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T

his issue of New Focus includes important articles about
a believer’s sanctification and freedom from the law. It
contains contributions from Don Fortner, Robert Hawker,
and George Ella and a helpful extract from a Gospel Magazine
from 1836, which we believe has aged rather well.
Many of the Lord’s people struggle to enjoy the blessed
state of Christian liberty into which they have been brought by
the cleansing blood of Jesus and the imputed righteousness
of God. They have heard the Lord Jesus Christ called, ‘THE
LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS’ but they have not yet begun
to live in the fulness of that truth.
Rather than rejoicing in the fulness of God’s provision they
imagine there is yet something for them to add, to live up to,
and to prove. Instead of resting in the joy of what the Lord has
done for them they allow themselves to be brought again under
the condemnation of the law and the bondage of guilt.
Despite reading such scriptures as, ‘thou art an holy people
unto the LORD thy God, and the LORD hath chosen thee to be
a peculiar people unto himself’ and despite hearing the apostles
confirm, ‘ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an
holy nation, a peculiar people’ many believers still cannot
reconcile the clear testimony of God’s word with their personal
awareness of sin, a sense of unworthiness, and the accusations
of Satan in their conscience.
They fail to distinguish the holiness of the incorruptible new
spiritual man, ‘which after God is created in righteousness and
true holiness’, and which cannot be improved upon, and the
incorrigible old man of flesh, who also cannot be improved
upon. These two natures dwell in us like two armies, constantly
at war.
We do not say we are without sin. While we remain in the
flesh we lament the sin that so easily besets us and must
frequently return to the blood of Christ for forgiveness and
peace of heart. Yet neither can we deny the sovereign grace
of God that takes sinners like us and makes us holy by blood
atonement, and righteous by the perfect obedience unto death
of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Our God has sanctified every chosen, redeemed sinner
by imputed righteousness in justification, and imparted
righteousness in the new birth. He has given us a new, holy
nature born of God that cannot sin. In the last day the Lord
God will transform our flesh and ‘the dead shall be raised
incorruptible’ and bring us into the perfection of holiness in
resurrection glory. Then we shall be satisfied, when we awake
with His likeness.
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Let’s Talk About The Saviour

W

hat think ye of Christ, is the grand question of the
whole subject contained in the word of God.
What think ye of Christ; that is, as God’s Christ, the
anointed, the sent, the sealed of the Father. Unless we have
proper apprehension, both of His person and offices, in His
double nature, and in His commission, our views of Him will
not be suitably formed. In this one question is involved a
thousand others.
What think ye of Christ? What think ye of His person,
of His offices, characters, relations? What think ye of the
completeness, fulness, suitableness, all-sufficiency of His
salvation?
What think ye of Christ as to His worth, preciousness,
beauty, glory? What, as to His value, importance, His
absolute necessity, and the living without knowing Him,
and the dying without enjoying Him? Oh! for the proper
apprehension of Jesus! Oh for the absolute and certain
union with Him, and interest in Him!
The soul that hath so learned Christ, will best know how
to enter into the full sense of our Lord’s question; and will
best appreciate the being found in Him, so as to render all
other knowledge of no value, but the knowledge of Christ,
the power of God, and the wisdom of God, for salvation to
everyone that believeth.
Robert Hawker
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Light Shining In A Dark Place

T

he writer to the Hebrews tells us, ‘Now
once in the end of the world hath he – the
Lord Jesus Christ – appeared to put away
sin by the sacrifice of himself’ (Hebrews 9:26).
It was for sinful men and women like us that the
great Redeemer appeared. Once, in the end of
the world, when the fulness of time was come,
the Son of God appeared at the appointed place
to put sin out of existence.
Jesus Christ came into the world for this
express purpose – to redeem hopelessly sinful
men and women. He came into the world to give
a real deliverance from sin by putting it away.
He came to establish peace between sinners
and God; for when sin is gone peace is lawful.
Jesus Christ did not come into the world to
make sin a harmless mistake. He did not come
to give you a covering for your sin. He did not
come to help you forget your sin. The Son of
God came into this world to put away sin by the
sacrifice of Himself.
Sin is a serious matter
Sin is an infinitely evil thing. Sin is an attack on
the very throne of God. It is an offence against
God’s holiness, it is the transgression of God’s
law, and it is rebellion of the heart against God’s
sovereignty. Sin is the monstrous attempt of
depraved men and women to rob God of His
dignity and glory as God! Sin is man’s denial of
God’s right to be God!
It is a very hard thing to put away sin. All the
Jewish sacrifices of the Old Testament, costly
and numerous as they were, could not put away
4

sin. All the religious zeal and devotion of the
scribes and Pharisees could not put away sin.
Not even repentance, faith, and a holy life can
put away sin. If you and I were to suffer the wrath
of God in hell for ever, even then, we could not
put away one sin. But the Lord Jesus Christ has
put away sin! By His one all-sufficient, infinitely
meritorious sacrifice at Calvary, the Son of God
has put away all the sins of all His people for
ever! He did not put our sins away into hiding,
or in reserve, to bring them out at another time.
The blood of Christ has put sin out of existence
for His people! In the sight of God’s law, so far
as His holiness and justice are concerned, the
man or woman who trusts Christ has no sin!
Our sanctification in Christ ought to be
a doctrine of great comfort for the souls
of believers. Yet even those who are well
instructed in the gospel doctrines of election,
redemption, justification and regeneration
commonly embrace seriously erroneous views
of sanctification. They teach salvation is by
grace, and they realise sanctification is an
essential part of salvation, but they insist that
sanctification is partly a work of God and partly a
work of man. Such mixing of grace and works in
this aspect of salvation leads many to embrace
a perverted doctrine of sanctification.
A second blessing?
Some teach sanctification as a second work of
grace, whereby the believer is made totally free
from sin, and the old nature of sin is eradicated
from our being. Such a proud doctrine is directly
NEW FOCUS PRINTABLE EDITION JULY 2022
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contrary to the plain statement of holy scripture.
‘If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth us not in us’ (1 John
1:8). The notion of ‘sinless perfection’ is contrary
to the experience of every believer. Believers
confess their sin. They do not hide it. Honesty
compels us to acknowledge that though we are
no longer under the dominion of sin, we do have
a continual struggle with sin. Sin is mixed with
everything we think or do. Any man who says
he is without sin is a liar.
The self-righteous legalist makes
sanctification nothing more than outward,
legal morality. The legalist thinks sanctification
is accomplished by separation from the world,
obedience to religious customs and traditions,
and abstinence from the use of things he
considers evil. ‘Touch not, taste not, handle not’
is his creed.
Among most of those whom we recognise as
orthodox, evangelical Christians, lurks another
error. Very many believe sanctification to be the
progressive increase of the believer’s ‘personal
holiness’. We are told that the children of God
attain higher degrees of holiness by their own
works in sanctification, until, at last, they are
ripe for heaven, and their sanctification buds
forth into ultimate glorification. Usually, this
‘progressive sanctification’ is made to be the
basis of the believer’s assurance on earth and
the basis of his eternal reward in heaven.
The ‘chief of sinners’
I hear folk talking of progressing in their
sanctification. I am told God’s people grow in
holiness and righteousness. Some will even
dare to assert, ‘I am holier than thou’. They
think their good works, piety, devotion, prayers,
meditations and Bible reading since they
professed faith in Christ make them more holy,
inwardly and outwardly, before God. But it is all
a self-righteous delusion. God says of all such
pretenders of piety, ‘These are a smoke in my
nose, a fire that burneth all the day’. It is true,
God’s elect grow in the grace and knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ. We grow in faith,
devotion, submission and even obedience to
Christ. But never in all the Word of God do I read
of a man who trusted Christ claiming to grow in
holiness, purity, or sanctification before God.
In fact, the very opposite is true. When
Isaiah saw the Lord, he said, ‘Woe is me! for
I am undone; because I am a man of unclean
lips’. When Job had grown the most in grace
and had seen the most of God’s glory, he cried,
‘Behold, I am vile’! When David had the greatest
NEW FOCUS PRINTABLE EDITION JULY 2022

assurance of God’s pardoning grace, he had
also the greatest awareness of his own sin. He
said, ‘I acknowledge my transgressions: and my
sin is ever before me’. When Paul had faithfully
preached the gospel for many years he said, ‘I
know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth
no good thing’. When Paul was about to lay
down his life in martyrdom, when he reached a
far higher degree of faithfulness and dedication
than anyone I know, he did not call himself the
holiest of all saints, he called himself the chief
of all sinners.
Sanctification not by works
Where, then, do you find sanctification? I can
tell you where all of God’s saints find it – in
Christ. Christ is our sanctification. He is all
my righteousness, all my redemption, all my
sanctification and all my holiness before God.
Sanctification is not by the works of the flesh
any more than is justification. Sanctification is
the work of God’s sovereign grace whereby
He has separated us to be holy in Christ by
election, declared us to be holy in Christ by
redemption, and made us to be holy in Christ
by regeneration.
Pastor and preacher C. H. Spurgeon
made this statement, with which I fully agree,
concerning the doctrine of progressive
sanctification. He said, ‘I do not admire the term
‘progressive sanctification’, for it is unwarranted
by scripture; but it is certain that the Christian
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LIGHT SHINING IN A DARK PLACE

does grow in grace, and though his conflict
may be as severe in the last day of his life as
in the first moment of conversion, yet he does
advance in grace, and all his imperfections and
his conflicts within cannot prove that he has not
made progress.’
A believer does not gradually become less
sinful and more holy in the sight of God. Can
there be degrees of righteousness and holiness
in the sight of God? The very term ‘holiness’
implies perfection. Anything less than absolute
perfection is not holiness, but sin.
Holiness is a gift from God
The only holiness any fallen man can have is
that holiness which God gives to all believers
in Christ, and it is perfect holiness. God’s elect
were sanctified in eternal election when we
were set apart for God and declared to be
holy in God’s eternal purpose. In time we were
actually perfected and made holy in the eyes of
God’s law and justice by the righteousness and
shed blood of Christ as our Substitute. When
Christ died at Calvary He ‘perfected for ever
them that were sanctified’, that is, those who
were set apart by God for Himself in election.
Perfect holiness was legally imputed to God’s
elect by the obedience of Christ. Then, in divine
regeneration, a perfectly holy nature has been
imparted to all who are born of the Spirit. To
be born again is to have the divine nature
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implanted in us, so that we are partakers of
the divine nature. This is sanctification. It is not
progressive, but perfect and complete, in Christ.
While we live in this world we grow in grace
and in the knowledge of Christ. We grow in faith
and in love and in hope. But we do not grow in
holiness before God. Christ is our only holiness
before God. So long as we live in this world our
old nature will continue to be nothing but sinful
flesh. It never gets sanctified.
Some might wonder, does it matter that
people view their sanctification wrongly so long
as they are trying to honour the Lord in what they
do and say? Yes it matters, because the truth
matters! People talk of becoming less and less
sinful and progressively holier from day to day.
But the more they boast of their progressive
holiness the more harsh, judgmental and
mean-spirited they become towards their ‘lesser
brethren’. Their doctrine is this, ‘God’s children’,
they say, ‘grow in righteousness and personal
holiness until they are ripe for heaven’. They
actually teach that glorification is the end result
of their own increasing attainments in ‘personal
holiness’. If their doctrine is true, if it is possible
for men and women gradually to become less
sinful and more holy, then it is possible for us,
by diligence, self-denial and mortification of the
flesh, eventually to attain sinless perfection in
this life.
Personal experience
Such doctrine, of course, is contrary to holy
scripture (1 John 1:8, 10). Any man who says
he is without sin, even for a fleeting second, is
deceived, the truth is not in him and he makes
God a liar. Honesty compels me to acknowledge
that this doctrine of ‘progressive sanctification’
is totally contrary to my own experience. I have,
I believe, over the past years, grown in grace.
My love for, faith in and commitment to Christ
have grown, increased and matured by the
grace of God. But my sin has not diminished.
My outward acts of sin are more restricted and
controlled than before, but the inward evil of my
flesh has not lessened. If anything, it is worse
now than ever. With aching heart, I confess
my sin. Though I am redeemed, justified and
sanctified in Christ, I am still a man in the flesh,
and my flesh is full of sin. By painful experience I
have learned, ‘I am carnal, sold under sin ... For
I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth
no good thing’. Christ alone is my redemption.
Christ alone is my righteousness. Christ alone
is my acceptance with God. Christ alone is my
sanctification.
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Because thou sayest, ‘I am rich’
Revelation 3:17

1
What makes mistaken men afraid
Of sovereign grace to preach!
The reason is, if truth be said,
Because they are so rich.
2
Why so offensive in their eyes
Does God’s election seem?
Because they think themselves so wise
That they have chosen him.
3
Of perseverance why so loath
Are some to speak or hear?
Because, as masters over sloth,
They vow to persevere.
4
Whence is imputed righteousness
A point so little known?
Because men think they all possess
Some righteousness their own.
5
Not so the needy, helpless soul,
Prefers his humble prayer;
He looks to Him that works the whole,
And seeks his treasure there.
NEW FOCUS PRINTABLE EDITION JULY 2022
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His language is, “Let me, my God,
On sovereign grace rely;
And own ’tis free, because bestowed
On one so vile as I.
7
“Election! ’tis a word divine;
For, Lord, I plainly see,
Had not thy choice prevented mine,
I ne’er had chosen Thee.
8
“For perseverance strength I’ve none,
But would on this depend –
That Jesus, having loved His own,
Will love them to the end.
9
“Empty and bare, I come to Thee
For righteousness divine;
O may Thy matchless merits be,
By imputation, mine.”
10
Thus differ these; yet hoping each
To make salvation sure.
Now most men will approve the rich,
But Christ has blessed the poor.
7

Christian Freedom
He that is dead is freed from sin.

Fiona Birks

Romans 6:7

I

Extracted from Gospel
Magazine 1836 and kindly
shared by David Burrows
of Dungannon, Northern
Ireland.
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n the above text there is some ambiguity;
and it has been the cause of anxiety to
some tender minds. The ambiguity lies
in the word ‘freed’. It may be taken to mean
absolute deliverance from all connection with
sin, by its total extinction within us; and when so
understood the poor perplexed soul comes to
the unhappy conclusion, that he is not crucified
with Christ and dead to sin, because he feels to
his daily sorrow that sin still dwells in him. And
hatred to hypocrisy, and false pretences, as
well as love of truth, constrains me to say, that
all those professors who persuade themselves
that they are growing progressively holier as
they advance in years, no less than they who
say they live without sin, are deluded selfdeceivers, going down to the grave with a lie in
their right hand (Isaiah 44:20). They are in that
state in which Paul describes himself to have
been before his conversion. ‘I was alive without
the law once: but when the commandment
came, sin revived and I died’ (Romans 7:9).
And this same Apostle says, ‘by the law is the
knowledge of sin’, (Romans 3:20). This is the
only rule of rectitude. When a sinner is brought
by the Lord’s teaching to measure himself by
the law, condemnation and death are sure to
follow. From henceforth there is no hope of
being saved by the deeds of the law, and then
the only object of spiritual desire is Jesus, who
has delivered us from the curse of the law,
having been made a curse for us (Galatians
3:13). But I am wandering from the text:
‘He that is dead is freed from sin.’ Now
if we had here ‘justified’ instead of ‘freed’,
there would then be no ambiguity, because
the word would bear but one meaning; and
justified, is the original word. I love this text

thus translated—He that is dead is justified
from sin. And this is in strict accordance with
what is written elsewhere—‘Be it known unto
you therefore, men and brethren, that through
this Man is preached unto you the forgiveness
of sins: and by Him all that believe are justified
from all things, from which they could not be
justified by the law of Moses’ (Acts 13:38, 39).
‘It is God that justifieth’ (Romans 8:30), and
He justifieth ungodly sinners: it is God that
pardons and remits sins, the sins of the very
worst of sinners, if one sinner can be worse
in His sight than another; and He does it on
the sole ground that Jesus shed His blood
and died a sacrifice for sin. The pardon and
reconciliation of sinners comes by the grace of
God and the suretyship of Jesus. What could
poor miserable sinners do but for Jesus? He is
the one and only Friend of sinners: He loves
and saves none but sinners, and it is because
of this that the Pharisees of all ages have
hated Him. They will be saved, but then it must
be upon their own terms, not Jesus’ terms,
freely, for nothing, without money and without
price (Isaiah 55:1), terms only welcome to
the destitute who feel their lost and desolate
condition, and long for deliverance from the
bondage of sin,—the worst of all masters,
paying the worst of all wages (Romans 6:23).
Throughout this sixth chapter to the
Romans the Apostle, by a bold figure, assigns
personality as it were to sin, and represents
it as a tyrannical master exercising cruel
dominion over his slaves. Where there is no
law there is no transgression or sin (Romans
4:5). The strength of sin is in the broken law; by
this it reigns unto death. Take law from sin, and
it has no more power. This Jesus did, doing
NEW FOCUS PRINTABLE EDITION JULY 2022
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and suffering the just for the unjust (1 Peter
3:18). He magnified the law and honoured
it, by actively fulfilling its demands; and then
passively suffering death, the penalty due to
transgression. He died unto sin once, and rose
again, and death has no more dominion over
Him, (Romans 6:10; 14:9). He has redeemed
His people. He has taken captivity captive
(Psalm 68:18). Redeemed and believing
sinners are the Lord’s free men: they are more
than conquerors through Him that loved them.
They can look their most terrific enemies in the
face, and say, ‘O death, where is thy sting?’ ‘O
grave where is thy victory?’ Christ’s death is
the ground of our justification from sin. ‘Who
is he that condemneth?’ Does law, sin, Satan,
man, conscience? Here is the answer—‘It is
Christ that died’, and is risen again. Whatever
accusation may be brought against a sinner
that believes in Jesus, the only answer of a
good conscience is, Jesus died for me: this, as
was said before, is the sole ground of a sinner’s
justification. He is not justified by anything
done in him or by him. His being buried with
Jesus by baptism into death, his old man
being crucified with Him, and his walking in
newness of life in Jesus, are not causes either
in whole or in part of his justification, but fruits
and effects thereof. Paul, and indeed all the
sacred writers, make Christ all in the matter of
justification; and so must we if we enjoy peace
with God, and emancipation from the slavery
of sin.
But do not a deliverance from the power
and dominion of sin, and being brought under
the reign of grace, give a person licence to live
in sin? The Apostle indignantly spurns the thing
as impossible, and asks—‘How shall we who
are dead unto sin live any longer therein’? The
enthronement of Jesus in a sinner’s heart, is
the dethronement of sin; it still keeps a footing
there, but in a state of subjection.1 Every
sinner whom Jesus justifies from sin, is forced
from its dominion: ‘Being then made free from
sin ye are become servants to righteousness’.
Here the original word rendered, ‘being made
free’, means freedom from slavery, free from
the slavery of sin, whose wages is death;
but the other word rendered ‘freed’, in the
seventh verse, means justified from all guilt
and condemnation, so that no accusation can

be sustained against a believer in Jesus. And
this is no new doctrine; it runs through the
Bible from beginning to end, and is expressed
in very clear terms, for example, Isaiah 54:17,
‘No weapon that is formed against thee shall
prosper; and every tongue that shall rise
against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn.
This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord,
and their righteousness is of me, saith the
Lord.’2
The Apostle’s argument, in this sixth
chapter of Romans, is almost peculiar to the
Scriptures: it is thought lightly of, and therefore
little used among ministers in general. It is this.
You are justified from sin and dead to it; you
are not under the law but under grace; the
wages of sin, which is death, you shall never
receive; therefore cease to serve sin, and let it
not reign in your mortal bodies. He knew, for
he had been taught it by his Divine Master,
that forgiveness of sins destroys the reign and
power of sin in the heart. But this is not known
to all men because all men have not faith (2
Thessalonians 3:2). And every unbeliever
loves sin in one form or the other, and hates
God, because He has decreed to punish for it
whenever it is found. If he restrains himself from
sinning, it is because he dreads punishment.
If he could be assured of justification and
heaven at last, he would gladly give up the
reins to his depraved passions and lusts, and
be the willing slave to sin all his days. By such
persons the gospel of grace is evil spoken of.
They know not the love of God to His elect in
Christ Jesus, and therefore they are neither
constrained nor influenced by it. Upon such,
no argument drawn from free grace will have
any good effect. ‘By their fruits ye shall know
them,’ (Matthew 7:16, 20,) said our Lord; and it
is only by a man’s walk and conversation that
his character can be truly ascertained. ‘Know
ye not,’ says Paul, and with these words I shall
conclude; ‘that to whom ye yield yourselves
servants to obey, his servants you are to
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or
of obedience unto righteousness? But God be
thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but
ye have obeyed from the heart that form of
doctrine which was delivered you.’

John Newton

A. Layman
Sept. 21st, 1836

1

1 John 1:8, 10, ‘And if we say we have no sin’, etc., this
teaches us to put a difference between having of sin, and
being a sinner. ‘There is none that doeth good and sinneth
not’ (Ecclesiastes 7:20). And yet though all have sin in them,
all are not in their sins! (Original editor’s note)
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Here is a clear declaration of the imputed righteousness
of Christ to His people, a doctrine sadly rejected by
unregenerate men!

9

Counterfeit Gospels
Part 3

The Gospel Of Duty Faith
The False Gospel of Duty-Obedience
Sinners coming to God’s aid in salvation
n the last issue of New Focus, I wrote of the
false gospel of Free-Willism. Closely allied to
this is another false gospel preached widely
in former evangelical and Reformed churches of
whatever denomination. This is the counterfeit
gospel of the duty-obedience of fallen mankind
as an initial step towards the salvation which
God desires for them. God, according to such
teaching, provides a way of salvation and it is
up to the sinner to appropriate that provision
through obedience.
Contenders for such a position claim that
the Bible teaches man’s responsibility to have
himself saved and that he should exercise his
known duties and obligation in obedience to
God to reach this aim. In every human soul,
they claim, exists an ‘ought’ which compels
mankind, on hearing the gospel, to accept it
or reject it. Thus, they do not see mankind
as totally dead in trespasses and sins but
recognise a spark of light in him by which he can
illuminate and accept the gospel of saving grace
when it comes. Thus, Andrew Fuller whose
Enlightenment philosophy of reason polluted
the doctrines of God’s revealed Word, claims:

I

A more modern fantasy-writer, J. R, Tolkien,
following Enlightenment Philosophy such as
practised by Fuller, puts it thus:
Man is not wholly lost nor wholly changed.
Disgraced he may be, yet is not
dethroned,
And keeps the rags of lordship once he
owned.2
Tolkien calls his ideas Mythopeia which can
be easily be transcribed as Myopia.
Sinful man knows no ‘ought’ which motivates
faith in Christ
We are taught by modern liberal reformed
theologians, that there is what they call a
feeling of ‘ought’ in mankind which is a leftover
of man’s holy innocence before the Fall.
Philosophers call this fallen human desire his
inner ‘Enlightenment’ brought forward by ‘right
reason’. This has nothing whatsoever to do with
the gospel. Mankind, these deceivers teach, is
fully aware that he is lost but also very much
conscious that he needs to do something about
Tolkien’s argument in his poem Mythopeia as quoted by
Humphrey Carpenter in his book J.R.R. Tolkien, Unwin,
1978, p. 194.
2

If the ability of sinners to believe in
Christ were of the same nature as that
of a dead body in a grave to rise up and
walk, it were absurd to suppose that
they would on this account fall under
the Divine censure. No man is reproved
for not doing that which is naturally
impossible; but sinners are reproved for
not believing, and given to understand
that it is solely owing to their criminal
ignorance, pride, dishonesty of heart,
and aversion from God.1
1

10

Works, vol.2, p. 355, three volumes edition.

Counterfeit
To counterfeit means to imitate something
authentic, with the intent to steal, destroy,
or replace the original, for use in illegal
transactions, or otherwise to deceive
individuals into believing that the fake
is of equal or greater value than the real
thing.
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it. Thus, when he hears the gospel, he is dutybound, through his own sense of what he ‘ought’
to do, to believe it. In a nutshell, their gospel is:
He who ought – can.
Here, they follow their mentor Andrew Fuller
in believing that justifying faith is placed on a
table of sweetmeats for all to feast on as they
will.3 There are two absurdities to be noted here.
The first is that Fuller, followed by a number
of professing Reformed men, affirms that it is
the duty of fallen sinners to follow his teaching
and find ‘the fitness of things’ in the gospel,
which, of course, they are unable by nature to
do. He then affirms that such seeking sinners,
though fallen, must come to God with a ‘holy
disposition’. Modern Fullerites, who usually try
to beat Fuller at his own game, use the term
‘willingness’, feeling that ‘holy disposition’ is too
pretentious, but they mean the same thing.
Here our leading Reformed magazines,
castigate those who speak of sinners being
made sensible of their sins by the Holy Spirit
but they themselves speak of sinful men who
come to Christ with a ‘holy disposition’ or at
least displays of ‘willingness’. So, they set up
the supposed holiness and willingness of fallen
man in opposition to the Holiness and Will of
our risen Lord. This free-willism never saved
anybody. Christians must abide by the truths
of God’s Word which tells us in 1 Corinthians
2:14, ‘The natural man receiveth not the things
of the Spirit of God’.
Dazzled Children of the Enlightenment
Here, these ‘Enlightenment’ toddlers who make
man’s ‘right reason’ their pet doll, or the devil’s
rattle, as John Ryland Sen. said, are following
the false teaching that he who knows he ought
to do a thing must be capable of doing it. In
contrast, the Bible tells us plainly that mankind
is blind and lost until enlightened by the Light
of the World. We read in 2 Corinthians 4:3, 4:
If our gospel be hid, it is hid to them
that are lost: in whom the god of this world
hath blinded the minds of them which
believe not, lest the light of the glorious
gospel of Christ, who is the image of God,
should shine unto them.

See the Gospel Worthy of All Acceptation or the Duty of
Sinners to Believe in Jesus Christ. With corrections and
additions, to which is added an appendix on the necessity
of a holy disposition in order to believing in Christ. 1786,
pages 337 to 338.
3
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Any minister who ignores this teaching is a
blind leader of the blind.
This was the weakest link in Immanuel Kant’s
so-called categorical imperative which ruled
that if one ought one can. This ‘imperative’ lay
at the basis of his teaching concerning Natural
Religion taken up later and propounded by the
followers of Andrew Fuller. It was also the view
of Lessing, followed by Ritschl, who taught that
‘Reason’ is the Holy Spirit in mankind just as
Fuller taught that Christians should be led by
‘reason and the fitness of things’, whatever that
means. This delusion has been introduced in
the churches as ‘Enlightenment’ or the ‘Light of
Reason’ since the days of Samuel Rutherford
and his Lex Rex of 1643. This led to a splitting
up of the Covenant of Grace into supposedly
man’s side and God’s side and sowed the
seeds of the modern apostate, so-called New
Covenant Theology which leaves them with the
broken covenant of the unbelieving Jews in the
wilderness. Rather than bringing enlightenment,
it brings total darkness and perverts the gospel
so that Christ’s hungry sheep look up and are
not fed. It also encourages the idle notion that
the gospel is only for conversion purposes
where man’s duties join with God’s provisions
and is not for the edification of Christ’s postconversion flock. It is at best humbug and at
worst a gospel of deceit. What I ought to do in
obeying God’s Law has no relevance to any
ability to reach out for and grasp salvation. If
I am penniless and ought to pay off my debts,
I obviously cannot simply because I have no
money. Lost sinners by nature do not know
how to be found though they might have been
brought up under gospel preaching. They are in
11
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a labyrinth from which they cannot escape. They
are spiritually dead until Christ gives them life.
Until God gives them repentance and faith, they
are also dead to the gospel. The apostle goes
on to say that it is Christ’s mind which works
salvation out for sinners and thus not the mind
of man.
To follow Kant is ‘cant’4
Thus, present day ‘Enlightenment’ writers,5
use the arguments of Emmanuel Kant, the
philosopher of Natural Reason and Natural
Religion, to postulate that every member of
mankind is still, despite the Fall, possessed
by an inward ‘ought’ which is awakened when
Christ is offered to him as Saviour and places
him under the obligation to either receive or
reject Christ. This ‘gospel’ puts man under an
obligation which he cannot fulfil and shuts him
out from the true gospel of salvation in Christ.
So, here we see that such evangelists who
believe in appealing to man’s fallen nature
as a warranty for belief are really placing all
men back in Adam’s shoes, irrespective of
Adam’s Fall. All mankind, for them, following
old American New Divinity teaching, is an Adam
on probation until he rejects what they call
their ‘well-meant offer of salvation’. They have
forgotten the Scripture maxim that ‘as in Adam
(the old and original progenitor Adam), all die,
even so in Christ shall all be made alive’.6 This
can only mean ‘made alive by Christ’, so the
making is all of Christ. Man cannot help Christ
in His saving work as all mankind is entirely
helpless in such matters. So, to give fallen
sinners their ‘well-meant’ counterfeit hope, they
have removed the Adamic Fall from history.
Sam Waldron on the crux of the ‘free offer’
Concerning the ‘offer’ of Christ to unsaved
sinners, Waldron, who lectures on the logic
and reason of his idea of a systematic theology
which cuts the gospel into supposed paradoxical
pieces, tells us:
“Offer” contains in it the notion of a
proposal presented to someone which
the one presenting it desires for him to
accept. An offer not presented with such
The word ‘cant’ indicates an unreal use of words to signify
piety. It can also mean hypocrisy in general.
5
See Waldron’s The Crux of the Free Offer and interviews
with Curt Daniel. See also Daniel’s thesis on HyperCalvinism and John Gill and Hulse’s Free Offer and passim
in his Reformation Today articles.
6
1 Corinthians 15:22
4
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intent or desire would be regarded as
insincere. What man proposes marriage
to a woman without a desire that she
should accept his proposal? What
woman would regard such a proposal
as authentic or genuine if it was not
accompanied by the desire of the man
for it to be accepted. The word, free,
however, emphasizes the notion of a
desire that one should take the offer
presented. An offer is presented with the
desire that it should be taken by the one
to whom it is presented. A “free” offer
accentuates such desire and the “wellmeant” character of the offer by providing
an extra incentive for the proposal to be
accepted.’7
The late Errol Hulse, long before Waldron,
had taken up the analogy of a marriage proposal
and said in that context:
The word (offer) means a proposal
to give or do something, to tender for
acceptance or refusal. To carry this
forward, we could say that an offer
means that someone is proposing or
expressing willingness to do something
conditional upon the assent of the person
addressed.8
On the same page, Hulse claims that
one could use the word ‘overture’ instead of
‘offer’ but tells us that it means the same. This
comparison shows the danger of using human
comparisons to describe spiritual things. Of
course, it is clear that when a man proposes
marriage to a woman his intended bride may
answer ‘yes’ or ‘no’. But Christ’s Bride, we are
told, is elected by Christ to be his very own.
Though mankind says ‘no’ to God’s wisdom
and grace, Christ overrules this in grace, mercy
and love and He says ‘yes’ for His Bride. This is
quite the opposite to what an ‘overture’ indicates
which, according to the Advanced Learner’s
Dictionary, means an ‘opening of negotiations
with another’. What a fanciful thought when
applied to the idea that man may negotiate his
own salvation with the Saviour! Therefore, to
compare Christ as the Church’s Bridegroom
with a man getting down on his knees before
a woman and hoping against hope she will
The Crux of the Free Offer of the Gospel, Covenant Baptist
Theological Seminary Website, Jul. 32, 2017.
8
The Free Offer, p. 13

7
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answer ‘yes’, to His proposal, is a mockery of
Christ’s electing work in choosing His Bride, the
Church, for Himself. Christ is most particular and
thorough in all He does and salvation is all His
doing. If Waldron and Hulse believe that election
is determined by the ‘willingness’, as they put
it, of the sinner, they then give mankind all the
divine attributes of our Saviour. ‘Willingness’
expresses ‘will’ but no fallen sinner has the will
to be saved unless the desire is placed in him
by the Holy Spirit for his election in Christ.
The sinner cannot negotiate with God for
his salvation
On examining the New Testament for evidence of
human initial obedience in accepting the gospel,
we find that such an idea is entirely absent from
Scripture. Indeed, there are no passages in
Scripture relating to saving obedience on the
part of man but there is very much said about
his condemnable disobedience. On the other
hand, Christ’s vicarious obedience on behalf
of man is proclaimed throughout the whole
Bible. Philippians 2:8 tells us, for instance, of
Christ: ‘And being found in fashion as a man he
humbled himself, and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross’.
Romans 5:19 drives this truth home by
stating, ‘For as by one man’s disobedience
many were made sinners, so by the obedience
of one shall many be made righteous’.
Paul is echoing Isaiah who tells us that by
Christ’s stripes we are healed.9 Christ took upon
Himself the punishment His Bride deserved and
that Bride is forever in His loving arms.
Here, we read of only One who was obedient
unto death and whose obedience replaces our
disobedience. This one-and-only Saviour is
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. Any evangelist,
preacher, pastor, or any other minister of the
gospel who preaches every man’s fanciful,
dutiful obedience as an entry into Christ’s fold,
in real life terms, actually closes that fold to
sinners and makes a false hireling of himself.
The general and universal disobedience of
fallen man
Concerning the general and universal
disobedience of all men as fallen creatures,
Scripture could not be more condemning
regarding their lost position. Paul, in Romans
3:23 preaches that, ‘All have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God.

9

Isaiah 53:5.
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We cannot possibly read into that allembracing, condemning word ‘All’, the deceitful
doctrine of duty-faith which merely seeks to give
false hope to some who are willing to swallow a
hoax. Here Ephesians 2:2 keeps us from human
fancies by telling us the plain truth. All are dead
in trespasses and sins and dead men have
dead wills. This deadness is their lot because
they live lives of disobedience and are thus by
nature the children of God’s wrath. Only God’s
faith-equipping call in Christ can awaken the
dead. Paul tells us further in Ephesians 2:12-14
concerning the history of the redeemed:
That at that time ye were without Christ,
being aliens from the commonwealth of
Israel, and strangers from the covenants
of promise, having no hope, and without
God in the world: but now in Christ Jesus
ye who sometimes were far off are made
nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is our
peace, who has made both one, and has
broken down the middle wall of partition
between us.
We note that fallen man is never ‘nigh’ to
gospel obedience until God brings him ‘nigh’.
He can never, ever, break down the wall he has
erected against God of himself. We are told
today by certain people who call themselves
New Covenant Theologians that such verses
refer only to the Jews and do not apply to their
New Age in which the Old Testament Law is
abolished and the believing remnant of the Jews
have nothing to say to the believing remnant
of the Gentiles. The Commonwealth of Israel,
or its synonym the House of Israel, includes
believers from all countries where the gospel of
Jesus Christ is preached and people are given
faith to believe and follow it.

Three New Titles from Go Publications

Discovering Christ In Philippians
New Commentary in Pastor Fortner’s popular study series

Discovering Christ In Ruth
Back in print Pastor Fortner’s study in Ruth (KJV)

Grace For Today

New Edition of Pastor Fortner’s Daily Readings
Available from Go Publications at: http://go-newfocus.co.uk/books
Purchases through Paypal or credit card. Also available from Amazon
and Ossett Christian Bookshop Tel. 01924 260502.
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I am continually told by my New Covenant
Theology and Fullerite friends that the
Commonwealth of Israel or the House of
Israel preached formerly by the Prophets in
the sense of the remnant of believers, is now
extinct. Recently, I was reminded and reassured
that it was not so by a sermon preached by
our friend Peter Meney on the Syrophenician
Gentile woman recorded in the Gospels.10 This
chosen woman who was given faith to believe
was not a Jew but she was nevertheless placed
amongst the lost sheep of the House of Israel
where she found salvation in Christ. Those
who are members of the Commonwealth and
House of Israel are called the ‘New Jerusalem’
by both the Old Testament and New Testament
authors and the members of these communities
are those who freely have been given faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ in spite of their natural
disobedience. Jesus is always looking for lost
sheep whatever their former beliefs or rather
un-beliefs were.
Duty-faith is not a human attribute but a gift
from God
The general tenor of Scripture teaches that
man’s total disobedience condemns him and
does not help him to faith at all. True Christians
are obedient because of Christ’s obedience
acting vicariously within them. Christ is obedient
on our behalf. The duty of believing comes
therefore not through man’s nature in his fallen
state of disobedience but through the gift of God
in Christ which delivers man from his state of
absolute depravity which includes his absolute
disobedience. There is thus no human agency
or inherent power in fallen man which could
lead to playing any part in his own salvation
and he cannot realise of himself the part Jesus
Christ played in being obedient unto death for
the sake of His elect Bride. Greater love hath
no man than this that He laid down His own life
for His Bride. Even man’s greatest self-love
cannot free him from self-condemnation and
self-destruction.
Thus, fallen human obedience regarding
spiritual matters is a theme entirely absent
from Scripture which sticks to facts. Such an
obedience or even a duty to exercise such
obedience is quite foreign to fallen man who is
by nature lost to such Divine things. He is thus
entirely dependent on the Lord Jesus Christ who
exercised obedience to the Law for His elects’
sake.
10
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Mark 7:24-30; Matthew 15:22-28.

Singing senseless songs
Sadly, this teaching today contradicts blatantly
the true gospel message concerning the mercy,
justice and righteousness of God’s love for his
people. So, they sing in their services hymns
calling all sinners, void of prevenient grace and
faith, to be sensible and act according to their
own reasoning. I have quoted such hymns in my
former New Focus article on Free-Willism but
here, I might especially mention the hymn ‘Obey
the Gospel Word’, which exhorts unbelievers
to work out their ‘day of grace’ for themselves.
The hymn claims that everything appertaining to
salvation is ready for them and they only have to
‘come away’ from the world and accept it.11 Such
Wesleyan parlance is now dubbed ‘Calvinism’
by Waldron, Daniel, Hulse and co.
Sinners in a debtors’ prison
If those, such as Maurice Roberts of the Banner
of Truth who still call New Focus contributors
‘Antinomians and Hyper-Calvinists’ on their
websites for not accepting their odd ideas of
obedience and duty-faith, which they wrongly
call ‘Calvinism’, had any reliance on common
sense they would realise that debt in no way
brings with it abilities to cancel that debt. If it
were so, no debts would ensue. The truth is that
before God releases us, we are in a debtor’s
prison of our own making and the key to our
cell is solely in the hands of Christ and the door
can only be opened from the outside. However
much a duty-faith minister preaches from the
pulpit that man ought to repent and believe,
this cannot elicit obedience from the sinner
until the Lord comes into the lost soul’s life
and grants him Christ’s vicarious faith through
the obedience of Christ. Thus, repentance and
belief are not initiated by the obedience of man
but by the forgiving grace and gifts of God.
However, our duty-faith opponents do not
believe in God’s one immutable will as do
orthodox Christians but speak in confusion of
God’s many conflicting and paradoxical wills
which not only render the Father’s work arbitrary
in salvation but view Christ and the Holy Spirit
as having different wills to the Father. This acute
Anti-Trinitarian rationalising away of the gospel
amongst modern so-called Reformed teachers
will be dealt with in my next essay on counterfeit
gospels.
Believers today are sadly less discerning about the words
and theology inherent in the hymns they sing than were
past generations. The doctrine contained in hymns is just
as potent and instructive, for good or bad, as the teaching
we receive from our pulpits (Editor’s note).
11

NEW FOCUS PRINTABLE EDITION JULY 2022

ALLAN JELLETT

T

he Lord’s people today are frequently a
scattered little flock with many individuals
and families no longer able to find a
church where the gospel is faithfully preached.
Local congregations meeting publicly in a
building with a dedicated, salaried pastor who
preaches the true gospel of sovereign grace and
particular redemption are few and far between. If
a church does not preach the gospel according
to the scriptures it does not form part of the true
church of Jesus Christ and the message of
scripture to true believers is to come out from
them and remain separate.
Where does that leave true disciples who are
unable to find a physical church congregation
they can join? This is a question that vexes
many isolated believers today. In Revelation
12 we are given a vision of the true church of
God in this world of Satan’s kingdom with its
religious harlotry. The church is the woman
(Revelation 12:1) who brings forth a Child
which is Jesus Christ, the promised Seed of
the Woman (Genesis 3:15) and though Satan
strives to devour Him, Christ accomplishes His
mission of redemption for His church from the
curse of the law (Galatians 3:13). Having fulfilled
His work the Saviour returns to heavenly glory
leaving the woman (the church) in the world
(John17:15), but not without help.
Revelation 12:14 tells us the church is given
two wings of a great eagle that she might fly into
the wilderness, into her place – a place prepared
of God (see v. 6), where she is nourished for a
time, and times, and half a time from the face
of the serpent. This wilderness is separation
from the world, from its beasts (see Revelation
13) and their mark which permits contented
integration and interaction with this fallen world.
It is the faith of God’s elect (Titus 1:1) which is
represented by the eagle’s wings; faith which
sees the truth of God and the falsehood of
Satan’s kingdom. The false religion of which
Christ warned his disciples (Matthew 24:23)
is part of this world from which the true sheep
NEW FOCUS PRINTABLE EDITION JULY 2022

of God are separated. So how is the woman
to be spiritually nourished in her wilderness
separation?
By the constant provision of gospel
preaching. It is my belief that the internet was
developed in the purpose and providence of
God for this very period in which we live. There
has never been easier access to Christ-exalting
preaching than there is today. Some faithful
gospel churches live-stream their services on
Sunday mornings and Sunday evenings with
the recordings available to watch at any time.
It may not be the same as being a member of
a congregation interacting socially as was the
experience of most believers in times gone
past, but we cannot deny that God has faithfully
kept his promise of feeding His church in the
wilderness that is worldly religion.
What about that missing face-to-face
fellowship? Use email, social media, and audio
and video messaging to keep in touch and
interact with true brothers and sisters, they,
too, are God’s scattered sheep. We can still
talk face-to-face though separated by great
distances. Too shy? Me too. Let’s get over it!
What about our children? Do not compromise
your children’s spiritual wellbeing by introducing
them to false religion for the sake of company!
If this is genuinely an issue then find ways to
meet other believing families for social activities
independently. What about communion? Even
remotely sharing communion is possible if we
have a love for the gospel.
Is this a time to despair and look for ways
to return the church to the ‘good old days’? Not
a bit of it. This is a time to acknowledge gladly
how the Lord is working out His purposes of
grace exactly as He has revealed and promised.
Surely, the time of His return is at hand. Let His
people be ready; watching, waiting, with Holy
Spirit oil in our lamps. Let our passion be for
faithful preaching and genuine gospel fellowship
with likeminded believers, and let time and
distance be no hurdle.

Richard Schadle

Go To Church On Eagle Wings

Morning service 11:00am
with Allan Jellett at
Biblicalgospelchurch.org
Afternoon service 5:30pm
with Peter Meney at
NewFocus.church
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Sanctification

ery much hath been said in the Christian
church respecting sanctification some
making it the work of the creature, as if
a man that is a polluted creature could sanctify
Himself; and others referring the whole work into
the sovereignty and grace of the Lord. It may not
be improper in a work of this kind to examine
the doctrine by the standard of Scripture, which,
is the only unerring standard, in order to form
a right judgment upon a point of such infinite
consequence.
It will be a sure plan in forming just conceptions
of sanctification, if we bring all that is said of it
in Scripture under these two distinct branches,
namely, the sanctification which means setting
apart, consecrating, or appointing to solemn
and holy purposes — and the sanctification
which means making that holy which before was
polluted and defiled. I venture to believe that
under one or other of these distinct particulars
everything in Scripture relating to sanctification
may be included.
Concerning the first mentioned, the
sanctification which means to set apart, to
consecrate, or appropriate, to solemn and holy
purposes, we meet with expressions in Scripture
leading to this in both Testaments. Thus it is said
that when JEHOVAH had finished the works
of creation, He blessed the seventh day, and
sanctified it — that is, set it apart for His more
immediate honour (Genesis 2:3). So again,

holy places were set apart and sanctified in
their separation from ordinary things: thus the
tabernacle, and all the vessels of the ministry
under the law were sanctified. In like manner the
first-born were all set apart as the Lord’s right —
‘The Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Sanctify
unto me all the first-born, whatsoever openeth
the womb, among the children of Israel both
of man and beast, it is mine’ (Exodus 13:1-2).
When the Lord thus claims it for His own, and
saith, it is mine, it means not that this sanctifying
it to the Lord’s use made the first-born holy, but
that it set it apart for His service. In like manner,
when the Lord Jesus Christ saith, ‘for their sakes
I sanctity myself’ (John 17:19), surely He did not
mean to say that He made Himself more holy,
for that was impossible, but that for the sake of
His church and people He set Himself apart in
dedicating Himself to God as their Surety and
Saviour. Thus much may serve to explain the
former sense of sanctification of persons and
things dedicated to God.
The other sense of sanctification in making
that holy which before was polluted and defiled,
is by much the most general sense of the term
sanctifying, in Scripture. Thus the church of the
Corinthians, when regenerated and brought into
fellowship with Christ’s mystical body, are said to
have been cleansed and purified thereby: And
such, saith the apostle, (speaking to characters
notoriously known to have been once in the
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filth and under the dominion of sin, but now
brought nigh by the blood of Christ) ‘and such
were some of you; but ye are washed, but ye
are sanctified, but ye are justified, in the name
of the Lord Jesus, and by the spirit of our God,’
(1 Corinthians 6:11).
The most essential point in sanctification is
to enquire concerning the source and fountain
of it, not being founded in creature-power,
or creature-holiness, but wholly in the Lord;
and this will very fully appear from what the
Scripture saith concerning it. All the persons
of the GODHEAD, concur and co-operate in
the work. That God the Father is the author
and giver of it, is plain from what the apostles
Paul and Jude have said. The former in his
First Epistle to the Thessalonians, prays that
the God of peace may sanctify them wholly (1
Thessalonians 5:23) — and the latter expressly
addresses his Epistle to them that are sanctified
by God the Father (Jude 1:1). That God the
Son is no less the author of sanctification is
evident, because the very purpose for which
He gave Himself for His church was that He
might sanctify and cleanse it (Ephesians 5:23).
Concerning God the Holy Ghost it is said, by
the apostle to the Thessalonians, that we are
bound to give thanks always to God, because
from the beginning the church is chosen to
salvation through sanctification of the Spirit (2
Thessalonians 2:13).
It is most blessed and refreshing to a soul thus
to trace the doctrine to its source, and behold all
the glorious persons, of the GODHEAD as the
united authors of it; and while we are justified
freely by the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
to see also that all our sanctification is of Him,
and that ‘he is made of God to us wisdom and
righteousness, sanctification and redemption,
that he that glorieth may glory in the Lord’ (1
Corinthians 1:30, 31).
Were it not for trespassing too largely in this
article, it would be blessed to trace sanctification
through all its branches, and to discover the
Lord’s hand in every one. The beginning of it is
of the Lord. ‘He’ saith Paul, ‘that hath begun the
good work in you, will perform it unto the day
of Jesus Christ’ (Philippians 1:6). The keeping
it alive in the soul is of the Lord, for He saith,
‘The path of the just is as a shining light, that
shineth more and more unto the perfect day’
(Proverbs 4:18). The restoration of it when at
any time under decaying circumstances is of
the Lord. ‘They shall revive (saith the Lord) as
the corn, and grow as the vine’ (Hosea 14:7).
‘Because I live, ye shall live also’ (John 14:19).
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The final perseverance of it is of the Lord; for
in the covenant of grace the charter runs thus
— ‘I will not turn away from them to do them
good, but I will put my fear in their hearts, that
they shall not depart from me’ (Jeremiah 32:40).
Most blessedly, therefore, and graciously the
Lord undertakes for both — I will not, saith God,
and they shall not. Glorious security! Finally
to add no more — as the commencement
of all grace and sanctification is in God, so
the consummation of all glory is in Him also.
Jesus, who justifies and sanctifies His people
freely, hath engaged to complete the whole for
JEHOVAH’S glory and His people’s happiness.
It is said that the whole purport of redemption is
that He might finally and fully, and completely,
present His church to Himself ‘a glorious church
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing,
but that it should be holy and without blemish.’
Oh, the unspeakable felicity of being clothed in
His garments of righteousness, and presented
by Jesus, and to Jesus, in that day before
JEHOVAH and a congregated world; holy, and
sanctified in His holiness and sanctity, and made
so for ever!

Going Home
By Don Fortner
Price £23.95 ($30.00) + £3.95 p&p
206 pages hardback
These seventeen chapters are all about heaven and this is the best book
I have ever read on the subject. As I read the fifth chapter, “Heaven:
The Place of Satisfaction” my heart was blessed indeed.
It is certainly a superb exposition on the subject of heaven, and how
God saves sinners in preparation for it. But you will find the book deals,
too, with all aspects of a believer’s attitude towards death, the confident
assurance of joy to come, and many helpful scriptural comforts for the
experience of dying.
I believe this book will prove to be very instructive for ministers of the
gospel, and those involved pastorally with the Lord’s people. It will be
most helpful, too, to God’s saints who live with eager expectation in
hope of eternal life with God our Saviour in our heavenly home. Oh,
the glory that awaits all of God’s blood-bought children!
Extract from Foreword by Pastor Earnie W. Lucas
Available from Go Publications at: http://go-newfocus.co.uk/books
Purchases through Paypal or credit card. Also available from Amazon.
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rom the start the two missionaries
Ziegenbalg and Plütschau had language
help from an educated Indian named
Modaliapen as we read in a letter from
Ziegenbalg to Prof. Francke dated 1st October
1706, shortly after the missionaries arrived in
Tranquebar. Modaliapen had boarded their
ship before the missionaries were able to go
ashore and asked them if he could enter their
service. His reason was that he wished to be
instructed in Christianity. After being with the
missionaries a week, his request to remain
permanently with the Mission was accepted.
This was seen as an act of God introducing the
new missionaries to India, and well-educated
Modaliapen proved of immense value as the
Europeans in Tranquebar ignored him so he
was free to work for the Mission unhindered and
served as a mediator and translator between
the Mission and the King of Tanjore. This royal
person had been ‘paid off’ by the Danish East
India Company but still had a good deal of
influence. Ziegenbalg persuaded local traders
to give their slaves two hours of freedom each
day to be instructed in the gospel and receive a
basic education. A number of German traders
(Ziegenbalg says ‘viele’, that is ‘many’), asked
Ziegenbalg to preach to them weekly. The
Danish chaplains protested strongly against
this move as it meant the Germans would not
attend their services but receive the gospel
from one more able to preach it.

Bartholomäus
Ziegenbalg

How the missionaries learnt Tamil
Now happy to be with the poor, casteless people
of Tranquebar, Ziegenbalg and Plütschau
made speedy headway with the languages
used around them. Ziegenbalg soon started
catechizing in Tamil, using Luther’s catechism
which he had quickly translated. Ziegenbalg
described how he and Plütschau learnt the
language:

(1683-1719)

We did indeed have a Malabar1
teacher of our own. However we did
not know where we should get the
vocabulary and an understanding of the
construction of this language, since the
school master could show us reading
and writing but knew no Portuguese
and could not explain anything to us.
After this we got acquainted with a
Malabaree who … besides his own

Serving Christ in India
Part Three: Learning the Tamil language
1

Ziegenbalg used the terms ‘Malabar’ and ‘Tamil’
interchangeably.
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language spoke Portuguese, Danish,
Dutch, and German well. Him we
employed at fixed pay as our translator,
and through him daily acquired
many Malabar words, up to several
thousands, and memorized them well.
After that, we busied ourselves to get
the declensions and conjugations, and
began to read books in this language.
God let everything progress well. Then
the Commandant recommended to us a
grammar in the Portuguese language,
written by a missionary of the King
of France. We obtained a number
of books in the Malabar language,
prepared by Catholics, which almost
led us into dangerous heresies but not
into an understanding of the language
or a Christian style of writing. We had
no means of knowing with what words
and expressions we should explain
spiritual matters in order not to give
them a heathen flavour. The best book,
so necessary and so useful, was their
Gospel-book. This we examined first
of all and took all the vocabulary and
expressions to make ourselves well
acquainted and use them in our daily
conversations. After that we worked
through other books so that in eight
months had come so far that with God’s
grace I was able to read, write, and
speak in this very difficult language and
understand the conversation of others.2
The Tamil scholar who was now employed
by the missionaries was Atakapa, a former
translator for the Danish East India Company.
Three years of reading Tamil literature
In the documents preserved by Arno Lehmann,
Ziegenbalg tells us that for the first three
years he had hardly read a book in any other
language than Tamil so that he could master
the language. Each morning from seven to
eight he practised the words and phrases he
See E. Arno Lehmann It Began at Tranquebar via M.
J. Lutz’ translation into English, p. 24, The Christian
Literature Society, Chennai, 1956. For copies of the
original letters see Arno Lehmann (Mitwirkende)
Alte Briefe aus Indien: Unveröffentliche Briefe von
Bartholomäus Ziegenbalg 1706-1719. Many of these
letters are in the Public Domain. Prof. Daniel Jeyaraj has
translated and published much of Ziegenbalg in his works.
See especially Bartholomäus Ziegenbalg, the Father of
Modern Mission: An Indian Assessment, ISPCK, 2006.
2
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had just learnt in speech and writing. Then
from eight until noon, he studied books in the
Tamil language, writing down expressions he
could use in preaching and catechising, guided
by a Tamil teacher who helped Ziegenbalg put
the poetic words which few ordinary Tamils
understood into colloquial speech. There
was no literature available in the common
tongue so Bartholomäus had to be creative.
Favourable books were read over a hundred
times in Ziegenbalg’s ‘spare time’ so that he
could secure every word and its pronunciation
in his memory. Even at meals, the missionary
had Tamil texts read to him whilst eating. After
preaching and witnessing and organising the
Mission for several hours, in the evenings,
Ziegenbalg had books read to him in Tamil
from seven to eight o’clock, partly to save his
eyes and partly to be sure of the pronunciation.
He then went out into the streets and practised
what he had learnt through witnessing for
Christ. He was then active until well into the
night in spite of his poor health.
Ziegenbalg’s first mistake
As most of the Danish officials held slaves,
and the caste system was prevalent, both
missionaries first sought to bring the slaves and
the low castes under the gospel. They provided
extra care for the Pariahs or ‘untouchables’
who had no caste at all. It is here, however,
that Ziegenbalg acted unwisely and gained
opposition from a number of Indians. The event
made Ziegenbalg thoroughly ashamed of his
action and he confessed openly that he had
done wrong, winning back those whom he had
angered. Ziegenbalg visited a pagoda or small
temple which displayed porcelain statues of
Isparae, the local name for Siva, and being ‘full
of godly zeal’, as he thought, on the spur of the
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moment knocked the heads off a number of
figures and entirely smashed others. However,
instead of lynching the missionaries, the
priests of Siva explained courteously that the
ornaments the missionaries destroyed were
not gods but merely representative of the forces
God employed in the world. They also explained
to Ziegenbalg with many true examples how
pagan they felt Europeans were. Ziegenbalg
agreed with them. Indeed, Ziegenbalg could
not help agreeing with the Tamils concerning
many of his fellow Europeans who assumed
the name of Christian.
Ziegenbalg and the caste system
When one reads Ziegenbalg’s description of
the caste system in his book Malabarisches
Heidentum one quickly notices his descriptions
neither tally closely to those of previous
writers nor those of later ones. This is perhaps
because Ziegenbalg had mostly to do with
the down to earth lower castes which were
classified either according to occupations or
to the lack of them whereas the higher castes
were supposedly related to the gods and were
not considered truly as people of this world.
The Jesuits had kept up the caste system
because they thought it reflected Western
social classes which they accepted as God’s
will. Indeed, it is obvious that they assisted in
caste classification and thus influenced the
Indians. On the whole, Western Colonials kept
up the caste system placing themselves at the
head of it. Ziegenbalg, however, saw the caste
system as more according to temporary social
status rather than godly connections and sees
his Sudras and other lower castes leaving
room for development either up the social
scale or down it. On page 198 he thus writes:
Each individual must abide by the
profession into which he is born. If,
however, he is able through skill or
prudence to become a person of rank,
he is free to do so. In the same way, if he
cannot sustain himself by his profession,
he can start up a business or enter the
service of others.
This would mean that a person could
possibly gain a higher caste or lose his
caste for a lower one, or become casteless.
Ziegenbalg even gives examples of castes
which later dealt with different occupations and
social ranks. Anyone, however, dealing with
the Hindu caste system from the earliest times
20

to the present age will see that caste theories
have altered considerably over the centuries.
Though Ziegenbalg taught that all were
equal in Christ, some later missionaries built
churches with three or four wings to isolate
caste from caste.
Early successes and difficulties
Though still in their first year the missionaries
made a good number of converts but these
were rejected by their families and treated
as Pariahs. As conversions increased, they
were accepted more and more by their Hindu
and Muslim neighbours as everyone saw the
great change in the behaviour of the newly
converted. Thankfully, Ziegenbalg found that
the ancient Tamil writers criticised the caste
system so he used their works to persuade
the inhabitants of Tranquebar forward against
the practice. It was easier to denounce the
practice when it came from an Indian rather
than European source. It was also his desire
that when Indian’s became Christians there
should be no caste system to prevent them
worshipping together.
Hassius allies with the Jesuits
Indeed, it was not the native Hindus with their
caste-system which gave the missionaries
most opposition but the Jesuits who had allied
with the supposedly Protestant Danes and
become extremely malignant.3 Hassius’ the
local commandant of the Danish East India
Company, treated the missionaries most
erratically, variously allowing them freedom
to preach and treating them as unwanted
intruders. He allowed, for instance, Ziegenbalg
to baptize his first converts in the Danish Zion
Church in 1707 when he preached in Tamil,
but when a further fifty or more were ready for
baptism, Hassius became aggressive towards
the Mission again. The young Church defied
him by building their own place of worship
in stone at the other side of the road facing
the Danish Church in June 1707, just a year
after Ziegenbalg’s and Plütschau’s arrival
in Tranquebar. Because of difficulties with
the Company Hassius led, this was formerly
opened for worship in August of the following
year. Ziegenbalg found a newly baptised
convert eager to preach the gospel to his own
people so started to train him as a catechist.
Soon several more volunteered to go out into
the highways and byways with the gospel.
3

There was a Jesuit church in Tranquebar.
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‘Blessed are they that mourn’

S

ooner or later we all experience the death
and loss of a loved one. It may be the
most testing trial we ever have to face: a
wife or a husband, a mother or father, a brother
or sister, a child. Yet, child of God, know this,
there is divine grace even in bereavement for
a believer, and spiritual comfort in trusting the
Lord when grief threatens to overwhelm our
souls.
It was our Lord who gave the promise,
‘Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be
comforted’ (Matthew 5:4), and He who declared,
‘I, even I, am he that comforteth you’ (Isaiah
51:12). Mark it down, remember it when the time
arrives, our Father, our Brother and our Friend
has made a promise; personal and particular to
you, of a special portion of help for the special
form of need that is bereavement.
It is to the promises of scripture our minds
must turn when waves of sorrow overwhelm our
days and new depths of grief, as yet unplumbed,
threaten to engulf our hearts and minds. The
promises of scripture are for you, dear saint.
They were inspired by the Holy Ghost, recorded
by men of like passions as ourselves, and have
been tested, proved, and confirmed to be true
by countless generations to whom they have
been sanctified by the love of Christ. It is Jesus
who says, ‘Let not your heart be troubled: ye
believe in God, believe also in me’, and adds,
‘I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to
you’ (John 14:1, 18).
However much the Lord’s family may be
distressed and disturbed by the changes of life
and the passing of loved ones, they shall never
be left destitute of mercy and grace. The promise
to Paul is equally to you who mourn in Zion, ‘My
grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is
made perfect in weakness’ (2 Corinthians 12:9).
We delight in the brightness of Christ’s glory, yet
in this moment our emptiness and loss is the
dark background against which the splendour
of His goodness shines.
Submissiveness is seen as negative by
today’s wisdom but in the walk of faith it is a
positive attribute taught by sovereign grace.
Our experience of God’s grace and goodness
does not begin and end in our conversion. Far
from it! We long to know the Lord more, day by
day, to grow in grace, to deepen our faith and
enlarge our appreciation of spiritual truth, yet
the means by which this comes is never easy.
John Newton wrote,
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I asked the Lord that I might grow
In faith, and love, and every grace;
Might more of His salvation know,
And seek more earnestly His face.
’Twas He who taught me thus to pray,
And He, I trust, has answered prayer;
But it has been in such a way
As almost drove me to despair.
The Lord’s people have no command or
example to pray for afflictions or wish hardship
upon themselves. Tribulation will come without
being sought and is not to be prayed for.
Yet, God in His wisdom will teach His people
submission to His sovereign will that they might
thereby discover divine love, and experience
spiritual comfort in the depths of personal loss.
Our Saviour learned obedience by the things
that He suffered. Shall not His followers expect
the same? It is after we are humbled under the
mighty hand of God that we shall be exalted in
due time. We must be brought low before we
can be lifted up. It is the ploughed and tilled field
that produces the best fruit.
The heart of our case is this. Let us under
our heavy burdens look to Jesus to give strength
and support. Only then shall we be able to
resist the enemy of God’s elect when he tries to
darken our mind, disquiet our spirit, distress our
soul, disturb our peace, destroy our confidence
and damage our comfort in the dim paths of this
world. ‘Yea, though I walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou
art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort
me’ (Psalm 23:4).
It is our gift and privilege to trust a loving
God and Saviour who delights to treat us
with the goodness and gentleness His love
demands. Our God is wise, holy, and good to
His people both when He gives and when He
takes away that which He has given. When this
world changes, remember, God changes not.
We fix our eyes too readily on the blessings
we receive rather than upon the divine Giver
whose hand supplies. All true life, peace and
happiness comes from Christ and we must
look to him to provide it. Isaac Watts wrote, ‘All
needed grace will God bestow, and crown that
grace with glory, too.’
It is in dark days that believers prove the
comfort, peace and light in God’s promises.
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My Jesus

Who was it ’ere time’s race began,
Foresaw the ruin’d state of man,
For him devis’d salvation’s plan?
My Jesus.

Who from the tomb triumphant rose,
Whereby for me he did disclose
That He had vanquished all my foes?
My Jesus.

Who did a pardon full procure
For me, likewise a boundless store
Of mercies that are ever sure?
My Jesus.

Who in the covenant of grace,
Gave my poor name a humble place,
As one that should see God’s blest face?
My Jesus.

Who then ascended up on high
Beyond the bright ethereal sky,
Where He doth hear each heartfelt sigh?
My Jesus.

Who comforts my poor trembling heart,
When I’m afraid I have no part
In Christ, but from Him shall depart?
My Jesus.

Who, when man fell by grevious sin,
Willing appeared my soul to win,
For me God’s righteous wrath drank in?
My Jesus.

Who there with all His glorious might,
In my poor cause doth take delight,
And pleads for me in God’s own right?
My Jesus.

Who does this every trying hour,
When Satan would me quick devour,
On my behalf display His power?
My Jesus.

Who on the Lord’s appointed day,
Appeared on earth, and there to stay
Till all my guilt was borne away?
My Jesus.

Who watched me when a helpless child
I lay, and needed treatment mild,
And who for me all foes hath foiled?
My Jesus.

Who safely leads my soul along,
And looses my poor stammering tongue,
To praise the Lord with a new song?
My Jesus.

Who precious words did oft record,
Which doth my soul great peace afford,
Concerning the redeeming Lord?
My Jesus.

Who when I ran in sin’s dark way
And seemed determin’d myself to slay,
My sinful footsteps then did stay?
My Jesus.

Who feeds my soul from day to day,
And keeps me in the narrow way,
That finally I cannot stray?
My Jesus.

Who wrought for me a righteousness
To cover sinful nakedness
And prove for me a glorious dress?
My Jesus.

Who made me o’er my sins to mourn,
To tremble at my state forlorn,
As one in sin’s dominion born?
My Jesus.

Who guides me thro’ this world of grief,
And often ministers relief
To me, who am of sinners chief?
My Jesus.

Who freely for a ransom gave
Himself, thereby my soul to save,
To live with Him beyond the grave?
My Jesus.

Who led me to a throne of grace,
And humbly there before God’s face,
To lay in fear my trembling case?
My Jesus.

Who keeps me from the fowler’s snare,
Thereby makes known I have a share
In His almighty watchful care?
My Jesus.

Who shed His own most precious blood.
And as a surety for me stood,
Thus reconciling me to God?
My Jesus.

Who then presented my poor prayers
To God, who could remove my fears,
And wipe away my sorrowing tears?
My Jesus.

Who when I am with guilt press’d down,
Does unto me His love make known,
Thus all my sins entire doth drown?
My Jesus.
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Troublemakers At Frankfurt
Who when my body’s rack’d with pain,
Doth sweetly show that death is gain,
Whereby a rest I shall obtain?
My Jesus.
Who my affliction sanctifies,
Makes known I’m His by sacred ties,
And by whose strength again I rise?
My Jesus.
Who leads me then to praise my King,
Shelter’d beneath His mighty wing,
Of sov’reign mercy loud to sing?
My Jesus.
Who will be with me all my days,
And to His own almighty praise,
Will keep me in His holy ways?
My Jesus.
Who when upon my dying bed,
I in death’s valley dark shall tread,
Will on me beams of mercy shed?
My Jesus.
Who then will be my staff and rod?
And prove Himself a present God
To guide me thro’ this trying road?
My Jesus.
Who will my spirit safe convey
To heaven, where an eternal day,
Before my wondering eyes shall lay.
My Jesus.
Who at the judgment day will raise
My body to His own great praise,
Entirely free from sinful traits?
My Jesus.
Who will before Jehovah’s throne
With great delight my person own,
And give to me a glorious crown?
My Jesus.
Who then will feast my soul with joy,
With pleasures pure without alloy,
Above where sin cannot annoy?
My Jesus.
Joseph Thrift
Zion’s Trumpet Vol. XXIII - June 1855
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That the purpose of God according to election might stand

Pastor Peter L. Meney

New Focus Church is an online
fellowship of believers who love the
doctrines of free grace but perhaps
struggle to find local gospel ministry,
or a regular opportunity to share with
likeminded believers around the Word
of God. During the Covid-lockdowns
we realised there were many people
for whom access to sovereign grace
preaching was difficult. We hope that
New Focus Church will help meet that
need.
Our online congregation meets each
Lord’s day at 5:30 pm in the UK on
the church’s YouTube channel ...

New Focus Church Online

Go to YouTube and
type in New Focus
Church Online

... and you are welcome to join us from
anywhere in the world for a time of
worship, ministry and prayer, privately
in your own home, or together with
friends and family.
Our worship is serious, thoughtful
and recognises the majesty of the
One whom we gather to worship and
praise. We believe that lifting up the
Lord Jesus Christ in gospel preaching
is the essence of the church’s worship
and continuing purpose in this world.
All our services are conducted using
the KJV of the Bible.

New Focus Church Online YouTube channel

In addition to our broadcasts we
have a church website where notices
concerning forthcoming services
can be found, an introduction to the
passage being preached and hymns
that will be used in the service. There
are also links to past services and
other resources visitors might find
useful. Our website address is:

NewFocus.Church

(There is no .com or .co.uk at the end.)

We also value the great privilege
and opportunity broadcasting on
YouTube provides for reaching casual
listeners worldwide who may be
unfamiliar with church-going and who
discover our services, dare we say,
accidentally. We trust the Lord may
be pleased in His good providence to
introduce the gospel of sovereign grace
to new hearers by this means.
Come and join us on Sunday, or
if you know someone who can’t get
to church or just needs some extra
fellowship, send them our link. Pray
with us that the Lord will use these
services to send His gospel to a new
generation of people and that the old
paths may yet lead men and women to
a knowledge of Jesus Christ as Lord
and Saviour.

Service times in different time zones are available on the
NewFocus.Church website on the Upcoming Service page.
“What time is that where I am?”

