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It is a fact that finding fellowship for many free grace believers is a
problem. Those who have a local church where the gospel is faithfully
preached are privileged and blessed. But often the Lord’s people are
found in little pockets, widely dispersed and far from easy access to
regular, solid ministry.
That is not to say there are no churches nearby. Unfortunately, in
today’s climate it is not a want of churches but genuine sovereign grace
preaching that we lack. Even the name-board ‘evangelical church’ is no
longer an indicator that suitable ministry will be received within. Freewill
teaching has permeated many congregations, others have adopted
charismatic worship and yet others appear more interested in imposing
rules of behaviour than pointing poor sinners to the throne of grace.
Attending a church where one feels more distressed in spirit at the
end of the service than at the beginning is a frustrating experience.
Even when every effort is made to bring our thoughts into subjection to
the scriptures when they are read, it is hard if the hungry soul finds little
or nothing in the sermon to nourish spiritual appetite. And yet the Lord’s
people seek fellowship in the gospel. We are not loners. We do not
prefer to be isolated on the Lord’s day. Much more desirable is to gather
with like-minded saints under the sound of God’s word, to bring united
spiritual worship to the footstool of our King, to be led, willingly, to the
beauties of the Lord Jesus Christ by one graciously suited to bring forth
out of his treasure things new and old.
Furthermore, we know that it is in the company of saints that the Lord
has promised to meet His own. “For where two or three are gathered
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20).
For this reason many are willing to put up with a lot, if only, and at the
very least, there is a likelihood of Christ being encountered in the
preaching of the gospel.
Perhaps here is the key. Two or three is a very small gathering indeed,
yet the Lord gave such a verse for our encouragement! Certainly it is
hard to see how such a small group can perform all the functions of a
local church, yet it can readily be a source of true fellowship. Who is to
say but that once planted even such a small gathering might grow.
Little groups like this do meet at present throughout the country and
we rejoice to know of their existence. They may be the seed-bed for yet
greater works of grace. The glory of the Lord may have departed from
many church buildings but our Saviour will not leave Himself without a
witness (Acts 14:17). Perhaps these little groups listen to a taped sermon
or watch a DVD, sing a hymn and pray together. Perhaps it is a sort of
pre-school where tomorrow’s powerful preachers learn their doctrine and
exercise their gifts. Perhaps in this small, intimate setting, a greater and
deeper fellowship can be forged than that obtained in a more populated
but less personal church gathering.
We recall the incident with the Ethiopian Eunuch, converted under
Philip’s guidance then, it seems, abandoned to return home alone. Look
on a map and see how far this young believer lived from his nearest
church. Yet can we imagine that the Lord who first sent Philip to preach,
then left this new born to struggle without help? And, might not the
presence of a believer in the court of Ethiopia be an inestimable
encouragement to other elect souls being called to salvation and in search
of fellowship, too? There has to be one before there can be two or three.
If the Lord has given you a local fellowship where the gospel is
faithfully preached treasure it greatly, in this life you have a blessing
many of your fellow believers do not enjoy. If you struggle to find
fellowship with other saints, take it to the Lord in prayer. Ask Him for a
double portion to sustain you for the present, and a friend with whom to
share it in the days ahead.
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At God’s direction the Israelites constructed a container of acacia or
shittim wood to house the two tablets bearing the Ten Commandments.
Its upper surface, called the Mercy Seat, was covered with gold. Two
cherubim, or angels, adorned the top of the Ark, facing each other.

As the second two tables of stone were put into the
ark, under the mercy-seat, so that the law did not
destroy any priest that came with blood, though he
approached even God himself; so all believers,
being a royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9), approach
God without any legal arrest, when they carry the
blood of sprinkling in the hand of faith; and this hand
of faith is put out by a heart sprinkled from an evil
conscience (Hebrews 10:22).
It is a comfortable thought that we have all in the
Saviour: the ceremonial law ended in Christ, and
was abolished by him; the moral law was honoured,
disarmed of its wrath by him, and is hid in him; every
other commandment was given to him also; and all
the promises were made to him, and are yea and
Amen in him (2 Corinthians 1:20); so that I am led to
conclude, that the whole will of God in Christ Jesus,
is the only and all-sufficient rule of every real child
of God.
William Huntington
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But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose,
faith, longsuffering, charity, patience.
2 Timothy 3:10

My Doctrine
I take Paul’s words for my own. There is no man
living who has heard me preach since I was
seventeen years old who has not heard my
doctrine plainly set forth. In private conversation,
from the pulpit, and in print my doctrine is
unmistakable. It should be. If I am true to God
and to the souls of men, it must be. But for any
who may not have been listening to what I have
said, or who may not have read carefully what I
have written, I want to make six emphatic
statements, by which all may know precisely what
my doctrine is.

Fiona Birks

1. God is Sovereign
The Lord our God is the absolute Sovereign of
the universe (Isaiah 14:24, 26, 27; 46:9-11;
Psalms 115:3; 135:6; Daniel 4:35-37). To say that
God is sovereign is to simply declare that God is
God. A god whose will can be broken, whose
purpose can be defeated, whose power can be
resisted, whose grace can be frustrated, or whose
work can be overturned is no God at all, but a
useless idol carved from a tree in the dark forest
of man’s depraved mind. God is sovereign in
creation (Proverbs 16:4), in providence (Romans
11:36), and in grace (Romans 9:16-18).

Paul was not like the preachers of our day. He
would not be very popular on the lecture circuit,
talk shows, or in ministerial associations. Paul’s
doctrine was not stated in ambiguous terms,
hidden under high sounding phrases or subject
to change according to his company. What he
believed he proclaimed in forceful, clear words.
When he was about to leave this world, he said
to Timothy, “Thou hast fully known my doctrine”.
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2. The Bible alone is our authority
The holy scriptures in their entirety, is the Word
of God. It was written by Divine inspiration (2
Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 2:20). It is complete, final,
and authoritative (Hebrews 1:1-3; Revelation
22:18-19). The Bible alone is our rule of faith
and practice (Isaiah 8:20), not the laws of men
or the customs and traditions of religious groups
and organisations.
3. All men and women need a Saviour
Since the fall of our father Adam, all men and
women are born in a state of sin, total depravity,
alienation from God, and spiritual death. Man is
not just poor. He is bankrupt. Man is not just weak.
He is helpless. Man is not sick. He is dead. We
are all by nature totally depraved (Genesis 6:5),
haters of God (Psalms 81:15; Romans 1:30; 8:7),
and incapable of doing good, or even coming to
Christ in faith (Romans 3:9-10; John 6:44).
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4. Salvation is of the Lord (Jonah 2:9)
Salvation is God’s work alone. It is a work of
eternal, covenant grace (2 Timothy 1:9),
beginning with sovereign, electing love (2
Thessalonians 2:13), secured for God’s elect by
Divine predestination (Ephesians 1:4,5,11),
purchased for the chosen by the effectual
atonement of Christ’s death as our Substitute
(Hebrews 9:12), effectually applied to the
redeemed at the appointed time of love by God
the Holy Spirit (Psalms 65:4; Romans 9:16), a
work that infallibly secures the perseverance of
every true believer and his entrance into and
possession of heavenly glory with Christ
(Ecclesiastes 3:14). Every sinner who trusts the
Lord Jesus Christ is saved, has passed from
death to life, and must possess all the
blessedness and glory of heaven forever (John
5:24). If you trust Christ, you are right now
forgiven of all sin, justified from all things,
complete in Christ, freed from the law, made
worthy of heaven, “accepted in the Beloved”,
sealed by the Spirit, and assured of glory!
5. Salvation is by grace alone
The grace of God is free, unconditional, effectual
and immutable. It is in no way conditioned upon
or determined by the works of men. Election,
redemption, regeneration, conversion,
sanctification, and preservation are all works of
grace. Man does not cause them, contribute to
them, or complete them. From start to finish,
“Salvation is of the Lord!”
Arminian, free-will, works religion of any form
is heresy and is damning to the souls of men! It
matters not what name the religion bears, any
religion that denies God’s total sovereignty, man’s
total depravity, Christ’s effectual atonement, and
salvation by the grace of God alone, any religion
that makes the will and work of man rather than
the will and work of God the determining factor
in salvation is antichrist. All who embrace such
doctrines are lost pagans, without God and
without Christ.
6. Christ is all in all
Christ is the sum, substance, essence and end
of all revealed truth. He says, “I am the Truth.”
Apart from Him there is no truth. Christ is all in
the covenant of grace from eternity. Everything
in the covenant is conditioned upon, determined
by, found in, and given by Christ. Christ is all in
salvation. He is all our redemption, all our
righteousness, all our life, and all our hope. And
Christ is all in the eternal inheritance of God’s
saints in glory. He is our only door of entrance
into heaven. He is the light, life, joy, glory and
reward of the saints in heaven. Christ is all, now
and forever! This is my doctrine!
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A Dog in a Steel Trap

Several years ago I was hunting deep in the woods when I
came upon a dog caught in a large steel trap. I purposed
to save that dog and set him free. But when I
approached him, I was met with a fierce look and a
deep growl. Eventually I made my way near him; but when
I touched the trap (causing pain), the dog attacked and I
barely escaped being bitten. Not to be frustrated in my
purpose of mercy, I found a forked stick and used it to hold
him down while I removed the trap and set him free. He
limped away in one direction while I went another.
Shortly, I became aware that the dog was following
me. I stopped, he came to me, I petted him, he licked my
hand. The dog followed me the rest of his life. The Lord
Jesus came to me when I was trapped in sin and
doomed to die. He purposed to save me and set me free;
but when He approached me in the gospel, I met Him
with fierce looks and harsh words. When He touched
me, it caused pain because it revealed my problem, and
I rebelled all the more. But He would not be frustrated in
His purpose of mercy. By divine power He held me in check
as He removed my chains and set me free.
Now I follow Him, I lie at His feet, I desire no more than to
be with Him. — ‘’Give unto the Lord the glory due unto
His name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness”
(Psalm 29:2).

Charles Pennington
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What is a Christian?
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Statistics say that there are over one billion
Christians in the world. Yet, many different beliefs
can be found among those one billion Christians.
Since some of those beliefs are mutually exclusive
it is simply not possible that everyone who claims
to be a Christian actually is one.
If we were to ask a number of people what a
Christian is, we would get a wide variety of answers
mostly dealing with theological systems and moral
codes. But if we want to know what a Christian is, it
would be wise to consult the very ones who invented
the term:
. . . And the disciples were called Christians first in
Antioch (Acts 11:26).

It would probably surprise most people to
discover that it was not Christians who invented
the term “Christian”. The Scriptures do not say
that the disciples called themselves Christians,
but that they were called Christians. The early
disciples of the Lord Jesus referred to themselves
as disciples, brothers, saints, and the called-out
assembly. The term “Christian” was invented by
the unbelieving Gentiles of Antioch to describe
the adherents of a new religion that had sprung
up among them.
This name given to the disciples of Jesus was
a descriptive name, much like a nick-name.
Generally, a nick-name is given to an individual
within a group based on some characteristic that
distinguishes him from everyone else in the
group. For example, if there is the thin one in the
group, he might be called “Beanpole”. If he is
the redheaded one, then he might be nick-named
“Red”. This is likely the sort of name the Lord
gave to some of His disciples in Mark 3:17:
James and John were called Sons of Thunder,
possibly for their powerful manner of preaching.
In Antioch, there were many religious groups.
There were followers of all the gods of Rome
and Greece. There were likely some adherents
to many religions from other countries as traders
moved in and out of Antioch. And we know from
Scriptures that there were Jews there. Into this
mixture of religions came a new religion. Some
Jewish adherents of this new religion had left
Jerusalem due to the persecution they received
there. When they came to Antioch they preached
their new religion only to other Jews. Later, some
other men from Cyprus came to Antioch and
began preaching the gospel to the Gentiles also.
A large number of people, both Jews and
Gentiles, believed the message and began to
worship together (Acts 11:19-26). As their
notoriety spread, the general population began
to talk about them, and to do so, they had to
make up a name for them. So, as is usual in
such cases, they coined a name derived from
the most prominent feature of that group: Christ.
They called them Christ-ians.
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Doubtless, there were other characteristics of
this new religion that might have stood out and
served as a descriptive name. But whatever other
descriptions there may be of this new group, the
folks of Antioch saw this most prominently: in their
worship, this new group was all wrapped up in
one they called the Christ. What a tribute to these
early believers that the most obvious thing about
them in the eyes of their neighbours was Christ!
So we can define a Christian as one who worships
Jesus of Nazareth as the Christ.
To English-speaking people this may sound a
little odd: The Christ. Should it not read simply
“Christ”. We have become so accustomed to
hearing about the Lord Jesus Christ that we treat
those three words as though they were the first,
middle and last names of our Lord. However, Lord
Jesus Christ is actually one name plus two titles.
Our Lord’s name is Jesus. It was conferred on
Him by the angel announcing His birth. “Lord” is
a title, often signifying Jesus’ supreme authority
over all creation. But “Christ” is the title which
most fully describes the person and work of the
Lord Jesus, and, at least in Antioch, was the title
by which Jesus was most often set forth as the
disciples preached the gospel there. In fact, the
basic content of apostolic preaching was that
Jesus is the Christ, and belief in that truth
constituted saving faith (John 20:31; Acts 5:42;
9:22; 1 John 5:1).
The name of Jesus is sweetness, itself, to the
ear of a believer; but the disciples were not called
“Jesus-ians”. The Lordship of Jesus is an essential
and very comforting doctrine of the faith; but the
believers in Antioch were not called “Lord-ians”.
They were called “Christ-ians”. As they
worshipped Jesus and testified about Him, they
worshipped and testified of Him as the Christ.
Therefore, understanding what it is to be a
Christian is tied up in understanding what it means
for Jesus to be The Christ.
“Christ” is nothing more or less than the Greek
equivalent of the Hebrew word “Messiah” (John
1:41). Saying that Jesus is the Christ is one and
the same with saying that Jesus is the Messiah.
(In order to avoid confusion, I will use only the
word Christ even when referring to passages in
the Old Testament that, strictly speaking, would
have “Messiah”). Both Christ and Messiah mean
“anointed one”. In the days of Old Covenant Israel
(as recorded in the Old Testament) there were
three offices to which a man was ordained by
anointing with oil: Prophet, Priest and King. His
anointing to that office signified that God’s Spirit
would be given to him to enable him to carry out
his work. Each of those offices was a mediatorial
office. That is, the prophets, priests and kings of
Israel operated as mediators between God and
NEW FOCUS AUGUST / SEPTEMBER 2008

the people. The prophets heard from God and
spoke to the people in God’s behalf. The priests,
by way of offerings and prayers, spoke to God
on the people’s behalf. The Kings exercised
God’s authority on behalf of the people to secure
their peace and prosperity. All of these men were
referred to as christs – “little-c” christs.
But the Jews of the Old Covenant knew that
all of these lesser christs were foreshadows of
One individual whom God had promised would
come, and this individual would embody all three
of these “christ” offices perfectly in one man
(Daniel 9:25).
Christians believe that Jesus of Nazareth is
that one Man who is the Christ. For this reason,
unbelieving Jews refused to call the disciples of
Jesus “Christians”, because the Jews, for the
most part certainly did not believe that Jesus was
the Christ. Christians believe that Jesus is the
one and only prophet, priest and king over God’s
universe. For there is one God and one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus (1
Timothy 2:5).
There are two important points to note: 1. That
Jesus is the Christ, and 2. that He is the only
Christ – the one and only Mediator who presently
occupies the office of Prophet, Priest and King
over God’s people.
Jesus Christ is God’s singular Christ-prophet.
Over the centuries before the earthly life of Jesus,
there were many prophets; Jesus is the final and
perfect prophet of God. As the book of Hebrews
states:

DISCOVERING CHRIST IN

GALATIANS

TITLE
NEW

Galatians is unequivocal in its defence

Discovering
Christ In
Galatians
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WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN ?

In the past God spoke to our forefathers
through the prophets at many times and in
various ways, but in these last days he has
spoken to us by his Son ... (Hebrews 1:1, 2).
To Christians, Jesus is the one and only Christprophet because He is uniquely qualified to speak
to men on behalf of God. He alone has seen God
so that He knows the truth of God with absolute
accuracy (John 1:18). Moreover, He is God,
Himself, in human flesh. By His very being and
actions, He declares God, even if He speaks no
words at all (1 Timothy 3:16; Hebrews 1.3) He is
the Christ-prophet because God specifically
pointed Him out as the one to whom all should
listen (Deuternomy 18:15-19; Matthew 17:5). He
is the Christ-prophet because He is not only the
messenger of God, He is the message of God.
Both Old and New Testaments are about Him
(Luke 24:44; John 5:46). He fulfills His prophetic
office with such power and effect, that all of God’s
people listen to Him and respond positively to
His message (John 10.27).
Christians are those who recognise Jesus the
Christ, and Him alone, as their prophet. They are
glad for the pastors and preachers whom God
sends their way, but they recognise no authority
over truth other than Jesus the Christ-Prophet.
They do not acknowledge any authority on
matters of faith and practice other than Jesus
Christ: no preacher, pastor, elder, bishop, council
or any other ecclesiastical authority is permitted
to bind their conscience beyond the word of Jesus
the Christ.
There were many high priests in Old Covenant
Israel, because each of them died leaving the
office vacant for the next person. To Christians,
Jesus is the one and only Christ-priest because
He alone has the character and sacrifice
acceptable to God. It is true that, in some sense,
all of God’s people are priests, for all of God’s
people enter His presence through prayer and
offer “the sacrifice of praise” (Hebrews 13:15).
They even intercede for one another as they pray
for one another. But there is no special class of
priests among Christians. There is not a single
reference in all the New Testament of any man
pronouncing forgiveness on a confessing sinner
or offering a sacrifice in behalf of another man.
In the matter of putting away sin, only the Lord
Jesus Christ can serve as a priest. There is no
one else worthy to be such a priest, no one else
sufficient to the task, and no one else with a
suitable sacrifice (Hebrews 7:23-28, 9:14). Only
Jesus is holy and righteous, ever living, and able
and willing to sacrifice Himself. Therefore,
Christians trust no one other than Jesus to bear
their sins before God and put them away by His
blood.
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By His sinless life and sacrificial death, Jesus
put away the sins of all whom He represented as
their priest (Hebrews 10:14). God gave His
testimony that Jesus’ sacrifice was sufficient by
raising Jesus from the dead.
The power and authority to forgive sins is
Christ’s and Christ’s alone (Luke 5:24). A close
examination of any of the Scriptural texts that
seem to indicate that Jesus conferred forgiving
authority on Peter or any of the other apostles
will prove that they forgave sins only in the sense
that their preaching was an effective declaration
of forgiveness to those who believed the
message (Acts 13:39). Christians do not look to
a priest-class, a church, a ceremony or any such
thing to put away their sin. They confess their
sins to none but Jesus, seek forgiveness from
none but Him, and can have their consciences
quieted by none but Him. Jesus and Jesus alone
is their Christ-priest.
To Christians, Jesus is the one and only Christking. Only Jesus has been declared by God to
be Lord or King (Matthew 28:18; Acts 2:36;
Philippians 2:9-11). There is no authority among
Christians other than Jesus Christ. Men who
serve as pastors, elders, bishops, deacons and
such do so only under the authority of Christ and
they have no right to go beyond what He has
said in binding the consciences of the disciples
of the Lord Jesus. Not even the twelve apostles
of Jesus demanded obedience apart from the
word of Christ. Paul said, “Be followers of me,
even as I also am of Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1).
Furthermore, Jesus’ Lordship extends beyond
mere authority: He has universal power. No one
can stop Him from doing whatever He wants to
do, nor can anyone stop Him from bringing to
pass anything He desires. The same sovereign
authority and power that belong to God belong
to Him, for He is God. Therefore, Christians bow
to no ecclesiastical authority but Christ. They
submit to no man or group of men in matters of
the heart, they submit only to Jesus the Christ.
They trust their care to no person other than
Christ.
Prophet, Priest, King: Put all three of these
together in one person and you have The Christ,
the only fit object of adoration, worship and trust.
Christians are those who adore, worship and trust
the Lord Jesus Christ and no one else. They listen
to no other prophet, seek forgiveness and God’s
grace through no other priest, and bow to no other
sovereign than Jesus, the Christ.
Many other things could be said about what a
Christian should be, but this is what a Christian
is. To whatever degree a person listens to, trusts
in, submits to or worships someone other than
Jesus of Nazareth, he ceases to be Christian.
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The Faithful City and The Harlot

Isaiah Chapter 1
21 How is the faithful city become an
harlot! it was full of judgment;
righteousness lodged in it; but now
murderers.
22 Thy silver is become dross, thy wine
mixed with water:
23 Thy princes are rebellious, and
companions of thieves: every one
loveth gifts, and followeth after
rewards: they judge not the
fatherless, neither doth the cause of
the widow come unto them.
24 Therefore saith the Lord, the LORD
of hosts, the mighty One of Israel,
Ah, I will ease me of mine
adversaries, and avenge me of mine
enemies:
25 And I will turn my hand upon thee,
and purely purge away thy dross, and
take away all thy tin:
26 And I will restore thy judges as at the
first, and thy counsellors as at the
beginning: afterward thou shalt be
called, The city of righteousness, the
faithful city.
27 Zion shall be redeemed with
judgment, and her converts with
righteousness.
28 And the destruction of the
transgressors and of the sinners shall
be together, and they that forsake the
LORD shall be consumed.
29 For they shall be ashamed of the
oaks which ye have desired, and ye
shall be confounded for the gardens
that ye have chosen.
30 For ye shall be as an oak whose leaf
fadeth, and as a garden that hath no
water.
31 And the strong shall be as tow, and
the maker of it as a spark, and they
shall both burn together, and none
shall quench them.
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False religion is apostasy from the gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ. The sad state of Jerusalem
described by Isaiah in this passage was the result
of a departure from the true and living God
instigated by those who claimed to be God’s
messengers. Every crime in the land—murder,
theft, bribery, and injustice of every kind—fell first
and foremost, not on the shoulders of civil
leaders, but religious. The same is true in our
day. Let no man deceive you by any means: for
that day shall not come, except there come a
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed,
the son of perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth
himself above all that is called God, or that is
worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the
temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.
(2 Thessalonians 2: 3, 4).
When true religion is replaced by false religion
silver becomes dross, wine is diluted with water.
In Jerusalem, the people brought the sacrifices
to the Lord which He commanded be brought.
Not the torn and the lame, but fed beasts and
the fat thereof, yes, they brought the best of the
best (v. 11). They did not perform their religious
services with those awful idolaters in the groves
of the high places, but says the Lord, they tread
my courts (v. 12). They left out nothing from God’s
appointed feasts as specified in the law but
observed them all, with precise exactness,
accompanied by much prayer (v. 13-15). At first
glance the silver and the wine appeared like real
silver and real wine. But it was counterfeit silver.
It was watered-down wine.
Seeking God’s favour
The people had been taught that their acts of
obedience, together with the daily sacrifice, would
be their sanctification and their justification by
which they would be accepted of God. Flattered
by the lips of liars into thinking their religious
obedience made God smile upon them, they
demonstrated in reality that they had no
understanding of God’s mercy and grace, and
no felt need of it. They did not look into the word
of the Lord to behold the Lord’s way of salvation
but went to the word to learn what they could do
to vindicate themselves before Him. They trod
the Lord’s courts not to behold the promised
Messiah, not to see the Lord our Righteousness,
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not to acknowledge their failure to produce
holiness and appeal to Him that sanctifieth.
Instead, they came so that God and their fellow
men could take notice of them. They were like
such as attend church to be seen of their
neighbours, take part in prayer-meetings to gain
respect of men, practise self-denial to be praised
of their peers — all the time imagining that God
considers such hypocrisy worthy of His love.
Mercenary ministers
In verse 23 Isaiah tells us why the religious
leaders would not declare the truth of God. They
were afraid of suffering the loss of personal gain.
A doctorate or a pulpit does not change what a
man is in his heart. If God has not revealed Christ
in him he will rebel against God by refusing to
set forth Christ the Lord in whom sinners are
complete, perfected, purged, righteous, and holy.
He may say with his lips that Christ is the end of
the law for righteousness to all believers but he
will disannul grace with the works he adds.
Improperly using the law, he will oppress sinners
into his religious servitude with threats of church
discipline and promises of special rewards in
heaven for time well-served. He will secretly
pamper those in the congregation who have the
means to pad his pockets with gifts and rewards.
Also, he deals harshly with those orphans and
widows too monetarily poor to appease his bellygod, too spiritually bankrupt to satisfy what he
esteems as righteous conformity to Mt Sinai.
Because he knows not Christ who is the believer’s
only Reward, he expects praise from God for the
cities he and his taskmasters made the people
build for him (Galatians 6:13; Jeremiah 6:13-14;
Philippians 3:18, 19; Exodus 1:8-11). Therefore
saith the Lord, the LORD of hosts, the mighty
One of Israel, Ah, I will ease me of mine
adversaries, and avenge me of mine enemies
(v. 24 cf. vv. 28-31 and Matthew 7:22, 23).
A remnant preserved
Yet, even in a day when the whole world was
consumed in religious immorality and that moral
degradation spilled out into the streets, the Lord
of hosts had a very small remnant (v. 9). And for
the sake of that very small remnant, the Lord
spared the whole land. Blessed be God the same
holds true in our day—It is of the Lord’s mercies
that we are not consumed (Lamentations 3:22).
How then will the Lord save His people? Isaiah
continues to reveal the word of the Lord, And I
will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge
away thy dross, and take away all thy tin (v. 25):
The Lord turns His hand of grace upon each of
His children because He turned His hand of
justice upon the Son of His love (Zechariah 13:
10

7). His remnant was in the same condition as
the rest of the rebels. They had broken God’s
law. Each one considered Him an enemy in their
minds by wicked works. Therefore their dross,
their sin and guilt must be purged, their mocksilver, the tin of counterfeit righteousness, must
be taken away. It is only by Christ’s blood in God’s
court and Christ’s blood in the conscience that
His people are made righteous and holy to be
accepted of Him (Hebrews 1:3; 9:14.)
The faithful city
And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and
thy counsellors as at the beginning: afterward
thou shalt be called, The city of righteousness,
the faithful city (v. 27). When the sovereign of
heaven and earth says, “I will” and “I shall” then
you can be sure He will and He shall. Before
King Jesus comes He always sends an
ambassador to announce His arrival (1 Samuel
12: 6-11; Jeremiah 23: 4; Isaiah 52: 8; Jeremiah
3: 15). Christ, who rules in Zion teaches His
people through His true prophets who faithfully
declare the Word of Truth. The Lord’s pastors
are called judges because they declare the Judge
of the whole earth who redeems His people in
truth. They are called counsellors because they
speak only of Christ our Counsellor who converts
His people in righteousness. The triune God is
the Judge and Counsellor which was at the first,
in the beginning, whose communion He promises
to restore to His people. Heavenly Jerusalem
shall be called the city of righteousness, the
faithful city because it shall be populated by a
righteous and faithful people made so by Him
that is called Faithful and True. “Thy people also
shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the land
for ever, the branch of my planting, the work of
my hands, that I may be glorified” (Isaiah 60:21).
Remember This
Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her
converts with righteousness (v. 27). God saves
in holiness. Christ shall convert His people from
darkness to His marvellous light the same way
that He paid the wages they owed to God’s law,
with judgment and with righteousness. He did not
make God’s law honourable by using deceit.
Neither shall He call out His elect using a word
of compromise or a way of guile. Mark this. Lock
it away in your heart and meditate upon it. From
the election of His remnant, to their redemption,
to their conversion, to their deliverance into glory,
even to the destruction of the transgressors and
sinners; on that great day of the Lord all praise
shall be to Him who alone is Righteous to redeem
Zion with judgment, and convert her with
righteousness.
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Henry Dowling was the first Baptist minister of the gospel to settle in Tasmania and amongst the very earliest in
Australia as a whole. Australia at the time was a vast wing of His Majesty’s prison service. It was neglected by the
Baptist Missionary Society whose constitution drawn up for the ‘propagation of the gospel amongst the heathen’ prevented
it from labouring in predominantly white colonies, despite the fact that there were few more godless places than the
early Australian settlements.
Henry Dowling travelled to Tasmania in 1834 as a private individual and embarked upon this service as a mature
preacher. He had previously fulfilled a long and fruitful pastorate of over twenty years in Colchester, and had preached
Dr Robert Hawker’s funeral sermon at Devonport, England. He founded the first Baptist church in Hobart, Tasmania in
1835, took over the pastorate at Launceston in 1841 and served there until 1867. He died in Launceston in 1869. The
end of convict transportation to Tasmania occurred in 1852.
The following episode occurred in August 1857, when Henry was seventy-six years old and is drawn largely from the
pages of The Earthen Vessel, a Particular Baptist periodical of the time. Henry Dowling’s story is told fully in a booklet
bearing his name published by Ossett Christian Bookshop. For contact details see page 26 of this magazine.

IS THERE ANY HOPE?
OR,
THE LOSS OF ‘THE DUNBAR’ AND ONE
HUNDRED AND TWENTY-TWO PERSONS,
AMONG WHOM WAS THE DAUGHTER OF
MR HENRY DOWLING, BAPTIST MINISTER
AT LAUNCESTON, HER HUSBAND, AND
THEIR SIX CHILDREN.

The Anchor from The Dunbar
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‘Is there any hope?’ These were nearly the last
words of an immense group of precious souls
who were passengers in that lost vessel The
Dunbar, and who being awaked out of their sleep
in the middle of the night in the end of August
last, had rushed up on deck, and almost frantic
at the yawnings of death which here surrounded
them, they cried out to the sailors to know if any
spark of hope remained? The captain said, ‘Yes!’
but in a moment, the deck burst, the ship was
shattered in a thousand pieces, and every soul
on board, the captain, the crew (James Johnson
excepted), the passengers, husbands, wives,
children, servants, and all, were hurried into the
foaming sea; and there they sunk, never, in this
world, to rise again. What a sudden, what an
unexpected transition! For months they had
anticipated a safe arrival in Sydney, they had
been carried kindly over many a dangerous sea,
and thrown hither and thither by many a
threatening wave. But the lighthouse was in sight,
the desired haven was near: they retired to rest
expecting that perhaps the next few hours would
find them in their adopted homes. But, alas! alas!
Oh! heart-rending thought! while they were
dreaming of their new destination, the ship struck,
the top masts were driven to the winds: ‘Breakers
ahead!’ was loudly called; from their quiet beds
they fled with shrieks and screams which none
can describe, and ere reflection could survey the
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indescribably awful crisis, the waves washed their
bodies down to the deeps; and their spirits
returned unto God who gave them. Where now
they are, we cannot tell. We shall be truly glad to
learn that any of them were true believers in the
exalted PRINCE OF PEACE. Because to them,
painful as to sight and sense the scene appeared;
to them, the entrance into glory was certain,
although the passage, for a moment, might be
terrific and dark.
How truly blest are they who in THE LORD
believe; and who, covered beneath the shadow
of his wings can never perish! Reader! Art thou
a heaven-born soul? Hast thou fled for refuge to
lay hold upon the Hope set before you? Art thou
in Christ? Then thou hast nothing to fear from
seas or storms, for though they may carry thee
out of this dying world, thy Father-God will safely
take thee to his home, to his heaven, to dwell
with all the glorified for ever. Amen. But, if in
nature’s deadly cavern still thou art, or if with
only a name to live, a mere empty lamp without
one drop of oil; if neither in covenant-love,
atoning blood, or gospel-power thou standest
accepted, we dare to say to you, in such a plight,
there is ‘NO HOPE’. The next rolling wave of
life’s uncertain sea may wash thee, body and
soul, into everlasting woe! But if at Mercy’s door,
with a sense of thy danger, and a deep-wrought
desire to be found in Christ, thou art asking: ‘Is
there any hope?’ we answer, YES. There is hope,
and assurance too, for our Captain has in ten
thousand cases verified that precious promise:
‘Him that cometh unto me I will in no wise cast
out.’
Our highly esteemed, and much revered
brother in Christ, Henry Dowling of Launceston,
has sent us The Launceston Review, with full
particulars of this most painful event. Mr Dowling
has an excellent son and his family, who have
recently arrived in London from Australia. An
excellent Christian lady, Mrs Solomon, also a
member of Mr Dowling’s church, has this last
summer come to England. From hence, and
other sources, we have ample proof of the very
high position (as a minister of Christ, and as a
most useful member of society) which Mr Dowling
occupies in Tasmania. He has passed the threescore and ten, but is hale, cheerful, full of energy,
fruitful, devoted, and increasingly honoured. This
must have been a severe stroke to his most
affectionate heart; but we are persuaded that,
like another ancient saint, he has submissively
bowed his head with: ‘IT IS THE LORD, let him
do as seemeth him good.’ We have only room
for a very brief extract from the paper referred
to. The Sydney papers say:‘The first class ship Dunbar, which sailed from
Plymouth on the 31st of May, had arrived off the
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lighthouse late on Thursday night, August 20th.
The wind was blowing in gusts at the time, and a
drizzling rain. The captain made for the Heads,
but must have mistaken a gap near the lighthouse
for the entrance, as the vessel struck immediately
beneath the lighthouse. The first shock was
fearful, the three topmasts were carried away at
once, and the mizen masts went immediately
afterwards. The sea was making a complete
breach over her, and she broke up with a fearful
crash five minutes after striking. There were sixty
three passengers and fifty nine officers and
seamen, every soul of whom perished, with the
exception of one seaman named James
Johnson, who was most miraculously preserved,
and alone left to give particulars of this fearful
calamity. This event cast the city into deep gloom,
and every place of business was closed on the
day that the few bodies that were recovered were
buried.’1
In a letter written just after this tragedy, Henry
Dowling Jnr. tells of his father’s response:We all feel the loss very deeply, and the
almost universal sympathy expressed for we who
survive, is overwhelming. You will be glad to hear
that the dear old pastor, our father, received the
sad, sad intelligence very meekly and that his
mind has since been sustained in a marvellously
encouraging manner. The news was brought to
us at five o’clock on Sunday evening, the 30th of
August. My dear Mr Lonim kindly consented to
go to him with the sad news. He said at once:
“Be still, and know that I am God”, and retired
alone to another room. The people were
assembled for divine worship, and they
determined to hold a prayer meeting. I
understand that, to the astonishment of all, at
the close he walked into the chapel and prayed
for several minutes. On the following Wednesday
evening, he preached the usual weekly sermon:
‘It is I, be not afraid.’ This morning, prior to the
ordinance, he preached to a large body of
sympathising friends from ‘Ye shall indeed drink
of my cup’, and wonderfully was he sustained.2
Graciously prepared
In other papers sent to the ‘Earthen Vessel’ at
the same time, a newspaper obituary appeared:OBITUARY
On the night of Thursday, the 20th ult., through
the melancholy wreck of the ship Dunbar, near
the entrance of Sydney harbour, after a previously
prosperous voyage from London - Mr Kilner
Waller, aged 41 years, son of the late Captain
Edward Waller, of HM 87th Regiment Royal Irish
Fusiliers, and brother of Mr J G Waller, of
Wynyard Square, Sydney; also Hannah Maria,
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his wife and daughter of the Rev. Henry Dowling
of Launceston, Tasmania; also their six children,
Mary Dowling, aged 13 years; Edward Kilner,
aged 9 years; Kate Elizabeth, aged 8 years; Maria
Theresa, aged 6 years; Arthur Henry, aged 4
years and 3 months; John Leonard, aged 3 years;
and the servant accompanying them, were all
lost.3
Sanctified sorrow
Dowling himself was able to write and break the
news to a friend in the following humble spirit:Launceston, Aug. 31st
My Dear Sister in the Lord,
We had scarcely dried up the tears of
sympathy for you, as the honoured weepers in
your sorrows, when we have to call upon you to
weep for us; not sorrowing as those who have no
hope, but believing that those who sleep in Jesus
God will bring with him.
In the moment of unexpected sorrow we feel
as creatures; but, brought up by the Holy Spirit
in the faith [that] the Divine reigns, we find that
our triumph over human weakness is complete,
and the language of our heart is: ‘Blessed be the
name of the Lord!’
One trial seems often sanctified to meet us
for another; and as we have so often found the
flame could not reach to destroy, so we expect
that it is only destined to purify.
The enclosed will give you some of the details
of the melancholy fact, to which I may add, that
it seems by evidence that our dear Waller was
up to the last day on board, the chaplain; and
while thus sustained in Christian character, I have
no doubt ministered in the gospel of God. And
who can tell, but the lispings of his tongue were
the ‘power of God unto salvation’? We may hope
so, even without testimony. Such providences
confound sense, but leave faith upon a high and
stable Rock, Firm as th’ everlasting hills.
Having felt the shock of the shipwreck, we
are looking round to gather up the instances of
providence, so awakening to our thoughts and
feelings. One man saved to tell the tale! and only
one to mark the desolation, and tell he knew the
Wallers, and to inform us that dear Kilner was
the spiritual light in the ship, until Jehovah our
God required him no more in an earthly position.
He heard the speaking that was divine: ‘Enter
into the joy of thy Lord.’
Viewing the covenant purposes of our God,
the provisions of mercy in our all-glorious Christ,
and the divine Agent, the Quickener for heaven,
it is possible that all were bound up in the bundle
of life with the Lord. We will hope so; we only
speak with absolute certainty in matters of faith
where truth is declarative.
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Those lengthened particulars will be found in
the English papers. We send you the evidence
of the spared man. We know you will retire before
the throne, and when the heart may not be able
to govern articulation, the look up, the sigh, will
affectionately recognise us as one with you in
Christ.
Dear John Waller wrote to say, the bodies of
Mrs W. and her eldest daughter were found
together (no doubt it was a dying embrace)
unmutilated, and the only ones so preserved.
Dear Maria, he says, her features were calm,
placid, and unchanged. They were buried in the
same grave. It was thought that Kilner was seen
in the sea, but that is uncertain. The fragments
of others were put into the graves, unowned.
Henry Dowling, Sen.4
Diary entry
The record in his diary of this bereavement is
typically concise. It displays the simplicity of his
faith - not to be mistaken for lack of feeling:“My beloved daughter Hannah Maria, with her
husband Kilner Waller, and their six children,
sailed from England, on May 31st, 1857, in the
Dunbar for Sydney. On the night of August 20th,
1857, after a fine passage, the vessel was
wrecked just outside Sydney Heads, and
passengers and crew numbering one hundred
and twenty souls, were lost, with the exception
of one sailor, named Johnson. He alone was left
to tell the tale of woe. The body of my dear child
and her eldest daughter, and a domestic, were
found, and subsequently buried at Sydney.
Dear Kilner and his wife were members with
us in the church militant, and have now joined
the spirits of the just made perfect in the church
triumphant. The event has been one of deep
sorrow to us: but our God has sustained and
comforted. His blessed will done, has swallowed
up ours; and my heart, in solemn adoration, bows
before the throne of mercy in the language of
Job 1 v 21.
Kilner Waller, aged forty one, was the son of
the late Captain Edmund Waller, 87th Regiment,
and his maternal uncle was Lord Gough, so highly
distinguished as an officer of the British army.
On the Lord’s Day, September 6th, I preached
on the sad occasion to a large congregation from
Matthew 20 v 23, and Romans 10 vv 1, 33. May
a God of grace pour down a blessing upon the
word spoken.”
1 The ‘Earthen Vessel’ Annual for 1857 p 274
2 The ‘Earthen Vessel’ Annual for 1858 pp 9, 10
3 The ‘Earthen Vessel’ Annual for 1858 p 8
4 The ‘Earthen Vessel’ Annual for 1858 p 10
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Robert Leighton
(1611-1684)

And The Seventeenth
Century Church Crisis
Part 1: Away from a political view of the Church
Two contrasting centuries of turmoil
The Church of the Lord Jesus Christ in the United
Kingdom has gone through many turbulent times.
Two periods in history, however, stand out as
being the most turbulent of all. These are the
mid sixteenth century when the great spiritual
battle between the papists and Reformed
Christianity was at it height and the midseventeenth century when the Church was
battling with itself, brother against brother. The
first battle was honourable and triumphant for
the gospel, the second battle sordid and
shameful. Honourable saints such as John Jewel,
John Foxe, Edmund Grindal and Thomas Lever,
to mention but a few of the many, paved the way
for a continuous Reformation in the sixteenth
century. The faithful ministry of such as
Christopher Love, Joseph Hall, John Bunyan,
John Owen and Robert Leighton provided a solid,
well-illuminated path through the dark battlegrounds of power-seeking, prestige-hunting,
external religion and the onrush of Rationalism
that tore Britain apart in the seventeenth century.
The sixteenth century Reformers mentioned
have all been biographical subjects in these
pages as also Love and Hall. Leighton is our
subject for this issue, followed, God willing, by
Owen and Bunyan in the near future. Robert
Leighton’s witness cannot heal all the wounds
caused by the seventeenth century degrading of
doctrine and church order through Rationalism
as he, too, was a child of his day and at times
hardly knew which way to turn himself. However,
14
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if we follow what he taught a little closer than
what he did in times of great weakness and peril,
we will not go far wrong. Leighton pointed back
to the new-born Church and the Reformation
which restored much of New Testament
spirituality. Sadly, the churches have not
recovered from the violent times of Leighton’s
days. This is because the present day Reformed
Church of the Lord Jesus Christ looks constantly
to the worst days of the seventeenth century
Episcopalian-Presbyterian controversy to find
solutions to its grave church-splitting problems
instead of back to the glorious days of the
Reformation and back to the Bible. Indeed, when
modern so-called Evangelicals speak today of
the Reformation, they do not mean the
Reformation at all but the seventeenth century
when true Reformation almost came to an end
and politics, dogmatism, legalism, rationalism
and moral chaos were set up in its stead.
A ‘wide-brained man’ begets a saintly son
Robert Leighton was a Scotsman and the son of
the well-known, if not notorious, Alexander
Leighton who ministered in London and Utrecht.
Robert’s place of birth is not known; some say
London, others say Edinburgh. Alexander’s
Father was a minister in the Church of Scotland,
and, according to A. B. Gosart, the great expert
on these times, was, ‘in certain elements, a larger,
stronger, wider-brained man, than his saintly son’.
In 1624, Alexander wrote a book entitled
Speculum Belli Sacri (The Mirror of Holy War)
which caused much public offence and in 1628
he published An Appeal to the Parliament: or
Sion’s Plea against the Prelates in which he called
bishops ‘anti-Christian’ and ‘satanic’ and which
many took to be a plea to murder the bishops.
For these and further behaviour which shocked
the nation, Alexander suffered the barbarous
punishment of having his ears clipped, nose slit
and the letters S. S. (Sower of Sedition) branded
on his cheek. Nevertheless, Archbishop Leighton
always spoke of his ‘kind and loving father’.
At the age of 16, Robert’s parents (we know
nothing about his mother apart from that she was
a most sincere Christian) sent him to Edinburgh
University and placed him under the guardianship
of Sir James Stewart, a strong advocate of
Presbyterianism. Alarm was raised at the
university when Robert lampooned the Provost
in sarcastic verse concerning his ‘oaken head’
and ‘red nose’ and ridiculed the Scottish bishops.
At this time, he was obviously his father’s son.
Sir James had to use all his influence to prevent
his protégé being expelled. The boy wrote a letter
to his father saying, ‘Pray for me, as I know you
do, that the Lord might keep me from like falls.’
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Robert took his Master’s degree on 28th July,
1631 in Logic and Natural Philosophy. He wished
to enter the ministry but his father had been given
a ten-year sentence and the Episcopalians
wanted nothing to do with a Leighton and the
Presbyterians were not too pleased with the
reputation the Leightons had given them. So
Alexander, who had private means which his
many fines did not exhaust, sent his son abroad
for a time to stay with various relations on the
Continent, chiefly at Duay. Robert stayed long
enough in France to master the language and
the French Bible became his daily reader for the
rest of his life. Alexander was freed earlier than
expected in 1641 and Robert, now thirty years
of age, returned to Scotland.
Presbyterianism was growing and the
Edinburgh presbytery gave Robert a licence to
preach in July, 1641 and he was ordained minister
of Newbattle in the Presbytery of Dalkeith on 16th
of that year. Though young in experience,
Leighton was chosen as a member of the General
Assembly in 1642. This was a year before the
new Presbyterianism was enforced via the
intolerant ‘Solemn League and Covenant’ which
many old Presbyterians such as the Leightons
deplored.
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The folly of linking the community of saints
with a political system demonstrated
The Synod of Lothian appointed Leighton in 1651
to represent some forty-five Scottish
Presbyterians still imprisoned after a political
coup by the Cromwell regime three years before.
In 1648, some 317 Members of the 489
Parliament, almost all Presbyterians, were
expelled from the House of Commons, most
being imprisoned for different periods of time. A
great many troops were called to London to
suppress any resistance. It was largely a move
to root out those who were in favour of a
continued monarchy and against a Republic.
Christopher Love, the great Presbyterian
preacher, for instance, was imprisoned at this
time and publicly executed in 1651 for preferring
a stable monarchy to an unknown and untried
Republic. It was also obviously because
Cromwell had wearied with Presbyterianism and
especially the Covenanters and become an
Independent. Sadly, no love was lost between
the two factions. The ‘Rump Parliament’ left then
had a majority to turn Britain into a Republic.
Though the Lords turned down a Commons bill
to execute the King because there was no legal
cause for this unprecedented deed, the
Commons ignored the Lords and passed an Act
to try the King for High Treason. Westminster
Assembly member, the Scotsman John Durie
defended Charles bravely but the King was made
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guilty and executed and the House of Lords was
abolished. To test whether Leighton was up-todate in his politics, he was asked if he preached
to the times. Leighton answered his inquisitors
by saying that preaching to the times was not
enough; he preached Christ and Eternity.
However, Pride’s Purge and the unconstitutional
and unlawful act of regicide moved the
Presbyterians, as can be expected, to despair of
Cromwellianism and support Charles II who was
proclaimed King of the Scots on 5th February,
1649 in Edinburgh and crowned on 1st January
1651 at Scone. Even the Resolutioners amongst
the Covenanters began to long for some form of
monarchy and a stable Church.
Leighton rejects a politically motivated
church
Leighton spent five months bargaining in London
for the release of the imprisoned Presbyterians
and confessed that he detested both Cromwell’s
statesmen and the clergymen Cromwell kept
around him. As soon as he returned home, he
asked to be released from his position as a
Presbyterian minister. This caused a great uproar
but, not wishing to lose such a good man, the
Assembly asked Leighton to become the
Principle of Edinburgh University. So great was
the Presbyterians’ respect for Leighton that they
begged him to remain a member of the General
Assembly. William Blair of Dunblane writes that
Leighton, ‘was not blind to the severities that were
practised from 1648 till 1652, and we may infer
that the harshness shown towards so many
worthy men, with all the accompaniments of bitter
debates and sharp-shooting pamphlets, first
cooled his covenanting ardour and afterwards
impelled him, in the struggle between his native
timidity and conscientiousness, to seek refuge
in the resignation of his ministry.’ This is an odd
statement indeed as Leighton’s interest in
Presbyterianism cooled down when the ‘Solemn
League and Covenant’ was made mandatory in
1643, yet by 1648 it was the Independents, not
the Presbyterians who were throwing their weight
about. Blair cannot mean by this that Leighton
was sick of the ministry as such as he continued
to preach, not as a presbyter but as a college
lecturer. His college preaching became so
popular that, although it was in Latin, many
outsiders stormed the university to hear him.
Bishop Gilbert Burnet, who, with his father,
befriended Leighton, remarks in his History of
His Own Time that ‘He had the greatest command
of the purest Latin that ever I knew in any man.
He was a master both of Hebrew and Greek and
of the whole compass of theological learning,
chiefly in the study of the Scriptures.’ Many great
men of theology and letters have testified to
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finding all that Leighton preached ‘all diamonds
set in gold’. Yet Leighton could not be persuaded
to print a single sermon but his manuscripts were
collected and preserved by his colleagues and
friends.
Working for the unity of the saints
Leighton was invited to London at least once a
year and used his connection with Cromwell to
raise money for the university and work towards
church union as did his Westminster Assembly
contemporaries John Durie and Thomas
Goodwin. Leighton was not without his mild critics
as some thought he had left the Presbyterian
ministry to favour the free churches, in those days
called sectaries, and others who knew him
noticed that Leighton had many friends and
correspondents amongst the Episcopalians,
which did not please them. This criticism is often
uttered by modern Presbyterians who do not
realise how much Presbyterianism has changed
since the sixteen-thirties. Coincident with the
period 1630-1670, there was a real Europe-wide
movement for church unity between the Church
of England (outlawed between 1643-1660), the
Presbyterians, Independents and Continental
Protestants. During this time there was an
impressive number of ministers of all parties who
sought union, at least a hundred leading British
Reformers and Puritans testifying to this publicly
in their churches, Parliament and the
Westminster Assembly. Amongst those who
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helped plan and finance the movement, were
George Abbot, John Davenant, James Usher,
John Davenport, Daniel Featley, Samuel Ward,
Joseph Hall, John Durie, William Bedell, Joseph
Mede, Richard Sibbes, Richard Holdsworth,
Philip Nye, Samuel Hartlib, John White,
Cornelius Burgess, Thomas Edwards, Thomas
Goodwin, and Richard Baxter. Like minded men
on the Continent such as John Berger, Comenius,
Calixtus, King Gustav II Adolf, Queen Christine,
Oxenstierna and Mattheae supported them as
did also the Swiss, the German, the Romanian,
the Hungarian, the Polish and the Dutch
Protestant churches. Sadly, this great Europeanwide movement, though well chronicled in
thousands of extant documents in at least seven
different languages, is almost totally ignored by
modern evangelical theologians and church
historians. This is shown by the most faulty
reception Charles I, Cromwell and Charles II have
received in modern church-historical
interpretation. All three campaigned and helped
finance such a worthwhile union. Charles I looked
mostly to England, Cromwell to Europe and
Charles II to Scotland and even William Laud,
for a time, joined the movement with a surprising
degree of enthusiasm.
This union was to be based on clear Reformed
doctrine so even Leighton’s Reformed supporters
and close friends who looked to Leighton as a
super-human angel of light were shocked when
they heard that Leighton was a man of flesh and

Dunblane Cathedral
where Leighton served
as Archbishop
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blood who read the Classics, Belles Lettres,
Pascal and even Thomas à Kempis as well as
Augustine and corresponded with Jansenites
whom he had met in France. Still others said that
because Leighton never married and lived so
simply and gave all his money (except some for
books) to the poor, he must be a papist.
Leighton the preacher and writer
As a preacher and exegete, Leighton was without
a master but his humility and shyness never
allowed him to think that he was more than a fillin and a second choice where preachers were
being employed. This was the reason he never
sat for a portrait or accepted the title of Lord
conferred on him. Praise made him sad as he
never thought it applicable to his actions.
Leighton’s friend and first editor Dr Fall said in
1692:
The Author was the delight and wonder
of all that knew him; his Thoughts were
noble and his Expressions beautiful; his
Gesture and Pronunciation (peculiar to
himself) had a Gravity, a Majesty, and yet
a sweetness in them, that many severe
judges have often said, were beyond all
that they had ever seen at home and
abroad.1
Fall confesses that he is amongst those,
Who do, and must own, to their great
comfort, that they find a Sweetness in this
divine Author’s Thoughts and way of
Writing, peculiar to him, which make these
Scriptures, thus treated by him, drop
sweeter to their souls than Honey and the
Honey-comb. While they enlighten their
Understanding, at the same time they
purify and rejoice their Hearts; while they
make wise the Simple, they convert their
Soul.2
Coleridge said in April, 1814, ‘I bless the hour
that introduced me to the knowledge of the
evangelical, Apostolical Abp. Leighton’. Coleridge
had thought the praise of Leighton’s hearers was
an exaggerated hyperbole of affection, especially
when they said that Leighton’s words showed that
he was divinely inspired. Coleridge then studied
Leighton and confessed, that he had only heard
the truth. Spurgeon tells us in his famous
Commenting and Commentaries that ‘Everything
that fell from his pen is worth its weight in
diamonds’. Of his commentary on 2nd Peter,
Spurgeon wrote, ‘We need scarcely commend
this true heavenly work. It is a favourite with all
spiritual men.’ One of Leighton’s earliest
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biographers, George Jerment said of Leighton
that he was,
More sententious than Reynolds, more
refined than Howe, more eloquent than
Baxter; less diffuse and argumentative but
more practical than Charnock; less
profound, but clearer and more savoury
than Owen; less ingenious, but sweeter
and more sublime than Hall, he will not
suffer by comparison with any divine of
his age.

New hope of unity after Cromwell’s death
With the death of Cromwell and the brief,
featureless reign of his son, a great change of
mind was seen amongst the former Regicides
and haters of the monarchy and Episcopalianism.
Oddly enough, they could not imagine the one
without the other. For many, this was a
repentance of convenience and opportunism.
With the Baptists and Presbyterians to the fore,
they begged Charles II to restore the monarchy
and set up English and Scottish churches along
unionist lines. Charles introduced an Edict of
Toleration but he had not reckoned with the new
Parliament and the recent laws set up by
Cromwell which did not tolerate Dissenters i.e.
then Anglicans, but now Presbyterians,
Independents and Baptists. Parliament refused
to agree. Charles I and Cromwell ruled through
Parliament but according to the new terms of the
monarchy, it was Parliament who ruled Charles
II. The King, however, decided to move warily to
foster a Unionist Protestant Church in Scotland,
though he had a real backing for this, and set up
a quartet of popular Scots ministers with a
covenanting background to pave the way. He
gave James Sharp, who recommended himself
with a strong Scots backing, the Archbishopric
at St Andrews, Andrew Fairfowl the Archbishopric
of Glasgow, and James Hamilton the diocese of
Galloway. Charles then began to doubt the
wisdom of his move so he insisted on filling the
fourth office himself by giving a bishopric to a
friend he could trust absolutely, Robert Leighton.
Our subject was asked to choose which ever
vacant diocese he thought best. Leighton called
the King’s request ‘a mortification greater than a
cell and haircloth’ and asked for unimportant and
obscure Dunblane. The King was delighted with
the choice as Leighton had chosen an area far
from public notice and the gaze of Sharp, where
he had an entirely free hand, backed by the King.
To be concluded next issue.
1 Preface to Eighteen Sermons,
2 Preface to Commentary on Saint Peter.
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The Lord’s Free-man
1 Corinthians 7:22

And who is the Lord’s free-man? Jesus himself hath given a decided
answer to this enquiry. Whosoever committeth sin (saith Jesus) is the
servant of sin. Now as by nature we were all born in this state of
bondage to sin, and by practice have fully manifested the stock of
servitude to which by nature we belong; we are vassals and slaves to
sin, and in bondage to all the dreadful consequences. But (saith Jesus)
if the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed! John 8:3436. Hence then, my soul, learn what it is to be the Lord’s free-man,
and the blessed effects resulting from this freedom.
1. If this be thy portion, thou art no longer in bondage to the
curse of God’s broken law. Jesus hath freed thee from this;
having redeemed thee from the curse of the law, in being
made himself a curse.
2. Thou art no longer under the penalty of sin; Jesus delivered
thee from the wrath to come, when he, who knew no sin,
became sin for his people, that they might be made the
righteousness of God in him.
3. Thou art no longer under the dominion of sin: Jesus hath
taken away this power also; for the law of the Spirit of life
which is in Christ Jesus, hath made his people free from the
law of sin and death.
4. Thou art loosed from the yoke of Satan: for by the conquest
of Christ on the cross, thou art delivered from the power of
darkness and translated into the kingdom of God’s dear Son.
5. Thou art freed from the slavish fears of death: for through
death Jesus hath destroyed him that had the power of death,
that is the devil, and hath delivered them, who, through the
fear of death, were all their life-time subject to bondage.
Are these among the privileges of the Lord’s free-man? Is it thus
to be a citizen of the Jerusalem above, which is free, and the mother
of us all? Hail then, thou almighty Lord of thy people! It is thou who
hast redeemed them to God by thy blood! And therefore to thee we
wave the palm of victory, ascribing all our salvation to God and the
Lamb!

from The Poor Man’s Evening Portions November 22
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A Preacher’s Thoughts About

Preaching
Part 3

“I was made a minister,
according to the gift of the
grace of God given unto
me by the effectual
working of his power. Unto
me, who am less than the
least of all saints, is this
grace given, that I should
preach among the Gentiles
the unsearchable riches of
Christ; And to make all
men see what is the
fellowship of the mystery,
which from the beginning
of the world hath been hid
in God, who created all
things by Jesus Christ.”
(Ephesians 3:7-9)

20

The Work Of The Ministry
In these verses we have one of
Paul’s many descriptions of the work
of the ministry. The Holy Spirit has
given these descriptions to the
church so that the saints of God
might have a proper attitude toward
those who are called to the work of
the gospel. We should have a high
and sober attitude toward the
ministry of the gospel. It is my desire
to magnify my office before men,
both in my preaching and my
conduct. So I make no apology for
publishing such an article as this. I
pray that it may be used of God for
the benefit of His church.
No Greater Work
There is no greater work in the
church, or in the world, than that of

preaching the gospel. It is an awesome thing to
stand before men as God’s spokesman. Each
time a man stands in the pulpit, it is his
responsibility to proclaim the eternal truths of
Divine Revelation. He must speak to the immortal
souls of men, as one who must give account to
God. To me, there is nothing on earth more
important or pressing than my preparation for my
next sermon.
Yet, it is the unspeakable joy of God’s servants
to proclaim to men the unsearchable riches of
God’s grace, with boldness and power. The work
of the ministry is great. It requires all of a man,
and more. It is too great for a mere man. Truly,
“we have this treasure in earthen vessels.” Daily
we are constrained to cry, “Who is sufficient for
these things?” It is well for both those in the pew
and those in the pulpit to be often reminded of
the magnitude of this work.
The history of God’s church is written around
the men who have occupied her pulpits. When
the pulpit has been strong, the church has been
powerful. When the pulpit is dry, dead and weak,
the church is cold, lifeless and powerless. The
greatest blessing that God can give to any town,
community or church is a preacher who boldly,
and plainly, declares the gospel in its purity. And
the greatest curse that God can place upon any
group of men is to silence his messengers.
Mark what I say, the greatest famine that can
come to any land is a famine of gospel preaching.
The church can prosper and grow without her
fine buildings, her beautiful music, her organized
Sunday Schools, and her many programs. But if
a church does not have a man to proclaim the
gospel under the anointing of God, she has
nothing.
The doctrine Paul declares in Ephesians 3:79 is clear. Every true gospel minister is made a
minister by the gifts and power of God, for the
glory of Christ and the salvation of chosen,
redeemed sinners.
God’s Authority
The first thing that I want you to see is this. As
God’s minister, Paul was under God’s authority.
If there is anything that this generation needs to
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learn about the ministry it is that God alone makes
a minister, and God’s ministers are under divine
authority. Paul says, “I was made a minister,
according to the gift of the grace of God given
unto me by the effectual working of his power.”
Gospel ministers are made by God alone. No
man can make himself a minister. No Bible
college or seminary can make a minister. No
church or ordination council can make a minister.
Men are made ministers by the gift of the grace
of God. There was nothing in Paul that qualified
him for the work of the ministry by nature. Though
he was a blasphemer and persecutor, there was
nothing in his past that could disqualify him for
the ministry. And, though no man is qualified for
the ministry by nature, there is nothing in a man’s
past life that forbids him from the ministry. Paul
makes it plain that he was gifted by God for the
work of the gospel. So, too, is every true gospel
minister.
Gifted
A very great part of the call to the ministry is the
gifts for the ministry. John Gill said, “He is a true
minister of the gospel who is called of God to the
work of the ministry, and is qualified by him with
grace and gifts for it; and who faithfully discharges
it according to the ability God has given.” God
gives his servants a desire for the ministry. He
gives them, not only a desire to preach, but a
desire to serve the souls of men. All who are
called to preach, are given understanding in the
Scriptures. But understanding is not enough. God
also gives those whom he calls the ability to
clearly explain and communicate the truths of
the gospel. And if a man is called to the work of
the gospel, he is given the ability to lead men,
so that he can take the oversight of God’s flock.
Qualified
The Apostle Paul was not only gifted to preach,
but he was qualified to be God’s minister, by the
power and will of God. He was, himself, a man
converted by the power of God. This is a matter
of vital importance. Before a man can preach to
others, he must be a child of God himself. Carnal
security is never so firm as it is in the ministry!
J.C. Ryle was right when he said, “Nothing is so
dangerous to the soul of man as a barren
familiarity with the things of God!” Paul was filled
with the Holy Spirit. He was bold and fearless
before men. He was a man given to the study of
the Scriptures. Paul was a man of untiring labour,
fervency in prayer and fulness in love. He made
great personal sacrifices for the glory of Christ.
Paul was a man who was in love with Christ; his
heart was set upon heaven. Oh that God would
make me such a man!
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The true gospel preacher is a servant under
the authority of God. If a man is God’s servant,
he is aware that his commission is from heaven.
God’s servants are not sent to be social workers.
They are not sent to be councillors. They are not
sent to be politicians. The servant of God is sent
as the messenger of Christ to men in this world.
God alone determines the place of his service.
He seeks his message from God. And he
declares that message with boldness, because
he realizes that he must give account to God. As
the servant of God, the gospel preacher serves
the interest of Christ’s kingdom, for the glory of
Christ. And as the servant of God, as God’s
minister, faithful pastors are made the rulers of
Christ’s church (Hebrews 13:7, 17). They are not
lords over God’s heritage. But the pastor’s place
is one of authority. A pastor must rule in the
church as a husband must rule his own house.
He rules with gentleness and patience (2 Timothy
2:24-26). He rules by the Word of God; but he
must rule firmly and boldly (1 Timothy 3:4-5).
Gracious Attitude
Second, we look at the example Paul gives to all
gospel preachers concerning their attitude toward
the ministry. As God’s servant, Paul was endowed
with a very gracious attitude. He writes, “Unto
me, who am less than the least of all saints, is
this grace given” (v. 8).
I am fully persuaded that, in great measure,
the success or failure of a man’s ministry will
depend on his attitude toward the work. This
verse shows us several things about Paul’s
attitude. When I consider what Paul says here, it
is no marvel to me that this man was so greatly
used of God for the glory of Christ.
Paul thought very little of himself. “Unto me,
who am less than the least of all saints, is this
grace given.” Was he really less than the least
of all saints? I am persuaded that what Paul gives
us here is his own truthful estimation of himself.
He was not guilty of false modesty. When he
looked at himself from certain aspects, Paul felt
that he was less than the least of all saints. Paul
felt his shortcomings keenly; and he singles them
out with a modest eye. Paul was as faithful as
the most faithful upon the earth. He was a gifted
man and knew his gifts. Yet, among the humble,
he was the humblest. The longer he walked with
Christ, the lower were his estimates of himself.
Someone has pointed out that Paul’s growth was
like this: When he was young in the ministry, he
said, “I am less than the least of all the Apostles.”
Later he wrote, “I am less than the least of all
saints.” And just before he was exalted to glory,
he said, “I am the chief of sinners.” Let us ever
seek greater views of Christ, so that we may have
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lower estimates of ourselves. May our all-glorious
Saviour ever increase that we may be decreased
(John 3:30).
Knowing himself to be least among them, Paul
thought very much of his brethren. These two
things go together – a low opinion of self and a
high opinion of others. Paul was not unrealistic.
He saw many weaknesses in the saints, and he
boldly rebuked them. Yet, he saw that all were
God’s saints that were in Christ, and in that he
saw perfection. That taught him to esteem his
brothers and sisters in Christ better than himself
(Philippians 3:3).
The church of Jesus Christ, with all her spots
and wrinkles, is the fairest society upon the earth.
She is lovely in the eyes of Christ, and she ought
to be in our own. Paul was very loving in his
attitude toward his congregation. He counted it
great grace that he was permitted to preach
among the Gentiles. Read the first chapter of
Romans and you will see how vile and depraved
the Gentiles had become. But Paul was sent to
labour among them, and he preferred them to
any other congregation.
A Godly Example
I like to see pastors follow Paul’s example, falling
in love with the place of their calling. “I never
knew a man,” said Spurgeon, “succeed among a
people unless he preferred them to all others as
the objects of his care. When ministers despise
their congregations, their congregations will very
likely despise them, and then usefulness is out
of the question. When a man thinks himself
above his work the probability is that he is in the
clouds altogether, or stands in the way of some
practical worker of a more commonplace kind,
who would do the work he is despising.” Such is
the heart of God’s servants. God weds a man to
his congregation, and he weds his congregation
to him.
The next thing that is obvious from this verse
is that Paul thought very highly of his work. “Unto
me who am less than the least of all saints is this
grace given, that I should preach.” Paul looked
upon his ministry as a great gift from God, an
honour bestowed, a favour granted. The greatest
title he ever took for himself was, “Paul, a servant
of Jesus Christ.” Here he lifts up his hands in
grateful amazement that so great an honour
should be bestowed upon him. The apostle Paul
had a very clear understanding of what his work
was — “that I should preach”. He kept to his work,
preaching everywhere the gospel of Christ. That
is still the work of the ministry today. Paul calls
the ministry a grace. It was a grace given to enrich
his own soul. He realized the seriousness, the
weight, and the magnitude of his work, and he
rejoiced in it.
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Here is Paul’s crowning attitude toward his
ministry. He had the highest possible thoughts
of his subject. “That I should preach among the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.” The
unsearchable riches of Christ was his one and
only theme. All that he had to say was contained
in that one word – Christ. All that he aimed at
was to glorify Christ. And he did not feel restricted
by this one subject. Paul realized that in Christ
there are riches unsearchable. Therefore, he
declared the riches of Christ’s Person, the riches
of His Covenant, the riches of His Incarnation,
the riches of His Life, the riches of His
Substitutionary Death, the riches of His Glorious
Resurrection, the riches of His Intercession, the
riches of His Sovereign Lordship, the riches of
His Second Coming, and the riches of His
Purchased Inheritance.
Glorious Ambition
Being the servant of God, Paul was motivated
by a glorious ambition. He had one glorious, allabsorbing desire. He wanted to make Christ
known unto all men. “And to make all men see
what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from
the beginning of the world hath been hid in God,
who created all things by Jesus Christ” (v. 9). He
wanted to declare the gospel to all men.
The gospel is a mystery hidden in types and
shadows under the law, but now it is revealed by
Jesus Christ. Yet, it is still a mystery to the natural
man. It is so much beyond reason and
understanding of men that it can only be received
by faith. It is this mystery which Paul longed to
make known unto men, the mystery of Eternal
Election, Substitutionary Redemption, Complete
Justification, and Everlasting Union with Christ.
And it is this mystery which God continues to
use to conquer the hearts of chosen sinners.
Paul wanted to glorify Christ in the eyes of all
men. He desired for all men to know that God
has made all things by Christ. By the gospel, he
testified continually that “salvation is of the Lord”.
“It is true that both the first creation, when God
made all things out of nothing, and the new
creation, whereby sinners are made new
creatures, are of God by Christ.” (Matthew Henry)
Let this ambition fire the souls of gospel
preachers everywhere — to make all men know
the glory of Christ by the gospel. Let David’s dying
prayer be ours while we live. “Blessed be His
glorious name forever: and let the whole earth
be filled with His glory.” May it please God to
revive his preachers with a desire to make Christ
known. May those days soon come when men
will once again say, “How beautiful upon the
mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good
tidings of good, that publisheth salvation: that
saith unto Zion thy God reigneth.”
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Sanctification

Fiona Birks

What is It?

One thing is clear. Whatever one understands
by the term sanctification, God’s people today
do not appear to be very sanctified. Instead of
getting on with the task of spreading Christ’s
kingdom so that the knowledge of the Lord may
fill the earth, we are bogged down in
controversies about what is sin, what is law, what
is the gospel and even what is salvation. This is
when we are not quarrelling about denominational
niceties. Brother is at war with brother and
churches are going from one theological extreme
to another, condemning all and sundry who do
not keep up with their hunt for new fashions in
doctrines, worship and church order. Thus even
the word ‘sanctification’, like ‘justification’ and
‘atonement’ is proving a ground for quarrels in
our churches. In all our contemporary debates
over the right use of terms and the need to preach
the gospel properly, another look at the Scriptures
on each subject cannot be wrong. Sadly, in
arguing on principles and practices and the
externals of our faith, it is then that we least rely
on Scriptures which would provide the obvious
solution to our problems. What then can we learn
from the Bible on the meaning and right practice
of sanctification?
The word ‘sanctify’ is first used in Genesis
2:3, where we read, ‘God blessed the seventh
day and sanctified it: because that in it he had
rested from all his work which God created and
made.’ The word for ‘sanctified’ here is qdôš
which is the same word used throughout the Old
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Testament for the holy character of God. Isaiah
(6:3) tells us that the angels address God with a
triple use of the word qdôš saying, ‘Holy, holy,
holy is the Lord of Hosts: the whole earth is full
of his glory.’ To be sanctified is thus to be made
according to God’s character, to be holy, or, as
the Scriptures sometimes call it, to be godly. The
seventh day was made holy pointing to God’s
holy act of perfecting His creative work according
to his Divine will. But now, accepting that being
sanctified is synonymous with being holy, we
have the further obvious question, what does
‘holy’ mean? We are given an answer to this
question in modern Reformed theology which
reveals how far Christians have departed from
the holiness of God and the sanctification
demanded of God.
Nowadays, the topic of sanctification could
not be more popular in our churches. One
particular Christian magazine has majored on this
theme for the last eight years. Maurice Roberts
in his 2003 Banner Of Truth essay Godliness, in
which he equates sanctification with holiness and
godliness, tells us that there are marks or stages
in ‘true holiness of life’ starting with a ‘yearning
for God in the heart’ so that we become ‘God
intoxicated men’. Then comes weariness of sin
and with ourselves so producing holy meekness.
Then we progress to ‘a developed moral
sensitivity’ and find that ‘the holier the Christian,
the more he feels the spirituality and strictness
of the Moral Law of God.’ Roberts tells us that
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this need for spirituality gained through morality
is why the Westminster Shorter Catechism takes
up more time on the Ten Commandments than it
does on basic theology. Daniel Hyde, in the same
magazine, reconfirmed this legalistic teaching in
2008 by basing his doctrine of sanctification on
the Catechism’s teaching regarding the Ten
Commandments. 1 The work of the Spirit is
described as inclining Christians to be obedient
to the law by the ‘strict preaching’ of it. By this
means, Roberts claims, we step higher up into
holiness so that we obtain a ‘fear of God’ as judge.
This step up in sanctity reveals a need of still
more godliness so that we ‘catch the vision which
Calvinists in their best days have always
cherished’ and ‘Live so as to be missed when
you die’. The entire essay is not taken up with
how a stricken sinner can find holiness through
God’s grace but how a selfish saint can find
holiness through the ‘moral law’ so that he will
be missed when he dies.2 It is obviously quite
wrong to re-interpret traditional Calvinism in this
way. None of the great Reformers, who gave the
churches back the faith that the papists had
banned from their preaching, believed this
legalistic nonsense. It is the theology of the
Counter-Reformation pure. Our Reformers
emphasised that salvation, justification and
sanctification were inseparable as a work of God’s
grace and were thus ‘not of works, lest any man
should boast’. The good reason for this will be
seen below.
Writing on sanctification in 2006, Mark
Johnston tells us that Christians have been
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confused over the relationship between
justification and sanctification from New
Testament times to the present day. However,
he claims that Christians of today add to this
difficulty by also confusing salvation with
justification. Also leaning on the Westminster
Catechisms, though here they fail to support him,
Johnston tells us that justification changes a
person’s legal standing with God but not his moral
nature. The justified-one is still a sinner and now
must do something about his sin with the help of
the Holy Spirit. Justification provides a
righteousness ‘in principle’ only. After justification,
unchanged sinners must now pursue
righteousness ‘in reality’ through their new
obedience. Justification is merely a law work of
God which leaves man in his sins, but
sanctification is man’s becoming a new creation
and being transformed into Christ’s likeness
through obedience to the law. When Johnston,
like Roberts, speaks of Christ, he invariably
speaks of Christ as a synonym for law duties
rather than law duties fulfilled and a life of total
grace given. To confuse us more, Johnston,
echoing A. A. Hodge, assures us that whereas
justification is an act of God which does not
change the sinner, sanctification is a work of God
which changes him. He leaves the reader to
puzzle out any possible difference in the acts and
works of God themselves. Now leaning on
Dutchman Brakel, Johnston strives to
demonstrate that justification has merely to do
with God as a righteous judge but sanctification
is God at work as re-creator. Johnston’s confusion
grows as he tells us that God’s re-creation is
always an imperfect work on this earth as it is
dependent on man’s obedience to Christ.
Johnston adds that such teaching fosters
confidence in the weakest saints. How failure
fosters confidence, he does not tell us.
Nevertheless, Johnston does tell us that if we
‘blur’ the crass distinctions he makes when
hacking to pieces God’s one act of salvation, we
take the focus of faith from Christ and ‘new
obedience’ and merely focus on ourselves.3 The
impression given is that Johnston’s theory of
sanctification through obedience takes the focus
of faith from Christ entirely and merely focuses
on man’s deeds throughout.
If our readers would care to compare this
modern BOT teaching on sanctification with what
they taught in the sixties and seventies of last
century, they will see such an enormous
difference that they must conclude that the BOT
have entirely changed their teaching on
sanctification.4 They will be correct! It will also
come as a great surprise for orthodox believers
to read that their modern ‘Reformed’ spokesmen
look upon sanctification as separate from
NEW FOCUS AUGUST / SEPTEMBER 2008

salvation and justification and a matter of
obedience only, rendering the New Creature
teaching of Scripture null and void. The idea that
the Christian is ‘in principle’ justified in this life
but ‘in reality’ never sanctified must be seen as
a new theology indeed.
All this confusion on Johnston’s part is
because he has ignored the Scriptural definition
of ‘sanctification’ which we find in the very next
use of the word in Exodus5 and in almost all the
several hundred subsequent occurrences of the
term in Scripture which a quick peep into
Cruden’s Concordance, Samuel Baxter’s Hebrew
and Chaldee Concordance or Baxter’s Analytical
Greek Lexicon will show. When God chose,
ordained and sanctified His people and their
assemblies, He did so neither with reference to
their moral status nor their obedience. He simply
set them aside for His own Divine purpose,
according to His own sanctified will and
considered them as His own. The basic meaning
of qdôš in the Old Testament is to dedicate, to
choose out, to separate, to consecrate, to hallow,
to purify, to keep; and all this in a total and
complete way. God never half-sanctifies any
saint. The word hagios used in the New
Testament carries on this meaning. It is being
sanctified by our holy God that brings with it the
sinner’s full acceptance with God quite apart from
himself. It is Roberts and Johnston who
emphasise the human elements in sanctification,
taking their gaze from Christ, not believers in the
doctrines of grace. Thus ‘sanctification’ can never
be an imperfect work of either the law, as Roberts
concludes, or of grace, as Johnston maintains,
but a successful act and work of God purely ruled
by his own sovereign will executed in eternal,
never-failing grace. God’s sovereign grace in
separating His elect from the world fully saves,
justifies, sanctifies and glorifies, whereas the
inadequacy of Roberts’ old legality and
Johnston’s ‘new obedience’ can only strike terror
into the hearts of helpless sinners. This is, of
course, the purpose of condemning law but not
the work of sanctifying grace. It is no wonder that
Roberts and Johnston separate salvation and
justification from sanctification if they believe that
being under law is the mark of being under grace.
To claim that sanctifying grace begins to work
only through moral obedience after salvation and
justification and to further claim that such grace
is insufficient to reach its aim in this life is to
reverse God’s method of sanctifying and
ordaining a people for Himself. Roberts and
Johnston greet the sinner with a promise of grace
instead of teaching the law and then, according
to their odd idea of conversion, they tell the
supposed Christian that God now expects him to
live under Sinai’s shadow. Jude tells us that we
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are sanctified by God the Father and preserved
in Jesus Christ. I take the sanctification as cocomplete with the preservation. Sinai was never
intended to be a type of Heaven. The eternal hill
in which God dwells is called in the Scriptures
‘Sion’ and its citizens ascribe excellency to God
alone. Judges 5:5 and Psalm 68:8 tell us that in
defence of His chosen ones, God melts down
Sinai so that it can no longer rule and condemn
them. He it is alone who gives strength and power
to His people. Naturally, our BOT friend’s will
complain in their chat groups, ministers fraternals
and magazines that we do not accept man’s
responsibility. Oh, yes we do. Man alone is
responsible for the mess he has got himself into.
But have our BOT friends ever seen a sinner
saved through exercising his guilt and
responsibility? One can read from Genesis to
Revelation and not find such a second Adam
apart from Christ Himself who became sin for
our sakes, though He knew no sin Himself. Every
time our BOT friends tell us that man is partner
in the responsibility of being saved, they take
the glory from Christ and give it to a fallen sinner.
Sanctification in the Scriptures refers first and
foremost to the completed work of God in Christ,
by choosing a people for Himself and allowing
them to share God’s own eternal Sabbath rest.
This was promised them in old creation and
fulfilled in the New Creature in Christ.
To be concluded next issue.

1 BOT Magazine, A Catechism on the Holy Spirit: Sanctification, Issue 535.
2 Maurice Roberts, Godliness, Issue 472, BOT Magazine.
3 Mark G. Johnston, Sanctification: 4 – Alone But Never Alone!, Issue 511.
4 See for instance, Donald MacLeod’s The Doctrine of Sanctification, Issue 109.
5 See Exodus 13, 19, 20, 28, 29, 30, 31, 40 etc., etc..
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CHURCHES
ABERDEENSHIRE
FRASERBURGH. The Sovereign Grace Fellowship.
The Gospel Hall, Cairnbulg, Sun. 11.00am. 6.00pm.
Rev. Dr James Millar 01358 701323 &
Rev. Paul Jennings 01346 583433.
CO. DURHAM (TEESDALE)
BARNARD CASTLE. Egglesburn Baptist Church,
Eggleston, off B6282. Sun. 10.30am. Fri. 7.30pm.
Preacher: Peter L. Meney, Tel: 01833 650797.
Email: pastor@egglesburn.org.uk
Website: www.egglesburn.org.uk Visitors welcome.
CUMBRIA (LAKE DISTRICT)
KENDAL. Bethel Strict Baptist Chapel, Chapel Lane,
Kirkland (just off main street at south end of town).
Sun. 10.30am. Thu. 7.00pm. Pastor: Kevin M. Price
Visitors ring to confirm times. Tel: 01539 821596.
Email: bethelsbchapelkendal@hotmail.com
CHANNEL ISLES
GUERNSEY. Bethesda Strict Baptist Church,
Mont Marche, Forest, Guernsey. All welcome.
Sun. 11.00am, 6.00pm. Wed. 7.30pm (please check).
Pastor: Graham Miller. Tel: 01481 248016.
DENBIGHSHIRE
LLANGOLLEN. Glanrafon Evangelical Church, Princess
Street, Llangollen. Sun. 11.00am & 6.00pm. Wed. 7.30pm.
Pastor: James Cornford, Tel: 01978 860642.
www.glanrafonevangelicalchurch.org.uk
DORSET
BOURNEMOUTH. Sovereign Grace Fellowship,
31, Hill View Road, Ensbury Park, Bournemouth.
Sun. 10.30am. Thu. lunch and Bible Study 12 noon.
Rev. Paul Cartlidge, Tel: 01202 259860
DORCHESTER. Grace Baptist Church.
Boys Brigade Hall, Sawmill Lane, Weymouth Road,
Dorchester. (by Sports Ground nr Tesco’s) Sun. 11.00am.
Pastor Frederick Serjeant, Tel: 01300 341670.
pastor@gracebaptistchurch.org.uk
WEYMOUTH. Independent Evangelical Church,
W.I. Hall, Gallwey Road, Wyke Regis, Weymouth.
Sun. 11.00am, 6.30pm. Sec. John Mann, Tel: 01305 774523
HERTFORDSHIRE
KNEBWORTH. Grace Fellowship, Knebworth Primary
School, Swangleys Lane, SG3 6AA. Sun 10:30am.
Preacher: Allan Jellett, Tel: 01707 376675
Email: pastor@knebworthgracefellowship.org.uk
Website: www.knebworthgracefellowship.org.uk
For back issue articles and free grace resources visit
our website at: www.go-newfocus.co.uk
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RECORDED SERMONS

Don Fortner
Choose your format ...

VIDEO CASSETTES
DVDs
AUDIO CASSETTES
All Priced £5.00 (post free)
Available from: New Focus
The Cairn, Hill Top, Eggleston, Co. Durham, DL12 0AU

Christian Bookshop Ossett NOW in stock ...
John Gill - Commentary on the Whole Bible (9 vol. set) £235
Burgundy/Gilt Smythe sewn hardcover
Robert Hawker - Poor Man’s Concordance and Dictionary £27.50
Immortal Honours — The Life of William Gadsby £2.00
by J R Todd
Get a good short introduction to the man and his ministry ...
... then go on to read his Christ-honouring writings

Select Works of William Gadsby

(Gospel Mission edition) £6.95

includes his catechism

21 Queen Street, Ossett, West Yorkshire, WF5 8AS
Tel: 01924 260502 or go to www.christianbookshopossett.co.uk

LINCOLNSHIRE
SLEAFORD. Ebenezer Reformed Baptist Church, Sun.
10.30am & 5.00pm. Wed. 7:30pm. For venue, contact:
Pastor Peter Cotton, Tel: 01526 861923 or visit:
www.reformed-baptist.co.uk

BOOKS & GENERAL
From The Beginning: Recovering A Biblical Perspective
Of Divorce And Remarriage by R. J. Hooper. 66pp. £3.00
inc. p&p from the author at 8 Prospect Walk, Saltash,
Cornwall PL12 4RG
Weymouth Christian Books
25A Trinity Road, Weymouth, Dorset. DT4 8TJ
Open 9.30am - 1.30pm, Monday - Saturday,
Evangelical & Reformed. Tel: 01305 788555
Gospel Standard Trust Publications
12(b) Roundwood Lane, Harpenden, Hertfordshire
Tel : 01582 765448 Email : gstrust@btconnect.com
Publishers of good solid Christian literature.
The Biblical Library (N.W.)
An excellent library resource. Range includes biography,
devotional, theology, sermons and an extensive tape
ministry. Books sent for the refund of postage. For further
details: Mr Roy Thornton, Tel. 01253 854527
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The first full-length study
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English language. Today
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period. He re-introduced
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Calvin.
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