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Sovereign Grace Is The Gospel

L

et us state clearly our understanding of the gospel of
the Lord Jesus Christ.
The gospel is the message of God’s love and saving
grace to particular sinners by the atoning sacrifice of
Jesus Christ, the Godman. Where there is no preaching of
substitutionary atonement, suretyship and representation
of sinners by the Lord Jesus Christ, there is no gospel.
Salvation is a completed work, accomplished upon the
cross, sure and certain for every adopted child of God. If
sinners are required to do something to activate, apply
or secure the benefits of Christ’s work, there is no gospel
and our Saviour’s dying testimony “It is finished” is bereft
of all meaning.
If Christ’s work is offered conditionally to all (“Christ
will if you will”) implying grace is available to all upon the
fulfilment of a condition, work or action, there is no gospel
in it.
If a duty to believe in Jesus Christ for salvation is
imposed upon the hearer as an obligation of the natural
man there is no gospel in it. “For the natural man receiveth
not the things of the Spirit”.
If any human effort is required to obtain righteousness,
holiness, sanctification or peace with God, there is no
gospel in it. If living obediently, giving generously, doing
diligently, praying passionately or evangelising energetically
is required to gain acceptance with God or to please God,
it is not the gospel for it gives no hope to a lost sinner.
And where there is no gospel there is no salvation
(Romans 1:16; Ephesians 2:8-10).
The Gospel is the good news that everything necessary
for the salvation of sinners was accomplished and finished
on the cross by the Lord Jesus Christ. Every needed grace
is sovereignly bestowed as a free gift of God, founded in
the eternal purpose of God the Father, secured by God
the Son, applied by God the Holy Ghost. Anything else is
a false gospel and no gospel at all.
To preach the gospel is to preach Jesus Christ, the only
Redeemer and Saviour of elect sinners. It is to preach Him
as God and man in all of His divinity and humanity, glory
and humility, universal dominion and voluntary submission.
lt is to bring a sword of division for it separates between
those who belong to Christ and those who do not.
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SINAI - The Way Of Death

inai is a desert; a barren, desolate, inhospitable and largely
lifeless place. How suitable that God should give the law
in Sinai. It is the place of death and the killing letter. Here Moses
received the Ten Commandments on two tables of stone.
Today travellers to Mount Sinai reach the summit along a steep
track of 3,750 so-called steps of penitence between two towering
walls of solid rock. It is a fitting reminder of how Moses’ two
tablets of stone have, by design, shut out the light of grace and
weighed down the poor convicted soul. Making it, says Paul “the
ministration of death”.
How adamant the “killing letter” of the law has proved to be
by its relentless condemnation and its barren, fruitless “yoke of
bondage”. There neither is, nor can be life or liberty for the Lord’s
spiritual people at Mount Sinai. Those who seek for life in Sinai’s
law are searching in “a wilderness, a dry land, and a desert”.
“But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein
we were held”. How comforted and blessed are those who come
to Christ for life and liberty, cleansing and holiness. How satisfied
and filled are those who know themselves to be “not under the law,
but under grace”.
The law our rule of life? Never! Sinai is the way of death. Christ
is the way of life for the believer and “where the Spirit of the Lord
is, there is liberty”. “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith
Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke
of bondage.”
Peter L. Meney
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What Happened At Jerusalem?
The events of Galatians 2:1-10 and Acts 15:129 are frequently passed over lightly, because
they are considered only as brief instances
in the marvellous history of the early church.
But these two chapters record the first serious
crisis that arose in the church of our Saviour,
and, though there are portions within these two
chapters that require careful comparative study
in order to understand them, we will be greatly
rewarded if we will apply ourselves in their study.
During the days of the Apostles, and early
in the ministry of the Apostle Paul, the church
had to undergo a very trying crisis. That church,
which was on the Day of Pentecost ‘all with one
accord’, was seriously divided. As persecutions
scattered the early believers into various parts
of the world, so also was scattered the precious
seed of the gospel, and many converts were
made among the Gentiles. Moreover, Paul had
been converted, made an Apostle, and was sent
to preach the gospel among the Gentiles; and
many more Gentiles were converted.
Meantime, there were some men of the sect
of the Pharisees who had falsely embraced
Christianity. That is to say, they had joined the
church, but through subtlety. They did not really
4

embrace the gospel of God’s free and sovereign
grace in Christ, but mixed with the gospel the
various ceremonies and works of the law. Many
were so thoroughly corrupted from the simplicity
that is in Christ that they embraced the damning
legalism of the Pharisees. There were some
who said, ‘Except ye be circumcised after the
manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved’.
Under the old Jewish economy, circumcision
had both a moral and a ceremonial significance.
For them, to do away with circumcision was to
do away with the whole Mosaic law. Many of
them were not quite ready for this, as the letter
to the Hebrews clearly shows. The Mosaic law
was ordained by God in the hands of angels.
It had been the true religion for 4,000 years. It
was very difficult for the Jewish believers (as
it is with many today) to realize that the whole
Mosaic system was typical and, therefore,
transitory. Thus, the issue was not merely over
circumcision, but over the whole legal system.
Are Christians obliged to keep Moses’ law, or
are they free from it? This was the question that
divided the church in those early days.
Though the Apostles unanimously settled
the question, it still divides the church of Christ.
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There are still those who insist upon bringing
the free men in Christ under the bondage and
servitude of Moses’ law. It is regrettable and
dangerous to the souls of men that many who
profess to believe and preach the free and
sovereign grace of God, like the work-mongers
of old, try to put God’s saints back under the
terrifying, galling yoke of legal bondage. Let us
beware lest we become entangled again with
the law (Colossians 2:8). There is no life in the
law. Christ only has life. ‘In Him is life’, and
nowhere else. May our lips, our hearts, and our
doctrine, never cease to declare …
Free from the law, O happy condition,
Jesus hath bled, and there is remission;
Cursed by the law, and bruised by the fall,
Grace hath redeemed us, once for all.
Now are we free, there is no condemnation,
Jesus provides a perfect salvation,
Come unto me, O hear His sweet call.
Come and He saves us, once for all.
Paul went up to Jerusalem, not to get
instruction or authority from the other Apostles,
but to settle once for all this question of law
versus liberty, to show to all the world that he
and all the other Apostles were in agreement
in this matter of free-grace, and that no place
is to be given to the law as far as the Christian
is concerned. Peter, James, John, and Paul all
agreed upon the doctrine of the gospel. Their
message was salvation by the righteousness
of Christ, without anything done by man. Grace
alone is the believer’s motive in life. Christ alone
is the Accomplisher of redemption, justification,
and sanctification (1 Corinthians 1:30; Hebrews
10:10-14). Faith alone is the means by which we
receive, embrace, and enjoy all the blessings of
grace. In Galatians 2:1-10 the Holy Spirit gives
us an inspired commentary, explaining what
happened at the Jerusalem conference in Acts
15.
Direct Revelation
In verses 1 and 2 Paul writes, ‘Then fourteen
years after I went up again to Jerusalem with
Barnabas, and took Titus with me also. And I
went up by revelation, and communicated unto
them that gospel which I preach among the
Gentiles, but privately to them which were of
reputation, lest by any means I should run, or
had run, in vain’.
Paul went up to Jerusalem by the direct
revelation of God. This was apparently Paul’s
third visit to Jerusalem, (He for some reason

saw fit not to mention the second one recorded
by Luke in Acts 1:30), which took place fourteen
years after his first visit there. So this trip to
Jerusalem took place seventeen years after
Paul’s conversion. He was now a seasoned,
prudent, powerful, and confirmed Apostle.
Why was it necessary for him to go to
Jerusalem? It was not because he had questions
concerning the doctrines he had taught. Neither
was it needful for him to have his apostleship
confirmed. Paul went to Jerusalem specifically
to settle the division that the Judaisers had
caused in the church over this matter of the law.
He went there to show that he and the other
Apostles taught the same doctrine.
Barnabas, his co-labourer, was his
travelling companion. His name means ‘son of
exhortation’, or ‘son of comfort’. It was given to
him by the Apostles, probably as a description
of the pre-eminent character of his ministry.
He was a good man, full of the Holy Ghost and
faith (Acts 11:24). Titus, another of Paul’s colabourers (one who had been converted under
Paul’s ministry), also made the trip with him.
Titus was an uncircumcised, Gentile convert.
Like Paul himself, both of these men were
proven, faithful gospel preachers.
Paul was sent to Jerusalem by God’s direct
revelation (v. 2). We should always seek the
direction of God’s Spirit, by the Revelation He
has given us in holy scripture, in all matters. This
is especially true when dealing with spiritual,
doctrinal, ecclesiastical matters. The Lord God
directs us in His will and in His way by His
Spirit, through His Word, by His providence, and
through His church. Paul was sent to Jerusalem
by divine revelation. Yet, he was sent by the
church at Antioch (Acts 15:2, 3).
Doctrinal Confession
Next he tells us, ‘And I went up by revelation,
and communicated unto them that gospel which
I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to
them which were of reputation, lest by any
means I should run, or had run, in vain. But
neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek,
was compelled to be circumcised. And that
because of false brethren unawares brought in,
who came in privily to spy out our liberty which
we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring
us into bondage: To whom we gave place by
subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of
the gospel might continue with you.’
Paul carefully, frankly, and fully explained
his doctrine to the chief apostles at Jerusalem,
James, Peter, and John. First, he wisely and
properly sought the Apostles and elders of
the church. He sought those who were of
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WHAT HAPPENED AT JERUSALEM?

reputation. What was their reputation? They
were held in reputation by the brethren as
faithful gospel preachers. Paul sought out
these men, first because that is the proper
thing to do in such matters, giving honour to
those to whom honour is due. Anytime a man
has a matter of controversy to lay before an
assembly, he should discuss it with the pastor
of that assembly.
Then, he declared to them his gospel and
the success of his labours in the cause of Christ.
‘And when they were come to Jerusalem, they
were received of the church, and of the apostles
and elders, and they declared all things that God
had done with them’ (Acts 15:4). He declared
his message and declared that the power of
God had accompanied the gospel he preached
to the conversion of chosen, redeemed sinners
wherever the Lord had sent him (Romans 1:1617; 2 Corinthians 2:15-17).
After speaking privately to the other Apostles,
elders, and preachers, Paul declared these
things publicly to the Jerusalem church. He
acted as he did in this matter so that his mission
might not be in vain. If he had gone directly
to the church, he might have caused greater
division. Both his intention and his message
may have been misunderstood.
One great evidence of the fact that Paul
and those who were in Christ before him were
in full agreement is the fact the other apostles
did not compel, or even suggest, that Titus be
circumcised. Paul allowed Timothy, who was
part Jew, to be circumcised later; but he did so
not to cause offence, not because of doctrinal
compulsion (Acts 16:3; 1 Corinthians 10:28-31).
Still, there was a sharp confrontation
between these faithful men and some false
brethren who had come in under false pretence
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to spy out the liberty of God’s saints, seeking
an accusation against them (4-5). It was the
presence of these men that caused Paul to
make an issue of the fact that Titus was not
circumcised and would not be circumcised
(Acts 15:5; Jude 4). In matters of faith, for the
gospel’s sake, for the glory of Christ, and for
the everlasting good of eternity bound sinners,
faithful men must not give an inch. Henry Mahan
recently wrote …
Contending for the truth against the
errors of modern religion is the duty of
God’s servants. I hope our spirit is one
of genuine love to all the chosen of God;
but today’s rule of charity which requires
us to keep silent on certain points in order
to avoid controversy, I utterly despise. It is
treason to the Lord Jesus to be silent on
any point where He has spoken and the
honour of His Gospel is concerned. It is
easy on the flesh to deal in generalities,
to denounce hyper-this or hyper-that,
and to claim to be a friend to all; but it
is required of the loyal servant of King
Jesus to maintain His crown-rights and
to stand up for His Gospel of Glory and
Grace.
Gospel Unity
Paul continues in verses 6-9, ‘But of these who
seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they
were, it maketh no matter to me: God accepteth
no man’s person:) for they who seemed to be
somewhat in conference added nothing to me:
But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel
of the uncircumcision was committed unto me,
as the gospel of the circumcision was unto
Peter; (For he that wrought effectually in Peter
to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same
was mighty in me toward the Gentiles:) And
when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed
to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given
unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the
right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto
the heathen, and they unto the circumcision’.
Paul and his brethren at Jerusalem (not the
false brethren) believed the same gospel. He
tells us in Ephesians that as there is but one
God, so there is but one faith. All who have God
given faith in Christ have the same faith. They
are all united in the faith of the gospel. All true
believers believe the same gospel, the gospel
of God’s free and sovereign grace in Christ.
Verse 6 must not be read as a statement
of sarcasm. It is a recognition of the esteem
which these men had earned in the eyes of
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God’s church. Gospel preachers should always
be held in high esteem of those among whom
they labour (1 Thessalonians 5:12-13; Hebrews
13:17). Our God is no respecter of persons. He
does not receive or use any man because of
any natural qualities found in him. Rather, He
saves sinners freely, without condition. And,
commonly, those He is pleased to use in the
work of the ministry are those who are least
qualified for the work by nature (1 Corinthians
1:26-29). Paul was, in every way, equal with
these men by virtue of his calling, and he knew
it. The same is true of all to whom the Lord God
has entrusted the gospel of His grace. God’s
servants are nothing but clay pots, in whom the
Lord God has placed the great treasure of His
gospel; and they all know it (2 Corinthians 4:7).
The faithful men at Jerusalem gave Paul
the same honour and recognition he gave
them, embracing him as God’s messenger to
the Gentiles. They saw that God had entrusted
Paul with the gospel for the salvation of His
elect among the Gentiles, just as He had
entrusted Peter with it for the salvation of His
elect among the Jews. Paul had a stewardship
of the gospel committed to him to go to the
Gentiles (2 Corinthians 9:17; 1 Thessalonians
2:4; 1 Timothy 1:11-12; Ephesians 3:8). Peter
had a stewardship of the gospel committed to
him to go to the Jews. The same gospel was
committed to both; and both were faithful to it.
Both were faithful and both were honoured by
God in their labours as the instruments by which
the gospel was spread both among the Jews
and the Gentiles. That which is essential for any
service in the kingdom of God is trustworthiness
(Matthew 25:21; 2 Corinthians 4:2). It is by
the mercy and grace of God that His servants
are made trustworthy (1 Corinthians 7:25; 2
Corinthians 4:1), and continue so (Acts 26:22)
unto the end (Acts 20:24, 2 Timothy 4:7).
Paul and Barnabas were received into the
fellowship of the Apostles as co-labourers in the
gospel. Fellowship is a general term expressing
the common experiences, interests, goals, and
hopes of God’s saints. The basis of fellowship
is the gospel of Christ (1 John 1:3-7). There is
no fellowship where there is no gospel unity.
The fact that the Apostles received Paul and
Barnabas into their fellowship publicly put their
stamp of approval upon them and declared to
all the church that they were all co-labourers in
the kingdom of God.
One Concern
‘Only they would that we should remember the
poor; the same which I also was forward to do’.
Peter, James, and John were delighted to

embrace Paul. They expressed concern only
about one thing. They said nothing about the
Mosaic commandments, ceremonies, and
rituals, because they knew that God’s saints
are not under the law, but under grace. They
only urged Paul and Barnabas to always
remember and minister to the poor. That is a
tremendous fact. Those servants of God had
been involved in matters of great importance –
the purity of the gospel! Nothing could be more
important. But the purity of the gospel would be
empty and meaningless were it preached by
men who were without compassion. So Peter,
James, and John urged Paul and Barnabas to
remember the poor in all their labours. That
they were eager to do. The exercise of love,
compassion, sympathy, and tenderness toward
those who are most likely to be the objects of
abuse is always in season and always both
the duty and the delight of poor sinners who
have tasted God’s rich grace in Christ (Exodus
23:10-11, 30:15, Leviticus 19:10, Deuteronomy
15:7-11; Jeremiah 22:16, Daniel 4:27, Amos
2:6-7; Matthew 7:12; Luke 6:36; John 13:29;
1 Corinthians 16:1-2; 2 Corinthians 8:9;
Matthew 25:31-40). In the Word of God grace,
righteousness, godliness, and good works are
always associated with love, kindness, and
mercy. This is the law by which the people of
God are ruled and motivated (1 John 2:23).
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“I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck
them out of my hand.” John 10:28

Final Perseverence

William Parks

Would you not be inclined to think that poor
man, wretched and impotent as he is, would
seize with delight upon the doctrine of final
perseverance — a doctrine that secures to him
the possession of eternal bliss, despite of all
opposition, all break-downs, all assaults from
sin and Satan?
But it is not so. Man cavils at it, argues
against it — in fact, hates it! How is this? Why
thus, first, man thinks better of himself than
he has any right to do; secondly, the thing is
so contrary to all natural experience, that he
persuades himself that it cannot be true; and,
thirdly, he has sense enough to see that if he
admits this doctrine, he cannot avoid the others
of free grace. Hence he twists and distorts the
scriptures that speak to the point, and with
fatuity and madness clings to such passages
as seem to favour his preconceived views.
The fact is that free grace is so utterly at
variance with man’s every day experience,
which sees every thing and person treated
according to working, and merit, and
employment of talents, that he cannot receive
God’s plan of salvation.
Man must be doing, and working, earning
his wages, meriting his reward, conquering his
opponents, and he has no notion of bounty, or
mercy, or pity; and (though God knoweth, he
expects very high wages for very sorry work)
he flings from him with contempt the doctrines
of grace, and sets out on his perilous journey
to another world with a lie in his right hand!
Thanks be to Almighty God, some of us
have been taught differently! We have been
brought down from our high estate, and are
humble supplicants at heaven’s gate, awaiting
the alms that a Sovereign God may be pleased
to give us! We will proceed now to discuss the
subject of Final Perseverance. May our Triune
God be with us!1

1

Mr Parks now continues by saying, “I would first prove
the doctrine by Scripture and argument; secondly, notice
objections.” However, for the sake of space his proofs
and arguments from Scripture only are printed here. His
answers to objections which are well worth reading but
double the size of the article can be found in an extended
version on the New Focus website - Editor

8

1. It is totally impossible for an elect vessel
of mercy, having once had the grace of
God, wholly to lose it, or finally to perish
What do the Scriptures say? Look into our text,
John 10:28, 29. Can language be more to the
point than this? Here is the solemn assurance
of the Lord Jesus Christ that a certain portion
of mankind, which He termed “sheep” and “my
sheep”, should never perish.
It is an absolute assertion. It is tantamount
to the oath and promise of God. Yet our
opponents will have it, notwithstanding this
assurance, that the sheep may cease to be
sheep, and of their own accord fly out of God’s
hand, though not be plucked out!
I should really be inclined to disbelieve
Julia Wright
that any rational being could descend to
such contemptible evasion as this, had I not
seen it somewhere in print. It seems to me to
savour so much of what is termed Old Bailey
quibbling, that it disgusts me. How intense
must the hatred of truth be which could forge
such an equivocation as this!
Such nonsense would disgrace a mere
moral philosopher, not to speak of the glorious
Lord. It would be tantamount to this: they shall
never perish, if they do not perish!
Surely, He who spoke as never man
spoke, He who in a moment disentangled the
sophistries of scribes and lawyers, and put
the astute Sadducees to silence, could not
have delivered Himself so inconclusively as
this! Perish the thought! The whole context
goes to prove that the Shepherd’s business is
to make the sheep willing to abide under His
saving protection, and that not one of them
shall ever perish from external or internal
assault. How sweet was the assurance of the
Psalmist! “The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall
not want”! David knew from his own personal
experience, with what untiring, unsleeping
vigilance the shepherd watched and tended
his sheep. He also, no doubt, had read of his
forefather Jacob’s devotedness to his flock.
How touching is the language of poor Jacob
to Laban, see Genesis 31:38-40. Ah! blessed
be God, the great Shepherd of “the sheep”
has watched and will watch over His own with
greater vigilance than even Jacob or David
watched for others.
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Come now to Matthew 26:18. Here is a
promise that the gates of hell, or the gates of
death, shall never prevail against the Church.2
Now it is manifest that the Church is
composed of individuals, and that “not
prevailing against the Church”, means not
injuring it or destroying it. Assaults may be,
and no doubt will be made; but they shall not
succeed, they shall not prevail. But suppose
an individual of that Church to be finally lost,
the gates of hell have prevailed: and if one
may be lost, all may be lost, and thus Christ’s
assurance be no more than idle wind!
I would refer you to Matthew 24:24,
for another proof of the point in hand. I
understand this last clause to mean that it is
impossible to deceive certain parties. I think
that any unprejudiced mind would agree to
this interpretation. But [would you believe
it?] the Arminians obtrude their impertinence
2

This passage has been much controverted: some affirming
that “the gates of hell”, do not mean the hosts of Satan,
but the gates of the grave or of death: but no matter which
of the two was the meaning of the Lord, the assurance of
the safety of the Church is by no means weakened: for if
death or the grave shall not prevail against the Church,
Satan shall not prevail: for death or the grave is Satan’s
stronghold. The Lord has overcome him who had the
power of death, and forever released His redeemed ones
from its jaws.

even here! They say that the phrase “if it were
possible”, does not always denote an absolute
impossibility, but only a difficulty in doing a
thing, and they instance the passage in Acts
20:16, in proof.
To the reflecting mind, the superficiality or
dishonesty of this gloss is apparent: but I have
no doubt it would pass current amongst the
unthinking crowd. Alas! no wonder there are
such multitudes of hypocrites, and ignorant
professors, when there are so few thinkers.
We will now read this passage substituting
the Arminian amendment, “For there shall
arise false Christs and false prophets, and
shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch
that, with great difficulty, they shall deceive the
very elect.”
What an unwise speech! No man in
his senses would talk thus. No. But let me
untie this knot for you. Christ knew all future
contingencies, Paul did not. Paul was in doubt
whether he could be at Jerusalem on the feastday; he could not unless he made great haste.
Christ was not in doubt about the issue of the
false prophets’ teaching, for He foreknew all
things; and evidently employed the phrase
for the comfort of the elect, and to signify the
absolute impossibility of their being deceived.
Look into Colossians 3:3; Romans
8:30-39; Philippians 1:6; 2 Timothy 2:19; 2
Thessalonians 3:3; Romans11:29.
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FINAL PERSEVERENCE

Law Written In The Heart
WILLIAM HUNTINGTON

W

e are styled lawless Antinomians. We may rob, steal
commit adultery, or do what we please, they say: we
have no law. Thus we are slanderously reported, and that
by men who, I believe, are destitute of every law of God. If
we are lawless Antinomians, there is nothing to fear from
us: our opponents are evangelists; and all evangelists are
inspired men, and therefore well furnished for every good
word and work. Besides, the Antinomians are few, but the
name of the evangelists is Legion, for they are many, and
therefore have the advantage of us both in number and
furniture. And I think they can never wish for a fairer ground
to meet us on than this. Let any of them and all of them,
who have written against us, or who rail and traduce us as
vile rebels; let them pick out of God’s book what law they
please, and as many as they please, which are essential to
salvation; let them propose them to us, and, by the promised
assistance of the Holy Spirit, we will show the spiritual
meaning of that law, and prove from our own experience,
that God has written that law on our hearts; and we will
appeal to God and man for confirmation. Then let them
prove, if they can, that any one law of God is written in their
hearts; and let men of religion, or of common sense at least,
judge who are the lawless Antinomians; they who have
every law of God put into their minds, and written in their
hearts, or they who have no law at all in them. No man can
pass into the bond of God’s covenant, or be in covenant with
Him, without having God’s law put into his mind, and written
in his heart, as it is written, Then will I sprinkle clean water
upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness,
and from all your idols, I will cleanse you. A new heart also
will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I
will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will
give you an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you
and cause you to walk in
my statutes, and ye shall
keep my statutes, and ye
shall keep my judgments,
and do them. I will put my
laws into their mind, and
write them in their hearts:
and I will be to them a
God, and they shall be
to me a people,” Ezekiel
36:25-27; Hebrews 8:10.
extract. Every Divine Law In The Heart Of Christ
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I am aware that this last passage is objected
to as a proof of the doctrine in hand, because it
has special allusion to the calling in of the Jews;
but I wish to know, are Gentiles prohibited from
receiving instruction, consolation, or warning,
by any scripture referring to the Jews? If so,
then it is in vain that the great mass of the
Scripture is read or commented upon; it is in
vain that men preach about Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, and Moses, and David, and Daniel,
and a host of other Jews, saved by grace; in
vain that we are told of types in sacrifices, and
acts, and institutions, for Jews were specially
connected with all these!
I grant that this passage (Romans 11:29)
has special reference to the national privilege
of the Jews, and does not pointedly speak
of the immutable and eternal decree of the
eternal election of individuals; yet it is a
truth equally holds good when applied to
the perseverance of the saints. Though it be
meant of gifts and calling vouchsafed to the
nation of the Jews, yet it is fitly applied to
the gifts and calling vouchsafed to particular
persons. We prove it thus: “If the Apostle
from common grace do rightly conclude this
irrevocableness in God, much more may it be
determined from that grace which is proper.” If
God’s counsel, whereby He chose to Himself
the peculiar nation of the Jews, remains firm,
surely it follows that His counsel, whereby He
chose certain individuals, must remain firm.
We conclude from the less to the greater, e.g.,
if election to external and common privilege
be without repentance on God’s part, surely
election to eternal and extraordinary privilege
must be also without repentance.
But it may be objected, God rejected the
Jews, and so He may reject individuals.
I answer, God has only rejected the Jews
for a time, not for ever, for they will be brought
again into a visible church state; and so He
may hide His face from an elect vessel for
a time, but cannot for ever; for the gifts and
calling of God are without repentance.
Look into Isaiah 54:9, 10; Ezekiel 36:26;
and Jeremiah 32:38-40. Now, think with me.
These promises just read to you were made
either to the Jews of the old dispensation, or
to the Jews of a future time, or to the Church
of God composed of Jews and Gentiles in all
dispensations. Which is most likely?
If they were made to the Jews of the old
dispensation, it is plain they were never fulfilled;
if to the Jews of a future time, it is obvious that
such Jews will need an Almighty Regenerator
and Preserver, and if such Jews need such a
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Regenerator and Preserver, why should not
the Gentiles or we? For how should it come to
pass that we should have hearts less obstinate
and stony than the Jews? Or why should it be
necessary for God to undertake all this for the
Jews and not for us? Can Gentiles do with less
help from above than Jews? Nay, “There is no
difference, all have sinned and come short of
the glory of God”, Romans 3:22, 23.
The fact is, those promises are not for the
Jews of any dispensation, but for the Church
at large, for the whole election of grace in all
ages (see John 6:45; Hebrews 8:10). In those
promises the elect are secured on both sides:
God will never cast them off, and they shall
never desert Him!
I will not detain you with further quotations;
suffice it to say that it may be shown there
are 600 passages of Scripture that might be
brought forward to prove the point in hand.
I would now proceed to adduce a few
arguments in proof of final perseverance.
1. If the Church were not preserved, the
foundation of God’s calling or election would
be altogether shaken, calling being according
to God’s purpose, Romans 8:28. If every
individual of the Church were not preserved,
Christ might possibly have no Church: for
where one may perish, all might perish.
2. If the Church were not preserved,
Christ’s fidelity would be impeachable: for He
undertook the care of each and every member
of it, John 6:39.
3. If the Church were not preserved, the
covenant of grace would not be ordered in all
things and sure (2 Samuel 23:5), but would be
liable to be made null and void like any other
covenant.
4. If the Church were not preserved, the
union of the saints with Christ would be a
mockery and a nonentity, and Christ’s saying
would be meaningless, “Because I live, ye
shall live also; and in that day ye shall know
that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in
you”, John 14:19, 20.
5. If the Church were not preserved, the
efficacy of Christ’s intercession would be
frustrated, John 11:42; 17:9; Luke 22:31, 32.3
6. If the Church were not preserved, the
promise of the Spirit to be with her for ever
would not be true, John 14:16.
3

I hold it to be awful blasphemy to suppose that it is possible
for Christ to plead in vain at the Father’s hands. I can have
no hesitation in declaring before assembled worlds of any
individual sinner, “Be assured, if Christ has ever interceded
for you, you must be saved with an everlasting salvation!”

7. If the Church were not preserved, the
saints would have no reason to rejoice on
earth, Philippians 3:1 and 4:4. How could any
man rejoice if he were not sure but at the last
gasp he might fail and fall away?
I dare say some of our sceptical friends will
even here object, and say, “But the saints are
exhorted to fear.” To whom I reply, go and learn
what is the distinction between slavish and
reverential fear. The one the saints need not
have, for they are delivered into the glorious
liberty of the sons of God; the other they shall
have, for God has promised, Jeremiah 32:40.
8. If the Church were not preserved, the
sacred Trinity would all be baffled! For the
Father predestinated the Church to eternal
salvation, Romans 8:28. The Son purchased
the Church with the most dreadful horrors of
soul, and an accursed death, Galatians 3:13.
The Holy Spirit takes possession of the hearts
of the elect, making each willing in the day of
Christ’s power, Psalm 110:3.
But if the Church be not preserved the Trinity
is cheated out of that which It set Its eyes and
desires upon, and nature is proclaimed victor,
the creature overpowering the Creator!
9. I might confirm all that has been
already said by reminding you of the various
similitudes by which the elect, the Church, the
saints are represented in the Scriptures. They
are the Lord’s own portion, and the lot of His
inheritance, Deuteronomy 32:9; His jewels,
Malachi 3:17; set as a seal upon His heart and
on His arm, Song of Solomon 8:6; graven on
the palms of His hands, and their walls are
continually before Him, Isaiah 49:16; they are
members of Christ’s body, of His flesh, and of
His bones, Ephesians 5:30, Colossians 1:18;
living branches of the true vine, John 15:1,
2; the espoused to Christ, the Bridegroom,
John 3:29; 2 Corinthians 11:2; they are the
Lord’s building, founded on the Rock of ages,
1 Corinthians 3:9; Isaiah 26:4, and Matthew
7:24; they are surrounded by God Himself as
a wall of fire, Zechariah 2:5; and their place of
defence is the munition of rocks, Isaiah 33:16;
their faith is more precious than gold that
perisheth, 1 Peter 1:7; their hope as an anchor,
sure and stedfast, cast within the veil, whither
Christ as their forerunner is for them entered,
Hebrews 6:19; and where they ultimately must
behold the glory which the Father hath given
unto Christ, John 17:24.
I need not go further. They who are
unmoved by these scriptures and arguments
would not believe though one rose from the
dead.
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Thomas Lever

(1520?-1577)

Pastor of the Marian Exiles
Hooper and Ridley for his eagerness to witness
for Christ at the university and against popish
rites and dogmas. Lever was already leading
the Reformed clergy in their disputes with
the papists some time before Bishop Ridley
ordained him as deacon and priest in 1550.
Soon Lever was quoted alongside Latimer,
Bradford and Knox as Britain’s main hope in
ridding herself of Rome’s oppression.
Ripping Galled Backs
John Strype wrote of Lever in 1711 with Ridley’s
and Lever’s letters before him:
He was a Man of great Account for
his Piety and Learning, and Abilities in
preaching the Gospel, formerly Master of
St. John’s College in Cambridge, the chief
Nursery in those times of the Favourers
of true religion, and solid learning; and
contemporary there with Cheeke, Cecyl,
Ascham, Pilkington etc.. In K. Edward’s
time he was reckoned one of the most
eminent Preachers. Insomuch, that
Bishop Ridley, in his Lamentation for
the Change of Religion in Queen Mary’s
Days, mentioned four Preachers then,
namely, Latimer, Bradford, Knox and
Lever, to be famous for their plain and
bold Preaching: Saying, ‘That they ripped
so deeply in the galled Backs of the Great
Men of the Court, to have purged them of
the filthy Carnality, and Voluptuousness,
intolerable Ambition and Pride, and
ungodly loathsomeness to hear poor
Men’s Causes, and God’s Word; that
they of all other they could never abide.1

17th Century Frankfurt
An Unsung Hero
Thomas Lever is one of the most important
yet neglected Reformers in British history
and is probably unknown to most present day
Reformed men. Yet, in his day, Lever was one of
the most internationally respected and honoured
of Reformers and was active in purging the
Church in England of popish novelties during
the reigns of Edward VI, Mary the Bloody and
Elizabeth I. Indeed, there was hardly a step
taken in the English Reformation without Lever
influencing it in some positive way, though his
natural modesty kept him in the background.
Other, more extroverted personalities, have
been awarded the laurels he deserved. Today,
Lever’s works are hard to come by but those
who have read his fine Meditations, notes on
Bradford, sermons and letters, will know what a
precious jewel Lever is in Christ’s crown.
Humble Lever was appropriately born
in Little Lever in Lancashire but history first
records events in his life after he matriculated
at Cambridge and became Master of St John’s
College. At Cambridge, Lever became wellknown as a man of the Reformation and gained
the eye of Reformation leaders such as Latimer,
12

It soon became clear, however, that Lever
would never become an Archbishop, or even
Bishop, because of his identification with
humble Christians and his criticism of the
arrogant, self-righteous rich. Preaching at St.
Paul’s Cross, Lever opened the pure Word of
God to ordinary people and surprised those who
1

The Life of Matthew Parker, Chap. VIII, p. 211.
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claimed that he would not dare preach such a
message privately before the King when he did
just that. Lever’s preaching was doctrinal and
christocentric as illustrated by his sermon titles
such as The Pathway to Christ and The right
Way from the Danger of Sin and Vengeance
in this wicked World, unto Godly Wealth and
Salvation in Christ. Nor was Lever afraid of
telling the King that the monies he granted the
universities for the upkeep of poor scholars
were being shared by courtiers and clergy and
the poor students were starving. It is thanks to
Lever that we have obtained an exact picture
of how poor students, training to enter Christian
service, spent their days. Lever tells King
Edward:
There be diverse there which rise
daily betwixt four and five of the clock
in the morning; and from five until six of
the clock, use common prayer, with an
exhortation of God’s word, in a common
chapel; and from six unto ten of the clock,
use ever either private study or common
lecturers. At ten of the clock they go to
dinner, where they be content with a
penny piece of beef amongst four, having
a few porridge made of the broth of the
same beef, with salt and oatmeal, and
nothing else.
After this slender dinner, they be
either teaching or learning until five of
the clock in the evening, whenas they
have supper not much better than their
dinner. Immediately after the which, they
go either to reasoning in problems or unto
some other study, until it be nine or ten
of the clock; and there being without fire,
are fayne to walk or run up and down half
an hour, to get a heat on their feet, when
they go to bed.

edition of the Reformed Book, known also as the
Book of Common Prayer, England was a united,
Reformed country, the mass was abolished and
Scotsmen, French, Dutch, Italians, Spanish and
even Poles flocked to England to thrive on the
religious revival so dominant in that country. With
the ascent of Mary to the throne, all this changed
and Lever was ejected from his post in 1553
and found himself with most of his colleagues
fleeing for his life. But where could he go?
Germany was split down the middle in religious
strife and the interim policy of Charles V left
no room for the Reformed Church of England.
The Dutch Provinces were in a worse state and
the protestants of France were being severely
persecuted. Even in Switzerland, Zürich, Berne
and Geneva had set themselves up as rival
centres of religion, often disagreeing radically
on fundamental issues. Lever wrote to Henry
Bullinger, asking for his assistance in opening
doors in Switzerland for the English and when
he journeyed there in April, 1554 he found Viret
and Beza ready to welcome him in Lausanne
before visiting Calvin’s Geneva. Lever stayed
several months in Switzerland commuting
between Geneva and Zürich, sharing fellowship
with Europe’s leading Reformers and a growing
band of English refugees.

Here there was a stark contrast between
such poor scholars and those of rich families
who came to Cambridge with their private
tutors, servants and even cooks! Nevertheless,
it was chiefly amongst the poor students that
the Reformation waxed strong and Lever was
able to band together a group of twenty-four
dedicated college fellows all who lost their
lectureships and preferments when Mary
came to power. Before that dismal day arrived,
however, Lever found support for his students
in the King’s own tutor Sir John Cheke and the
famous scholar Roger Ascham.
Religious Reform To Popish Persecution
By 1552 with the publication of the second
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hrist’s sheep shall not want; not anything,
not any temporal good thing, as none
of Christ’s sheep do, that he in His wisdom
sees proper and convenient for them; nor
any spiritual good things, since a fulness of
them is in Him, out of which all their wants are
supplied; they cannot want food, for by Him
they go in and out and find pasture; in Him
their bread is given them, where they have
enough and to spare, and their waters are sure
unto them; nor clothing, for He is the Lord their
righteousness, and they are clothed with the
robe of His righteousness; nor rest, for He is
their resting place, in whom they find rest for
their souls, and are by Him led to waters of
rest. Nor will they fail or come short; that is, of
eternal glory and happiness; for Christ’s sheep
are in His hands, out of which none can pluck
them, and therefore shall not perish, but have
everlasting life.
John Gill
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THOMAS LEVER

The Exiled Church
Meanwhile the trading centres of Emden,
Strasburg, Wesel and Duisburg where a number
of English merchants lived, granted the English
Protestants asylum and Charles V gave the
Anglicans freedom of the City of Frankfurt.
Frankfurt became the centre for the Anglican
exiles as it was in easier access from Britain and
roads spread from there to other main cities on
the Continent. Roman Catholic Charles actually
showed the Anglicans more toleration than the
Lutherans. At first, the small band of Frankfurt
Anglicans asked James Haddon, friend of
John Hooper, now at Strasburg, to constitute
an independent church. This was opposed by
the Senate who, at first, forced the English to
share premises and church order with the exiled
French Church in Frankfurt. Haddon declined
the offer and the brethren invited John Knox
and Lever to take up a joint pastorate. As these
men delayed their positive replies, the church
appointed David Whitehead to shepherd them.
John Calvin now persuaded Knox to move
to Frankfurt in November, 1554. Knox, however,
refused to carry out full pastoral duties, such as
administering the Lord’s Supper, and rejected
the various orders of worship then used. He
also fell out with Whitehead. Strype records
that Knox exercised his ‘hot spirit’ and with
“a mind sufficiently embittered against the
English Reformation” castigated the English for
bearing the mark of the Beast and the dregs of
popery. The Anglican form of worship for the
Lord’s Supper, he argued, was “devised for the
upholding of Massing Priests” and performed
by ministers “for the most part without the
soul”.2 Knox’s sole ‘evidence’ for his view of the
Anglican Lord’s Supper was that the original
Supper took place around a 17th century-type
table with disciples sitting on chairs. Anglicans
had to do likewise. Cranmer had tried in vain
to convince Knox that the original Supper was
likely taken in a reclining position on cushions or
the bare or carpeted floor but Knox claimed this
was devilish talk. Knox, quite missed the point
of his own argument as none of the Frankfurt
Christians knelt on reception of the bread and
wine.
Most of the Anglicans at Frankfurt were
Non-conformists of various degrees and
so they suggested various modifications of
the Reformed Book or the Genevan Order
but Knox refused to accept them. Friends,
including Bullinger, now urged Lever to hasten
to Frankfurt and bring peace to the troubled
church.
2
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Strype’s History of the Reformation, p. 121.

Pastor At Frankfurt
When Lever arrived at Frankfurt, he gained
Knox’s immediate opposition. The Scotsman
feared he would give the worship ‘an English
face’. Lever was elected pastor but Knox led a
small but vocal minority against him.
As Knox had not come up with an alternative
form of worship, Lever assembled the
congregation and suggested that they draw up
their own order of worship and discipline rather
than insist on using the forms against which
Knox objected. He asked that the new form
should be given a trial period from February
1555 to April of the same year. The congregation
at first agreed, but before the trial was actually
launched, the Knox party refused to conform.
Knox was then asked to produce an acceptable
version, assisted by Whittingham, Gilby, Foxe
and Cole. This was also rejected by the church.
Now the brethren asked Lever and Parry on
the one side and Knox and Whittingham on the
other to follow Lever’s original suggestion and
draw up a form of worship which was neither of
Lambeth nor Geneva. Knox said that if the others
could not agree with him, he would pull out of the
committee but accept their compromise. Thus
a so-called Order of Compromise was drawn
up which was to run the trial course originally
suggested by Lever. Now there was peace
in the church, though Knox declared that he
feared Lever would interpret the compromise
according to the Anglican Reformation which
Knox claimed was a Reformation without a true
Order of Discipline.
Now a large party of exiles, all moderate
in matters of forms of worship, arrived from
Strasburg including the former King’s tutor and
Chancellor of Oxford, Richard Cox, James
Haddon, Edwin Sandys, Edmund Grindal
and Christopher Goodman, all great leaders
of the Reformation. Knox declared them all
to be enemies of the truth, possibly because
they sided with Whitehead and Lever. Knox
and William Whittingham now canvassed
support from the Senate, telling them that the
newcomers were practising treason against
the Senate. To gain backing from Calvin, they
sent him a mock-up Latin order, claiming the
Frankfurt majority were using it. These were
mean, vindictive acts, rightly called by the
church majority in a letter to Calvin ‘criminal’.
Knox Asked To Leave Frankfurt
By this time, the Senate was becoming tired
of Knox. When news reached Frankfurt from
Poland that Knox had published a treasonable
work there against his host Charles V, the
Senate asked Knox’s friends to persuade him
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The God of peace shall bruise Satan
under your feet shortly.
Romans 16:20

to leave the city. Thus on 26 March 1555, four
months after arriving at Frankfurt, Knox left
the city to return to Scotland via Geneva and
Dieppe. The Frankfurt church immediately
re-elected Whitehead as pastor and Lever
was called to pastor the flock in Wesel in their
troubles with the Lutherans. That year the
Peace of Augsburg ruled that the Holy Roman
Empire was to be divided between Roman
Catholics and Lutherans with no rights given
to Anglican, Genevan or Zürich protestants.
Charles’ influence extended into Switzerland
and there was a mass movement of English
exiles continually moving backwards and
forwards between Germany and Switzerland,
proving, said Thomas Fuller, that Christians
have no biding cities.
Lever took his congregation to Arrau in
Switzerland where he had been given asylum
by the Bernese Lords. True to his deep desire to
promote unity, he strove to keep all the English
churches in exile in fellowship and was greatly
instrumental in bringing the Knoxian party back
into union with their fellow Reformers. The
Genevan Church before calling Knox back from
Scotland, adopted a form of worship based on
the Order of Compromise originally suggested
by Lever and co-authored by him.
The Reformed Church of England
On the death of Mary, Lever took his church
back to England where he became very
influential as a court preacher, well-loved by
the Queen and Archbishop Parker, in spite of
his Nonconformist views. He led the Puritan
party in persuading Elizabeth to drop the title
of Supreme Head of the Church. This caused
him the same opposition amongst the courtiers
that he had experienced in Edward’s days.
Lever now married, which prevented him
from taking over his former post at St John’s,
the old laws still demanding an unmarried
man for the task. Instead, Lever was made a
prebendary of Durham in 1561 and Master of
Sherborn Hospital College, near Durham, in
January 1562. Strype says that Lever was also
made Archdeacon of Coventry. Some believe
that Lever was ejected from his prebendary
in 1571 because of his Nonconformity. This
is improbable as Lever’s Bishop was James
Pilkington a fellow Frankfurt exile and hardly
less a Nonconformist than Lever. Strype says
Lever resigned this post, possibly because the
Puritans came to reject pluralities.
Lever And The Anti-vestiarian Controversy
However, when certain Anglican ministers were
ejected for Nonconformity in the use of habits

Satan’s Head Bruised
I

t is very common for the followers of the Lamb to reason,
but not right, after this manner: ‘how can I be a son of the
God of peace? How can I be a subject of the prince of peace,
seeing I am daily in war and fightings? If at any time the sweet
sound of peace is heard in my heart, and the comforting sense
of peace is felt in my conscience, soon some rebel lust, some
sinful passion, or some fiery dart of the enemy, makes an attack
upon me; hence war commences and peace is banished.’ Nay
but, soul, Jesus is still thy peace.
God is ever at peace with thee. Glory in this always. Know
thou art to fight the good fight of faith as a soldier of Jesus. Thy
present state exposes thee to enemies. Being born again of
the Spirit thy flesh lusteth against thee, and thou feelest it, art
growing under it, and striving against it. The strong man, Satan,
who heretofore kept thee in possession, when thou wast at
peace with him is now cast out by Jesus; therefore he besieges
and attacks. The world with its vanities, its children with their
smiles and frowns, promises and threatenings, animated by
‘the god of this world,’ are at war with thee; because thou art
not of this world, but of the kingdom of Jesus.
That this combined power opposes thee, is a scriptural mark,
that thou art born of God. That thou art at war with them, is an
evidence, a happy evidence, of the life of thy soul, and of thy
faith and love in the Lord Jesus Christ. Rather let this strengthen
thy confidence than deject thy mind. Was it any proof that
Jesus was not the Son of God, because Satan tried to make
Him question it and tempted Him to idolatry, covetousness, and
self-murder? Did this destroy His hope and peace in His God
and Father? Nor need his temptation interrupt thine. Thy God
knows thou art conflicting with Satan. It is His good pleasure to
permit it for a season: yea, He knows also that thou canst not
bruise Satan, much less overcome Him.
Natural men are ready to ask, “What is this bruising of
Satan? We see no need of it.” No it is because they lie fast
asleep in his arms: but those who are awake, and flee from him,
he ever tries to distress. But, oh Christian, here is thy comfort,
Jesus has bruised the serpent’s head. Thy assurance of victory
lies in the almighty power of Jesus, and faithful promise of thy
Father. Look up with confidence; for as sure as Satan’s head
is bruised, thy God, who is at peace with thee, is at war with
every enemy that is against thee.
Fight with courage. He will strengthen thee to stand against,
yea more, give thee perfect victory over all the powers of
darkness, all the malice of hell. As a vanquished foe thou shalt
tread Satan under thy feet shortly. “Say to them that are of a
fearful heart, be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come
with vengeance, (against the enemy) he will come and save
you.” Isaiah 35:4.
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THOMAS LEVER

1565, Lever wrote to Lord Treasurer, William
Cecil, whom Roger Ascham described as “both
most sound in religion, and most discreet in
the government of the state; and indeed, next
to God and the Queen, the most firm support
of both’,3 complaining that pro-papists were
seeking to take over the ejected minister’s
livings who neither could nor would preach.
He feared that the mass would be said again
in England as it was still said in less-reformed
Scotland. Lever was no respecter of persons
and spoke in clear unambiguous words to
Elizabeth’s chief minister:
Now, therefore, my prayer unto God,
and writing to your honours is, that
authority in England, and especially you
may for sincere religion refuse worldly
pleasure and gains. You ought not to allow
any such corruptions among (meddling
with) protestants, being God’s servants,
as to make papists to rejoice and hope
for a day, being God’s enemies: but rather
cause such abolishing of inward papistry,
and outward monuments of the same, as
should cause idolatrous traitors to grieve,
and faithful subjects to be glad: such
casting forth of the unsavoury ministry
and ministers, as might make only such
as have the savouryness of doctrine and
edification to be allowed to that office,
seeing such ministry only may preserve
princes, and priests, and people from
casting and treading under foot: and so
not deceiving and leaving the godly in
distress, to perish with the ungodly; but
ever travelling to deliver, defend and help
the godly, till, by God’s providence and
promise they be delivered and preserved
from all danger, and in continuance and
increase of godly honour.4
Zürich Letters, 2nd. Series, p. 66.
Full letter preserved in Strype’s Parker, Appendix
47, pp. 77, 78.
3
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Lever’s letter touched Cecil’s and the
Queen’s heart and the Puritan ministers were
reinstated. It is a miracle that Lever escaped
persecution as he was far more anti-vestiarian
than most of the ejected ministers. He would
neither wear Anglican nor Genevan robes. He,
however, was far less radical and revolutionary
than a number of his brethren and Cecil was
mainly concerned about the revolutionary
politics of some Puritans rather than their choice
of vestments.
Lever’s Doctrine Of Preaching
It has become fashionable in today’s preaching
to emphasise not only the saving duty of man
but also the ability of man to discern the will
of God in the gospel. They are expected, on
seeing that the gospel portrays God’s desire
for the salvation of all men, to conclude that
they must desire God in turn. This, we are told,
is Reformed thinking. When we read Lever’s
evangelical expositions, we see a different
picture entirely. Lever preaches the law to show
that man is dead in trespasses and sins, he
declares God’s abhorrence at the lost state of
man and then tells the sinner that peradventure
Christ might save him. There can be no thoughts
of God, he argues, in the unbeliever’s heart
unless grace plants them there. Commenting
on the Tenth Commandment, Lever says:
So now by this commandment I am
taught and forced with Paul to feel and
confess, that ‘in me, that is to say, in
my flesh, there is no goodness’; for, not
being regenerate by the ‘Spirit of grace’,
I did neither feel nor find how that all the
thoughts, imaginations, devices and the
desires of the heart of man, be always
only evil. But now, by thy ‘Spirit of grace’
in regeneration, I regarding aright this
commandment do not only know and
confess that man conceived and born
in sin cannot afore regeneration do, say
or think any thing that is good, yet by his
lust ‘the law of sin in his members’ is ever
tempted and allured, and many times
drawn and brought to do evil.
Here we see Lever teaching in stark
contrast to the duty-faith theories of our modern
preachers. For them, the law not only condemns
but opens up in that condemnation a venue of
salvation based on man’s awareness of his
predicament. The law, they argue, puts every
sinner under the duty to continue to accept
everything that God reveals and because He
reveals salvation in Christ, the sinner is duty-
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bound to believe this with all his heart which is
saving faith.5 Lever teaches clearly that when
the law comes into a man’s heart it puts him
under no duty-faith obligations and performs no
saving work of grace. On the contrary, the sinner
who is under God’s leading can only exclaim:
O miserable man that I am! which
now perceive, find, and feel that the
pure goodness and just severity of thy
law doth not reform and put away, but
declare, irritate, augment, and condemn
my corrupt sinful unthankfulness,
disobedience and hypocrisy.
Those who have followed closely the
conversion stories of saints such as Bunyan,
Hervey and Huntington will find that they
echo the sentiments of our Reformers here,
acknowledging that when they were placed
under the law, grace was far away and rather
than the law work such grace in them, they were
the more ready to curse God and be done with
Him. It is the law that God uses to display our
vileness and, in doing so, it has fulfilled its divine
function. However, this feeling of vileness does
not come to all who are placed under the law by
any means. Lever teaches that this awareness
of the sinfulness of sin and the vileness of one’s
nature was never the natural consequence of
any man being faced with the law. Those who
see the vileness of sin are the elect in whom
the Spirit is working a work of grace so that the
elect and they alone can cry out:
But yet thou, O most merciful Father,
doest by thy law thus declare sin, and
work in thine elect a feeling and fear of
thy deserved wrath, that they thereby
may be learned, moved and forced to
know, desire and embrace ‘the end of the
law’, which is Christ thy Son our Saviour.
For even as a good surgeon doth first
make bare and open a grievous corrupt
sore thoroughly, that then he may lay
thereto a good plaister to heal the same
effectually; so dost thou, O good God,
by thy law declare and open our sores,
full of sinful corruption, to cleanse and
heal the same by the salve and plaister
of ‘Christ crucified’.6
See Fuller’s Works, Vol. II, Preface to The Gospel
Worthy of All Acceptation, esp. p. 331 for the roots
of this modern evangelistic error.
6
Meditation on the Tenth Commandment, by Thomas
Lever, 1567, bound with The Writings of John
Bradford, Parker Society, Vol. I, pp. 569-571.

We note here that the law opens no man’s
eyes and reveals no new duties but, in the
hands of a righteous surgeon, it opens up man’s
sores. Modern evangelism with its ‘God desires
your salvation, you must therefore love Him’
message is, at best, a cosmetic to camouflage
the sinfulness of sin and, at worst, pure deceit
and a helping hand to hell.
Lever Dies, Honoured And Respected By All
Now Lever, though a Puritan of the Puritans
and one who refused to wear the square
clergyman’s hat, the surplice and kneel at
communion, became honoured by all in his old
age and Strype testifies that he could have had
any church preferment he desired. Lever said
no to all offers save that of an archdeaconry or
prebendary as he wished to have the freedom
to preach, which he felt was his true calling.
An earlier biographer who collected Lever’s
manuscripts wrote:
He was a man of as much natural
probity and blunt native honesty as his
college ever bred: a man without guile
and artifice; who never made suit to any
patron, or for any preferment; one that
had the spirit of Hugh Latimer. No one
can read his sermons without imagining
he has something before him of Latimer
or Luther. Though his sermons are bold
and daring, and full of rebuke, it was his
preaching that got him preferment. His
rebuking the courtiers made them afraid
of him, and procured him reverence from
the King. He was one of the best masters
of his college, as well as one of the best
of men the college ever bred.7
Lever died respected by all and loved by
most. He had preserved his reputation of being
one of England’s greatest Reformers. He asked
for no pomp and ceremony at his funeral and
his humble grave in his college’s chapel was
adorned by a simple stone embossed with the
words:
Thomas Lever
preacher to King Edward VI,
He died in July,
1577

5

Baker, cited by Brook in The Lives of the Puritans,
p. 223.
7
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There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk
Romans 8:1
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

No Condemnation In Christ
A Sermon By Henry T. Mahan

I

am going to be speaking today from the
Book of Romans the 8th chapter, the first
verse; my text is: “There is therefore, now,
no condemnation to them who are in Christ
Jesus who walk not after the flesh but after the
spirit.”
Now, before I deal with that text from
Romans chapter 8, verse 1; I wish very much
that you would get your Bible and open it to
this 8th chapter of Romans. I am going to point
out something here that needs to be said.
Somebody talks about us being a little
controversial, you know, about some of the
things I say. One of our elders said; “may raise
some eyebrows”. But, yet, the truth raises
eyebrows. I want to raise many eyebrows
because truth needs to be preached. We need
to be honest and I am going to be honest with
you today and truthful with you. I am going
to preach to you what God’s Word says, not
trying to get along with you. Paul said, “If I seek
to please men I am not the servant of Jesus
Christ.” If it is in God’s Word I am going to
preach it to you because you need to hear the
truth. “It is the truth that will set men free.” That
truth is Christ Jesus.
18

But, before I deal with the text, I want to
read the closing verses of chapter 7. Now, of
Romans 7 and Romans 8; you have heard
people say, “We need to get out of Romans
7 into Romans 8.” Well now, that is nonsense;
they are not two different Scriptures. There is
one Scripture, one message.
You see, in the original Scriptures there were
no chapter divisions; there were no verses. But,
when they translated the Bible into English out
of the original Scriptures, they divided it into
chapters and verses. Now, unfortunately, and
anyone who knows anything about the Bible
knows this is true; unfortunately, our forefathers
put these divisions in some places that caused
problems and this is one of them! You have
Romans chapter 6 and Romans chapter 7 and
Romans chapter 8 and people read them as if
they are separate books, as if Paul the apostle
is dealing with a separate subject and it has
led to an error.
People talk about, “Let’s get out of Romans
7 into Romans 8. There is no getting out of
one into the other; they are one; they are one.
Romans 7 and Romans 8 are one message; it
is one message.
In Romans 7 and in Romans 8 has been,
is now, and always will be until we die, the
experience of every believer. That’s right! You
might as well read Romans 7 and Romans 8
together because if you are a true believer in
Christ, your experience will be Romans 7 and
Romans 8.
You will never get out of Romans 7 until you
die, until that body of death, that body of sin,
be destroyed, eradicated, be buried and put in
the grave to walk no more.
Go back now to Romans 7:21 and
remember, as I said, there is a division here
that should not be here. Paul said in Romans
7:21, “I find then a law, (a rule), that when I
would do good, evil is present with me. I delight
in the law of God, after the inward man. But, I
see another law (rule); I see another law in my
members warring, (that is a conflict).”
He didn’t say just nipping or biting, Paul
says, “Making war against the law of my mind
in bringing me into captivity, to the law of sin
which is in my members. O wretched man that
I am.” This is Paul speaking that.
This is what upsets a lot of pious, selfrighteous and religious people. Christ called

NEW FOCUS PRINTABLE EDITION JANUARY 2014

HENRY T. MAHAN

them “whited sepulchers” (hypocrites), they
just do not like to hear a converted man, a
saved man, and a child of God call himself a
“wretched man”. They do not even like to be
called sinners; they like to be called “saints”.
Anybody who calls himself a saint is more
than likely not one. Paul said, “O wretched man
that I am. Who shall deliver me from this body
of death? Thank God through Jesus Christ our
Lord.”
So then, with the mind I serve the law of
God; I serve the law of God with the inward
man, with the spiritual man, with the renewed
mind, but with the flesh I serve the law of sin.
“There is therefore, now, no condemnation to
them who are in Christ Jesus, who walk not
after the flesh but after the spirit.”
I challenge you to divide that; it must
go together; don’t you leave me back there
without any comfort, without any consolation,
without any Gospel, without any good news.
What’s Paul saying here; just what is he
saying in Romans chapter 7? What is he
saying? I will tell you what he is saying; he is
saying that he is not perfect; that is what Paul
is saying.
Here, is this chief of apostles, here is the
founder of many churches. This man was
ordained to a bishop and elder; this man was
counted worthy to suffer for Christ’s sake who
bore in his body the marks of the Lord Jesus
Christ, the scars of the Gospel. This man who
planted churches all over Europe, Asia, and
Africa, this man who was persecuted more
than any man for Christ’s sake, said; “I am not
perfect; I am not perfect.” He says, “I have not
arrived; I have not laid hold upon that for which
I have been laid hold of by Christ.” Not yet!
He is saying, “I have a struggle; I am in a
conflict; I am in a battle; I am in warfare and
that warfare is real and that warfare has been
against a real enemy and that enemy is my
flesh and my sin.”
And yet, he rejoices in the mercy of God.
He rejoices in the grace of God in Christ Jesus.
He rejoices in forgiveness. He rejoices that sin
has been put away; it does not reign. It does
remain as a troublesome enemy but it does not
reign.
This is what Paul is saying; this is exactly
what he is saying. He says, “I struggle against
sin and yet I rejoice in complete justification at
the same time.” He said, “I am in a state of
conflict but I am not in a state of condemnation.”
And in Galatians 5:17 “My flesh lusteth against
the Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh and
these are contrary the one to the other so that
ye cannot do the things that ye would.”

This is a conflict that the unbeliever does
not experience. Some of you sitting out there
say, “Well, I don’t have a problem with that.”
I know you don’t because you are not saved.
You are not a child of God.
The unbeliever has no conflict and the
religionist won’t admit it. But it is so. Paul
admitted it and the men who wrote the
Scriptures also admitted it.
I want to share something with you; the
men who wrote the Scriptures wrestled with
sin, every blessed one of them. They wrestled,
they warred, and they had a conflict with sin.
Yet, they rejoiced at the same time in salvation,
in forgiveness, in pardon, in the mercy of God.
Now, you listen; I am just going to pick the
prominent ones, the ones you know about
personally, the ones of whom you are familiar.
First of all David, “the man after God’s own
heart.” You will notice that every one of these
statements is in the present tense, not one of
them in the past tense. Somebody said that

NEW FOCUS PRINTABLE EDITION JANUARY 2014

[

The Veil Of The Temple
Matthew 27:51

M

ark this, the veil of the temple, rent as describe in
our text, was not rent by man, nor rent by angels,
nor rent by Satan; it was rent by the living God. And so
it pleased God to put Christ to grief; and so it is the work
of God now to rend the veil of a sinner’s ignorance. It
always begins at the top, not at the bottom; the sinner
begins to look up, light comes down; he begins to see
out of obscurity; he begins to see something in God to
be alarmed at, something to be terrified at, something
to tremble at, something to shrink from; and then God
rends the veil a little farther; and he will go on rending
your ignorance till He has rent it from top to bottom;
and you will come by and bye into the open daylight,
the everlasting daylight, as the church is described in
the Book of Revelation, clothed with the sun, walking
in the moonlight of the gospel, a crown of twelve stars
upon her head; so shall it be with thee; thou shalt be
wrapped in the rays of the Sun of Righteousness, and
walk in the moonlight of the gospel, and anticipate the
twelve-fold crown which thou shalt receive when thou
gettest to the end of thy journey, and bless God that He
who commanded the light to shine out of darkness hath
shined in your hearts, to give the light of the knowledge
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
James Wells
From a sermon preached on 6th April, 1860 at Surrey Baptist Tabernacle
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Paul was describing his unsaved state; that’s
not so and you know it. Paul was describing
his present state. “O wretched man that I am.
The things that I do I allow not; I don’t approve
of. The things that I would not do I do. What I
hate; that do I” and so-forth.
But here is David; listen to him: “My sins
are ever before me”; that is right now, “ever
before me” and yet, he is the same man who
wrote, “The Lord is my shepherd; the Lord is
my refuge; the Lord is my strength; the Lord is
the strength of my life; the Lord is my rock in
whom I trust.”
Then, listen to Job, he says; “I hate myself;
I abhor myself.” Job said, “Behold; I am vile.
I put my hand over my mouth: Once have
I spoken, yea twice, things too wonderful,
beyond my understanding.” “I heard of you
but now I have seen you; I hate myself.” Yet,
he is the same man who said “I know that my
redeemer liveth.”
Then, listen to Isaiah (present tense); “I am
a man of unclean lips.”
We are doing our best to impress everybody
around us with our piety. Our Lord Jesus said;
“You are they which justify yourselves before
God but that which is highly esteemed among
men is an abomination to God Almighty.”
We need to find our righteousness in Christ.
Listen to Isaiah: “I am a man of unclean lips. I
dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips.”
Yet, he is the same man who wrote “by his
stripes we are healed.” We are healed!
We struggle against sin, yet, we rejoice in
salvation at the same time. Listen to Jeremiah,
he said; “You can’t do good any more than an
Ethiopian can change his skin or a leopard
change his spots.”
He said, “Your heart is deceitful above all
things and desperately wicked; who can know
it?” Yet, he was the same man who kept saying,
“The Lord is my righteousness; the Lord is my
righteousness.”
Listen to Paul: “I am the chief of sinners.”
Somebody said that Paul graduated
downwardly. He at first said, “I’m not worthy to
be an apostle.” Then he came along later and
said, “I am less than the least of all the saints.”
He is growing; he’s growing! Then, he came
along and said this; “I am the chief of sinners.”
I read an article one time; I meant to share
it with you last week and I wasn’t able to, but
I will share it with you this week. John Newton
wrote this of his own experience and he said;
“The Lord said to John Newton; ‘Come down,
come down.’ I came down. I came down until
there were few beneath me. ‘Down, sinner,
down. Come down!’ He said. I came down
until I was on the level with the lowest. ‘Come

down, come down, down, sinner, down,’ He
said. I came down until I was lower than the
beast. ‘Come down’, He said, ‘Come down,
down, sinner, down.’ Then John Newton said;
‘I came down until I despaired of any mercy’,
and I said, ‘Oh Lord surely there is no hope for
a sinner like me?’ Then He spoke peace to my
heart.”
Have you ever been there? I tell you the
religion of today puts the gifts on the higher
shelves but God’s gifts, God’s good things,
God’s gifts and God’s grace are on the lower
shelves; that is where they are.
“He giveth grace to the humble.” If you have
never had any grace then you haven’t been
low enough. You have never been broken
enough. “The sacrifices of God are a broken
heart, a broken and a contrite spirit God thou
will not despise.” “The Lord is nigh unto them
of a broken heart.” Your preacher has been
bragging on you so long that he has just about
put you in hell; that’s a fact! You will never be
saved until you come to God as a sinner.
If you can come that way you can be saved
because He will never cast out a sinner. There
is mercy for sinners. Paul said, “I am the chief
of sinners.” He is the same man who said,
“Therefore, being justified by faith, I have
peace with God.” A believer is a paradox; he
is the fullest and yet the emptiest person in the
world. He is the holiest sinner that ever walked;
that’s right; he is a paradox.
All of these things are in the present tense
and you will never see the truth of it or the
blessing of it until you see this! Now, is my
heart heavy with a sense of my guilt and my
sin, but now, my heart rejoices in God’s mercy
and God’s grace. “Therefore; there is therefore
now, no condemnation”, right now.
This man Paul, in the present tense says, “O
wretched man that I am.” He turns right around
and says; “Now there is no condemnation.”
There is no condemnation for wretched men?
No sir, not the wretched men who are in Christ.
I will get to that in a minute.
Paul said; “Now, I am troubled on every
side with a sense of my unworthiness before
God, with a sense of my guilt before God. But
now, I am comforted by his grace.”
Did you notice when Paul speaks of his
inward conflict over sin that he speaks in the
first person? Read Romans chapter 7 again: “I
(that’s Paul) I find in the law that when I would
do good, evil is present with me.”
“I delight in the law of God but I see another
law in my members warring against the law of
my mind bringing me into conflict. O wretched
man that I am.” He never says, “Us, we, or
them, it is I.” It is always in the first person.
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When he speaks of God’s mercy in Christ it
is always in the general term, them, and them.
“There is no condemnation to them who are in
Christ Jesus.”
Here is what Paul is saying: I know my sins;
I know my trials; I know my tribulations. I know
my tests and temptations but I don’t know
yours. I am not going to accuse you before
God but I am going to be honest before God.
My heart is going to be open before God. I
am going to deal with God in honesty and truth
because honest people don’t end up in hell;
did you know that, people who deal with God
honestly and truthfully; God knows your heart.
God does not look upon your words. You
are not heard for your much speaking. Other
people hear your words, but “That which is
highly esteemed among men is abomination in
the sight of God.” God does not see as a man
sees; “God looks upon the heart. Men look
upon the outward countenance.”
Men listen to your words and your bragging
and your testimonies but “God looks on the
heart.” That’s the reason that Paul says, “I”. He
says, “I know that God’s mercy is for all them
who are in Christ Jesus.”
Let me speak to this issue in four ways: I
am going to talk about the believer’s conflict.
First of all, listen to this in Romans 7 verse
14: Paul says, “The law is spiritual, but I am
carnal.” This will help you if you will listen, the
law is spiritual, I am carnal (I am a man of the
flesh). I know you are saved; you are born
of the Spirit; you have spiritual nature, and
spiritual lives, but you are still walking around
in a human body. This is what Paul is saying,
“The law is spiritual”.
The law is a spiritual law, it comes from the
Spirit of God and reaches to the spirit of men.
The law requires not just outward holiness and
outward deeds and outward righteousness
of action, but the law is a spiritual law that
demands inward holiness of attitude.
Do you see this? The law is spiritual. You
cannot tie it to a bunch of do’s and do nots that
have to do with the flesh; the law is spiritual;
listen to it. Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, with all thy soul, with all thy
mind. This is spiritual; the law is spiritual. Thou
shall love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
thy soul, and thy mind and thy neighbour as
thyself; on these two hang all the law.
He never said that about any other
two commandments; about any other
commandment or any other portion of
Scripture. “On these two hang the whole law of
God.” The law is spiritual.
I know what you and everybody else have
been making the law to be involved with, only a
NEW FOCUS PRINTABLE EDITION JANUARY 2014
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The Wonders Of
Redemption

And did the holy and the just,
The Sovereign of the skies,
Stoop down to wretchedness and dust
That guilty worms might rise?
Yes, the Redeemer left His throne,
His radiant throne on high,
(Surprising mercy! love unknown!)
To suffer, bleed, and die.
He took the dying traitor’s place
And suffered in his stead;
For man, (O miracle of grace!)
For man the Saviour bled!
Dear Lord, what heavenly wonders dwell
In thy atoning blood!
By this are sinners snatched from hell,
And rebels brought to God.
Jesus, my soul, adoring bends
To love so full, so free;
And may I hope that love extends
Its sacred power to me?
What glad return can I impart,
For favours so divine?
O take my all, this worthless heart,
And make it only thine.
For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by
the Spirit: (1 Peter 3:18)
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bunch of outward acts. That is the reason folks
are so good on the outside and mean as the
devil on the inside.
It is because the law is spiritual; God’s law
is spiritual. What is Paul’s response to this
when he comes face to face with this law? He
says, “The law came and I died.” It killed him;
“the law did not make me go around bragging
on myself, it killed me”, Paul said.
“When I saw this spiritual law, it killed me.
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, soul, and mind.” I found out, what did
I find out? I found that I am flesh and I am
carnal.
I don’t love the Lord with all my heart, soul,
and mind, and you don’t either. I don’t love my
neighbour as myself and you don’t either. I can
keep some of your rules and regulations but
that is not God’s law.
Then he goes on in verse 15. He says, “I do
what I don’t approve of and what I should do I
don’t do. I should love God with all my heart,
soul, and mind, but I don’t. The very things I
hate are the things that I do, say, and think.” Is
that not what you do, too?
He says in verse 18, “I know that in me, that
is, in my flesh (in this natural man), dwelleth no
good thing. To will is present with me but how
to perform that which is good I find not.”
Wouldn’t you like to love God with all your
heart and soul and mind and your neighbour
as yourself? I would love to do that. He said,
“To will is present with me; but how to perform
that which is good (perfect), all the perfection
that God can be satisfied with, I find not.”

E

Sanctification

very act of the Persons of the Godhead in their several
office-character in the covenant of grace; is one, and but
once done: whether election, marriage union, redemption,
regeneration. And this one act is in each at once perfect and
complete. And as the election of God the Father can by no
subsequent act of creatures be disannulled, or made liable to
alteration: so neither the marriage-union and redemption of
God the Son can be counteracted or made void by any act
of His people. And in like manner like the glorious act of
regeneration by God the Holy Ghost, makes that spiritual part
of the child of God over which, and in which, his Almighty
agency is exercised, as holy, and as heavenly as it ever will
be. Nothing of the creature adding thereto or taking therefrom.
The grace, the work, the whole is the Lord’s. For in him, and
through him, and to him, are all things. To whom be glory for
ever. Amen.
Robert Hawker
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Paul said; “I’m not trying to find out how to
perform the rules and regulations of certain
churches in certain cities, I’m trying to find out
how to perform that which is perfect. I can’t find
it in me but I can find it in Christ, the object of
my faith. I can’t find it in here (my heart); I have
looked in vain.”
Then, he says this; Paul admits to being
a man with two natures; he admits to it. He
said, “I have a holy nature that delights in
holiness after the inward man. I have another
nature, an old nature that has no goodness,
no righteousness, and constantly wars against
my new nature.”
Paul confesses to being a man with two
wills, the will to do God’s will, and the will to do
his own will; that’s the believer’s conflict.
I am going to tell you this; you people who
know God, who are redeemed, are not going
to find any real peace, and joy, and comfort,
until you come face to face with this issue and
face it and deal with it as Paul dealt with it.
He goes from there to the believer’s
confidence. If you keep looking for salvation in
yourself and righteousness, and acceptance
with God, if you keep looking in here, in your
own heart, to find any reason for God’s mercy,
you are going to be in trouble for the rest of
your life. If you look honestly, you will be
shocked at what you find.
Here’s the believer’s confidence in Romans
chapter 8:1: He went through all of this admitting
his natures, his wills and his conflicts. He said,
“There is, therefore now, no condemnation to
them who are in Christ.” No condemnation.
Do you mean preacher that there is no guilt,
no judgment, no charge and no condemnation
to those in Christ? That’s right! We will never be
called to account for our sins, never, because
Christ died for our sins.
Romans 8:32 says, “He that spared not his
own Son but delivered him up for us all, how
shall he not with him freely give us all things?
Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s
elect; it is God who justifieth.” Just. As I had
never sinned.
“It is Christ that died, yea rather, is risen
again, who is even at the right hand of God,
who also makes intercession for us.”
Now; this is a blessing that is not going to
be revealed in eternity; it is ours right now. My
conflict is now, so I need the mercy now. My
conflict is now, so I need the grace now. My
warfare is now, so I need the comfort now.
I don’t need it at the judgment; I need it now,
right now. John said, “Behold, now, are we
sons of God” (right now), “it does not appear
what we shall be. But when he shall appear we
are going to be like him.”
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All my sins, past, present, and future were
laid on Christ and the Scripture says, “they
were blotted out; they were separated from me
as far as the east is from the west.”
“They were cast into the depths of the sea.”
The Bible says “they were cast behind the
back of God”. Now I don’t know where that is
but they will be remembered no more.
Oh preacher! I tell you what a blessing! Yea
and here is the key and it is not for everybody,
everybody would abuse it, misuse it, and turn
it into lasciviousness.
Listen to what he says: “There is therefore,
now, no condemnation; (here is the key), to
them who are in Christ Jesus.” It is not to them
who are in the church where their name is on
the roll, alphabetically recorded. It is not to them
who are in religious ceremonies and activities.
It is not to them who are in ceremonialism. It is
not to them who are in tradition and customs,
but to them who are in Christ Jesus.
How did they get there? How did they get
in Christ Jesus? You see; every blessing is in
Christ. God has vested everything in His Son;
everything is in Christ.
God did not put anything in the church, He
put it in Christ. Christ is the head of the church.
God did not put it in an altar or the mourner’s
bench or the baptismal waters or sacraments
or communion. He put all the blessings in
Christ. “In him dwelleth all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily and you are complete in him.”
It is in Christ; that is where it is. If you miss it
you’ll miss Christ.
How do I get in Christ? How did these
people get in Christ? How did Paul get in
Christ? Well, he is in Christ:
First: By God’s grace, by God’s purpose!
“He chose us in Christ; before the foundation
of the world that we should be holy and without
blame before him in love. He predestinated us
unto the adoption of children.” That is how we
got in Christ; God put us there.
Secondly: We got in Christ by the Holy
Spirit’s work! He baptized us into the body of
Christ by one spirit. We are born of the Spirit of
God. We were put in the body of Christ by the
Holy Spirit’s supernatural, irresistible; (I spoke
last week about it), effectual work.
Thirdly: Then we are in Christ by faith! We
are in Christ by faith. Christ dwells in me by
His Spirit and I dwell in Him by faith.
Coming to Christ and believing on Christ is
the same thing. So, “there is no condemnation”
the believer’s conflict is real and the believer’s
Saviour is real and we are in him and we are
complete in Him.
“Christ in you is the hope of glory,” says
Paul in Colossians. Christ says, “I am the true

vine and you are the branches.” If you sever
the branch from the vine it’s good only for
the burning. The branch cannot bear fruit of
itself; it doesn’t have any life in itself; it doesn’t
produce any life; it doesn’t add anything; it gets
everything from the vine.
And we get everything from Christ. “He is
the head and we are the body. Without him we
can do nothing”, we are nothing; we perish; it is
all in Him. You are no separate entity in God’s
kingdom; you are in Christ or you are not in His
kingdom.
Here is the believer’s conduct: He says;
“There is no condemnation to them who are
in Christ, who walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit.” He says that two or three times,
“who walk not after the flesh but after the
Spirit.”
Now, there is no condemnation, and the
reason for that is not because we walk not
after the flesh; that is a description of those
to whom there is no condemnation. That’s not
the reason why we have no condemnation,
that we walk not after the flesh but after the
Spirit. That’s the description of those who are
in Christ.
What is a walk? It is a direction, a tenor of
life; it’s the bent of the will, do you see? The
general direction of life of that individual. And
that walk is in the Spirit.
The believer has a struggle with sin but he
doesn’t love it. The believer has a conflict with
the flesh and the old nature but doesn’t excuse
it. The believer hates his evil thoughts, words,
and deeds. He loves holiness and truth.
His walk is in the direction of righteousness
and holiness, honesty, and truth. He yearns for
it and pants after it and longs for it and looks
forward until the day he shall be just like Christ.
The unbeliever minds the things of the
world. What does it mean “he minds” these
things? It means he is concerned about
them, overly concerned, overly anxious. The
unbeliever minds the things of the world. That
is what is on his mind; it is what concerns him.
But here is the believer’s comfort! For
all the warfare, for all the struggle for all the
despair for sin, nevertheless, there is no
condemnation. And here is why. We are God’s
children. In Romans 8:16 it says, “The Spirit
beareth witness with my spirit that we are
the children of God. If we are the children of
God then we are heirs of God and joint-heirs
with Jesus Christ!” What a comfort. What a
blessing.
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Christ

A Hiding-Place

Hail, sovereign love, that first began
The scheme to rescue fallen man!
Hail, matchless, free, eternal grace,
That gave my soul a hiding-place!
Against the God who rules the sky
I fought with hand uplifted high;
Despised the mention of His grace,
Too proud to seek a hiding-place.
Enwrapt in thick Egyptian night,
And fond of darkness more than light,
Madly I ran the sinful race,
Secure without a hiding-place.
But thus the eternal council ran:
“Almighty love, arrest that man!”
I felt the arrows of distress,
And found I had no hiding-place.
Indignant Justice stood in view;
To Sinai’s fiery mount I flew;
But Justice cried, with frowning face,
“This mountain is no hiding-place.”
Ere long an heavenly voice I heard,
And Mercy’s angel form appeared;
She led me on, with placid pace,
To JESUS as my hiding-place.
Should storms of sevenfold thunder roll,
And shake the globe from pole to pole;
No flaming bolt could daunt my face,
For Jesus is my hiding-place.
On Him almighty vengeance fell,
That must have sunk a world to hell;
He bore it for the chosen race,
And thus became their hiding-place.

And a man shall be as an hiding place from
the wind, and a covert from the tempest; as
rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow
of a great rock in a weary land.
Isaiah 32:2

A few more rolling suns, at most,
Will land me on fair Canaan’s coast;
Where I shall sing the song of grace,
And see my glorious hiding-place!

