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 Yea, though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for 
thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they 

comfort me.
(Psalm 23:5)

 
 

— Piers Gill from Scafell Pike Piers Gill from Scafell Pike —
The Lake District 

Fiona Birks

NEW FOCUS  PRINTABLE EDITION JANUARY 2026

A faithful old friend passed recently into the presence of her 
loving God. Her troubles are over. Her last tear is shed. She is 
in the presence of her Saviour with joy. What a glorious looking-
forward to we have as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ! 

How blessed we are to be able to face old age, physical frailty, 
a deteriorating mind, and the fears of this temporal life with a 
sure and certain hope of everlasting life. By divine grace we 
have given our souls into the care of Christ, being persuaded 
that He is able to keep that which we have committed unto Him 
against that day (2 Timothy 1:12).

Nothing on earth can outweigh the blessedness of our eternal 
hope in Jesus Christ. ‘Without God in the world’ (Ephesians 
2:12) is a dark and fearsome state. How much better to live daily 
‘In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised 
before the world began’ (Titus 1:2). How blessed to rest on 
enduring promises of everlasting life from the eternal God. 

‘Before the world began’, for His own good pleasure and for 
His great love wherewith He loved us (Ephesians 2:4), God 
chose a people for Himself. He determined to be merciful to 
them and set these individuals apart in the eternal covenant of 
grace and peace. He sanctified them in Christ. He viewed them 
under the suretyship of His dear Son. He imputed righteousness 
to them and justified them upon the merits of their Substitute (1 
Corinthians 1:28-30, Ephesians 1:1-7). 

The Lord Jesus Christ undertook to provide for their every 
need. He took their flesh as their Representative. He came into 
this world as their Great High Priest. He fought their enemies. 
He suffered in their place and was made a ransom for their 
souls.  He died for their sins which He carried in His own body. 
He rose again to give them everlasting life. Still He represents 
them in heaven, watching over them day by day with tender 
love and mercy.

In God’s perfect timing His Spirit brings the blessings of 
Christ’s work to each chosen child of God. He gives faith to 
believe in Christ crucified ‘for the remission of sins’. He gives 
confidence in His gospel. He makes us new creatures, spiritual 
worshippers and fruitful followers for Christ’s sake. He grants 
peace along life’s journey and hope for future joy. He causes 
God’s elect to say, ‘Surely goodness and mercy shall follow 
me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the 
LORD for ever’.

Then, at the appointed time, God who loved, chose, sanctified, 
justified, redeemed, converted and preserves us all the days of 
our life takes us home to glory to dwell with Him for ever.

The Appointed Time
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No man can describe the loss of the soul as he should. 
No man can paint this dreadful picture in true colours. 
You and I will never fully understand what it means 

to lose one’s soul until we pass through the valley of death 
and wake up in eternity. Then, and not until then, shall we 
know the value of the soul.

The value of things will change greatly in that day. The 
day is coming when our silver and gold will be as dust in the 
street. The fame, honour and glory of this world will be no 
more than withered grass. 

In that day a man will be willing to trade all that he knows 
and can imagine for the privilege of hearing one gospel 
sermon, one hour of prayer, one verse of scripture. In that 
day a man will be willing to trade all the world for one grain 
of truth. He will curse the day he was born. 

In that day of God’s wrath, what will a man give in 
exchange for his soul?

My sin, Oh the bliss of this glorious thought,
My sin, not in part, but the whole.
Is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more;
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!

Scott Richardson

Adapted from Day Unto Day. See page 19.
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‘That I May Win Christ’

Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If 
any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might 
trust in the flesh, I more: … But what things were gain 
to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, 
and I count all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them 
but dung, that I may win Christ, and be found in him, 
not having mine own righteousness, which is of the 
law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the 
righteousness which is of God by faith: That I may 
know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the 
fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable 
unto his death; If by any means I might attain unto the 
resurrection of the dead … Nevertheless, whereto we 
have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let 
us mind the same thing.

Philippians 3:4-16

Most people today have a religion that 
says, ‘Peace, peace, when there is no 
peace’. When they hear a man speak, 

like the Apostle Paul, of desiring to ‘win Christ, 
and be found in him’, they are conditioned to 
respond, ‘I settled that issue a long time ago. I 
am never concerned about that matter. I have 
assurance of my salvation.’
	 I know that salvation is by grace alone. We 
are not saved by anything which we do. We trust 
the blood and righteousness of Christ alone for 
the whole of our acceptance before God. Yet, I 
know this, too, all true faith is persevering faith. 
	 It is not the man who begins the race who 
wins the prize, but the man who finishes the 
race. It is not the man who begins in faith who is 
saved, but the man who dies in faith. That term, 
‘Once saved always saved’, is misleading. As it 
is understood by most people, it is false. Many 
men and women have begun well and ended 
in hell. It is not enough to have believed. We 
must go on believing. It is not enough to profess 
faith. We must persevere in faith. The life of faith 
is the lifelong pursuit of Christ. We must know 
Christ today. How truly blessed is that man and 
that woman who can say with Paul, ‘I count all 
things but loss … that I may win Christ’. Would 
you win Christ? Would you be found in him at 
the last day? If you would, the Apostle Paul tells 
us four things that must be done by us.

A renunciation that must be made
Paul shows us by example that self-denial is 
an essential aspect of saving faith. It is not a 
singular act of renouncing self. It is a perpetual, 
daily dying to self. Paul said, ‘I die daily’ (1 
Corinthians 15:31). This is what he meant: for 
Christ’s sake he renounced everything that had 
been dear to him. He counted all things but dung 
for Christ. For Paul, it was truly a costly thing 
to follow Christ, but he willingly, readily, and 
constantly paid the price.
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The Apostle Paul had great love and concern for 
the young church at Ephesus which he had been 
instrumental in forming over several years. Ephesus was 
an idolatrous city dedicated to Diana but the gospel was 
gaining converts and Paul was eager to confirm them in 
the faith of Jesus Christ.

NEW TITLE     NEW TITLE     NEW TITLE

	 The Lord Jesus Christ revealed Himself to 
the Apostle Paul in a most extraordinary way 
on the Damascus Road. He revealed both 
His glorious Person and the glory of His grace 
toward sinners through the merits of His sin 
atoning death upon the cross. Paul never got 
over the wonder of it. His soul was consumed 
by the amazing grace and mercy of God. The 
great, life-governing ambition of his renewed 
heart was that he might know Christ. Having 
seen the glory of Christ upon the cross, Paul 
renounced his former religion and his earthly 
advantages over other men and exchanged 
all his earthly riches and prospects for hunger, 
thirst, nakedness, peril, and bitter persecution. 
He counted his circumcision and his noble 
birth as useless things. And he renounced his 
worldly honour, his name, his reputation, his 
scholarly education, and his social distinction 
(vv. 7, 8). Everything that Paul had cherished 
and worked so hard to gain, everything that 
had been advantageous to him as a man in this 
world, he renounced as rubbish, and continued 
to renounce as rubbish. Thirty years later, he 
had no regrets. 
	 If you and I would have Christ, we must do 
the same thing Paul did. What does it cost to 
be a Christian? It will cost you everything you 
have. ‘He that loveth father or mother more than 
me is not worthy of me: and he that taketh not 
his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy 
of me. He that findeth his life shall lose it: and 
he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it’ 
(Matthew 10:37-39). ‘Whosoever he be of you 
that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be 
my disciple’ (Luke 14:33).
	 The life of faith begins in self-denial. The life 
of faith is a life of perpetual self-denial. The life of 
faith is an increasing self-denial. ‘I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service. And be not conformed to this world: 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect will of God’ (Romans 
12:1, 2).

A reward that must be sought
Paul tells us there is a good reason for complete 
self-denial, and that there is a reward that must 
be sought. Remember, these are the words of 
a believer. Paul is telling us why he continually 
denied himself and daily died to this world. He 
said, I count all things but loss, because I am 
seeking something far better. He said, I have 

counted the cost, and I am ready to do whatever 
it takes to have Christ. ‘Yea, doubtless, and I 
count all things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and do count 
them but dung, that I may win Christ.’ 
	 We are thankful for family, friends, health, 
and the many comforts of life with which we are 
blessed; but we must have Christ. This is the 
one thing that we want as believers above all 
other things. This is our one consuming desire, 
‘That I may win Christ’. We must not be satisfied 
merely to be religious, moral, and respectable. 
We must truly be in Christ, united to Him by 
faith, living in union with Him, one with Christ. 
We must ‘win Christ and be found in him’.
	 ‘That I may know him.’ This was the desire 
of Paul’s heart, and it is the desire of my heart. 
Our Lord said, ‘This is life eternal, that they 
might know thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent’ (John 17:3). 
There is one thing alone which we need for 
our eternal salvation, our growth in grace, and 
our everlasting happiness; that one thing is the 
knowledge of Christ. To know Him is to live. To 
know Him is salvation. Not to know Him is to 
perish. Not to know Him is damnation. 
	 Many people know the history of Christ, but 
few know Christ Himself. Many admire His way 
among men, but do not see Him as the Way. 
Many people know the moral example of Christ, 
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but few know Christ. Many people know the 
doctrine of Christ’s atonement, but few people 
know Christ who is our Atonement. Many people 
know the doctrine of Christ’s salvation, but few 
people know Christ who is our Salvation. Many 
people know the doctrine of Christ’s Lordship, 
but few people know Christ the Lord. Salvation 
is not knowing about Christ. Salvation is 
knowing Christ. Paul’s great heart’s desire was 
that he might know the Lord Jesus Christ. And 
this is my heart’s desire and the heart’s desire 
of all those redeemed by the blood of Christ, 
‘That I may know him’. 
	 Everything I know of Christ, everything I have 
experienced of God’s saving grace, everything 
I know about the gospel continually compels 
me, by the power and grace of God the Holy 
Spirit, to seek these three goals, three goals for 
which I labour: total commitment to Christ, total 
communion with Christ, and total conformity to 
Christ. I want to bring honour and glory to my 
God and Saviour. I want to surrender everything 
to Him. Begone all self-ambition! Begone all 
self-motivation! Begone all self-desire! Begone 
all self-seeking! Let me live for Christ alone! 
My heart longs to know Christ’s presence, 
fellowship, and direction at all times. The very 
thought of pure, uninterrupted, free communion 
with Christ at all times fills my heart with bliss. 
I want to be like my Redeemer in thought, 
in word, and in deed. Like Him; full of love, 
kindness, and tenderness. Like Him; thoughtful, 
generous, considerate. Like Him, without sin.
	 We want to live above this world, above its 
cares, above this place of death and decay. ‘If 

ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the 
right hand of God. Set your affection on things 
above, not on things on the earth. For ye are 
dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God’ 
(Colossians 3:1-3). We want to be like Christ 
in heart, in spirit, in attitude, and in conduct. 
My heart is greatly concerned and burdened 
about many things as they relate to the glory of 
God, the gospel of God, the will of God, and the 
people of God. But all the great burdens of my 
heart can be briefly summarized and expressed 
in these five words, ‘That I may know him’. This 
is the reward I am seeking. This is the reward 
which all true believers seek.
	 We want to know the riches of our Saviour’s 
grace; His eternal grace, His redeeming grace, 
His pardoning grace, His regenerating grace, 
His preserving grace, and His providential 
grace (Ephesians 1:3). We want to know the 
love of Christ that passes knowledge. ‘That 
Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that 
ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be 
able to comprehend with all saints what is the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 
and to know the love of Christ, which passeth 
knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the 
fulness of God’ (Ephesians 3:17-19).
	 ‘That I may know him, and the power of his 
resurrection.’ The resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
was a marvellous display of divine power. Our 
Lord said, concerning His life, ‘I have power 
to lay it down, and I have power to take it 
again’. He was Master over death, even when 
it appeared that death had mastered Him. He 
entered the grave as a captive, but He arose 
from the tomb as Conqueror. His resurrection 
tells us that Christ’s work of redemption was 
finished. His resurrection was God’s public 
declaration that our sins had been put away 
by the sacrifice of His darling Son and that we 
are justified (Romans 4:25; Hebrews 9:26). 
The penalty of sin was fully paid (Hebrews 
9:12). When He arose from the dead, we arose 
in Him representatively. The new birth is a 
resurrection from spiritual death to spiritual life 
in Christ (1 Peter 1:3). It is accomplished in us 
by that same power that raised Christ from the 
dead (Ephesians 1:19, 20). The power of His 
resurrection guarantees that we, too, will be 
raised in the last day (1 Corinthians 15:47-49).
	 Paul is also referring here to the spiritual 
influence of Christ’s resurrection in our hearts. 
We want to know Christ who is the resurrection. 
We want to walk in this world, just as our Lord 
did, as resurrected men and women, in newness 
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of life. ‘Therefore we are buried with him by 
baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised 
up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in newness of life. For if 
we have been planted together in the likeness 
of his death, we shall be also in the likeness 
of his resurrection’ (Romans 6:4, 5). ‘Likewise 
reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed 
unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord’ (Romans 6:11). I want to know 
the power of Christ’s resurrection, exaltation, 
and sovereign rule that I may trust His wise, 
unerring providence in all things (Romans 8:28).
	 ‘That I may know him … and the fellowship 
of his sufferings.’ No man can enter into the 
agony that the Son of God endured upon the 
cursed tree when He was made sin for us. He 
died so that we might never know the torments 
He endured! But we want to know all we can of 
what Christ suffered for us in order to redeem 
us. We want to know what our Saviour suffered 
in the Garden of Gethsemane and what He 
suffered on the cross. We want to know His 
bodily anguish, His mental anguish, and His 
soul’s agony for us. We want to share the 
reproach He endured for us. We want to know 
the benefits of Christ’s sufferings for us; our 
justification, reconciliation, pardon, peace, and 
eternal salvation. I pray that God will give me 
grace to willingly bear the reproach of Christ 
in this world as He willingly bore my reproach 
before God, and that He will keep me from 
doing anything to shelter myself from suffering 
reproach for His name’s sake.
	 ‘Being made conformable unto his death; 
If by any means I might attain unto the 
resurrection of the dead.’ With the Apostle Paul, 
we, too, want to be transformed into the likeness 
of Christ and conformed to His death; in total 
surrender, in total self-denial, in total sacrifice, 
in total commitment. We want to have such a 
true and intimate knowledge of Christ that we 
may be like Him in all things. As we have been 
crucified with Christ, let us die with Him daily. 
Let us die to self, to sin, and to this world, having 
the affections and lusts of the flesh crucified and 
the deeds of the body mortified. As he willingly 
laid down His life for us, let us willingly lay down 
our life for Him (Acts 20:24). 

	 We do not desire conformity to religious 
tradition. We do not seek conformity to human 
opinion. We do not seek conformity to the law 
of Moses, written upon tables of stone. We seek 
conformity to Christ in His death. Let us seek 
conformity to Christ in His death such that our 
meat and drink is to do His will, to count His 
cause our cause, and to be willing to do or suffer 
anything for His name’s sake. 

A race that must be run
Paul was a saved man. He rejoiced in Christ 
Jesus and had no confidence in the flesh. He 
knew he was redeemed, justified, forgiven of 
all sin, and complete in Christ. Yet, Paul was 
a man in a state of conscious imperfection. He 
says, ‘Not as though I had already attained, 
either were already perfect’. This man knew his 
sin, and he despised it. He knew the weakness 
and imperfections of the flesh. It caused him 
to cry from the depths of his soul, ‘O wretched 
man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death?’ Paul’s awareness of his sin 
made him struggle hard against it. With the full 
awareness of his sin, indeed, because of that 
awareness, he was constantly pressing forward. 
‘But I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for 
which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.’ 
	 We do not use this word ‘apprehend’ very 
often. In fact, I can only think of one common 
usage of it. When we speak of a policeman 
arresting a criminal, we say, ‘The fugitive has 
been apprehended’. He has been seized, 
grabbed, laid hold of, arrested. That is exactly 
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Paul’s meaning. Paul had been apprehended by 
God’s almighty grace on the Damascus Road. 
Grace grabbed him! That is how God saves 
sinners. Paul always felt the grasp that Christ 
had upon him. He never got away from it. It was 
a life-long grasp. With Paul, this arrest by Christ 
was the force and motive by which his life was 
directed, and governed for the rest of his days. 
	 Like Paul, we who believe were apprehended 
by Christ. We were running from the Lord. We 
were like lost sheep, within the reach of the 
wolf, when the Lord Jesus stepped in and laid 
hold on us. Almighty grace laid hold on us, and 
we could not escape the hand of mercy. We 
surrendered ourselves as captives under the 
dominion of Christ.
	 As the Apostle Paul drew near the end of 
his pilgrimage, even as he was finishing his 
course, he said, ‘Brethren, I count not myself 
to have apprehended: but this one thing I do’. 
Paul was single-minded, governed by ‘one 
thing’. Being governed by just ‘one thing’, he 
pressed on toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus. What was 
that ‘one thing’ always in the forefront of Paul’s 
mind, the ‘one thing’ which kept him motivated 
and inspired, the ‘one thing’ he just had to have? 
It was the perfection of resurrection glory, the 
consummation of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus. Blessed are those people who 
are occupied with ‘one thing’, if that one thing 
is Christ.
	 ‘Forgetting those things which are behind, 
and reaching forth unto those things which are 
before, I press toward the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.’ The 
Apostle Paul once wrote of himself as ‘the 
least of the apostles’, one not worthy to be 
called an apostle, because he persecuted the 
church of God (1 Corinthians 15:9). He spoke of 

himself later as ‘less than the least of all saints’ 
(Ephesians 3:8). And when he was an old man, 
ready to leave this world, he said he was the 
chief of sinners (1 Timothy 1:15). Thirty years 
later, he was still astonished that Christ had 
poured out His life’s blood unto death to redeem 
him. Paul never forgot what he was and where 
he was when God sought him out and saved 
him by His grace. He never let himself forget 
that he had proudly blasphemed Christ and 
persecuted the church; but that all was behind 
him, covered by the blood of the Redeemer. 
He was never governed by his past. He did not 
erase his past from his memory, but his past 
did not rule over him with gloom, or hamper his 
present usefulness.
	 We must not trust in any measure those 
things which we have experienced. We place no 
confidence in the flesh. ‘Forgetting those things 
which are behind.’ Forgetting past works, past 
usefulness, past triumphs, past stedfastness, 
past weaknesses, and past failures. We 
rather strive for those things set before us; 
the promises of the gospel, the blessings of 
grace, the knowledge of Christ. Let us ever be 
found pressing on, never looking back, never 
stepping aside, never quitting, always pressing 
on ‘toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus’ (v. 14).
	 Children of God, the past is the past! That 
is how God views it, and it is how God would 
have us view it! Do not dwell on it, and do not 
act as if your transgressions are greater than 
God’s grace!
	 May God the Holy Spirit constantly bring 
to our memories His marvellous, amazing 
grace in delivering our souls from bondage, 
and thereby melt our hearts before the throne 
of grace. Nothing will stir up our hearts and 
minds so effectively, nothing can motivate and 
govern our lives better than the remembrance of 
redemption and grace in and by the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
	 ‘Reaching forth unto those things which 
are before.’ The life of faith is aptly compared 
to runners in a race. Here Paul is inspiring us, 
exhorting us, and alluring us to run with him 
in the race of faith. The race that is set before 
us requires diligence, perseverance, and 
commitment (Hebrews 12:1-4, 12-17). 
	 Paul knew the Saviour, probably more fully 
and clearly than any man who ever lived upon 
the earth. He knew he had a saving interest 
in Christ. Yet, he knew his knowledge was 
only partial, imperfect knowledge, therefore, 
he desired to know Christ more fully, more 
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intimately, more completely. He wanted to know 
all he could of Christ. His soul could never be 
satisfied with anything less than the perfect 
knowledge of his beloved Redeemer. On the 
earth, such perfect knowledge is unattainable. 
But Paul pressed toward the mark of perfect 
knowledge. He sought it with all his heart. Paul 
seems to have almost forgotten every other 
concern and addicted himself to this one object, 
‘I press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.’ 
	 Let us press toward the mark that we might 
know Christ. To know His love, His sufferings, 
His power, and to know Christ Himself. Let 
us press toward the mark that we might be 
conformed to Christ. Let us be conformed to His 
will, His example, and His image. This must be 
the all-consuming ambition of our heart, ‘That I 
may win Christ and be found in him’.
	 This is my goal. I want to finish my course 
with joy, that I may win the supreme, heavenly 
prize, ‘that I may win Christ’. ‘As for me, I will 
behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be 
satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness’ 
(Psalm 17:15). ‘Beloved, now are we the sons 
of God, and it doeth not yet appear what we 
shall be: but we know that, when he shall 
appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see 
him as he is. And every man that hath this hope 
in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure’ (1 
John 3:2, 3). Pressing toward that mark, when 
my life’s journey is over, when my race is run, 
I shall have, by the grace of God, that which 
I seek after; total commitment to Christ, total 
communion with Christ, and total conformity 
to Christ. Oh, what a blessed hope we have in 
Christ!

A rule that must be followed
If we would run this race and win this prize, there 
is a rule that must be followed. We must live 
by faith in Christ. We must walk in those paths 
of gospel truth which God has revealed to us. 
We must run the race, ‘Looking unto Jesus, the 
Author and Finisher of our faith’ (Hebrews 12:2).
 	 ‘Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be 
thus minded’ (v.15). All who are taught of God 
have this attitude and hold these convictions. 
They denounce their own righteousness and 
seek the righteousness of Christ. They want 
Christ above all things. They seek Christ above 
all things. The more we know of Christ, the more 
loathsome and abhorrent we become in our own 
eyes (Job 40:3-5; 42:5, 6; Isaiah 6:15; Psalm 
51:1-5), and the more we see the all-sufficiency 
of Christ. The more we know of Him, the more 

we realise how much we need the blood of 
Christ to cleanse us, the righteousness of Christ 
to clothe us, the strength of Christ to support 
us, the advocacy of Christ to plead for us, and 
the grace of Christ to preserve us.
	 ‘Let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the 
same thing.’ As we anticipate the days that may 
yet be appointed for us, let us be found walking 
with God, walking in the steps of faith, trusting 
Christ. Whatever degree of the knowledge of 
Christ and whatever light we have in gospel 
truth, we are responsible to walk in it. As we 
walk in the light God gives us, He will give us 
more light. 
	 By these things, we may examine ourselves 
and see whether or not we are in the faith. Do 
I count all things loss for Christ? Do I desire 
above all things to know Christ and be like 
Christ? Do I strive after this knowledge of and 
likeness to Christ? Am I looking to Christ for all 
things, resting my soul upon Him? Hymnwriter 
Robert Robinson said,

Here I raise mine Ebenezer,
Hither by Thy help I’ve come;
And I hope by Thy good pleasure
Safely to arrive at home.

The race finished
The reward of faith is Christ Himself. All who 
finish the race shall receive a full, complete 
reward. None shall be disappointed. ‘Thou wilt 
show me the path of life: in thy presence is 
fulness of joy; and at thy right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore’ (Psalm 16:11). ‘As for 
me, I will behold Thy face in righteousness: 
I shall be satisfied, when I awake with thy 
likeness’ (Psalm 17:15).
	 Fix your eyes upon Christ and press on 
toward the goal. Set your heart on Him. Do you 
want Him more than anything? Are you hungry 
for Him? Does your heart beat for Him? Then 
lay aside everything that would hinder you and 
run, run, run, that you may win Christ and be 
found in Him! There is but one thing in the world 
really worth pursuing, and that one thing is the 
knowledge of Christ!
	 Lift up the hands that hang down, strengthen 
the feeble knees, press onward, press forward. 
Let us run with patience the race that is set 
before us, and when the race is over, we shall 
have the prize which we have sought for so long. 
We shall obtain total commitment to Christ. We 
shall obtain total communion with Christ. We 
shall obtain total conformity to Christ.

DON FORTNER
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I’ve found the Pearl of greatest price,
My heart doth sing for joy;
And sing I must, a Christ I have,
O what a Christ have I.

Christ is a Prophet, Priest, and King;
A Prophet full of light,
A Priest that stands twixt God and man,
A King that rules with might.

My Christ, He is the Lord of lords,
He is the King of kings;
He is the Sun of righteousness, 
With healing in His wings.

My Christ, He is the Tree of Life,
Who in God’s garden grows,
Whose fruit does feed, whose leaves do heal;
My Christ is Sharon’s Rose.

Christ is my meat, Christ is my drink,
My medicine and my health,
My peace, my strength, my joy, my crown,
My glory and my wealth.

Christ is my Father, and my Friend,
My Brother, and my Love,
My Head, my Hope, my Counsellor,
My Advocate above.

My Christ He is the Heaven of heavens,
My Christ what shall I call!
My Christ is first, my Christ is last,
My Christ is all in all.

THE PEARL OF GREATEST PRICE
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A Midnight Visit 
From Jesus

ROBERT HAWKER

Robert Hawker
(1753–1827)

It was midnight! The clock from a neighbouring 
church struck twelve. How often, at this hour, 
have I lain awake to count, one by one, 

the numbers from the deep-toned iron note 
of St. Paul’s bell? It has struck me, and not 
infrequently, that the measurement of time 
does not relate to the living only, but the dead, 
too, shall have their hours counted out to them. 
The living, indeed, at the midnight hour are, 
for the most part, supposed to be at rest, and 
unconscious of the lapse of time; and though 
the dead, under the dome of that building, hear 
not the sound, yet the measurement to them, 
and to all, is the same. Every hour, yea, every 
moment, becomes an answer to that earnest 
question of the dead sleeping in Jesus, whose 
souls are said to be under the altar in heaven. 
How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou 
not judge and avenge our blood on them that 
dwell on the earth? (Revelation 6:9, 10). And 
no less to the hopeless dead, the passing hour 
proclaims, that so much of time is past; and by 
so much, that tremendous day is coming on, 
when the oath the angel once swore shall take 
place, and be fulfilled; when, with uplifted hand 
to heaven, he was seen standing upon the sea, 
and upon the earth, and swore, that there shall 
be time no longer (Revelation 10:6).
	 What a train of the most solemn thoughts, 
the vast idea awakens in the mind! How 
inconceivably great the difference between the 
blessed dead which die in the Lord and those 
whom the apostle calls, twice dead and plucked 
up by the roots; and on whom the second 
death hath full power! (Revelation 14:13, 1 
Thessalonians 4:15, Jude 7: Revelation 20:6).
	 Who shall count the number which every 
midnight hour marks down, in the world’s bill of 
mortality, both of the happy and of the hopeless 
dead? Who shall marshal the troops, which, 
from the peninsula of time, are momently going 
off and entering upon the eternal continent? 
What voice, in equal note, shall describe the first 
shout of joy in the redeemed; or the first shriek 
of horror in the unregenerate, on the discovery 
of their everlasting and unalterable state; when, 
in the moment of death, they find themselves 

in the other world, before the forsaken body is 
cold in this?
	 The midnight hour is a blessed hour to the 
Lord’s people, when made so by the Lord’s 
presence, and they are conscious of it. Sweet 
is that voice, heard by the ear of faith, and 
answered in holy joy; Behold, the bridegroom 
cometh!
	 Go ye out to meet Him! It is blessed, yea, 
very blessed, to meet Christ in ordinances, in 
providences, in the public haunts of His temple, 
in the private seasons of retirement. To meet 
Him daily, hourly, in all the walks of life. To meet 
Him, also, in the midnight watches, in the visits 
of His grace. Yea, to meet Him in the hour of 
death. All meetings of the Lord become blessed 
to the regenerated children of God, made one 
with Jesus, by the quickening, soul-renewing 
influences of the Holy Ghost. Who, but Jesus, 
would the redeemed desire first to meet when 
entering into the world of spirits, and hastening 
to join the kindred multitude, before the throne 
of God and the Lamb? Surely Jesus will be the 
first to meet and bless His own, when, from the 
confines of time, they step into eternity!
	 The midnight hour is truly a blessed hour, 
if it were only for the occupation of thoughts 
like these. I love, for my own part, to give 
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indulgence to them. Methinks there is somewhat 
very refreshing to the spirit, when meditating 
on eternal things. We appear to be walking 
as on the borders of the invisible world. We 
converse, by faith, with the glorious object with 
whom we are very shortly to dwell. When, in 
such moments, the soul is raised up by the Holy 
Ghost to the lively apprehension of the presence 
of Jesus, and goes forth in acts of faith and love 
and desire upon His person, there is somewhat 
every child of God, when renewed in the spirit 
of his mind, and conscious of his union with 
Christ, cannot but feel. The blessedness of such 
interviews surpass every other enjoyment this 
side heaven.
	 At such seasons the body, though sleepless, 
is not suffered to interrupt the soul’s communion. 
Earthly concerns for a while cease their clamour. 
Jesus is calling forth the soul, in the sweet 
exercise of faith, love and joy, upon the person 
of her Lord, that the highly favoured object of 
His grace may receive His self-invited visit. 
When this is the case no hour can be more 
suited than the midnight hour for the enjoyment 
of such a guest. There is nothing from within, 
or from without, to break in and interrupt the 
blissful meeting. The world, as far as relates to 
a man’s own heart, is gone to rest. The servant 
(as the man of Uz remarked upon another 
occasion, Job 3:19.) is as free as his master. 
When, therefore, the Holy Ghost calls up the 
soul to the conscious apprehension of the visit 
of Jesus; everything is in correspondence to 
make it blessed. Jesus brings all the provisions 
with Him for the banquet. He Himself, indeed, 
is the whole substance of the feast. He spreads 

the table. He becomes the spiritual repast. We 
truly feed upon His righteousness with joy and 
peace in the Holy Ghost. We sup with Him and 
He with us.
	 Will it be said that such seasons are solemn? 
No doubt they are, yea, very solemn; but sweet 
withal. What seasons are not solemn in which 
Jesus and His redeemed commune together? 
Even in the Lord’s tenderest mercies there 
must be an holy solemnity, mingled with our 
joy. While Jesus looks on His redeemed with 
the smiles of His love, and His people are 
conscious of it, surely, the soul will be more 
melted under the sense of undeservings. And 
the lower Jesus comes down to the infirmities 
of His people, the lower will they all lay in the 
dust before God. What a lovely example of 
this kind hath the Holy Ghost recorded in the 
instance of Ezra. At a time when Israel had 
been multiplying transgressions, the Lord was 
multiplying mercies. The sense of the Lord’s 
goodness coming in a season so striking, 
overwhelmed the feelings of Ezra and brake 
his very heart. The man of God, in token of 
what passed within him, rent his mantle, fell 
on his knees and spread out his hands to the 
Lord, crying; O my God! I am ashamed, and 
blush to lift up my face to thee my God, for our 
iniquities are increased over our head, and our 
trespass is grown up unto the heavens! (Ezra 
9:5-9). Shame and blushing of face are sweet 
tokens of the Lord’s grace in the heart; while 
the soul is humbled under the deepest sense of 
unworthiness. And such, more or less, will be in 
every instance to the Lord’s people, when to the 
abounding of sin there is discoverable grace yet 
more abounding (Romans 5:21). Nevertheless, 
such seasons are blessed, yea, very blessed. 
The heart, though humbled, is made glad. The 
child of God, though laying low in the dust 
before God, conscious of self-worthlessness, 
feels increasing strength in that grace which is 
in Christ Jesus!
	 It should be remarked further, that those 
visits of Jesus, whether at midnight, or midday, 
are blessedly preparing the redeemed for 
Jesus’ last visit, when He will come according 
to His promise, to take them home to Himself, 
that where He is, there they shall be also 
(John 14:3). By means of them, our spirits are 
familiarised to the presence of the Lord: and 
after many repeated visits, the final one we 
look forward to, as a thing of course. Surely, 
the Lord’s manifestations of Himself, through 
the whole pilgrimage of life from the first dawn 
of grace until grace comes to be consummated 
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in glory, are not only preparatory to this great 
event, but as so many strengthening means, 
to this greatest of all interviews with Jesus. 
All ordinances, providences, exercises, are 
directed to the accomplishment of this purpose. 
In them Jesus converseth with the souls of His 
redeemed and they with Him. The oftener they 
are repeated, the more intimate and familiar 
they become, so as to take off all shyness, and 
make the Lord Jesus the nearest, dearest and 
most intimate of all friends and acquaintances.
	 It was thus of old. The saints, under the Old 
Testament dispensation walked with God in 
the believing views they had of the person of 
Christ. In their firm dependence upon the work 
and offices of Christ they had their conversation 
with Him in this world before their translation 
to the other. The Holy Ghost hath recorded 
the triumphs of their faith, that before their 
translation, they had this testimony, that they 
pleased God (Hebrews 11:5). Agreeable to this, 
we read concerning them, that when going out 
of time into eternity, they sung their love-songs 
to the praise of divine faithfulness. They waited 
the Lord’s coming in the full assurance of faith. 
As the hour approached they recounted to 
themselves and to those around them, the many 
precious seasons of their past communion with 
the Lord, as so many pledges and earnests of 
what they were looking to receive when the Lord 
should come to take them home. Hence, Jacob, 
when a-dying, sat up on the bed and related to 
his sons of the Lord’s first appearance to him 
at Luz, and how the Lord had fed him all his life 
long; of the angel that redeemed him from all 
evil (Genesis 48:2-16). Moses, in his last hours 
dwelt with rapture on the Lord’s first revelation 
to him at the bush so that the children of Isaac 
might learn in his testimony what consolations 
a living hour opened to a dying hour, from the 
assured testimonies of God, (Deuteronomy 
33:16). To the same amount Joshua’s last 
moments were dedicated, when going as he 
said he was, the way of all the earth, that the 
people might learn in his history that not one 
thing had failed of all the great things the Lord 
had promised concerning His people (Joshua 
23:14).
	 Are not the same assurances in the 
interest of the saints under the New Testament 
dispensation? Doth not the Lord Jesus, from 
the first manifestations of grace, through all the 
after stages of His love to His people, intend 
the establishment of their minds in the same 
faith once delivered to the saints? Doth not the 
Lord, as much in the present time as in the days 

of old, visit His redeemed and make Himself 
known to them in ordinances, by promises, 
with providences so as to make manifest His 
affection to them, and call forth their affection 
to Him. Does He not in every way and by every 
means make sure that glorious charter: I will 
say, it is my people: and they shall say, the 
Lord is my God? (Zechariah 13:9). Will it not 
undeniably follow that all these love visits of 
our Lord, while sweetening life by the way, are 
intended to soften death in the end; yea, to 
induce an holy longing for, and as the Apostle 
calls it, hastening to the coming of the day of 
God? (2 Peter 3:12). Surely, the last visit will be 
the best visit. The believing soul having been 
gathering up, from time to time, the numberless 
sweet testimonies of divine love, will finally 
bring the whole into one view and when the 
Lord at length comes, in confidence like the 
dying Patriarch, the soul goes forth to meet him, 
crying out in words like his: I have waited for thy 
salvation, O Lord (Genesis 49:18).
	 I blush to think with what vehement longings 
of soul those holy men of old who lived and 
talked and died, as they had lived so triumphant, 
manifested the stedfastness of their faith. Who 
can read the account given of them in scripture 
but must take shame in the comparison with 
ourselves, when we behold them at the call of 
God, leaving friends, and home, and all that 
was dear to them in nature and going forth in 
faith, not knowing whither they went? I blush, 
if possible still more, to behold with what 
confidence men of no religion have braved 
the dangers of the deep sea, and, trusting in 
the properties of a mere stone for guidance, 
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venture out of sight of land, in quest of unknown 
countries, the very existence of which, in many 
instances, they are unconscious, or if existing, 
when discovered can yield them nothing of 
permanent good. I blush, I say, at the relation of 
such things, while I behold many of God’s dear 
children, in whose hearts a saving change by 
grace hath been wrought, yet shrinking at the 
prospect of death, though assured, both by the 
word and oath, of a faithful, covenant God in 
Christ, that the departure must be blessed.
	 From whence this effect but from the 
weakness of faith arising from the want of 
personal acquaintance and communion with the 
Lord? If the love calls of Jesus be not regarded, 
His visits not watched for, and if there be no 
goings forth of the soul upon the person, blood, 
and righteousness of the Lord Jesus; is it to be 
wondered at that when our correspondence 
be so slender, our confidence in Him should 

be slender also? Though habits of grace be 
formed in the soul, yet if there be no exercise 
of grace in personal communion with the Lord 
from day to day; what enjoyment can there be 
in believing?
	 Will the reader suffer me to ask, what 
correspondence there is in his view with this 
statement? It is to be apprehended, by what 
appears in the world, that there is great leanness 
of soul in the midst of plentiful ordinances in the 
present day of the church. The apprehension 
of faith, is, for the most part, considered the 
whole of faith and here men rest. What follows, 
in what is called a life of exercise, passing 
between hope and fear, is not only made the 
whole substance of godliness, but all beyond 
it, is concluded to be wrong. This is not being 
established in grace. It is truly astonishing how 
any who profess to be taught of God the Holy 
Ghost can rest satisfied in such attainments.
	 The church at Ephesus was sound in the 
faith, and could, and did, oppose the heresies of 
the day. So the Lord Jesus bore them testimony. 
Yet the Lord charged them with having left their 
first love (Revelation 2:1-4). Love they still had, 
for they were truly called, as their history shows, 
but coldness had crept in. Self, and not the Lord 
Jesus, formed the standard of their desires.
	 Such is it but too common with the church 
in the present day. Men calculate their state by 
their experiences. They think more of what their 
views are than of what Christ is. Effects are 
made causes. The fruit of faith is made more 
than the great object of faith.
	 Precious Lord Jesus, be it my portion to live 
wholly upon Thee. May I have grace to make 
Thee, in my esteem, what the scriptures of 
God teach me Thou art in Jehovah’s esteem. 
And since I plainly see, that Thou art enough to 
fill and satisfy God’s vast thoughts, and God’s 
vast love, let me have grace that I may mingle 
nothing with my views of Jesus to satisfy and 
fill mine also. Let Thy midnight, and midday 
visits, yea, seven times a day, and seventy times 
seven, keep my soul constantly alive to wait Thy 
coming. Oh for communion with my Lord, and 
such rich personal knowledge and enjoyment 
of my Lord, as shall cause me to live down all 
comfort from creature attainments by living up 
to the sweet enjoyment of union with Jesus, 
and dependence upon Jesus. Shortly my Lord 
will take me home to Himself. The midnight of 
death will be followed with the opening of that 
everlasting morning of eternal life, where the 
full manifestation of my Lord will arise upon my 
soul to continue forever.

A MIDNIGHT VISIT FROM JESUS
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Faith And Works

The little epistle of James is a mine 
of precious gems in our Bible. It is 
full of clear, powerful statements and 

admonitions to direct believers in their daily lives 
and their interactions with this evil world. James 
employs many instantly memorable statements 
and expressions to guide his readers. He 
employs examples that are enduringly suitable 
for the church in every age. 

A treasure trove
Our Bibles would be poorer were it not for 
phrases such as the steeling, ‘Blessed is the 
man that endureth temptation’, the omni-
gracious, ‘Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above’, the enduring, ‘let every man be 
swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath’ and 
the doctrinally sweet advice to look into and 
continue in, ‘the perfect law of liberty’, and this 
is only chapter one!

Practical wisdom
At the beginning of chapter two James has 
been warning his brothers and sisters in Christ 
against exercising partiality in their gatherings. 
The reign of Christ in a believer’s heart converts 
the soul. It also transforms the conduct and 
influences the motives by which the believer 
lives. A converted man longs to live for Christ 
and to glorify God. James is speaking to men 
and women who by grace are free from the 
condemning law of sin and death. They desire 
to follow and emulate their Saviour according 
to the perfect law of liberty. 

‘Follow thou me’
All who bear Christ’s yoke seek to follow their 
Saviour. It is not merely that they should, they 
do. The new creation with its new desires 
endeavours to find occasion to serve the Lord 
out of love for Him and out of gratitude for 

salvation. Those who have faith in Christ look 
for opportunities to honour the Lord in practical 
ways and here James teaches the church 
about the proper relationship between faith and 
works. True faith is living faith and living faith is 
exercised following the pattern of life left to us 
by the Lord Jesus Christ.

James and Paul
James’ language is clear and precise. This 
apostle does not in any way contradict or even 
challenge Paul’s teaching on the unique role 
of faith in the method of a believer’s salvation. 
When Paul says, ‘For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should 
boast’ (Ephesians 2:8, 9). He is emphasising 
the free, gracious justification of a sinner before 
God. When James says, ‘Even so faith, if it hath 
not works, is dead, being alone’, he is speaking 
of the evidence of transforming grace in the 
believer’s life.

Faith and works
If a man is to be justified before God, if a man 
is to be made right with God, then justifying 
righteousness must be imputed to him by God. 
It is impossible for a man to make himself 
righteous in God’s sight by his own works. Every 
saved sinner is saved by God’s free grace. We 
are not saved ‘by works of righteousness which 
we have done’ (Titus 3:5) but by mercy, by the 
grace of God and the substitutionary death of 
Christ on the cross. Thereafter, knowledge of 
free justification with God and full acceptance 
in Christ is enjoyed and experienced by faith 
alone. 

Faith is God’s gift
Faith is the enabling gift of God by which individual 
sinners are first called, then empowered to 
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see, understand and believe what has been 
effectually accomplished for them by Christ and 
in them by the Holy Spirit. Faith first convinces 
the new creature of his interest in Christ’s death. 
It communicates and conveys God’s spiritual 
blessings of love and mercy to the believer’s 
soul and personal experience. Then, the same 
gift of faith provokes a reaction and a response. 
Faith reacts to God with gratitude and worship. It 
responds to men by revealing a transformation 
of conduct and acts of love and kindness.

James’ message
James does not deny the uniqueness of faith for 
knowing and receiving Christ. He is explaining 
the attendant outworking of faith in serving 
Christ’s body. Joseph was called ‘a fruitful 
bough’ and Christ, the Vine, makes His church 
fruitful in good works and Christian service, 
one to another and to the world. Faith without 
works, particularly without works of mercy, is of 
no profit and advantage. For faith to profit the 
believer and advantage those around us it must 
be exercised. 

A striking example
The apostle gives the striking example of a 
naked, hungry brother or sister being sent 
away empty with a mere shallow blessing. 
Every believer shares the commonwealth of 
spiritual good secured by Christ and freely given 
by God. It would be shameful indeed, for one 
who has received liberally from God’s spiritual 
store thereafter to deny practical assistance 
to a needy brother. There is no profit in such 
conduct. It is clearly inappropriate for one who 
received God’s spiritual riches when himself 
spiritually naked and hungry to withhold material 
help from a poor, needy brother or sister. 

‘How should we then live?’
Once again we see the beauty of James’ 
practical emphasis coming to the fore. The 
apostle is teaching believers how we should 
live. It is certainly true that men and women 
of the world can and do many ‘good works’ 
and demonstrate charitable motives for their 
fellow creatures upon humanistic grounds. 
Such works of charity and kindness are to 
be encouraged and supported. James is not 
discussing the motives of unbelievers. He is, 
however, exposing the hypocrisy of an empty 
profession and a careless faith. True good works 
are works of faith, done for the glory of God, in 
love for the brethren and generally to care for 
those in need. 

Faith and Works
James 2.17

1 
When filthy passions or unjust 

Professors’ minds control; 
When men give up the reins to lust, 

And interest sways the whole;

2 
Or when they seek themselves to please, 

Decline each thorny road, 
Indulge their sloth, consult their ease, 

And slight the fear of God;

3 
The faith is vain such men profess; 

It comes not from above; 
The righteous man does righteousness, 

And true faith works by love.

4 
Men’s actions with their minds will suit; 

By them the heart is viewed; 
A tree that bears corrupted fruit, 

Cannot be callèd good.

5 
The Christian seeks his brother’s good, 

Sometimes beyond his own; 
Or, if self-interest will intrude, 

It does not reign alone.

6 
Help us, dear Lord, to honour thee; 

Let our good works abound; 
Thou art that green, that fruitful tree; 

From thee our fruit is found.

Joseph Hart
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To understand God’s activity in establishing 
a People for Himself, we must study 
Christ’s work in revealing a universal, 

practical knowledge appertaining to salvation 
which fills the earth historically, geographically 
and spiritually. Whether we are thinking 
theologically, ecclesiastically or educationally, 
we find the knowledge we need leading to 
redemption in our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. When Isaiah says that ‘the earth shall 
be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea1’, and Habakkuk echoes 
this (2:14) these prophets are speaking of the 
worldwide spread of the gospel and the way 
God reveals Himself to His chosen flock.
	 It is the gospel that reveals God’s knowledge 
to us and causes us to know God. Furthermore, 
Paul sees the knowledge we have been given 
of God as the link between the first physical 
creation of the earth and the second spiritual 
creation of the rebirth, telling us in 2 Corinthians 
4:6, ‘For God, who commanded the light to shine 
out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of the Lord Jesus Christ’. The 
purpose of the first birth was for God to choose 
out those who are made knowledgeable of 
their salvation through Jesus Christ. To know 
God is thus to have that knowledge to which 
all knowledge points. This is the awareness of 
God and His purpose in creation in choosing 
out a people for Himself. ‘Knowledge’ is not that 
which is knowledgeably gained by man but that 
which is given Him through knowing God that he 
might serve Him righteously. Such knowledge 
is a gift of God’s grace alone.
	 Those who misunderstand what I am saying 
here, will cry, ‘George, you are a gnostic’. This 
would show a wrong understanding of the 
situation. A gnostic feels he can climb up to God 

1 Isaiah 11:9.

via his own knowledge, his inherent duty-faith 
gained through accepting the teaching of a 
‘well-meant’ gnostic, Fullerite, Arminian, free-
willer or any other perverter of true knowledge 
and denier of God’s sovereign revelation. A 
Christian believes that the only knowledge worth 
knowing is that freely imparted to Him by God. 
This can only occur when God reveals Himself 
to those whom he has chosen to receive that 
knowledge. Proverbs tell us that the fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of knowledge and fools 
despise wisdom and instruction.2 Indeed, they 
hate the only true knowledge which comes 
through knowing the Lord and following His 
counsel.3

	 One pioneering student of the doctrine 
of the knowledge of God was the Scotsman 
John Durie (c. 1599-c.1680). His age had the 
advantage over ours of having theological-
minded scientists who sought to synthesise 
all knowledge rather than simply catalogue 
different aspects of knowledge into separate 
branches, as if the one had no connection 
with the other. If one reads The Hartlib Papers 
gathered by Samuel Hartlib and John Durie one 
comes across many such men and women.4 
We Reformed evangelicals have been wrongly 
brought up to believe the so-called ‘doctrines 
of grace’ whereas ‘grace’ is not split up into 
doctrines. We have one all-inclusive, grace-
revealing doctrine of salvation, given us 
through knowing God. Indeed, many modern 
Christian leaders continually lag behind true 
scientific knowledge. In their educational 
activities, whether secular or Christian, they 
isolate Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics, 

2 Proverbs 1:7.
3 Proverbs 1:29 and context.
4 Now under the supervision of Prof. Howard Hotson, 
St. Anne’s College, Oxford. The papers were formerly 
available on two CDs from Sheffield University but seem 
to be added now to the Public Domain.

To Know God 
Is Eternal Life
To Know God 
Is Eternal Life
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Astronomy, Medicine, History and the Arts from 
one another just as they isolate forgiveness 
of sin, justification, adoption, righteousness, 
sanctification and atonement. They create 
separate disciplines of these broken-off 
pieces of knowledge and overlook the fact 
that, separated from the essentials which bind 
them, they can never be appealed to as true 
knowledge and a means of discovering the 
Knowledge of the Lord and all His works. This 
knowledge is essential to understanding one’s 
own place in the world and God’s electing 
purposes as the Only-Wise-God who is the sum 
of all knowledge.
	 So, most scientists, theologians and church 
leaders today are inferior to true scientists in 
their knowledge-engineering as the Knowledge 
of God through Jesus Christ is the only way to 
true knowledge. To know God includes knowing 
oneself and everything else worth knowing 
which the Lord has provided for our salvation. 
Christ tells us that the mysteries of the Kingdom 
of Heaven are known to His flock, but to no 
others. 1 John 5:20: tells us that only God’s 
flock can say:

	 And we know that the Son of 
God is come, and hath given us an 
understanding, that we may know him 
that is true, and we are in him that is true, 
even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the 
true God and eternal life.5

	 This means that there is no such thing as 
bad knowledge as all knowledge is good in 
the hands of those given the ability to use it 
in God’s service. A misuse of God’s revealed 
knowledge is sin indeed. It crowns ignorance 
and thus strives to dethrone God.
	 This is one reason why many 16th and 17th 
century theologians, scientists and educators 
such as Sir Francis Bacon (1561-1626) 
distanced themselves from those theologians 
who relied on Systematic Theologies to describe 
God’s actions in eternity and time. They rejected 
the idea of splitting up the doctrine of salvation 
into exclusive compartments. These cannot be 
understood unless they are kept synthesised 
in one whole. This is one complaint a true 
seeker of knowledge has against the many so-
called Christian Creeds or Articles which deal 
with election, forgiveness of sins, atonement, 
sanctification and perseverance as if they 
were all extras to the person and work of Christ 

5 Matthew 13:11.

instead of being His very essence. One only has 
to think of the electing mercies of God in Christ 
to see how many so-called Reformed Creeds 
tend to leave out election in particular outside of 
Christ’s work in general though the Bible makes 
it plain that we are elected in Christ. One cannot 
divide the indivisible. This would lead us to the 
fatalism of Zwingli expressed in his 1530 De 
Providentia and the teaching of Calvin that God 
is the author of sin as in his letter to the Genevan 
Council dated 6 October, 1552 repeating what 
he had written in his 1551 Institutes.6

	 It is not surprising that Francis Bacon felt that 
all theologians should be trained as practical 
scientists and all scientists trained as practical 
theologians. The two belong together. This we 
find in the works of such as William Romaine, 
James Hervey, Johannes Kepler, Isaac Newton, 
Robert Boyle and Carl Linnaeus who allied 
science with the Scriptures. Most of the founders 
of the Royal Society sought to combine the two. 
Many scientists, theologians and philosophers 
such as Kant, Feuerbach, Hobbes, Locke, 
Berkeley and Hume have been associated with 
Bacon in striving to think universally and not in 
studies of a cataloguing nature but they have 
all failed as they have all concentrated on but 
a fraction of Bacon’s teaching on knowledge 
and de-synthesised his findings making them 
useless as a pathway to essential knowledge. 
This essential knowledge, Bacon, taught, was 
to be found solely in the Word of God.
	 It is thus an impossible task for fallen man 
left to himself, to understand or accept any 
knowledge of God until it is revealed to him. 
Here we must not deal with man’s fallible, fallen 
nature, but with God’s infallibility, omniscience, 
omnipresence and His immaculate nature in 
His never-changingness. Again, this is not 
understood through man’s climbing up the 
alleged evolutionary ladder but it is through 
God’s descending down to meet man in his 
totally fallen state and lifting him up to see and 
know the God-Only-Wise
	 The method of cataloguing Christian doctrine 
into what is called ‘Systematic Theology’ was 
the method of the rationally minded Roman 
Catholic Institution who claimed to be the heirs 
of God’s spiritual, physical and territorial rule and 
that Aristotle was their prophet. This led to their 
pagan system of analysing knowledge. Calvin 
did us no service in collecting the scattered 

6 See Letter 301 p. 372ff. See my chapter on ‘God is not 
the author of sin’ p.224 ff. In  my book The Covenant of 
Grace and the people of God, Go Publications.
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and very different views of the knowledge of 
God from the works of His contemporaries and 
making a list of them as a didactic catalogue 
of what one should believe in his Institutes. 
Or rather we should blame certain allegedly 
Reformed churches for following Calvin blindly. 
The gospel cannot be divided and must be 
taken in its wholeness as the knowledge of God 
given to those freely who have hitherto had no 
knowledge of Him.

	 Solomon the Wise told his son:
	 My son, if thou wilt receive my 
words, and hide my commandments 
with thee; So that thou incline thine ear 
unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to 
understanding; Yea, if thou criest after 
knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for 
understanding; If thou seekest her as 
silver, and searchest for her as for hid 
treasures; Then shalt thou understand 
the fear of the  LORD, and find the 
knowledge of God. For the LORD giveth 
wisdom: out of his mouth cometh 
knowledge and understanding. He layeth 
up sound wisdom for the righteous: he 
is a buckler to them that walk uprightly. 
He keepeth the paths of judgment, and 
preserveth the way of his saints. Then 
shalt thou understand righteousness, and 
judgment, and equity; yea, every good 
path. When wisdom entereth into thine 
heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto 
thy soul; Discretion shall preserve thee, 
understanding shall keep thee.7

	 Wisdom is very often personified in the work 
of the Messiah in the Old Testament, a teaching 
continued in the New. Paul tells us that Christ 
is ‘the power of God and the wisdom of God’,8 
in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge.9

	 Indeed, the entire Bible points to the 
Messiah, the Son of God, our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, as the Giver of saving knowledge. 
So, I leave my readers with the departing words 
of Peter in his second epistle:
	 ‘Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To Him be glory 
both now and forever, Amen.’  
	

7 Proverbs 2:1-11.
8 1 Corinthians 1:24.
9 Colossians 2:3.
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Part 4: The Vision & The Earlier Hymns (1757)

The Life Of Joseph Hart
THOMAS WRIGHT

The week before Easter, 1757, Hart says, 
‘I had such an amazing view of the 
agony of Christ in the garden as I know 

not well how to describe. I was lost in wonder 
and adoration, and the impression it made was 
too deep, I believe, ever to be obliterated. I 
shall say no more of this, but only remark that, 
notwithstanding all that is talked about the 
sufferings of Jesus, none can know anything 
of them but by the Holy Ghost; and I believe he 
that knows most knows but very little.’

The vision led Hart to resume his pen, and 
within a day or two he wrote the first part of the 
impassioned ode, ‘Come, all ye chosen Saints 
of God’, Which appears as hymn one in his 
collection. He says he afterwards ‘mutilated 
and altered it’. The original, if superior to the 
present version, must have been powerful 
indeed. Here, as in everything else that he 
wrote, poetical embellishment is religiously 

avoided. ‘All he aimed at was to enter into 
the deep mysteries of Gethsemane, and the 
intense reality of the sufferings of Christ.’ Even 
the name Gethsemane, ‘the olive press’, had a 
deep significance for Hart. Stupendous are the 
lines in which he represents our Lord as bearing 
all that Incarnate God could bear, 

With strength enough, and none to spare;

and what a picture of desolation is there in:

Soon as the Chief to battle led, 
That moment every soldier fled!

The black polluted Kidron is represented as 
rolling its torrent of sin, and the lyric ends with a 
stanza that connects sweetly the two surpassing 
earthly gardens – Eden and Gethsemane. 
Forked lightnings play over this hectic hymn; 
and none but a soul fluctuating between mortal 
agony and divine rapture could possibly have 
penned it. Gethsemane had for Hart an ever-
abiding fascination. He returns to the theme 
again and again.

In the midst of the poetic ecstasy attendant 
on the composition of these passionate lines, 
Hart left his home and paced the adjoining 
London streets. On his way, as he passed one of 
the theatres, his eye caught the words on a bill, 
‘All for Love’, the title of a play by Dryden. With 
its story, which hinges on the crass infatuation 
of Mark Antony for Cleopatra, and the fact that 
Europe, Africa, Asia were

		  ... put in balance,
And all weighed down by one light, 
worthless woman.

Hart, as a student of English literature and 
as a play-goer in his graceless days, must have 
been thoroughly familiar, for the piece had often 
been on the boards. The words, impinging upon 
him at a time when his soul was so sensitive, 
had the effect of suggesting a parallel which at a 
calmer moment might not have presented itself; 
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and, hastening home, he wrote what now forms 
the second part of his first hymn – the melting 
lines commencing,

And why, dear saviour, tell me why
Thou thus would’st suffer, bleed and die?
What mighty motive could Thee move?
The motive’s plain – ’twas all for love!

The agony of Part I. has given place in Part 
II. to moving pathos – one tender verse sweetly 
following another, and all straining towards the 
final vividly impressive: 

For love of me, the son of God
Drained every drop of vital blood;
Long time I after idols ran,
But now my God’s a martyr’d man.

A little later he wrote hymn 2, in which the 
influence of the play is still discernible; 

Tortured with bliss, I cry, ‘Remove
That killing sight! I die with love!

Further examples might be given of the 
influence of passing events on Hart’s hymns. 
For instance, the first line of verse 11, in hymn 
75,

Poor disciples, tell me now,

is evidently an echo, intentional or 
unintentional, of the popular song of the day, 

Gentle shepherd, tell me where.

These moments of exultation and tension 
were naturally followed by a period of dejection. 
Even from his Bible he obtained little comfort. 
One text in particular distracted him: ‘And 
cast ye the unprofitable servant’. ‘Despair’, he 
says, ‘began to make dreadful head against 
me: hopes grew fainter, and terrors stronger; 
which latter were increased by a faithful letter I 
received from a friend, who had also run great 
lengths of impiety with me formerly, but was 
now reclaimed. The convictions I now laboured 
under were not like those legal convictions I 
had formerly felt, but far worse, horrible beyond 
expression. I looked upon myself as a gospel 
sinner; one that had trampled under-foot the 
blood of Jesus, and for whom there remained no 
more sacrifice for sin ... So deep was my despair 
that I found in me a kind of wish that I might 
only be damned with the common damnation 

Come, all ye chosen saints of God,
That long to feel the cleansing blood,

In pensive pleasure join with me,
To sing of sad Gethsemane.

Gethsemane, the olive press!
(And why so called, let Christians guess;)

Fit name! fit place! where vengeance strove,
And griped and grappled hard with love.

’Twas here the Lord of life appeared,
And sigh’d, and groan’d, and pray’d, and fear’d;

Bore all incarnate God could bear,
With strength enough, and none to spare.

The powers of hell united pressed,
And squeez’d His heart and bruis’d His breast;

What dreadful conflicts raged within,
When sweat and blood forced thro’ the skin!

Dispatched from heaven an angel stood,
Amazed to find Him bathed in blood:

Adored by angels, and obeyed;
But lower now than angels made!

He stood to strengthen, not to fight;
Justice exacts its utmost mite,

This victim vengeance will pursue;
He undertook; and must go through.

Three favoured servants, left not far,
Were bid to wait and watch the war;

But Christ withdrawn, what watch we keep!
To shun the sight, they sunk in sleep.

Backwards and forwards thrice He ran,
As if He sought some help from man;

Or wished, at least, they would condole
(’Twas all they could) His tortured soul.

Whate’er He sought for, there was none;
Our Captain fought the field alone;

Soon as the Chief to battle led,
That moment every soldier fled.

Mysterious conflict! dark disguise!
Hid from all creatures’ peering eyes;

Angels, astonished, viewed the scene;
And wonder yet what all could mean.

O Mount of Olives, sacred grove!
O Garden, scene of tragic love!

What bitter herbs thy beds produce!
How rank their scent, how harsh their juice!

Rare virtues now these herbs contain;
The Saviour sucked out all their bane;

My mouth with these if conscience cram,
I’ll eat them with the paschal Lamb.

O Kedron, gloomy brook, how foul
Thy black, polluted waters roll!

No tongue can tell, (but some can taste),
The filth that into thee was cast.

In Eden’s garden there was food
Of every kind for man, while good;

But, banished thence we fly to thee,
O garden of Gethsemane.

GETHSEMANE
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of transgressors of God’s law. But, oh! I thought 
the hottest place in hell must be my portion.’ It 
was while he was in this piteous state that he 
composed hymn 3, ‘The Doubting Christian’.

Then followed an illness. ‘One morning’, 
he says, ‘I was waked with intolerable pain, as 
if balls of fire were burning my reins. Amidst 
this excruciating torture, which lasted near an 
hour, one of the first things I thought on was the 
pierced side of Jesus, and what pain of body 
as well as soul He underwent. Soon after this 
fiery stroke I was seized in the evening with a 
cold shivering, which I concluded to be the icy 
damp of death, and that after that must come 
everlasting damnation.’ He feared to close 
his eyes lest he ‘should awake in hell’. ‘While 
these horrors remained’, he continues, ‘I used 
to run backwards and forwards to places of 
religious worship, especially to the Tabernacle, 
in Moorfields, and the Chapel in Tottenham 
Court Road; where, indeed, I received some 
comfort; but in the general almost everything 
served only to condemn me, to make me rue 
my own backslidings, and envy those children 
of God who had continued to walk honestly ever 
since their first conversion.’ 

About this time he became personally 
acquainted with Whitefield, and a friendship 
ensued between them which was severed only 
by death.

On Whit-Sunday afternoon (that is on May 
29th), 1757, He went to the chapel, in Fetter 
Lane, belonging to the Moravians, or United 
Brethren, where he had attended several times 
before. ‘The minister’, he says, ‘preached on 
these words, ‘Because thou hast kept the word 
of My patience, I also will keep thee from the 
hour of temptation, which shall come upon all 
the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth’ 
(Revelation 3:10). Though the text, and most of 
what was said on it, seemed to make greatly 
against me, yet I listened with much attention, 
and felt myself deeply interested by it. When it 
was over, I thought of hastening to Tottenham 
Court Chapel; but presently, altering my mind, 
returned to my own house.

‘I was hardly got home when I felt myself 
melting away into a strange softness of 
affection, which made me fling myself on my 
knees before God. My horrors were immediately 
dispelled, and such light and comfort flowed into 
my heart as no words can paint. The Lord, by 
his Spirit of love, came not in a visionary manner 
into my brain, but with such divine power and 
energy into my soul that I was lost in blissful 
amazement.’

1. Easter Sunday 1757 Apr-10
2, 3. Spring 1757

4, 5, 6. Whit Sunday 1757 May-29
7-11. Summer and Autumn 1757

12-14. Christmas 1757 Dec-25
15. Last Week of 1757 1757
16. New Year’s Day 1758 Jan-01

17-32. Spring 1758
33-36. Good Friday 1758 Mar-24
37-44. Easter to Whitsuntide 1758
45, 46. Whit Sunday 1758 May-14

47. Trinity Sunday 1758 May-21
48-56. May to December 1758

57. New Year’s Day 1759 Jan-01
58-61. Early in 1759 1759
62-76. Easter Week 1759 Apr 15-22

77-119. April and May1 1759

[The Book appeared 7th July, 1759.]

Supplement

1-30. Early in 1760 1760
31-34. Easter 1760 Apr-06
35, 36. Ascension Day 1760 May-15
37-40. May to October 1760
41-43. Death of George II 1760 Oct-25
44-47. Nov. 1760 - Mar. 1761
48-50. Easter 1761
51-82. Between Easter, 1761, and date of going to press in 1762

Appendix

1-13. Between 1761 and 1765
Fast Hymn2 Between 1761 and 1765

1 The Fast Hymn, No. 96, was probably written on Fast Day, 16 Feb., 1759
2 This hymn is placed in the front of the book in the 4th edition, the edition     
in which it first appeared. In some editions it appears as No. 14 of the 
appendix.

DATES OF HART’S HYMNS
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Nevertheless, when he considered his past 
life, he could scarcely believe there was mercy 
for him. 

‘What, for me, Lord!’ he cried. 
‘Yes, for thee’, replied a voice.
‘But I have been so unspeakably vile and 

wicked’, moaned poor Hart.
‘I pardon thee’, followed the voice, ‘fully and 

freely. Thy own goodness cannot save thee, nor 
shall thy wickedness damn thee. I undertake to 
work all the works in thee and for thee; and to 
bring the safe through all.’

‘The alteration’, says Hart, ‘I then felt in 
my soul was as sudden and palpable as that 
which is experienced by a person staggering 
and almost sinking under a burden when it is 
immediately taken from his shoulders. Tears 
ran in streams from my eyes. I threw my soul 
willingly into my Saviour’s hands; lay weeping 
at His feet, wholly resigned to His will, and 
only begging that I might, if He was graciously 
pleased to permit it, be of some service to His 
church and people.’

As the Easter vision had led Hart to write 
the hymn on the Passion, so the Fetter 
Lane sermon inspired him to write the three 
Whitsuntide hymns, 4, 5, and 6, two of which 
‘Come, Holy Spirit, come’, and ‘Descend 
from heaven, celestial Dove’, are among the 
finest in our language. The fourth verse of 
hymn 6 concludes with a line that is eminently 
characteristic of Hart. The Earls of Nottingham 
may proudly cite their motto, Nil conscire sibi (To 
be conscious of no guilt); but none, to use Hart’s 
expression, save those arrayed in covering not 
their own, will be able to cry on the Great Day:

We’re clean, just God, we’re clean.

We must here notice the statement made by 
Hart that his hymns are arranged in the order 
in which they were written. This fact seems to 
have escaped the eye of others, but it is of first 
importance, seeing that it enables us to fix the 
date, or approximate date, when every hymn 
was composed. When dealing with the subject 
of ‘Holy Days’, he says: 

Some Christians to the Lord regard the day
And others to the Lord regard it not.

Now Hart himself was a punctilious observer 
of days, and it is probable that he wrote this 
hymn in answer to some excellent friend 
who remonstrated with him for making so 
much of Good Friday and the festivals. His 

affectionate argument is, My dear brother, 
the shell is certainly not the meat; but, all the 
same, commemoration is no sin. You have your 
reasons for not observing these days, I have 
mine for observing them. Our condescending 
Lord will approve both of us. 

Let each pursue the way that likes him best;
He cannot walk amiss, that walks in love.

So as each ‘Holy Day’ came round Hart 
kept it as seemed fit to him, and it was usually 
provocative of a hymn. This will explain how it is 
that the Easter hymns and the hymns congenial 
to the festivals are scattered throughout his 
book instead of being grouped together, and the 
fact is additionally welcome in that it enables us 
to compile the invaluable table opposite. 

Hymns 7 to 15 were written between May 
and December, 1757. ‘A Man there is, a real 
Man’, savours of Watts’s ‘With joy we meditate 
the grace’. Hart, indeed, like his saintly 
predecessor, loves to dwell on the consoling 
thought that Christ can fully sympathise with the 
sorrows of His people, seeing that He Himself 
experienced trial and temptation; and we find 
him over and over again, when in deep waters, 
extracting comfort from the recollection that our 
Lord was not only the Son of God but also ‘a real 
Man’. In hymns 8 to 11 he endeavours to push 
home the cardinal truth that there is salvation 
by Christ alone, the most arresting verse being 
the last in the autobiographical hymn, 10: 

Then sinners black as hell
May hence for hope have ground;
For who of mercy needs despair,
Since I have mercy found?

The four hymns produced at Christmastide, 
1757, breathe, every one, a holy joy, that has 
lifted the hearts and spirits of thousands who 
have sung or read them. The weakness of 
the Infant Jesus – a little Child born in little 
Bethlehem – appealed to Hart persistently; 
and the world’s harsh treatment of its Lord and 
King was never for long absent from his devout 
meditations:

But see what different thoughts arise
In ours and angel’s breasts:
To hail His birth they left the skies
We lodged Him with the beasts.

To be continued.
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introduce the gospel of sovereign grace 
to new hearers by this means. 

Come and join us on Sunday, or 
if you know someone who can’t get 
to church or just needs some extra 
fellowship, send them our link. Pray 
with us that the Lord will use these 
services to send His gospel to a new 
generation of people and that the old 
paths may yet lead men and women to 
a knowledge of Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Saviour.

New Focus Church Online
That the purpose of God according to election might stand

Service times in different time zones are available on the 
NewFocus.Church website on the Upcoming Service page.

“What time is that where I am?”

Go to YouTube and 
type in New Focus 
Church Online

New Focus Church Online YouTube channel


