‘do not destroy but often increase 
their comfort even here’. The painful part is that 
his actions at this time comported generally 
with his notions, for he says in his ‘Experience’, 
‘Having (as I imagined) obtained by Christ a 
liberty of sinning, I was resolved to make use 
of it, and thought the more I could sin without 
remorse, the greater hero I was in faith’.

	 Often and often in after days – whatever 
his attitude towards one or two other passages 
in the pamphlet – he deeply regretted this 
pronouncement – those after days in which he 
could but write, deeply saying the while,

How sore a plague is sin,
To those by whom ’tis felt;
The Christian cries, ‘Unclean, unclean!’
E’en though released from guilt.

	 Far from finding comfort in the recollection 
of his sins, he could only look back upon them 
with horror and loathing. Though the sores had 
healed, there were still the unsightly scars.
	 This passage would have revealed, even 
if the knowledge had not come to us from 
another source, that Hart was at the period of his 
pamphlet an extreme Antinomian. ‘His choice 
friends’, says Shrubsole, ‘were Antinomians, 
and he loved nothing better than to sit under 
high Antinomian preachers’. It is true he 
adopts the role of a convert, and he doubtless 
persuaded himself that such a one he was; but 
when the great awakening came he was able 
to see, even in those portions of the pamphlet 
which he could heartily endorse, nothing more 
than ‘dry doctrine’, and then none so emphatic 
as he in pronouncing that dry doctrine cannot 
save us, adding,

In vain men talk of living faith,
When all their works exhibit death.

	 From high Antinomianism to Humanism, 
which is a fancy name for Paganism, was an 
easy course, and Hart, having constructed 
a religion which combined the libertinism of 
ancient Greece with the doctrines of Christianity, 
‘published a few tracts in favour of the way in 
which he chose to live’. ‘He joined himself to a 
citizen of that country.’ Ultimately he ‘ran such 
dangerous lengths, both of carnal and spiritual 
wickedness’, that he even out went professed 
infidels. He says, ‘I committed all uncleanness 
with greediness’.

The road of death with rash career
I ran, and gloried in my shame;
Abus’d His grace, despised His fear,
And others taught to do the same.

Bold blasphemies employ’d my tongue,
I heeded not my heart unclean;
Lost all regard of right and wrong,
In thought, in word, in act obscene.

George Whitefield
(1714-1770)
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The Lord’s gospel, good news, glad tidings 
or message, is thus expressed:  ‘It is a 

faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Jesus Christ came into the world to save 
sinners, of whom I am the chief’  (1 Timothy 
1:15). Now, it  is the Gospel to say, ‘He came 
to save sinners, and He does save them, even 
the chief of them.’ It is not the Lord’s Gospel 
to say, ‘He came to put them into a salvable 
state, to offer them salvation.’ This is neither 
the moral law, nor the Levitical law, nor the 
Lord’s Gospel which Paul preached to sinners, 
and which we also preach to them; but this is 
one of those ‘other gospels’, the preachers of 
which Paul cursed long ago (Galatians 1:6-8).

J. Wilkins, 1878

Let us preach  Christ, grace and  blood 
redemption. There is nothing in these truths 

to ‘offer’. To the Jews or religionists Christ is 
a ‘stumbling block’; to the Greeks or worldly 
wise He is ‘foolishness’ (1 Cor. 1:23). ‘For the 
preaching of the cross is to them that perish 
foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is 
the power of God’ (1 Cor. 1:18). When God 
has opened a man’s heart, given him spiritual 
understanding, the truth will be received. If it is 
offered to those who have not been made alive 
by the Spirit of God, they can only receive it ‘in 
the letter’, which will deceive and delude and 
damn in a false profession.

Augustus Webb

Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to 
the waters! (Isaiah 55:1). Let us now 

look a little at the invitation. It is God’s call to 
the poor sinner, without hope or help in self, 
to come to Him. It is not  indiscriminate. Most 
clearly specified are the people interested in it; 
therefore it is not of universal application. Being 
so definitely addressed to certain classes, it is 
not for all sorts and conditions of men. Yet it is 
very comprehensive, to ‘every one’ of the sort 
of persons mentioned, including all, excluding 
none, of the thirsty or the poor. Furthermore, it 
is a very personal and powerful invitation. The 
little word ‘ye’ is repeated twice in this first verse 
of Isaiah’s Gospel chapter. How powerful the 
application of the Lord’s own invitation is, can 
best be known by those who have experienced 
its Divine drawing and life-giving potency.

Edward Carr

Preacher, What is not yours to bestow is not 
yours to offer.

Anonymous

Assuming that it is the will of God that every 
creature should be saved, which is not true, 

men have made conversion of sinners an art, 
and have resorted to all sorts of unscriptural 
methods to compass their end. Sadly forgetful 
of Him who said, ‘I kill, and I make alive’, they 
are madly bold in their efforts to wrest God’s 
special work out of His hands. We have the 
new doctrine of ‘regeneration by faith’, singing 
theology, sudden conversions, the inquiry 
room, sensational advertisements, etc.. And 
when these new appliances have completed 
the task allotted them, we have an exhibition 
of the work done! 

 One of the sad features of this movement is 
that it is so approved and followed by so many 
ministers. Oh, where is the deep experimental 
religion of our Puritan Fathers and ministers, 
and where is their profound knowledge and 
ardent love of the Scriptures, which would not 
permit them to allow to pass un-challenged 
and with impunity such gigantic errors, which 
strike at the glory of God and the root of true 
religion!

J. K. Popham (1847-1937)

The Lord takes up none but 
the  forsaken  (Isaiah 54:6). Makes none 

healthy but the sick (Matthew 9:12-13). Gives 
sight to none but the blind (Luke 4:18). Makes 
none alive but the dead (Ephesians 2:1; John 
5:25). Died for none but sinners (Romans 5:8).

The Lord justifies by His blood only those 
who feel themselves to be sinners (Romans 5:9). 
Reconciles none but enemies (Romans 5:10) 
Gives wisdom to none but the  foolish  (Titus 
3:3) and saves none but the lost (Luke 19:10).

Therefore the salvation of Christ is only for 
those who both desire and need this salvation. 
The inner feelings of desire and need are 
given by the Holy Spirit in regeneration, thus 
we can clearly see that the Gospel message 
of deliverance and peace is addressed only 
to quickened souls, and not ‘offered’ to all and 
sundry.

Wylie Fulton

Thanks to Wylie Fulton for these contributions

Some thoughts on Gospel calls ...
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I have often thought that the nearness of 
connection into which the Son of God 
condescended to put Himself to our nature, 

for the vast purposes of Jehovah’s grace, must 
have been intended to open peculiar sources 
of enjoyment to His people. Surely, if the Lord 
Jesus, from the great love wherewith He has 
loved us, has come home to His church, in 
a union so very tender and endearing, was it 
not that He might make Himself known to His 
people, under all those several relations in 
which He stands connected with them? Is there 
not, in the very nature of union, the manhood 
with the Godhead, a special, peculiar and 
personal provision made for all such purposes? 
Why other than for designs so gracious, is it so 
frequently intimated in scripture, that the Lord 
will come and visit His people? Is it not Jesus 
Himself which thus speaketh; I will not leave 
you comfortless; I will come to you; yet a little 
while, and the world seeth me no more, but ye 
see me: because I live, ye shall live also (John 
14:18,19)? 
	 On the other hand, what are all those earnest 
expressions of the church for the comings of 
Jesus, which we meet with throughout the Word 
of God, but so many proofs in confirmation of 
the same? Do they not convey the sense of joy 
the people of God possess in the assurances 
of Jesus’ promises; that He stands at the door 
of their hearts and knocks for entrance, that 
He may come in and sup with them, and they 
with Him (Revelation 3:20)? Are not those so 
many testimonies that Jesus doth, and will, 
make Himself known to His people, in a way 
and manner different from what He doth to the 
world?
	 In confirmation of a matter so very sweet 
and interesting, may it not also be remarked, 
that it is the Son of God and Him only, which 
has united into one person, God and Man. For 
neither the person of the Father, nor the person 
of the Holy Ghost, have taken into union our 
nature, or formed such an alliance with that 

nature, as has the person of God the Son. 
And, although the whole Three Persons of the 
Godhead have loved the church with equal love; 
and engaged, in covenant engagements, to the 
accomplishment of the whole purposes relating 
to the welfare of the church, with equal regard; 
and we are taught to ascribe equal glory and 
praise to the holy and undivided Three in One, 
for their joint acts of grace towards the church; 
yet, such is the personal union of the Son of God 
with our nature, that all access to the throne of 
grace is in Him and by Him, and through Him!
	 He is the way, the truth, and the life! 
All approaches now, in grace, and all the 
manifestations hereafter in glory, will be in Him, 
and from Him, by whom are all things, and we 
by Him (1 Corinthians 8:6).
	 Surely, every child of God is moved in 
contemplating Christ, as Christ; that is God 
manifested in substance of our flesh. We find a 
greater confidence in approaching Him: we can, 
and do, go to Him as one in our own nature; 
One who knows our feelings by His own. And 
although, in all our drawings nigh to the person 
of Christ, we would not, yea, we dare not, lose 
sight of Him as GOD; yet we feel a blessedness 
in connecting with that view, that He is also man. 
From the union of both it is, we find that sweet 

Visits To And From Jesus
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character of persons, to behold, with unceasing 
complacency, from one eternity to another. I 
should not err if I were to say, from the authority 
of scripture, that this glorious person Christ, 
was constituted and ordained, for the express 
purpose that Jehovah might behold Himself with 
all His perfections of Godhead, and delight in 
Him forever. This was the first design for which 
the Son of God took into union with Himself, 
manhood; and an object of infinitely higher 
moment, than all things belonging to the church.
	 The church was formed for Christ; and 
not Christ for the church (Genesis 2:18, John 
15:16). In this one glorious person all glory 
centres. Hence Christ, as God-Man, is said to 
be the brightness of the Father’s glory, and the 
express image of His person! Hence, also, it is 
said, that in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily; and the church is complete in 
Him. The personal glory of Christ, is the first and 
last and highest object in the divine mind.
	 From hence we go on to another grand point, 
namely: that, as all our mercies are founded in 
the everlasting love of God, in His three-fold 
character of Person; and are formed in Christ, 
come to us from Christ, and are enjoyed from 
our union with Christ, so all revelations can only 
be made through Christ; for there could have 
been no possibility of the smallest communion 
with God in His nature and essence, but in 
and through Christ. No man hath seen God at 
any time ‘but the only begotten Son, which is 
in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared 
him’ (John 1:18) that is, the Son of God, having 
assumed our nature, in that nature, has formed 
a medium of communication and come forth 
from the invisibility of Jehovah, to make known 
the mind and will of God. Hence Christ, as God-
Man, is the channel of all communication: for all 
streams of mercy flow from God and all returns 
of praise flow to God, in, and through Him.
	 While, then, all blessings are unceasingly 
dispensing to the church, here in grace and 
above in glory, in and through the Lord Jesus 
Christ; surely it must form one of the highest 
sources of enjoyment to view Him from whom 
they are received and through whom they come. 
That union of nature Christ has with His church, 
and through whom it comes to His church, 
cannot fail to give a double sweetness to it. We 
receive it personally from Jesus.
	 He is one in our own nature. The mercy is so 
peculiarly His to impart, as none but Jesus can 
impart it. So that when, at any time, the Lord 
Jesus is making known these love-tokens to any 
of His people, they may know them and receive 

and precious suitableness of character, in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, which endears His person 
to our affection, in a way and manner, as none 
other can. 
	 Moreover, the gracious and endearing 
offices Jesus has entered into, and engaged for 
His people, tend to increase those feelings the 
more. He is personally and peculiarly the Head 
and Husband: the High Priest and Surety, of His 
body, the church. I do not find any warrant in the 
Word of God to look up, either to the person of 
the Father, or to the person of the Holy Ghost, 
in those characters; but I can, and do (when 
grace enables) look up to Jesus in every one 
of them, and similar ones in His person and 
office, and find a blessedness in them, sweet 
and refreshing. Is it not from hence a just 
conclusion, that, if the Son of God condescends 
to take into Himself a portion of our nature, and 
reveals Himself to His people in so personal a 
manner in that nature; is it not the intention that 
they shall know Him in all, and enjoy in Him all? 
If Jesus be not ashamed to call them brethren, 
shall they be ashamed to call Him brother?
	 I know not whether the Reader enters into 
the perfect apprehension of my meaning: I 
wish to be clearly understood, in a matter of so 
much importance. I would have no child of God 
uninformed here. Let me state the subject yet a 
little further.
	 All our mercies are founded in the everlasting 
love of God in Christ. The very being of the 
church, and the well-being of the church, is in 
Christ. Christ Himself i.e., God and Man in one 
person, is the one glorious object of delight, for 
the infinite mind of Jehovah, in His three-fold 
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them and enjoy them as His. The gift is the joint 
act of both natures, in one person. It is Divine 
love, manifested through the medium of human 
nature; and human love, rendered infinitely 
great and blessed from its union with the Divine. 
His Godhead gives a divine property to all He 
bestows and His manhood, a human quality. 
By both, all become so peculiarly His, and so 
personally communicable only by Himself, as 
no other could be competent to perform. And 
while all and every one of them, bring with them 
the fullest love-tokens whose they are, and from 
whom they come, they manifest no less the 
pleasure of Jesus, in bestowing them on His 
people who are members of His body, of His 
flesh, and of His bones.
	 If I have been happy enough to explain 
myself on this most interesting subject and in 
agreement to divine truth; I need not attempt, by 
any form of words, to observe further the great 
blessedness which must be forever opening 
to the souls of the Lord’s people, who live in 
the constant enjoyment of it. Surely, to know 
the Lord Jesus, in this personal way, cannot 
fail of becoming, in itself, a source of great 
delight. When that knowledge is brought into 
daily enjoyment, nothing this side heaven can 
be equally blessed. This is what John calls 
fellowship with the Father, and with His Son 
Jesus Christ (1 John 1:3).
	 I beg, however, I may be perfectly understood, 
(though I should hardly think it necessary to 
make the observation) that the very idea of visits 
to and from Jesus; must be supposed to imply 
knowledge of and acquaintance with Jesus. 
Even in the common circumstances of life, men 
do not visit those to whom they are unknown, and 
with whom they are unacquainted. Unbidden, 
uninvited visitors, and more especially if their 
sentiments and manners differ from our own, 
can expect no welcome; yea, there could be 
no pleasure in such society. To whom Jesus is 
unknown, He cannot be beloved. Where there 
is no love, there will be no real fellowship. It is 
the world’s ignorance of Him, which is the cause 
of all the world’s sorrow. But where there is a 
oneness of heart, and affection between Jesus 
and the soul, if what He loves we love and what 
He hates we hate, if His Father be our Father, 
and His people our people, this sameness of 
mind will carry with it a sameness of affection 
and we shall take part in all that belongs to 
Him. The language of our hearts will go forth in 
words, like those of Ruth to Naomi, when she 
said, entreat me not to leave thee, or to return 
from following after thee, for whither thou goest, 

I will go and where thou lodgest I will lodge; thy 
people shall be my people and thy God my God. 
Where thou diest will I die, and there will I be 
buried. The Lord do so to me, and more also, if 
ought but death part thee and me (Ruth 1:16, 
17).
	 As the church now below will shortly join the 
church which is above; and in the meantime, the 
interests, connections and rights of both are one 
and the same; all in Him, and all by Him, who is 
the glorious Head of His whole body the church; 
it must form a very blessed part of church 
communion to keep up and maintain by every 
possible means the Lord affords, engagement 
while here upon earth, with the great objects of 
heaven. Before long, we hope eternally to dwell 
with the blessed society of that happy country. 
Shortly we shall see the King in His beauty, 
face to face, and know even as we are known. 
What so sweet, as now by anticipation to realise 
by faith, what then will be manifested in open 
vision? Visits to and from Jesus will blessedly 
tend to make familiar the knowledge of Jesus. 
When death comes and takes away every 
intervening object to the sight of Jesus, our 
disembodied spirits will then behold Him, with 
whom, by faith, we have been daily accustomed 
to converse; and a fulness of joy will break in 
upon the soul. It was blessedly said, by an old 
disciple of this kind, when dying, ‘I shall change 
my place, (said he) but not my company’. We 
have it upon record of one, still higher taught, 
who in the near prospect of Jesus, in glory, 
cried out; as for me, I shall behold thy face in 
righteousness, I shall be satisfied when I awake 
with thy likeness (Psalm 17:15).
	 Precious, precious Lord Jesus! Realise in 
the daily, hourly visits of thy grace, all the sweet 
love tokens of Thy favour to Thy people. Cause 
thereby in my poor soul, and in the souls of all 
Thy redeemed, an increasing acquaintance 
with thee, and an increasing desire after thee. 
Let the daily visits of my Lord upon earth; make 
me long for the hour when my God will come 
to take me home to the everlasting enjoyment 
of Him in heaven. And oh, when the chariot 
wheels of Jesus are heard approaching and 
that well-known voice, though never so sweetly 
and loudly heard before, shall be heard once 
more through all the chambers of my soul; The 
Master is come and calleth for thee! Oh! Then 
for faith’s last act in the strength of the Lord, to 
go forth the disembodied spirit to meet the Lord 
in the air, and so forever to be with the Lord. 
Surely, saith Jesus, I come quickly! Amen, may 
my soul answer, even so come Lord Jesus!
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As the Lord sat on the mountain side and 
delivered the lessons that would become 
known as the sermon on the mount I can 

only imagine a solemn, reflective demeanour 
settled upon His hearers. When He said, ‘love 
your enemies’, no doubt each of them pictured, 
in their mind’s eye, the ‘enemy’ they would find 
it hard, if not impossible, to love. When He 
said, ‘do good to them which hate you’, I feel 
sure each wondered how this was possible and 
marvelled what radical, sweeping teaching this 
was. The Jews were an occupied nation under 
Rome’s subjection. They had little love for their 
overlords who taxed and suppressed them. 
Their nationalistic fervour was for the restoration 
of David’s kingdom, the conquest of their foes  
and death to their enemies. If that alone be 
taken into account, few present that day could 
say the Lord’s words had no relevance for 
them. In truth, we all find reasons to be partial 
in our dealing with one another, liking some and 
disliking others. It is not hard to hate those who 
hurt and exploit us and harm those we care for 
and feel protective towards. Even as believers 
we are subject to these natural passions & 
prejudices so that the Lord’s words confront us 
all with a standard of obedience and behaviour 

Love Your Enemy – Really?

that is sadly contrary to our nature and but for 
grace, impossible to achieve. Yet it shows us 
what to aspire to and how we ought to seek to 
honour the Lord in our dealings with each other 
and the world. 

Now it is certain there are different kinds of 
love. There is the love & union we feel towards 
God and our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
This is a spiritual love, received and bestowed 
at a spiritual level. There are relationships of 
love for family and friends which comes with 
responsibilities. Yet the Lord would have us 
extend the natural provisions of love beyond 
those who are dear to us so as to include 
strangers, even enemies and those who 
despitefully use us. Paul suggests methods of 
fulfilling this calling, ways  to bless those who 
curse us, when he says in Romans 20, ‘If thine 
enemy hunger, feed him: if he thirst, give him 
drink’ implying kindness, care  and charitable, 
practical support is involved. But so, too, our 
hearts and minds should also be involved. The 
formal giving of the rich men who filled the 
temple treasury out of their great riches did 
not impress the Lord but the widow’s mite was 
given in faith and for the love of God, and this 
the Lord noticed.

Luke 6:27-36



19NEW FOCUS  PRINTABLE EDITION APRIL 2025

PETER L. MENEY

As be l ievers  we  shou ld  exerc ise 
thoughtfulness and inward feelings, too. 
Genuine affections and expressions of love 
for Christ’s sake. There may be a hatred of the 
actions and attitudes of a man yet an awareness 
of need and a sense of pity. A tenderness felt 
towards his person for the ravages sin has 
made upon his life. All men, even enemies, 
are to be loved with natural love, as men. 
Kindness, empathy, charity, general awareness 
and gentleness is not weakness or foolishness. 
Even if it were we are still instructed by the Lord 
Jesus to be loving and merciful even to those 
who deserve it least. 

By turning the other cheek we may feel we 
give opportunity for an enemy to hurt us a second 
time and yet this is what the Lord advocates. 
I am sure a part of this is the lesson of self-
control, restraint, tolerance and moderation. 
Christ teaches patience in bearing injuries and 
insults as well as trials and temptations. We 
must always remember divine providence in 
all such circumstances. We believe all things 
work together for our good, who love the Lord, 
even harsh, bad and evil things contribute to 
that good end. We have been called according 
to God’s purpose of grace by Christ who is 
all-wise, loving and kind to His little ones. Let 
us never forget our Father which is in heaven 
knows what we have need of. 

As we read the history of the Old Testament 
often we see the Lord’s people afflicted by 
vicious and fierce heathen peoples yet the 
Lord reminds us they were tools in His hands 
to accomplish His purpose, and often, too, their 
oppression of the Jews was the reason God 
used to bring about judgment on them and 
their own demise. Mighty Egypt was humbled 
for exploiting Israel while the Assyrian empire 
broke itself on little Judah.

Furthermore, as those who trust in the 
sovereignty of God in all things it is unfitting for 
us to react with a loss of temper when things 
go wrong. What justification have we to act 
in a rage or seek personal revenge against 
enemies when things go wrong? Has not the 
Lord sent these trials? Rather, we should be 
ready to suffer more should that be what the 
Lord designs for us. This is not the way of the 
world but it is the way of grace.

The Lord calls His people to distinguish 
themselves from the normal, natural, predictable 
approach of those who give to get in a 
transactional way. It is natural to love them that 
love you, do good to receive good. Lend to 
be enriched in return. However, this is not 

the motivation that characterises those who 
have tasted the grace of God and felt the 
unconditional love of God in their own lives. A 
believer’s perspective is changed due to God’s 
free grace and mercy. It is transformed by the 
undeserved goodness we have received from 
the Lord, as well as the promises He gives of 
caring for us every moment, and protecting us 
in every situation. ‘Freely ye have received, 
freely give.’

In fact, the Lord’s own repeated phrase, 
‘what thank have ye’ means what return of 
gratitude does this deserve? How does this 
show you to differ from others? What evidence 
of grace are you revealing by simply doing what 
any natural man would do? The Lord is telling 
His people there is an expectation of a altered 
way of living, changed values and practices, due 
to our conversion. You are different because you 
are Christ’s. You are transformed in your heart, 
your way of thinking, your motivation. Things 
are different for believers who are filled with 
the Spirit of Christ. So they are and so they act. 

This is an argument Paul uses, too. The 
duty of a believer is not to fulfil the law of God, 
as such, Christ has fulfilled that for us, our rule 
of life is to follow the example of our Saviour, 
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emulate the principles He teaches and the 
way He lived. We live as He lived, serve as He 
served, to the praise of His name. Paul says in 
Romans 8:14,  For as many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. We 
are members of a distinguished family. We are 
children of the Most High; princes of ‘a royal 
priesthood and a holy nation’, says Peter. The 
motivation of our lives is to honour and serve 
our Saviour in all our ways because, says the 
Lord ‘ye shall be the children of the Highest’: not 
merely in name but in likeness, being conformed 
to the image of Christ. ‘He is kind unto the 
unthankful and to the evil.’ 

Our last thought reinforces this theme: v. 36 
says, Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father 
also is merciful. Exercise your resemblance. 
Employ, apply, actuate your new-created 
likeness. Our good works are not justifying 
works but corroborating fruit. The fruit of the 
Spirit in the life of a believer and in the actions 
of a child of God.

The mercy of God has been our experience 
and this ought to motivate all our engagements 
with men and women. In our family, at work, in 
and out of the church, our social interactions, 
all our dealings one with another, should reflect 
the mercy of the Lord who has been good 
and merciful to us, even when we hated and 
despitefully treated Him. David says, in Psalm 
145:8, 9 ‘The Lord is gracious, and full of 
compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy. 
The Lord is good to all: and his tender mercies 
are over all his works.’

God’s mercy bestows natural gifts on the 
just and the unjust. Our mercy, too, should be 
directed to men and women on the basis of 
need, not eligibility. God’s mercy reached us 
when we were strangers. We should be willing 
to assist not only those who are friends but 
strangers, too.

God’s mercy has revealed to us the nature 
and character of our Redeemer and Friend. Let 
our kindness and care reveal our new nature 
and the transformed character of one who has 
tasted the grace and riches of God.

Most people know nothing of such spiritual 
blessings as we have experienced in this life. 
Many never will. They shall grow old and die 
without any thought of their eternal soul until it 
is too late. For most people their experience of 
happiness now, in this world, will be the only joy 
they will ever know. That is a sad and solemn 
thought and one that should encourage us if we 
can to bring a little light and happiness into the 
lives of those around us.
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Under the above heading, Peter Ditzel 
tells us that apples and oranges, 
elephants and crocodiles are not the 

same, neither are God’s commandments 
in the Old Testament the same as Christ’s 
commandments in the New. Ditzel, confuses 
‘Covenant’ with ‘Testament’ and uses that 
false logic which mars most of his articles. He 
produces his orange and crocodile misleading 
evidence to demonstrate a contradiction 
between Old Testament Trinitarian teaching 
and the New, leaving us with a divided God, 
a divided Christ and a divided or broken 
Covenant. Ditzel refutes the unity of God’s 
Word and denies that there was a Covenant 
in the Old Testament which included both law 
and grace. He then places mankind under a 
New Law, a New Grace and a New Gospel and 
a ‘New Age’. Ditzel’s ‘logic’ leads him to deny 
that Christ preached the continuation of Law 
within the Covenant of Grace and that Christ 
was bringing in His sheep from the foundation 
of the world. Indeed, the grave error of the 
NCT1  movement, following pioneer John 
Reisinger, is their denial of God’s Covenant 
of Grace. Ditzel thus removes from Scripture 
all its redeeming elements.2 However, Ditzel 
fails to give us one single Scriptural passage 
referring either to an ‘old testament’ or an ‘old 
covenant’. Indeed, there is only one reference, 
overlooked by Ditzel, found in 1 Corinthians 
3:14 where Paul says there is a veil over the 
eyes of those who do not understand it. 
	 Ditzel quotes two ‘new’ Scriptural passages 
out of context which he does not find in the Old 
Testament as ‘evidence’. Galatians 6:2 which 
says we fulfil the law of Christ by bearing one 
another’s burdens, and John 13:34, which 
Christ says the disciples should already know 
concerning loving one another. Concerning 
the first ‘New Commandment’, Moses, knew 
it well and learnt the necessity of bearing 
one another’s burdens from his father Jethro 

1 NCT: Abbreviated from New Covenant Theology.
2 See Reisinger’s Abraham’s Four Seeds, especially pages 
38-39.

which he then anchored in his laws of grace 
as we read from Exodus 18:22 and passim. 
The second quote, Matthew tells us (22:36-
40) was the answer to the question, ‘Which is 
the greatest commandment in the Law? Which 
Christ answers from the Law and the prophets.
	 Ditzel claims there are ‘many other 
commandments’ in the New Testament which 
prove that Old Law has made place for a New 
Age Law, yet all his ‘proof texts’ are based on 
Old Testament teaching. Ditzel’s relies heavily 
on the Book of Hebrews for his ‘proof’, though 
the author is expounding Old Testament truths 
which Ditzel rejects. All the references to what 
is ‘old’ and what is ‘new’ in the Book of Hebrews 
are taken from Jeremiah, whose interpretation 
the New Testament writer follows, but not 
Ditzel.
	 What makes Ditzel’s arguments 
unbelievable, is that though Moses is precise 
in expounding God’s Everlasting Covenant of 
Grace in the Law, Ditzel is full of confusion, 
searching for new ideas which the Scriptures 
do not help him to find, as they always teach 
God’s grace alongside His condemnations 
of sin. God told Jeremiah clearly that His 

Old Covenant Law And New Covenant Law:
Are They The Same?
Review article of a Word of His Grace paper
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Old Testament saints our tutors in the faith 
according to the New Testament, especially 
the Books of Galatians and Hebrews.
	 Now Ditzel makes another exegetical 
blunder, writing ‘The Decalogue was external, 
written on stone. The New Covenant commands 
are internal, written on our hearts’. He has 
now stopped referring to his ‘Old Covenant’, 
which he mistakes for the Old Testament as 
a whole and now narrows his criticism to the 
Decalogue alone which was never a stand-
alone. These commandments, he claims, were 
merely engraved words and are now rendered 
purposeless. Christians, Ditzel teaches, now 
believe that stoney hearts must be removed 
and the Law must be written on hearts of flesh. 
However, the Old Testament expounds this 
very doctrine throughout its pages, though 
in a way that Ditzel does not understand. If 
any saving doctrine was ever rubbed into the 
conscience of Old Testament sinners, this 
was. The teaching of the Old Testament is that 
the just shall live by faith and that God makes 
of stoney hearts, hearts of flesh.4 Indeed, this 
vital topic is mentioned more often in the Old 
Testament than the New. Christ, the Creator of 
all things, teaches what Ditzel denies and we 
read in Luke 24:25, 26 how Christ calls those 
fools who ignore the truth that Moses and all 
the prophets preached. 
	 Ditzel, however, sticks to his quite un-
Biblical theory that: ‘Under the Old Covenant 
(whatever he means by that), the law could 
only condemn’. The Old Testament writers tell 
a different story. They knew that the Covenant 
rebuked sin but opened a door to grace. Ditzel 
constantly claims that Galatians 3 is his source 
for his disbelief. This chapter proves the ‘better 
Covenant’ and the very opposite to Ditzel’s bad 
news. God’s Covenant has always come as a 
savour of death to some but a savour of life 
to Christ’s sheep who hear His call. Galatians 
3 clearly shows the use of both sides of the 
Covenant in bringing salvation to the lost.

Laying a false ‘table’
Now Ditzel presents what he calls ‘a table’ 
comparing his theoretical ‘Old Covenant law’ 
with his theoretical ‘New Covenant law’. I use 
the term ‘theoretically’ as it appears that Ditzel 
calls the Broken Covenant, the Old Covenant 
and the Kept-Covenant the New. I think there 
is a great truth in this if we remember we are 

4 See, for instance, the gospel in Ezekiel 11:19, Ezekiel 
36:26, Jeremiah 31:33, Habakkuk 2:4 and passim.

Everlasting New Covenant meant an all-time 
knocking down of sin and a building up of 
mercy but Ditzel claims that the Covenant God 
called Jeremiah to preach was merely one 
of condemnation. Yet, Christ always took His 
disciples back to the OT to show how He was 
revealed there. 

Ditzel teaches that the Antitype (Christ) 
does not need the Word of God which 
points to Him
Ditzel tells us that the Old Testament Law 
refers to ‘type’ but his New Covenant Law 
refers to ‘antitype’. Ditzel concludes from this 
that Old Testament laws, including the Ten 
Commandments, were mere shadows or types 
of New Testament commands and can now be 
disregarded. However, Christ was Keeper of 
His own Covenant from the foundation of the 
world. The Antitype was working throughout 
creation and the new creation. He keeps the 
Covenant for His people throughout all time 
as the Author and Perfector of faith.  He kept 
the Covenant for Abraham just as He kept it 
for Jeremiah, David and His elect in all time. 
Moses and the prophets were quite clear in their 
minds about the type and antitype relationship 
between law and grace and preached this 
constantly as testified by our Saviour.
	 Unbelievers did not, and still do not, 
accept this fact as it reveals their sinfulness 
and need of the Saviour, but the Lord always 
preserved a remnant3 who were given faith 
to believe in a Redeemer, alias the Suffering 
Servant, or the Messiah. These were all Old 
Testament concepts believed there and then. 
Why Ditzel calls God’s work of salvation in Old 
Testament times ‘the Old Covenant’, which 
he finds obsolete, I do not know. Ditzel’s two-
covenant dilemma is that he will not accept 
that the New Covenant was known by the Old 
Testament saints. It is from there that the New 
Testament writers gained their teaching. The 
Old Testament was the only Bible they had and 
used.
	 To show that the ten commandments are 
irrelevant for today’s Christians, Ditzel picks 
out only one, Sabbath observation, and 
‘spiritualises’ it away, leaving the other nine 
alone. Moses and the prophets taught all to 
see the spirit, or the ‘tenor’, to use Moses’s 
term, perhaps we would say, ‘implications’ 
of the gospel, in all the Law. This made the 

3 See the many references to God’s believing remnant in 
the Old Testament in your concordance.
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talking of one Covenant which mankind breaks 
and God keeps and not two. Ditzel’s list of 
Bible proofs is unbalanced as he removes 
from the Old Testament and parts of the New 
their Covenant message of divine comfort and 
hope.
	 Ditzel claims that his so-called Old 
Covenant Law has vanished away and a New 
Covenant Law  has come. He gives Hebrew 
8 as a proof text which is an exposition of 
the Book of Jeremiah taken from the Old 
Testament and accepted, not denied, by 
Jeremiah. The prophet was ordained of God 
for this very purpose. Ditzel adds, as further 
‘evidence’, 2 Corinthians 3. This chapter, 
compares serving the letter of the law with 
the spirit of the Law as did the Old Testament 
saints before him. This gives Ditzel the impulse 
to say that the Old Testament was a shadow of 
the New and therefore now non-existent. Yet 
Old Testament covenant teachers like Isaiah 
pointed to a living faith under a vicarious God-
man. Ditzel claims that the Old Testament 
brought only bondage and condemnation. 
Though Ditzel picks out the teaching regarding 
bondage in Galatians, he leaves out the good 
news of liberation which accompanies it, and 
which was preached throughout the whole 
Bible. Then Ditzel takes up the theme of a 
better Covenant, quite misusing the Book 
of Hebrew again. The author of the Book of 
Hebrews is showing the superiority of God 
taking the entire care of His covenant rather 
than leave it to man’s desiring. Hebrews 8:6 
refers to Christ being the mediator of a better 
Covenant, but here he is again referring to 
Jeremiah’s teaching that the one work of the 
Covenant is to knock down and the other to 
build up. Indeed, the Hebrew word for ‘New’ 
points to a covenant always being restored, 
repaired and kept in working order both ways. 
This Covenant brings life when accepted - and 
death when rejected.

The Jews were allegedly given the wrong 
Covenant
Now Ditzel tells us that his ‘Old Covenant’ 
which he has still not defined, was only meant 
for the Old Testament Jews, but the Covenant 
which Christ founded was for all nations. This 
is a complete distortion of the Bible’s Covenant 
teaching which was for all nations from the 
beginning. It was the Covenant to the entire 
goim from the start. It was a Covenant given 
the Holy Goi of God. Both the Old and New 
Testaments understand this goi to be a chosen 

people from all nations5. Thus Jeremiah, who 
saw the blessings of the Covenant going out to 
God’s remnant, as Isaiah had preached before 
him, states clearly to whom the condemning 
and healing factors should be preached. We 
also read in Jeremiah 1:10, that the prophet 
was ordained to take the Covenant Gospel to 
the nations with the words: ‘See, I have this day 
set thee over the nations and the kingdoms, 
to root out and to pull down and to destroy, to 
throw down, to build, to plant.’ Ditzel does not 
accept the whole story of Covenant Salvation 
recorded in Jeremiah but fixes his gaze on 
those who break the Covenant as his mentors.
	 Ditzel claims that Galatians 3:19, again 
out of context, teaches Christ’s abandonment 
of the Law of Moses. What Paul is saying, 
however, is that the Law was made part of the 
Covenant of Grace to convict mankind of its 
sin and provide the means of leading sinners 
to the Saviour. Thus, if the Law is abolished, 
there is no need for a Saviour. This is indeed 
what many pastors are telling their people 
nowadays with their free-will and duty-faith 
preaching. The Atonement for sin has been 
taken out of Christ’s hands and given to those 
free-willers who dutifully save themselves. 
I have never met such a human superman 
and do not believe there is such a person. All 
have sinned and fallen short of the glory of 
God6. The words ‘before faith came, we were 
under the law’ shows that faithless ones are 
still under God’s Law until Christ frees them 
from this bondage and gives them faith as a 
gift of grace. This is the gospel given by God to 
both Old and New Testament sinners who form 
Christ’s Bride, the Church. Those pastors who 
deny this fundamental Biblical doctrine are 
called by Jeremiah ‘Brutish Pastors’ and he 
condemns them seven times. For Jeremiah, 
the wages of sin is death but the gift of God 
is eternal life within God’s Covenant. When 
dealing with sin, Jeremiah condemned those 
who put confidence in themselves which, 
of course is what free-willism and duty-faith 
nowadays teach and thus come under God’s 
condemnation now, as they did in the time of 
Jeremiah.7 

5 Compare Exodus 19:9 with 1 Peter 2:9
6 Romans 3:23; 5:12.
7 See Jeremiah 2:31-37; Jeremiah 33 whole chapter, 
especially verse 8. Jeremiah certainly did not merely preach 
condemnation. See also Jeremiah 40:3; 43, 44:23 and all 
the other many places in Jeremiah which condemn sin and 
speak of salvation.

ARE THEY THE SAME?
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for whom access to sovereign grace 
preaching was difficult. We hope that New 
Focus Church will help meet that need.

Our online congregation meets each 
Lord’s day at 5:30 pm in the UK on the 
church’s YouTube channel ...

New Focus Church Online 

... and you are welcome to join us from 
anywhere in the world for a time of 
worship, ministry and prayer, privately in 
your own home, or together with friends 
and family. 

Our worship is serious, thoughtful 
and recognises the majesty of the One 
whom we gather to worship and praise. 
We believe that lifting up the Lord Jesus 
Christ in gospel preaching is the essence 
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purpose in this world. All our services are 
conducted using the KJV of the Bible.
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have a church website where notices 
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be found. There is an introduction to 
the passage being preached and a note 
of hymns to be used in the service. 
There are also links to past services 
and other resources visitors might find 
useful. Our website address is:

NewFocus.Church
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We also value the great privilege 
and opportunity broadcasting on 
YouTube provides for reaching casual 
listeners worldwide who may be 
unfamiliar with church-going and who 
discover our services, dare we say, 
accidentally. We trust the Lord may 
be pleased in His good providence to 
introduce the gospel of sovereign grace 
to new hearers by this means. 

Come and join us on Sunday, or 
if you know someone who can’t get 
to church or just needs some extra 
fellowship, send them our link. Pray 
with us that the Lord will use these 
services to send His gospel to a new 
generation of people and that the old 
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a knowledge of Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Saviour.
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That the purpose of God according to election might stand

Service times in different time zones are available on the 
NewFocus.Church website on the Upcoming Service page.
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type in New Focus 
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