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 Praise ye the LORD: ... He giveth snow like 
wool: he scattereth the hoarfrost like ashes. 

He casteth forth his ice like morsels: who 
can stand before his cold? He sendeth out 
his word, and melteth them: he causeth his 

wind to blow, and the waters flow
(Psalm 147:1, 16-18).

 
 

— Pioneer Peak Pioneer Peak —
Palmer, Alaska
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Hallelujah! What A Saviour

Hallelujah means ‘Praise ye Jehovah’ or, as it is frequently 
rendered in our Bibles, ‘Praise ye the Lord’. Hallelujah stands 
at the beginning of ten of the psalms (106, 111-113, 135, 146-

150), for which reason they are called ‘The Hallelujah Psalms’. It is 
the privilege of ‘the Redeemed of the Lord’ to ‘praise the Lord’. He is 
a wonderful Saviour, worthy of our praise. He has done all things well. 

Praise is properly an experience of the heart. It is the believer’s 
new song, the melody of grace, the echo of God’s Spirit in our soul. 
Paul calls it ‘making melody in your heart to the Lord’. It is the saints’ 
expression of gratitude and thanksgiving to God for the Lord Jesus 
Christ and flows out of a knowledge of our sins forgiven. The greater 
our understanding of God’s love and mercy in Christ, the sweeter will 
be our praise to Him for all He has done.

There was a time when we knew nothing of ‘Hallelujah’. Our 
utterances were all self-praise; the boasts of a braggart and the 
sneers of a rebel. We had no need of Christ and no desire after the 
holiness and purity of God. Far from seeking Him we were implacable 
enemies of His truth, wrathful children, opposed to God in our nature 
and happy to remain so. 

Today we praise the Lord because He graciously came to us when 
we were dead in sin and without hope in the world. Our salvation, 
redemption and reconciliation with God is all Christ’s work. He 
delivered us from death by carrying our sin and bearing our judgment. 
For this, and so much more, He is worthy of our praise.

Christ alone has made the difference. He removed our sin, made 
us holy and acceptable with His own righteousness and brought us 
faultless into His Father’s presence, there to sing a better song, the 
best of songs, that, ‘Salvation is of the Lord’.

Praise the Lord! He is all our righteousness. He is our justification 
and our sanctification. He has transformed our taste in music! He 
has changed our desires, converted our understanding, renewed our 
nature and put a new song in our heart. Now we desire ‘the song 
of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb’. We sing, 
‘Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and 
true are thy ways, thou King of saints’. 

The New Testament form of hallelujah is ‘alleluia’. It is used four 
times in Revelation 19 where the Apostle John reveals the vision he 
had of the church worshipping in heaven and glorifying the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is our highest comfort and happiness in this world that soon 
our everlasting employment will be the praise of the Lord in heaven. 

In God’s presence, at the throne of His glory, stands the great 
congregation of the redeemed. There the spirits of just men made 
perfect gather in eternal adoration and praise. By faith, we hear them 
sing. Soon, by sight, we shall add volume to their song and together 
our Hallelujahs shall fill the courts of heaven to everlasting.
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The sanctification of a sinner is God’s work. No one 
will ever glory before God for their obedience to 
the law or good works. Those who lay the duty of 

sanctification on a believer, to be accomplished under the 
law, have missed the central lesson. It is Christ Himself 
‘who of God is made unto us wisdom and righteousness, 
and sanctification and redemption’. 

Sanctification is the free gift of God in Christ (John 
17:17, 1 Thessalonians 5:23). It is received and enjoyed 
by faith. By faith we trust in the Lord our righteousness 
and receive His righteousness as members of Christ’s 
body. He who sanctified Himself and offered up His own 
body on the tree, sanctified to Himself a people fit for 
God’s presence. This is, ‘a glorious church, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing … holy and without 
blemish’. Faith lays hold upon these assertions, stands 
upon the promises, believes in the success of Christ and 
rests in His perfections.

‘Father, ... Sanctify Them’

New Focus Church Online
See advert on back page.

All Welcome
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DISCOVERING CHRIST IN PHILIPPIANS

Religion 
False And True

The church at Philippi was truly a wonderful 
congregation. These saints had been 
dear to Paul’s heart for many years. He 

was the first man to preach the gospel of Christ 
to them. He was their spiritual father. He had 
watched this congregation grow from a few 
young believers, who met in a clearing by the 
riverside, to a large, flourishing congregation. By 
the sustaining grace of God, they had remained 
faithful to Christ and His gospel. They were a 
source of great joy to God’s servant.
	 The Philippians were doctrinally sound. 
They were also a very generous and charitable 
people. They were united in the faith of the 
gospel. They were zealous missionaries, 
anxiously seeking the furtherance of the gospel 
and the conversion of sinners.
	 When Paul heard that the church at 
Philippi was being harassed by false teachers, 
who denied the all-sufficiency of Christ’s 
righteousness and shed blood, he was deeply 
disturbed. It seemed that a real danger was 
threatening this beloved church. There were 
some who had crept into the church who were 
‘the enemies of the cross of Christ’. They 
pretended to be God’s servants, but they were 
really the ministers of Satan. They claimed to 
be preachers of grace, but they were really 
preachers of works. They came in the name of 
Christ, but they really opposed Christ. These 
Judaizers, or legalists, had come in the name of 
the Lord seeking to impose upon God’s saints 
the law of Moses. They were wolves in sheep’s 
clothing. They did not openly deny Christ and 
the gospel of the grace of God. But they sought 
to mix law and grace.
	 Because of this danger, Paul used vigorous 
and unmistakable language to warn God’s 
church about these false prophets and the 
false religion which they were peddling. He 
knew the jeopardy the church was in. He knew 
any mixture of law and grace is total denial of 
grace (Romans 11:6). He knew any doctrine 
that teaches men that salvation can be attained, 
maintained, or improved by works of personal 
righteousness is total apostasy (Galatians 5:1-
4). 

Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the 
Lord. To write the same things to 
you, to me indeed is not grievous, 
but for you it is safe. Beware of dogs, 
beware of evil workers, beware of the 
concision.

Philippians 3:1, 2
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DON FORTNER

 	 I realise that the greatest danger to the 
souls of eternity bound sinners is the danger of 
false religion. The Word of God warns of this 
repeatedly. Untold multitudes have perished 
and are perishing today because false prophets 
have given them a false hope and deceived 
them with a false religion. Religion without Christ 
is the most deadly evil in the world. ‘There is a 
way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end 
thereof are the ways of death’ (Proverbs 16:25). 
‘To the law and to the testimony: if they speak 
not according to this word, it is because there is 
no light in them’ (Isaiah 8:20). Read: Jeremiah 
5:30, 31; 6:13, 14; Ezekiel 34:1-6; Amos 8:11; 
Matthew 7:13-15; 2 Corinthians 11:1-4, 13-15; 
2 Timothy 4:3, 4; 2 Peter 2:1-3; 1 John 4:1.

An exhortation
Remember this Epistle was written under the 
direct inspiration of God the Holy Spirit. It was 
written for the Philippians and us too. What Paul 
says to them he says to us. These things were 
written for our learning and admonition.
	 Chapter 3 begins with Paul’s final admonition 
to his beloved brethren at Philippi. He had 
some strong, stern warnings to give. But his 
final word to his friends begins with a tender 
exhortation. He says, ‘Finally, my brethren, 
rejoice in the Lord’ (v. 1). He is addressing God’s 
true children, continually admonishing those 
who truly belong to Christ to rejoice in him.
	 Life is full of disappointments, frustrations, 
and sorrows. But no matter our circumstances, 
as children of God, if we have Christ, if we 
are washed in His blood and robed in His 
righteousness, we always have reason to 
rejoice. The more we rejoice in Christ, the more 
willing we will be to do or suffer anything for His 
name’s sake, and the less likely it will be that 
anything will draw us away from him. God give 
us grace to believe Nehemiah’s words to the 
people, ‘The joy of the Lord is your strength’ 
(Nehemiah 8:10).
	 Paul had warned the people of Philippi 
before of false brethren; now he is about to 
warn them again, with good reason. ‘To write 
the same things to you, to me indeed is not 
grievous, but for you it is safe’ (v. 1). This is what 
Paul is saying, ‘It is no irksome task to me to 
warn you of those who would ruin your souls, 
because I know that you need this safeguard.’ 
Then, in the spirit of faithfulness to Christ and 
love for the souls of men, Paul denounces 
all false religion in no uncertain terms, and 
describes the characteristics of true religion in 
the simplest terms possible.

A warning
‘Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware 
of the concision’ (v. 2). The apostle is here giving 
us a serious warning. He is not talking about 
men and women from some far eastern cult. 
He is not talking about those false religions of 
ancient history; Hinduism, Judaism, or Islam. He 
is not talking about the idolatrous false religions 
that have sprung up in more recent history; 
the Campbellites, Pentecostals, Mormons or 
Russellites. Paul is talking about people who 
claim to be true Christians, men who claim to 
preach Christ and worship God.
	 These men and women were members of 
a church very much like our own, but they had 
a false religion. Paul says to the true people of 
God, ‘Beware! Beware! Beware!’ He uses that 
word ‘Beware’ like the blows of a gavel, saying, 
‘Give me your attention. The danger of false 
religion is threatening you!’ Here he is warning 
them to take heed and beware of false prophets 
(Matthew 7:15). 
	 He is talking about every preacher of free-
will, works religion. He is talking about every 
preacher who would attempt to bring us under 
the yoke of bondage to the law. He is talking 
about every preacher who makes salvation to 
be, in any way or to any degree, the work of 
man. Paul is talking about every false prophet 
in the world, every man who comes in the name 
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DISCOVERING CHRIST IN PHILIPPIANS

of God, but does not preach the gospel of God’s 
free and sovereign grace in Christ. 
	 Very few people today have ever heard the 
gospel of the grace of God. Today’s gospel 
emphasizes what the sinner does for God, 
rather than what God does for the sinner. Mark 
this well, salvation is something God does for 
you, not something you do for God. Today’s 
gospel emphasises heaven and hell, rather 
than the real issues of Christ and sin. Today’s 
gospel is a message to the head, rather than a 
message to the heart. Today’s gospel calls on 
men to stand up and be counted, whereas the 
gospel of God calls on men to bow down and 
worship.
	 Paul denounced those who preached a 
false gospel in the strongest terms possible. 
He said, ‘Beware of dogs’. He calls them dogs 
because that is what the Word of God calls male 
prostitutes (Deuteronomy 23:18; Isaiah 56:10, 
11). They are those men who prostitute the 
gospel of Christ and the glory of God for gain. As 
a dog returns to its own vomit, these men return 
to legal works. Like mad dogs, they bite and 
devour God’s saints. Being greedy, covetous, 
self-serving dogs, they make merchandise of 
the souls of men, and though they claim to be 
building up the kingdom of God, they are not 
even in it. 
	 Then, he says, ‘Beware of evil workers’, 
referring to those same dogs (preachers) who 
appear sincere and zealous, but draw attention 
away from Christ and what He has done, to man 
and what man is to do. They teach, preach and 

promote man-centred, works-based, free-will 
religion (Matthew 7:22, 23). The good works of 
religion without Christ are the most abominably 
evil works done in this world. All works of 
religion, morality and righteousness performed 
by men with the hope of meriting God’s favour 
or turning away His anger are evil works!
	 Next, Paul warns, ‘Beware of the concision’. 
They called themselves ‘the circumcision; Paul 
calls them ‘the concision’, flesh cutters. They 
called themselves preservers of truth; Paul 
called them perverters of truth. They called 
themselves healers of strife; Paul called them 
promoters of strife and division. Those who 
are of the concision are men and women who 
teach, in hope of winning God’s favour, one 
should cut, mutilate, and otherwise punish the 
body. They are men who mutilate the gospel of 
Christ and the souls of men, not by an avowed 
denial of the gospel, but by a deceitful corruption 
of the gospel. Paul is urging us to beware any 
preacher or any doctrine that elevates man, 
and what man does. In other words, beware of 
Christless religion.

False religion
We are plagued in our day with men who 
have prostituted the gospel of Christ. They 
are prophets of deceit. The religion they 
peddle is a false religion and those who follow 
them will awake in the day of judgment to 
find their preachers have led them headlong 
to destruction. I warn you, for Christ’s sake, 
beware of dogs! Beware of evil workers! Beware 
of the concision! I lay nine solemn charges 
against the preachers of our day. I speak plainly 
and candidly, because the souls of men, the 
gospel of Christ, and the glory of God are at 
stake.

	 1. They preach in the name of God, 
but rob Him of His essential glory as God: 
His absolute sovereignty, His perfect 
holiness, and His inflexible justice.
	 2. They talk much about the sins of 
men, but say nothing about the sin of 
man.
	 3. They preach much about the death 
of Christ, but deny the efficacy of His 
blood and the merits of His atonement.
	 4. They preach much about the love 
of God, but reduce His love to nothing 
but a sentimental, helpless goodwill.
	 5. They preach ‘salvation by grace 
alone’, but the grace they preach is 
entirely dependent upon the sinner for 
its power.

Discovering Christ In Philippians

Available from Go Publications at: 
http://go-newfocus.co.uk/books 

Purchases through Paypal or credit card. 
Also available from Amazon.

Don Fortner

Price £30.00 ($40.00) + £2.95 p&p
188 pages hardback     ISBN:978-1-908475-23-7

Paul is in prison and awaiting death in Rome. He 
writes to caring friends; encouraging, advising and 
admonishing them in such matters as are truly important 
in life such as joy, patience, contentment and faith in 
Jesus Christ.



7NEW FOCUS  PRINTABLE EDITION JULY 2025

Going Home
Comfort and help for those nearing the end of earthly life

By Don Fortner
Price £23.95 ($30.00) + £2.95 p&p

206 pages hardback

I believe this book will prove to be very instructive for ministers of the 
gospel, and those involved pastorally with the Lord’s people. It will be 
most helpful, too, to God’s saints who live with eager expectation in 
hope of eternal life with God our Saviour in our heavenly home. Oh, 
the glory that awaits all of God’s blood-bought children!

Pastor Earnie W. Lucas

Available from Go Publications at: http://go-newfocus.co.uk/books Purchases 
through Paypal or credit card. Also available from Amazon.

DON FORTNER

	 6. They preach righteousness, but 
the righteousness they preach is the 
righteousness men perform, not the 
righteousness of God imputed to men in 
Christ.
	 7. They preach salvation as an act of 
the mind and body, rather than a renewal 
of the heart by sovereign grace.
	 8. They preach Christ as a Saviour 
to keep men out of hell, but deny the 
necessity of surrender to Christ as Lord.
	 9. They preach those things which 
men want to hear, and conceal or deny 
those things which are offensive to men 
as a whole.

	 Modern religion reduces the triune God to 
nothing but a weak, defeated, frustrated figment 
of man’s imagination. Modern fundamentalism 
worships an idol moulded from the corruption of 
the human heart, garnished with the ornaments 
of depraved brains, and painted with the words 
of false preachers. Modern religion makes God 
a spectator, helplessly watching to see what 
men will do with His creation. It makes Christ 
a frustrated, defeated failure who has done His 
best to save men, but His best was not enough. 
It makes the Holy Spirit a helpless influence for 
good which man may either obey or refuse.

True religion
True religion is an effectual operation of divine 
grace in the heart. True religion rejoices in Christ 
(Jeremiah 9:23, 24; 1 Corinthians 1:30, 31). 
The word ‘rejoice’ has the idea of confident joy, 
or such confidence and faith as produces joy. 
We who believe, ‘Rejoice in Christ Jesus’. We 
rejoice in His Person, in His work, in His Word, 
in His will, in His providence, in His promise, 
and in His love. 
	 True religion is not outward but inward and 
spiritual. False religion is outward and carnal. 
True religion is a matter of the heart. It is the 
spiritual, heart worship of God (1 Samuel 16:7; 
Isaiah 66:1-4; John 4:24). True religion is a 
Person. False religion emphasises things. True 
religion looks to Christ and rests in what He has 
done. False religion looks to and rests in what 
man has done. True religion has no confidence 
in the flesh; no, not in the experiences, emotions, 
or works of the flesh. Our complete confidence 
is in Christ, not in ourselves, but in Christ alone. 
True religion is a personal, living, and continual 
knowledge of Christ. Christ is the foundation, the 
centre, the sum, and the essence of all saving 
faith. 

	 God’s true servants, those who are called 
and sent of God to preach the true gospel, are 
not at all like the prophets of deceit. They are 
different in their motives and in their message. 
The test of every preacher is this: What does 
he preach?
	 I can tell you five things that will characterise 
the ministry of every man who is sent of God to 
preach the gospel:

	 1. He will preach that man is nothing 
but a loathsome mass of sin (Romans 
3:9-19).
	 2. He will preach that God is a God of 
sovereign purpose and irresistible power 
(Romans 11:33-36).
	 3. He will preach Christ as an effectual 
Redeemer and prevailing Intercessor 
(Hebrews 10:11-14).
	 4. He will preach that the Holy Spirit 
is the Divine Giver and Preserver of life 
(John 6:63).
	 5. He will preach that all the fulness of 
grace and glory is in Christ (1 Corinthians 
1:30).

	 I have warned you plainly of false religion. It 
is the greatest danger you will ever face. Give 
it no credibility and offer it no support. God our 
Father is a Spirit and He is seeking men to 
worship Him in spirit and in truth. To worship 
Him you must worship Him in the truth of the 
gospel, you must worship Him in your heart, 
and you must worship Him by confident faith in 
Christ alone. In true religion, Christ is all!
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Part 2: Hart as a Translator (1744-1751)

The Life Of Joseph Hart

THOMAS WRIGHT

In ‘this abominable state’, says Hart, ‘I 
continued a loose backslider, an audacious 
apostate, a bold-faced rebel, for nine or ten 

years, not only committing acts of lewdness 
myself, but infecting others with the poison 
of my delusions, I published several pieces 
on different subjects, chiefly translations of 
the ancient heathens, to which I prefixed 
prefaces and sub-joined notes of a pernicious 
tendency, and indulged a freedom of thought 
far unbecoming a Christian.’

The books to which he refers particularly are 
his translations of Phocylides and Herodian. 
From the time of Elizabeth downwards, 
translation from the classics had been the 
pastime – for in most cases the incentive was 
pleasure – of a long line of English gentlemen. 
The golden age of translation – that of North’s 
Plutarch, Hobbes’s Thucydides, and Adlington’s 
Apuleius – had indeed passed away, but it had 
been succeeded by an age that was respectable 
though not brilliant – that of John Clarke, ‘Mr. 
Cooke’, Philip Francis, and William Melmoth, 
and it may have been the success of some 
of these writers that incited Hart to similar 
exertions. For the work of a translator he was 
admirably equipped. An excellent classical 
scholar, he had read with avidity every known 
Greek and Roman writer. Again, if he was deeply 
versed in Livy, Tacitus, Ovid, Horace, whose ‘Art 
of Poetry’ was one of his enthusiasm’s, the 
horribly curious Suetonius, who was his special 
favourite, and other classics, he was also deeply 
versed in such writers as Orosius, that ‘learned 
editor Henry Stevens’, and the ‘ingenious 
Salmasius’. He had indeed Salmasius’s own 
hunger for knowledge, and his salient ambition 
in those days was to win the reputation of a 
scholar. His rendering of Phocylides – or rather 

of ‘The Preceptive Poem’ attributed to that 
author – appeared in May, 1744. It consists 
of a preface the concluding portion of which 
is in execrable taste, and the Translation, with 
voluminous notes. In the preface, Speaking of 
the original, Hart says, ‘the style is masculine 
and nervous, not embellish’d with tropes, or 
set off with imagery; but majestic and simple, 
as the dignity and importance of the subject 
required. The language of Phocylides – one of 
the compactest of ancient writers – influenced 
healthily him who must be pronounced the 
compactest of English poets. The following 
citations will give some idea of Hart’s translation:

For favour wrest not judgment: nor reject
A poor man’s suit; nor show the least respect
Of persons, but remember, God will be,
If e’er of those judgest wrong, a Judge to thee.

Again,
One moment men some sudden ill endure,
And find the next some unexpected cure.

In another couplet we are bidden to shun 
the contagion of the worthless. Phocylides was 
an ardent advocate of matrimony, for does he 
not say:

Remain not single, lest obscure thou die,
And buried in oblivion nameless lie;
Render to nature what for thee was done,
And be a father as thou wast a son.

Then we are taught our duty to those around 
about us:

Love all thy kindred with unfeigned respect,
Revere the head with hoary honours deckt,
Rise to a senior, and resign thy seat,
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And show him all regard and homage meet;
For thy domestics keep no scanty board,
His undiminished hire to each afford.

And there are other verses on what Hart in 
his title to hymn 7 of his Appendix calls, ‘The 
Relative Duties’. When he was writing that 
hymn, doubtless he was thinking of the apostle’s 
words in the fifth of Ephesians, but it is probable 
that he also had in mind some of Phocylides’ 
maxims; and other lines in his hymn-book have 
a Phocylidian ring. Although here and there we 
find a happy expression, Hart’s translation is 
not literature. The notes are heavy as well as 
voluminous, and most are quite unnecessary 
to the elucidation of the text, which, indeed, 
scarcely requires an attention.

Having launched the Phocylides, Hart turned 
his attention to other classical writers, and on 
25th  Nov, 1749, he published a translation 
of Herodian. The work is advertised in the 
London Evening Post, Tuesday Nov. 21st, to 
Thursday Nov. 23rd, and also in the number 
dated Nov 23rd to Nov. 25th. At the end of the 
advertisement appears ‘N.B. – Such gentlemen 
as have been pleased to favour the Author 
with their subscriptions are desired to send 
for their books at his lodgings, at Mr. Liford’s, 
Mathematical Instrument Maker, near the new 
church in the Strand.’ Those who do not possess 
a copy of ‘Herodian’ can obtain a tolerable idea 
of his subject-matter from the pages in Gibbon 
that cover the same; and it may be added that 
Gibbon, unlike some other scholars, had for 
Herodian a genuine respect. Hart’s work, which 
was printed for the author, consists of Preface, 
Introduction, The Translation with Notes, an 
Appendix, a Chronological Table and an Index. 
As regards the Introduction, the end he had in 
view was to endeavour ‘to say as much as was 
requisite in as small a compass as possible’. 

One of his objects in producing this work 
was the mischievous one of trying ‘to show’, by 
means of his notes, ‘the parity’, or he might in 
some articles say the identity, of the religious 
notions of the heathen with those of the Jews 
of old, and the Christians of all denominations’. 
He had set himself, indeed, the quixotic task of 
endeavouring to form a homogeneous whole 
out of incompatible materials. He was an 18th 
century Walter Pater. ‘The external evidence of 
all religions’, he goes on, ‘is much the same’. 
But the internal evidence of pure Christianity 
is invincible. I mean the divine doctrines of 
salvation and universal charity.’ Further, he 
has the grace to admit that ‘the Bible well 

deserves the title of the best book extant’, and 
we may recall that in his Unreasonableness of 
Religion he had styled it ‘that repository of sweet 
treasures’. His method of procedure is well 
illustrated by the following note in reference to 
the procession in honour of Cybele: ‘However 
odd and fantastic these dancing festivals 
among the heathen may seem to us moderns, 
I cannot but observe that there is in them a 
strong resemblance of some in use among 
the Jews … In 2 Samuel 6:14, King David 
is described as dancing before the ark in a 
very extraordinary manner … even the frantic 
behaviour of the priests of this goddess, in their 
mad processions at her festivals, so comically 
described by Juvenal (Sat. VI.), is equalled by 
the phrenzy of the Jewish prophets … Nor is 
the similitude conspicuous only in the religious 
ceremonies of the Jews and heathens, but it 
appears as plain in the several accounts of the 
political advantages made of their religion by 
their respective rulers’ – and he parallels the 
story of the rape of the Sabine virgins with the 
narrative in Judges 21:16-23. 

How wide the difference between Hart’s 
wrangling note on divination and necromancy 
and his judicious remarks on those vain studies 
in his sermon, ‘The King of the Jews’! ‘The 
Magi’, he says in the ‘Herodian’, ‘seem to have 
learnt the birth of our Saviour from the aspect 
of the heavenly bodies. That miracles may 
be performed by magicians and prophets of 
heterodox principles is plain from the story of 
the Egyptian conjurers, who, as well as Moses, 
produced several plagues. The witch of Endor 
is a glaring instance of necromancy … In a 
word, it would be the height of superstition to 
credit all the silly, absurd stories of oracles, 
augurs, conjurers, and fortune tellers among the 
pagans, yet that they sometimes revealed future 
events is confirmed at least by the testimony of 
the Scriptures’, and there is more, written for 
the most part in an unenlightened and cavilling 
spirit.

Hart’s remarks on the Lucretia incident arrest 
attention on account of his insistence on the 
power of pride, a subject with which he was to 
do so effectively in his well known hymn 58. ‘Of 
all the passions of the soul’, he says, ‘the power 
of pride is the most extensive. By this, as by a 
spring, the several movements of the human 
mind are actuated and directed. It is to this 
principle we are beholden for most of that valour 
and virtue the world so much admires. This 
was sufficiently verified in Lucretia … She who 
had been deaf to prayers and entreaties, had 

THE LIFE OF JOSEPH HART
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rejected all offered rewards, and had remained 
intrepidly firm against the threats of death itself, 
was conquered by the fear of disgrace … She 
endured adultery to save herself from the 
scandal of an adulteress.’

When Hart confines his remarks purely to 
the subject of literature he is delightful. The 
following, for example, is worthy of being written 
in letters of gold: ‘It is with books as with persons, 
they who are most trifling and capable of giving 
least instruction or benefit by their conversation, 
are commonly understood at the first or second 
interview, and seldom fail to please for a time, 
because the eye is always most sensibly struck 
with beauties which are most superficial and 
glaring. But wherever there is any instructive 
good and real work, it is generally so couched 
as not to be presently seen by a slight external 
view; but the more we grow acquainted with 
the object, the more we are delighted with its 
excellency, and the higher esteem we have of 
its intrinsic merit. Truth loves to unveil herself 
to the patient, humble, and impartial mind, but 
scorns to expose her charms to the vulgar 
eyes of traditional superstition, or the unequal 
inquiries of prejudiced infidelity; to the narrow 
views of popularity, pride, or interest, the hasty 
conclusions of self-conceit, the rash judgment 
of partial zeal, or the shallow perceptions of 
indolence or levity.’ The translation itself, like 
that of Phocylides, is simply an honest piece 
of work, without literary charm. Many of the 
sentences are wearisome, owing to their 
extreme length. The chronological table at the 
end, compiled with great labour and care from 
the best ancient historians, as well as the poets, 
who ‘in some particulars’ had been ‘very helpful’, 
bears witness, along with other features in the 
book, to the author’s industry, his love of system, 
and the orderliness of his mind. 

Hart’s reference in his Experience to these 
translations is liable to mislead, suggesting, 
as it does, annotatory vagaries in the Gibbon 
or Sir Richard Burton manner. Phocylides, 
like Juvenal and other ancient moralists, had 
unpleasant verses that have been responsible 
for fungoid horrors; but to Hart’s comments 
upon them none but the captious would take 
exception. Certainly it could not have been 
inferred from them that he was at the time living 
an immoral life. Indeed, it pleased him more to 
make tremendous dissertations on grammatical 
niceties, and to bolster up his theory of the 
moment, than to expend labour upon the erotic 
and the esoteric. His humanity and common 
sense peer through a number of passages. 

Thus he deplores the prevailing practice of 
duelling, and he denounces those men who 
‘readily improve every advantage the letter of 
the law will allow them to oppress and rack 
their weaker brother, whose only fault perhaps 
is that he is poor and defenceless. Than this 
unjust, though lawful, proceeding, nothing can 
be more dishonest and wicked, nothing more 
repugnant to the eternal dictates of benevolence 
and charity, by which external laws should 
sometimes be superseded. For such is the 
weakness of mankind, that the wisest legislators 
cannot invent or institute any law extensive 
enough to conduce in every respect to the 
good of society. The truly honest man should, 
therefore, in many cases, recede from what 
the rigour of the law would give him, because 
the strictest and most legal prosecutor is very 
often the greatest and worst offender. According 
to the old Latin proverb, Jus summum saepe 
summa injuria – law enforced to strictness often 
becomes the severest injustice.’ Nevertheless 
his annotations (and the same may be said of 
his prefaces) have indubitably an unpleasant 
– a grating – tone. In some of those which we 
have cited there is a flippancy, an absence of 
reverence, an attempt to put unwarrantable 
constructions upon the actions of certain Bible 
characters, and to drag the religion of the 
Bible down to the level of other religions – a 
habit of speaking authoritatively upon matters 
concerning which no man is competent to 
pronounce. Very often it is less what he says 
than his manner of saying it that gives umbrage, 
but he has the superciliousness, the perversity, 
and the assurance of a Matthew Arnold, with 
no more ‘vision’ than had that writer when he 
produced Saint Paul and Protestantism. Like his 
polished successor, he was a superior person. 
In short, to use his own words, ‘he was puffed 
up with each fantastic whim’, and it was this 
attitude which in after days he recalled with 
so much sorrow. How different the heart of 
the inconsiderable Herodian translation from 
the man who, at the time he was producing 
deathless verse, could write, 

The author’s merit none 
And therefore none his boast!

His notes are cumbrous with quotations 
from the Hebrew, to say nothing of the Greek, 
but, with all his erudition, the Bible was as yet 
a sealed book to him. He had still something to 
learn which mountains of Hebrew and oceans 
of Greek were incapable of imparting.

HART AS A TRANSLATOR
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Ah! Lord, Thou knowest my heart is often 
overwhelmed within me, I am frequently 
at my ‘wit’s end’, and what should I do 

but for that divine leading, which takes me out 
of self and hides me in Thy ‘riven side’? Oh, 
methinks, of all the blessed and joyous figures 
that set forth in the Word the life, character, 
work, and Person of our blessed Redeemer, 
none surpasses this. It is therefore that the Holy 
Spirit makes such constant use of it in divine 
teaching. ‘The Rock of Ages’! Gracious Spirit, 
unfold – unfold; all is cheerless and dark till Thou 
dost shine; then Thine inward Light gladdens 
the eyes and warms the heart of the seeker 
and searcher after divine truth. ‘From the end 
of the earth will I cry unto Thee, when my heart 
is overwhelmed: lead me to the Rock which is 
higher than I’.
	 Now, in order to take a clear line of things, 
let us look, beloved, together,

1. At this very blessed Bible emblem of ‘The 
Rock that is higher’ than we are. And, 
2. At the cry of the heart in the time of distress: 
‘From the end of the earth, when my heart is 
overwhelmed’, lead me to this divine source of 
strength, succour, and comfort – The Rock of 
Ages.
	 We are to look, then, first, at this very 
precious scriptural emblem, ‘The Rock of Ages’; 
and we note that:
	 (1) In this Emblem we have the character 
of the Eternal God set forth. We see this in 
His Attributes; they are everlasting, firm, and 
immutable. ‘I the LORD, I change not; therefore 
ye sons of Jacob are not consumed’. He is clear 
in all His Purposes and Plans – Infinite in all His 
Works and Ways – and we can well rest in the 
LORD JEHOVAH as ‘The Rock of Ages’, that 
will never fail us. We get Peace and Satisfaction 
when we look away from creature weakness to 
Omnipotent Strength.

 	 A very precious incident I have just heard of 
is to the point. A godly Minister, in visiting various 
Members of his Flock, came upon a young 
Christian girl, who was seriously ill. She was 
suffering from an internal complication, which 
needed an operation to be speedily performed. 
The Minister tried to cheer her, and remarked, 
with regard to that painful ordeal, ‘My dear 
girl, may you rest upon three things – Infinite 
Wisdom, Infinite Love, and Infinite Power’. 
When the poor Sufferer was laid upon the board, 
a pillow had been placed under her head, which 
the medical Attendant said must be removed for 
the operation to be carried out. For a moment 
she murmured, and said, ‘Oh, do not take that 
pillow from under my head!’ but, immediately 
recovering herself, she said, ‘Oh, never mind; I 
have another Pillow better than that. My Minister 

THE ROCK OF AGES
Comfort For A Troubled Heart

From the end of the earth will I cry unto Thee, 
when my heart is overwhelmed: 

lead to the Rock that is higher than I. 
(Psalm 61:2)

George Cowell 
1822-1894
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tells me to rest upon Infinite Wisdom, Infinite 
Love, and Infinite Power.’ Ah! beloved, these 
are sweet resting places. Depend upon it, they 
will never fail us; no, not even in the greatest 
extremity.
	 David gives us a very blessed description of 
our Covenant God in the 31st Psalm. He calls 
Him his ‘strong rock’, his ‘house of defence’, and 
his ‘fortress’; and this, I think, is further brought 
out by the Prophet Isaiah, who, speaking of the 
child of God, says, ‘He shall dwell on high: his 
place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks: 
bread shall be given him; his waters shall be 
sure’ (Isaiah 33:16). Here we get at the idea of a 
fortress keep. You know, if you have some of the 
old fortresses or castles of our land, built upon 
and within the rocks, that you will have seen 
a number of small but strongly built chambers 
in the rock, with a vaulted passage leading 
from one to another, till you come to the inner 
stronghold, which is invulnerable. Now, in time 
of war, if by any possibility the enemy scales the 
walls of the fortress and attacks the castle, the 
garrison will shelter themselves in one of these 
underground chambers: if driven from one, they 
flee along the passage to a second, and a third, 
and so on, till, if needs be, they at last get into 
the castle keep itself, which is the strongest 
hold of all. Now apply this to spiritual things. 
We know well what the assaults of Satan are; 
‘We are not ignorant of his devices’ and, in our 
fighting the fight of faith, he will try to weaken 
us in one point after another; but God in Christ 
is our ‘castle’: driven home to covenant union 
with Jesus, and to His unchangeable love for 
His people, we are driven into a hidden chamber 
he cannot touch; and especially is this the case 
with ‘the precious blood of Jesus’. It has been 
truly said, ‘Satan cannot stand the blood’. So it is 
the atonement of Christ becomes our defence, 
and the love of Christ our castle keep. ‘What 
confidence is this wherein thou trustest?’ asked 
a wicked king, of Hezekiah; we can respond to 
such inquiry. Thank God, our confidence is not 
in the staff of a bruised reed of Egypt – we have 
long since cast that away – our confidence is 
in the Rock of Ages, whereon we stand, and in 
which we shelter.

(2) But our emblem sets forth, further, the 
Church of God – not the visible, but the invisible, 
the living Church of God, that is founded upon 
the The Rock of Ages. ‘Oh, but’, some say, ‘I 
thought that the true Church was built upon 
Peter, for Christ said unto him, ‘Thou art Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build My Church; and 

the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it’ 
(Matthew 16:18). What a mistaken and absurd 
view! Christ’s Church built upon Peter! Peter 
above all! whose character was the very 
contrary to a rock, and much more of ‘a rolling 
stone’ – a foundation which would indeed be 
worthless. No; such views only prove the danger 
of wresting Scripture from its connection, which 
is clear enough. Jesus had come into the coast 
of Caesarea, and He asks His Disciples, ‘Whom 
do men say that I the Son of Man am?’ Some 
replied one thing, and some another; but, to 
bring the matter close to home, our Blessed 
Lord said to His Disciples, ‘But whom say ye 
that I am?’ Simon Peter, ever foremost to speak, 
and full of zeal for his Master, immediately and 
emphatically responded, ‘Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God’. Grasp that fact, 
dear Reader, and see what follows: ‘Jesus 
answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, 
Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but My Father who is in 
heaven’. Mark the revelation, that ‘Christ was 
the Son of the living God’. ‘And I say also unto 
thee, That thou art Peter (Cephas, a stone – 
and a rolling stone, too), and upon this Rock 
(namely, Christ, the Son of the living God) I will 
build My Church; and the gates of Hell shall not 
prevail against it’; which is in keeping with the 
Scriptural declaration, ‘Other foundation can 
no man lay than is laid, which is Jesus Christ’; 
and the Scriptures never contradict themselves. 
Instability was Peter’s great defect. A Church 
built thereon would find it indeed a sandy 
foundation, like that of the church of Rome. 
No; the true Church is built upon Christ, The 
Rock of Ages.

(3) The Bible is like an invulnerable Rock, 
standing out amidst the changing surges of time. 
God has ever preserved His own Word as the 
Rock of Truth, and the marvellous preservation 
of the Holy Scriptures, in the very words in 
which they were first written by inspired men 
of old, must be attributed to God alone; and all 
the assaults that have been made upon this 
Rock from time to time have but recoiled upon 
the enemies of Truth. I often think of those 
remarkable words concerning such, that the 
Lord shall laugh at them when their calamity 
comes upon them (Proverbs 1:26-28); and I am 
sure all attempts to undervalue that hallowed 
Book have the scorn of God. Oh, we cannot 
too strongly uphold the Bible.
	 The Bible, then, is a Rock to our Souls, 
beloved, regarded as the Truth of God – 

GEORGE COWELL
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The Truth unchanged hath ever stood;
God give us Faith to hold it fast!

	 Often in a rock there are found veins of 
rich ore. I am sure this is so with the Bible 
and the Christ of the Bible. There are durable 
riches in Him and untold stores of wealth in 
His Word; and, as we discover these veins 
of truth in Christ, how increasingly precious 
and endeared does He become. Its flowings 
are inexhaustible; and, though sometimes 
refreshed from its bounty, we soon are glad to 
turn unfilled to it again. Oh! we love the Bible, 
and, as long as breath lasts, will not cease to 
declare those three main Truths in its teaching 
– ‘ruin by the Fall; redemption by Christ; and 
regeneration by the Holy Ghost’. 

(4) But now, chiefest of all, we look at the 
Lord Jesus Christ as The Rock of Ages. The 
expression is full and precious, and, as we 
know, is the marginal reading of that passage, 
Isaiah 26:4, ‘In the LORD JEHOVAH is 
everlasting strength’. The Rock of Ages. The 
one that remains the same in all ages of the 
Church’s history; the One that abides when 
all else fails and ceases to exist; the same 
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever; the Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the ending.
	 Christ, too, is the Riven or Cleft Rock. This 
is beautifully brought out and prefigured in Old 
Testament times. Moses desired to see the 
glory of the LORD, but God said, ‘Thou canst 
not see my face: for there shall no man see me, 
and live. And the LORD said, Behold, there is a 
place by me, and thou stand upon a rock: and 
it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth 
by, that I will put thee in a cleft of the rock, and 
will cover thee with My hand while I pass by’. 
Do notice, that he who stood upon the rock 
was hidden in the cleft of the rock. On Christ, 
and in Christ. On The Rock of Ages. Yes; ‘He 
hath set my feet upon a Rock’. In Christ. Yes; 
He has brought me into union, oneness, and 
communion with Him. Oh, it is precious to be 
both on and in the Rock. Ah! beloved, there 
is much – is there not? – that drives us into 
the cleft of the Rock, and it is sweet to get 
there, however sour the things are that drive 
us there. So is mercy there, however sour the 
tidings are that drive us there. So is mercy 
veiled in our misery; and if we did not get the 
adversity, we should not realise the salvation. 
Go on the sea shore after a stormy night, when 
the wind has abated and all is serene. We can 

THE ROCK OF AGES

In Christ, from everlasting loved,
The Saints were chosen, and approved;

Formed for Himself, with Him joint heirs,
All things in heaven and earth are theirs.

2. In Christ, they were accounted one, 
All known, all blessed, ’ere time begun:
And one in cov’nant bonds of grace, 
They were ordained to see His face

3. In Christ, when He the law obeyed,
And all our sins were on Him laid;
In Christ, when men His power defied,
And He, as our great Surety died.

One Body In Christ
David Denham 

Continued on page 15
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scarcely believe there has been a storm; the 
raging waves and wild wind are forgotten in 
the serenity of the scene before us. It is so 
spiritually. When hidden in Christ, we forget – 
for the time, at all events – the tempest and trial 
that has driven us there, and enjoy ‘a peace of 
mind which passeth all understanding’. Hidden 
in Christ. Mark the promise concerning this 
hiding in the cleft of the Rock, which God gives 
us, as He says, to ‘Israel mine elect’. ‘I will give 
thee hidden riches of secret places’ (Isaiah 
45:3). And, oh, what untold riches are found 
in Christ! Life, love, strength, grace, food, 
salvation – yea, everything we have need of 
for time and eternity. Moses desired, evidently, 
a special manifestation of God. The LORD 
JEHOVAH has given all His spiritual people 
a manifestation of Himself in the person of 
Christ; and now they are not merely seeing His 
goodness pass before them, but His goodness 
constantly displayed for them, and by-and-
bye they shall see His glory, and be with Him 
and like Him for ever (1 John 3:2). And such 
goodness we trace still further, in noting that 
Christ is called – 
	 (i) A Refuge from the Storm. And so He is; 
blessed be His Name, we have felt Him to be 
so; when life’s cares have well-nigh beaten 
us, and we have had to battle with the angry 
waves of trial and temptation, He has proved 
our Refuge.
	 (ii) Also He is a Shadow from the Heat. 
When weary by the way, from the heat of 
opposition and worry, He has been to us ‘the 
shadow of a great rock in a weary land’.
	 (iii) And He is a covert from the tempest, 
sheltering the tempest-tossed little barque, 
which would be shivered to pieces but for His 
divine protection.
	 But, beloved, what has it cost the Lord 
Jesus Christ to bring us Salvation and all its 
accompanying joys and blessings? Ah! He is 
the Cleft Rock – that cleaving did it all. Christ 
crucified! Christ wounded by His enemies – 
Christ smitten by the Law and justice of God 
– yea, smitten of God Himself – Christ pierced 
with the nails and the spear! Had He not been 
smitten, pierced, wounded, crucified, slain, 
there would have been no Cleft Rock for us 
to hide in. It is wonderful! It is gracious! It is 
past man’s understanding! Often do we find 
ourselves saying, ‘Precious Jesus! Hide us in 
Thyself! Thou rulest the raging of the sea of 
life, and, when the waves of care burst over 
us, Thou stillest them: still them now; shut us, 
in felt experience, in the Cleft of the Rock; shut 

us into Thyself, that we may see Thy goodness 
and grace, and even foretastes of Thy glory 
pass before us.’
	 Again, in the emblem of the Cleft Rock, 
we get at the thought of that which is riven 
or divided. Christ was, in one sense, the 
divided One – the God-Man Christ Jesus – 
the incarnate God, that He might receive into 
the oneness of love’s embrace, His spiritual 
Church; or to bring it closer home, that He 
might receive into oneness such poor unworthy 
sinners as you and I, dear Reader. We can but 
repeat, it is marvellous and wonderful! There 
is no extravagance here; it is the truth. If the 
Rock had not been cleft, riven, or divided, how 
could we ever have got into it? 
	 Then we have it said Christ is the Rock as 
a Place of Shadow. ‘I sat under his shadow 
with great delight, and his fruit was sweet unto 
my taste’ (Song of Solomon 2:3). Yes, indeed, 
‘with great delight’. I do not know anything 
comparable to it – to get from the heat and 
turmoil of the way into hallowed closeness 
and communion with Jesus. ‘Alone with Him.’ 
The spot seems hallowed; it is felt to be holy 
ground. Oh, yes, beloved, you and I have 
known such love shade – 

Earth’s trifles have faded away from 
our sight,
As we ‘sat’ ’neath His shadow with 
great delight.

	 And how sweet, under such circumstances, 
‘the fruit of His lips’ – His divine tellings – His 
gracious assurances – His word of cheer. 
Ah! we do not want to come away from such 
a retreat. Men-made retreats are not worth 
having; but the shade of a heavenly communion 
with Christ is delightful. Nor do we want bricks 
and mortar to shut us into such joy. It is in the 
midst of our worldly position, He breaks in, and 
such seasons are spiritual and real. He loves 
His own which are in the world.
	 Again. In the marginal reading of the 26th 
verse of the seventy-third Psalm, Christ is 
called ‘the Rock of my heart’. This is very 
blessed and true. Yes, it is heart-felt religion 
we crave, a heart-clasping of Jesus we love. 
It is inward Grace, inward Fellowship, we sigh 
for. The same with society. Oh, how empty and 
vain is worldly society – the conversation all 
about externals. Nor do I find it much better 
with many Ministers of religion in this day. We 
do, blessed be God, get some exceptions, 
when at once converse turns upon the best 

GEORGE COWELL
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things; but they are rare, very rare, and, in the 
main, it is all and everything but telling of Him 
who is, ‘The Rock of my heart’. ‘Come and 
hear what the LORD has done for my Soul’, 
said the Psalmist. While religious people seem 
timid at the very mention of ‘the Lord’, and are 
silent about matters of the Soul. Well, beloved, 
you and I must remain singular and peculiar. 
The Lord is our delight, and what He has done 
for us, why we would, if we could, be telling 
it out all the day, calling heaven and earth to 
witness to the preciousness of Him who is ‘The 
Rock of my heart’.
	 In keeping with the foregoing remarks, 
we remember also that Christ is called, ‘That 
Spiritual Rock’. Paul speaks of our fathers, who 
‘were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and 
in the sea; and did all eat the same spiritual 
meat; and drank of that spiritual Rock that 
followed them: and that Rock was Christ’. ‘Oh, 
may God the Spirit give us such experience 
as our fathers had! We will not despise such 
old Divinity. Spiritual meat and spiritual drink 
is that we crave; indeed, nothing else will 
satisfy our longing souls. God has given us an 
appetite and taste for that which is spiritual, 
and we loathe that which is carnal; indeed, we 
are more blessed than were ‘our fathers’, for, 
while they were ‘baptised unto Moses’, we are 
baptised unto Christ. Oh, Thou divine Rock – 
Thou source of all our joy and salvation, flow 
forth from Thy fulness, and give us our needed 
blessings. I say, needed blessings; for mark 
this dear Reader, God never sends a promise 
without there is a need for that promise; He 
never does a thing without there is need for 
that thing to be done. ‘I am poor and needy’; 
the promise is to such. Flow, then, Thou 
spiritual Rock, and refresh our parched and 
thirsty souls.
	 Christ, also, is called a Rock of Habitation. 
Be thou my strong Habitation’ (marginal 
rendering, ‘Be Thou to me for a Rock of 
Habitation’ – Psalm 71:3). Oh, yes, this is 
what we love, to abide in and with Christ – 
at Home in Him. All outside, restless and 
changing; all inside, union and peace. Shut 
in with Christ, and the world shut out. I would 
that we could more often find Christ to be our 
Rock of Habitation – our heartfelt home – that 
we could be less restless, finding our peace in 
Him. For my part, I am tired of the outside of 
the professing world; it is inward possession of 
vital godliness I crave. The vanity of the world’s 
religion, and the vagaries of church and chapel 
doings, my soul loathes it all. Oh, give me Rest 

4. In Christ, when rising from the grave,
To shew His power from death to save;
In Christ, when He ascended high,
And captive led captivity.

5. In Christ, when quickened from the dead, 
And to Him by the Spirit led;
In Christ, by faith, and hope, and love,
His fitness and His fulness prove.

6. In Christ we are divinely blest,
With present peace and promised rest,
He is our life, our boundless store,
In whom are pleasures evermore.

7. In Christ, when in the light of Heaven,
We see our sins are all forgiven;
In Christ, when darkness veils the mind,
And we no joy nor comfort find.

8. In Christ, from all things justified,
Though self-condemned thro’ inward pride,
And in Him, in each fire and flood,
My soul’s preserved in peace with God.

9. In Christ, when we our strength renew,
His promise love and precept, too,
Drawn to obedience in His ways,
’Tis heaven on earth to sing His praise.

10. Whatever be our state or frame,
Christ is immutably the same!
Our changes never can remove,
Our souls from God’s unchanging love.

David Denham 

Continued from page 13
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in Christ! Give me to be hidden in ‘the cleft of 
the Rock of Ages’ –  ‘the Rock of Habitation’.
	 And this reminds us, further, that Christ 
is called, ‘The Hope of His people, and the 
strength of the children of Israel’ (Joel 3:16). 
The marginal reading is very significant, ‘A 
place of repair, or harbour’. The surging waves 
of care may wash around this place of refuge 
and safety, but no tide will ever be permitted 
to intrude into its sacredness. ‘A place of 
repair’. Yes, beloved, you and I are constantly 
repairing into that blessed place, wherein the 
righteous run and are safe. There is much here 
that daily drives us thither. We oft quarrel with 
the thing we have thus to contend with; but, 
after all, there must be mercy in that which 
compels us to shelter in Christ. No storms, no 
need of a harbour. It is the rough usage that 
brings to the peaceful rest. May we look at our 
trials in this light, and joy will take the place of 
depression.
	 We have thus, in a small measure, 
considered the preciousness of this scripture 
emblem of, ‘The Rock of Ages’; tracing how 
it sets forth the character of Jehovah. The 
immutable, unchangeable, and everlasting 
God; showing how we get satisfaction and 
comfort when we look away from creature 
weakness to omnipotent sufficiency, infinite 
wisdom, infinite love, and infinite power being a 
sweet pillow to rest upon. Then we have noted 
how the living Church of God is comparable 
to a rock, not built upon a poor rolling stone 
like Peter, but upon Christ, The Rock of Ages. 
Further, we have seen how the Bible is the 
Rock of Truth, which liveth and abideth for 
ever; while, standing out fully and above all, is 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the true, ‘Rock of Ages’, 
riven and cleft for His People, who find in Him 
‘a hiding-place’, ‘a refuge from the storm, a 
shadow from the heat, and a covert from the 
tempest’; while we have still further dwelt upon 
Him as being, according to the Scriptures and 
heartfelt experience, ‘the rock of the heart’ 
– that spiritual rock’ – ’a rock of habitation’, 
and the hope of His people’. Say, is not this a 
blessed view of Him who is the All and in all of 
our Salvation? 
	 And now let us look at our second point, 
the cry of a distressed soul: ‘When my heart 
is overwhelmed, lead me’ – yes, ‘lead me’. 
I cannot, I dare not, walk alone. I must, in 
my insufficiency and weakness, lean upon 
omnipotent power and strength; this alone will 
keep me from sinking; this alone will lift me up 
above my fears. I am sure, beloved, you, as 

well as myself, have been in such a low spot as 
this, and have realised that the Lord has heard 
the cry of distress, and mercifully interposed, 
bringing us out of ‘the horrible pit and miry 
clay’, and setting our feet upon The Rock of 
Ages, ‘the living to praise Him’. Yes; and He 
has uplifted us, too, and we have felt that Rock 
to be higher than we are indeed. Look with us 
at this figure; it is very precious and true. ‘The 
Rock that is higher than I’. Self the little ‘I’ of 
weakness. Christ the great ‘I’ of power and 
strength. Does not such a Rock imply a place 
of observation? ‘From the top of the rocks I see 
him, and from the hills I behold him’. True, this 
was said by the doubtful and erring Balaam, 
but it becomes a sweet experience to the living 
child of grace when realised. Then, again, if 
we get down into the mists of the lowlands of 
creature service, we shall get all wrong in our 
calculations; but get on the top of the Rock 
– get to behold things from the standpoint of 
Christ – and we shall become correct in our 
judgment concerning things. And, further, the 
top of the rock is a place of prospect. On the 
one hand, what little ants men seem in the 
valleys, as seen from an uplifted headland, 
and how like mice the people appear as we 
look upon them on the sea shore; on the other 
hand, how grand is the view around us and 
above us, as seen from the top of the rock. If 
so in nature, how much more so in grace.
	 ‘The Rock that is higher than I’. This, also, 
denotes climbing on our part. Ah! beloved, it 
takes a lot of wrestling, too, to climb up by faith 
into Christ. The position, however, is grand and 
glorious, and worth all toil and tears. It could 
not be done without divine strength imparted. It 
denotes, also, patient endurance, step-by-step 
work, and steady, too. I call to mind a young 
companion who once assayed with me to get 
to a mountain top. He ran with a rush, and I 
lost sight of him, but, after some toil, I arrived 
at a standing-place, to find my friend prostrate 
on the ground from exhaustion. In the religious 
world, this is the case with many. It is all rush, 
but it will not do. The real work of grace is 
steady, slow but sure. God preserve us from 
creature haste, and keep us staying ourselves 
upon His strength, in perfect dependence 
upon His will. If we run before Him, we shall 
fail. ‘Follow me’, is His divine command.

Extracted: Wayside Notes - Gospel Magazine, 
December 1891 with thanks to David Burrows

GEORGE COWELL
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A Morning Visit To Jesus

It was in a moment of sweet spiritual 
enjoyment, when grace was in lively exercise 
that the church exclaimed; It is the voice of 

my beloved! Behold he cometh.
	 How is the voice of Jesus discernible? 
There must be a certain somewhat, by which 
it is known from every other. Jesus saith, my 
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me (John 10:27). Indeed, the love-calls 
of Jesus cannot be mistaken. When a Prince 
condescends to visit any of his poor subjects, 
the thing is soon known by the train of his 
servants which he brings with him. And when 
the Lord Jesus comes to the habitations of His 
redeemed ones, the graces which follow Him, 
soon manifest Jehovah Shammah, the Lord is 
there (Ezekiel 48:35).
	 Let the reader ascertain this point by his 
own standard. He that knows the Lord, can be 
no stranger to the visits of the Lord. Sometimes 
He comes in a word of power. And then how 
easily discoverable is His presence? He opens 
our heart, as He opened the heart of Lydia, 
to attend to the things spoken (Acts 16:14). I 
shall never forget thy precepts, said One of old. 
Wherefore? Because, said he, with them thou 
hast quickened me (Psalm 119:93). Sometimes, 
He comes in a word of consolation.
	 And what refreshments do the Lord’s 
people then find, bearing them up under heavy 
pressures? What one saint of God once said, 
every saint of God can always say, in the 
multitude of my thoughts within me, thy comforts 
delight my soul (Psalm 94:19). It must be a 
matter dearly ascertainable when Jesus comes 
to make known His love, and the manifestations 
of His favour, by the fragrancy of His person; 
for while He gives forth His grace, He quickens 
our souls to the enjoyment of them; and while 
the King sitteth at His table, the spikenard of 
faith will send forth the smell thereof (Song 
of Solomon 1:12). There will always be a 
corresponding affection of the soul, towards 
the bountiful Giver of renewed mercies. His 
love quickens ours. The Holy Ghost works a 
meetness in the heart, from the grace that is 

in Christ Jesus. Hence in whatever form Jesus 
manifests Himself; whether in ordinances, or 
providences; whether in the word, or without 
the word, the Lord comes in a way and manner 
not to be mistaken. He makes such a blessed 
discovery of Himself, that like the beloved 
disciple at the sea of Tiberias, the soul cries out, 
‘It is the Lord’ (John 21:1, 7). And sometimes 
in the discovery the soul is melted and lays 
low in the dust before Him. And sometimes we 
are lifted up as in the mount of transfiguration, 
being brought into the very suburbs of heaven! 
Doth my reader know anything of these soul 
transactions?
	 I am well aware, that it is the Lord Himself, 
which is the speaker in that memorable 
scripture, when as Jehovah’s servant in the 
redemption work for His church, during the 
time-state of her being, He said, he wakeneth 
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morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to 
hear as the learned. And what follows in the 
succeeding verse could be spoken by no other 
(see Isaiah 1:4, 5, 6). But sure I am, that since I 
knew the Lord, I have found the sweetness, and 
blessedness of those words, as if personally my 
own. And wherefore should it not be so, when it 
be considered the interest the church takes, in 
all that belongs to her Lord, from her oneness 
and union with Him? All things are yours, the 
Holy Ghost hath said, If ye are Christ’s (1 
Corinthians 3:22, 23).
	 I am no stranger to the day dawn visits of 
Jesus. Many a morning before the world is 
up, have I found cause to say; He wakeneth 
morning by morning. Nay, I think I should 
not err were l to add, that sometimes, and 
not unfrequently, the manifestations of my 
Lord’s presence have been so striking in the 
first moments of recollection, as if called from 
sleep, for the express purpose of communion. 
Was it not thus with the church of old? (Song 
of Solomon 5:2). And may it not be so with the 
church now?
	 And wherefore should it be thought 
incredible? Did not the Lord Jesus when upon 
earth, teach His people to expect visits from 
Him, after He was returned to heaven? Did 
He not almost in the moment of His departure, 
when in his last conference with His disciples, 
and as He stood upon the threshold of the 
invisible world, did He not say; I will not leave 
you comfortless, I will come to you? And again, 
in the very moment of His ascension, as if the 
promise should be always kept alive in His 

church, and among His people, were not His 
last words; Lo! I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world? (John 14:18, Matthew 
28:20).  And what are we to conclude from these 
repeated assurances, but that Jesus doth water 
His church ever moment; and that He keepeth 
her night and day lest any hurt her? (Isaiah 27:2, 
3). Shall not the Amen, the faithful witness, be 
true to His promise? Will He not confirm His 
word unto His servants, wherein He hath caused 
them to hope? (Psalm 119:49).
	 Besides, is the thing in itself improbable? 
Can the performance of it be attended with 
any difficulty to the Almighty Promiser? If it 
be marvellous in the eyes of the remnant of 
this people in these days; should it be also 
marvellous in mine eyes, saith the Lord of 
hosts? (Zechariah 8:6). Shall not He, who hath 
made our spiritual senses what they are, have 
access to the spirits which He hath made at all 
times, and upon all occasions; and make such 
communications of Himself, as He shall please; 
so as to make the highly favoured objects of His 
bounty sensible of that presence by His love; 
and communicate happiness to them by that 
favour?
	 May not the Lord Jesus, by His word, by His 
providences, by the fulfilment of His promises 
in a remarkable way and manner; yea, without 
the medium of either, if it seemeth good in His 
sight; afford such manifestations of Himself 
as shall be sufficient to carry conviction to the 
heart of His redeemed, that it is Jesus, who 
is thus gracious: while none but the objects 
of His love in those visits are at all conscious 
of such spiritual transactions? May not the 
Head and Husband of His people do all these 
things, and infinitely more; and yet accomplish 
the whole in such a way and manner, as shall 
cause no disturbance to their animal frame, or 
discompose the mind from the nature of the 
mercy? Are there any difficulties in the plan, 
to thwart the Lord in His operations? Nay, are 
we not taught to expect the accomplishment of 
covenant blessings by a process unusual, and 
altogether different from the Lord’s dealings with 
the world? (John 14:22). Therefore (saith the 
Lord) my people shall know my name; therefore 
they shall know in that day, that I am he that 
doth speak; behold it is I (Isaiah 52:6). How 
sweetly hath the church of old expressed her 
apprehension of the Lord’s visits? My beloved, 
(said she) behold! He standeth behind our 
wall; he looketh forth at the windows, showing 
himself through the lattice (Song of Solomon 
2:9). And were the Old Testament saints made 
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sensible of such visits from the Lord, and 
continually refreshed by them; and can it be 
supposed that New Testament believers know 
them not? Where then in this case, would be 
the blessedness of Jesus coming openly into 
our world, being made flesh and tabernacling 
among us? How should the church enter into 
the enjoyment of the disciples who beheld His 
glory; the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth? (John 1:14).
	 Precious Head and Husband of thy church 
and people! Do I not know, to Thy praise, and 
my joy, somewhat of those love-visits of my 
Lord? Hast thou not often made my heart to burn 
within me, when Thou hast been talking with me 
by the way; opening to my apprehension the 
scriptures; and making Thyself known unto me, 
in breaking of bread and of prayer? (Luke 24:30-
32). What! Though mine eyes have been holden 
as those disciples in their way to Emmaus were, 
so as not immediately to know Thee; yet have 
I not upon numberless occasions of the kind, 
been as conscious of Thy presence, as if I had 
seen Thee? Have not my thoughts outrun the 
night-watches, that I might meditate on Thy 
word? And oft before the dawn of day, hath not 
my soul made me or ever I was aware, like the 
chariot of Amminadab? (Song of Solomon 6:12).
	 And shall an infidel tempt me to call these 
things in question? Will he tell me that these 
are only the effects of the imagination? What! 
Can it be the effect of the imagination, when 
my soul hath been often nourished, and upheld 
by the spiritual strength imparted upon those 
occasions; that, like the prophet, I have gone 
many a day in spiritual strength from such 
divine support, as he did in bodily sustenance 
in the wilderness? (1 Kings 14:8). Is it, indeed, 
possible for the imagination to make things 
real, which have no existence? Can it render 
that substantially blessed which never had 
being? And wherefore should the subject be 
questionable? Is it necessary upon every 
occasion in common life, that in order to prove 
real existence, objects must be seen? If so, how 
is it, that after a refreshing shower of rain, in the 
close of a warm day of sunshine; the fragrancy 
of the plants regale our senses with more than 
ordinary strength; and yet the cause, though 
known, doth not appear? The sun’s warmth after 
the shower’s falling, volatilise the odours of the 
flower, we know to be the cause; but the vapour 
is not discernible, though the whole atmosphere 
is impregnated with its sweetness.
	 Let the subject be considered in another 
point of view, and judge by analogy. Is it not 

one of the plainest revelations of scripture, 
that angels are ministering spirits, sent forth to 
minister for them who are the heirs of salvation? 
(Hebrews 1:14). And are we not as positively 
assured, that evil spirits tempt mankind to 
sin? (1 Peter 5:8). But in both instances, our 
apprehensions are perfectly unconscious of the 
presence of either, but from their effects. Doth 
any man, however, call in question, their reality, 
because they are not bodily discoverable.
	 The word of God, which declares their 
existence, doth as graciously assign the cause 
of their invisibility. Spiritual objects can only be 
seen by spiritual apprehension. The natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God, neither can he know them; because they 
are spiritually discerned (1 Corinthians 2:14). 
If it became necessary for spiritual beings to 
make themselves visible, as hath, perhaps, 
sometimes been the case; this may have been 
done as is supposed, by the assumption of 
tangible substance, in a body like our own, 
and which by the condensation of the air may 
render the object visible. And it is possible, 
that many of the appearances which we read 
of under the Old Testament dispensation 
concerning supernatural beings were of this 
kind. But without this medium, or somewhat 
like it of making visible, spiritual objects cannot 
be discernible, unless to spiritual objects like 
themselves. Nevertheless, though unseen, the 
reality of their presence cannot be doubted. 
Effects prove causes. And sceptical up to all the 
possibilities of unbelief, must be that man that 
would call in question their existence or agency, 
merely because they become not the object of 
bodily sight.
	 I pause for the moment to remark, what 
a wonderful effect must take place in the 
circumstances of every individual of mankind 
at death? In that moment the spirit no longer 
cased in the flesh, goes forth from the body. 
Immediately is opened to his view the spiritual 
objects of the invisible world. What an awful 
sight to him that dies in his sins? (John 8:21-24). 
How glorious a prospect and what unspeakable 
felicity is unfolded to him, that dies in the Lord? 
(Revelation 14:13).
	 But to return. How often have the hallowed 
moments of the morning, and before the 
world’s tide hath broken in upon me, been 
made blessed by the visits of the Lord Jesus? 
Conscious that no eye saw me but His; and 
that no ear could know what passed between 
my Lord and His poor pensioner: I have found 
freedom to unbosom myself to Him, and to tell 
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Him, what I could not have communicated to 
the nearest, and dearest earthly friend. And 
as these seasons of conversation have been 
often formed without any mediums, either of the 
work of God; or of the ordinances of God; so 
have they induced an acquaintance, which no 
books can teach, and which none but the Holy 
Ghost could bring about to lead the soul into a 
personal knowledge and enjoyment of Jesus. 
And what is this, but a confirmation of scripture, 
which in every part declares the oneness, and 
union between Christ and His people? Here, is 
found proof of a relationship, which leaves at 
an infinite distance every other. Here we enter 
into a real heartfelt enjoyment of that precious 
assurance given by the Holy Ghost, that we are 
members of His body, of His flesh, and of His 
bones (Ephesians 5:30).
	 I think, I may truly say, that I know, and can, 
and do appreciate, all the affinities of nature, 
with all the charities of life, as high as any 
man. But, there is a certain somewhat in our 
relationship to Jesus, which beggars every 
other. Here is a connection of another kind. This 
is an union indeed, a oneness of nature; and 
one in which the death of the body makes no 
separation. The brittleness of all other ties (to 
say nothing worse of them) renders the whole 
less valuable than we are apt to rate them. 
And, if it were not rather foreign to my present 
purpose, I think I might without much difficulty 
shew, that our attachments in nature here 
below are only truly formed, when formed in 
grace. We can only be said to love the persons 
of our friends, neither do we in truth love them 
any further, than as we love them in Jesus. 
But I wave in this place, all observations on 
this subject. I blush not, however to say, that 
as far as relates to myself in my connections 
here below, I would pray for grace, to form my 
standard of earthly affection to earthly alliances, 
by the standard of Levi; who said unto his father, 
and to his mother, I have not seen him; neither 
did he acknowledge his brethren, nor knew his 
own children. And God the Holy Ghost assigns 
the reason. Because they have observed thy 
word, and kept thy covenant (Deuteronomy 
33:9). Precious Lord Jesus! The relations of thy 
people in the other world, will be as thine were 

in this; whosoever shall have done the will of 
my Father which is in heaven; the same will be 
our brother and sister, and mother (John 6:28, 
29, Matthew 12:50).
	 And wherefore doth Jesus vouchsafe these 
visits to His people, but to work in them, now, an 
acquaintance with His person, that, hereafter, 
they may be the better prepared to enjoy Him 
in glory. The very end of our being is this: to 
know and to enjoy the person of Christ. This is 
a much higher object than anything relating to 
our own glory. God, in His three-fold character, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, ordained Christ 
as Christ, (that is, God and Man in one person), 
for the unceasing love and delight of the church; 
more than for any other purpose of their own 
felicity. For, as the Man, God’s fellow, is the 
everlasting object of God’s love and delight, so 
the very being and ordination of the church, in 
the highest possible attainments of happiness in 
heaven is, (as Jesus when on earth said himself) 
to be with Jesus, and to behold the glory given 
to Him as God Man mediator (Zechariah13:7, 
Isaiah 42:1, John 17:24). Hence our very being, 
and wellbeing, and our eternity of being, in the 
first and ultimate design of it, is to the knowledge 
and love of God in Christ. And all the visits of 
Jesus is to bring His redeemed more and more 
into an acquaintance with His person here, 
until He brings them all home to the everlasting 
enjoyment of His presence in glory. Hence those 
gracious words, Father, I will, that they also 
whom thou hast given me, be with me where I 
am, that they may behold my glory, which thou 
hast given me; for thou lovedst me before the 
foundation of the world. Oh, righteous Father! 
The world hath not known thee; but I have 
known thee, and these have known that thou 
hast sent me: and I have declared unto them thy 
name, and will declare it; that the love wherewith 
thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in 
them (John 17:24, 25, 26).
	 Come then, my honoured Lord, and, day 
by day, grant me the renewed visits of thy love. 
Draw back the curtains of my heart, and bid my 
soul good morrow! Be thou, as the light of the 
morning, when the sun riseth: even a morning 
without clouds (2 Samuel 23:4). And in fresh 
discoveries of Thyself, keep my soul alive, in 
the consciousness and enjoyment of Thy divine 
presence, until that blessed morning dawn, 
which shall have no night; whose sun shall 
no more go down; neither the moon withdraw 
herself; but the Lord Himself shall be my 
everlasting light, and my God my glory (Isaiah 
60:19, 20).

A MORNING VISIT TO JESUS
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The difference between Jews and Gentiles 
in the history of Christ’s Church has often 
been grossly exaggerated, especially 

in the Old Testament period. The common 
idea amongst Christians seems to be that the 
Covenant of Grace was promised to the Jews 
to be fulfilled at some future date and was then 
opened to the Jews and Gentiles at the time 
of Christ. Some Christian groups even believe 
that the Covenant of Grace began with the 
Jews in the time of Jeremiah and will end with 
their ethnic, national salvation, irrespective of 
their belief in Christ. The Church is thus seen 
as a mere historical parenthesis until the Jews 
are re-chosen as a nation at Christ’s Second 
Coming after which He will reign over a newly 
united ‘Kingdom of the Jews’ for a thousand 
years. Others say Christ will come again to 
build the New Jerusalem out of all Jews and all 
Christians, thus extending the division of the 
two supposed groups into eternity. These fond 
visions are, however, not part of that salvation 
which is revealed in Scripture. In fact, Christ 
has been gathering in His elect Bride from 
creation on, which is the natural interpretation 
of the fact that Christ was sacrificed before the 
foundation of the world. Indeed, all the aspects 
of Christ’s salvation are spoken off as being 
from the foundation of the world.1 I take this to 
mean against the background of creation which 
was accomplished by Christ to bring in His elect 
People, His Bride, the Church, whatever national 
titles they might have. Indeed, a distinction 
between supposed Jews as Jews and supposed 
Gentiles as Gentiles is not part of Christ’s 
saving work. He came to save sinners as such, 
irrespective of country, class, or former creed.

Abraham the father of the goyim
Abraham with whom the Covenant of 
Redemption, was strengthened and through 
whom it was continued was declared to be the 
Father of many Nations.2 The Hebrew here 
speaks clearly of the goyim, which, of course, 

1 Matthew 23:34.; Luke 11:50; John 17:24; Ephesians 1:4; 
Hebrews 4:3; 9:26;1 Peter 1:20; Revelation 13:8 etc.
2 Genesis 17:4.

Jesus And The Gentiles

includes the Jews to come well over 400 years 
later. Goyim is the word usually translated as 
‘nations’ in the Old Testament. Indeed, God’s 
aim was always to save His chosen Holy Nation, 
‘goy’, as explained in Exodus 19:6. Thus, God 
also proclaims in Numbers 14:12 that He will 
make a great goy out of the Children of Israel. 
A remnant of the Israeli and Judaean nations 
was, according to the prophets, included in this 
goy.3 This means we must redefine our ideas of 
what God’s goy is. Especially as we also read 
that God joined people from many nations with 
the Jews before their wilderness wanderings 
and many peoples from different cultures and 
speaking different languages joined the twelve 
tribes on their way to the promised land. Indeed, 
it appears that Biblical Hebrew developed 
through this mixture of languages. The letters 
of the Hebrew Bible, for instance, were probably 
based on the Philistine Indo-Germanic script, 
as is modern Ivrit. With a bit of imagination, 
one can see that English uses the same script. 
When Israel was set up as a kingdom (goy), 
the ‘strangers within their gates’ were accepted 
as citizens. Anyway, that nation perished after 
only some forty years or so and those national 
Jews who thought they were God’s Ami became 
Lo-Ami.4

	 A number of the other peoples who joined 
the Children of Israel, were petitioned and 
accepted for the wrong reasons on both sides. 
A special example here is that of the Gibeonites 
who served as a thorn in the flesh for Israel. 
Edom also was very one-sided in their being 
accepted by the Children of Israel and early left 
the Davidic kingdom which soon came to an 
end nationally and politically. There were many 
famous ‘Jews’, however, who were Edomites.
	 Yet, we may look at Genesis 17:5 ff. where 
God does not distinguish between Jews and 
nations but tells us that Abraham is the father of 
many goyim which obviously means the father 
of the Jews to come among other peoples and 

3 See Isaiah 11:11 ff; Jeremiah 6:9; 15:11. See also especially 
Joel 3:32; Micah 2:12; Romans 9:27, etc..
4 My People – Not My People. See Hosea’s testimony and that 
of Isaiah.

Jews, Gentiles and the Covenant of Grace in the Old Testament

GEORGE M. ELLA
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religions. God does not leave out Abraham’s 
wife, Sarah, in this matter, but tells her in verse 
15 that she shall be the mother of goyim. Thus, 
we cannot argue, as some do, that the ‘nations’ 
refer, in Abraham’s case, to the offspring of 
Ishmael and the ‘nations’ mentioned in the case 
of Sarah to the Jews but that they are all alike 
goyim, but not God’s holy goyim, which the 
Scriptures tell us are but a remnant chosen out 
of the general goyim. Gradually, the national 
Jews claimed they were God’s holy nation as 
an elect people but called themselves God’s 
‘am’ and non-Jews the goyim. The unholy ‘am’ 
wished to replace the holy goy in God’s favour.
Yet, in spite of the strong historical evidence 
concerning the mixed origin of Jewish blood 
which makes it impossible to speak of Jews as 
an ethnic unit, there are Zionistic Christians who 
tell us that ‘all Israel shall be saved’, meaning a 
national, ethnic and not spiritual People of God. 
There has never been such a people. The shock 
always comes to these mis-interpreters of God’s 
Word when they find out that even Jesus was of 
‘mixed blood’ He came as a Real Man and not 
a piece of Jewish fiction. Please pause here to 
think of Christ’s family and spiritual connections 
with the goy.

Christ’s associations and ancestry amongst 
a people now termed ‘gentiles’ instead of 
‘nations’
As early as Genesis 14, we are confronted with 
the story of Abraham, the Covenant-holder 
and Melchizedek the worshipper of the same 
God who was not of the seed of Abraham, 
nor, apparently related to him through family 
ties. That Melchizedek knew God need not 
surprise us as we are familiar with Job, the 
Edomite who lived about the same time. God 
was obviously worshipped by other tribes than 
the Children of Israel. Like Melchizedek, Job 
knew that his Redeemer lived and reigned. 
Indeed, the Genesis record is that Melchizedek 
blessed Abraham, it was not the other way 
round. Melchizedek was King of Salem and 
Priest of the Most-High God. So, there were 
goyim priests and Kings of the Covenant faith 
parallel with Abraham. More wonderous is 
what we read in Psalm 110:4 that the Lord in 
whom David trusted, was ‘a priest forever, after 
the order of Melchizedek’. This declaration of 
Christ’s priesthood is confirmed by Hebrews 
5:6,10, 20. Chapter Seven starts with more 
information regarding Melchizedek and Christ 
and the fact that Melchizedek was without 
father and mother, without beginning of days 
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or end of life and made like the Son of God. 
This makes the case of Melchisedek being a 
pre-incarnation revelation of Christ, the Son 
of God. Hebrews 7:10ff. shows clearly that the 
Priesthood of Christ, making intercession for 
His Bride, accompanies the full course of the 
Law. Thus, Melchizedek appears as the ‘King 
of Righteousness’, and ‘Son of God’ as Christ 
truly is. This fact is declared by the author of 
the Book of Hebrews in Chapter 5:6. Salem 
is thought to be the site of later Jerusalem, so 
the city had a King of Righteousness and Priest 
of the Most-High God long before the time of 
David and his conquest for Jerusalem which 
was the Place of Christ’s Atonement for the 
sins of His Bride, the Church. Jerusalem was 
also a type pointing to the New Jerusalem. We 
note, too, that though Abraham was termed the 
father of the nations, including the Jews, he 
bowed before Melchizedek and paid him tithes, 
showing that Melchizedek was the greater figure 
in God’s plan of salvation. Whether Melchisedek 
is viewed as a pre-incarnation view of Christ or 
not, we see that the true God had His elect all 
over regions unknown to the Children of Israel.
	 We might also note that Jethro, Moses’ 
father-in law, was a Midianite, closely associated 
with the Ishmaelites. 
	 What do we say to the story told in his second 
chapter by Joshua? Rahab was a common 
harlot and not yet of the Children of Israel but 
both she and her entire household were saved 
by God on her confession of faith. This is what 
makes a person a member of God’s holy goy, 
not birth or race. The Covenant promise was 
given to her and her family and God kept it. So, 
James in Chapter Two of his epistle can tell us 
that Rahab was justified before God and we 
read that Rahab was one of Christ’s ancestors. 
	 Caleb the Kenizzite must also be mentioned 
in Rahab’s story. He became a hero of the 
Jews though he was born outside and before 
the establishment of the two Jewish nations. 
There are perhaps two different Calebs, both 
‘strangers in the Gates’ of the Children of Israel 
who played a great role in the history of the 
Jews. 
	 Balaam, too, is an interesting case. He was 
not of the twelve tribes, nor of the other Children 
of Israel amongst them, but he could tell those 
who had left Egypt for the Promised Land, and 
those whom they had picked up on the way, 
about the Person of Christ. Balaam’s story is 
told us in Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, 
Nehemiah, Micah, 2 Peter, Jude and Revelation 
so it must be very important for the history of 

the gospel. Through him the Children of Israel 
knew that a Star would come out of Jacob 
and a Sceptre out of Israel.’5 Numbers 22:5 
shows us that Balaam, knew the Gospel of the 
Covenant. However, even with his knowledge 
and experience of God, he was still only ‘almost 
persuaded’. This put him on the side of most of 
the Children of Israel at the time.
	 Ruth, a Midianite, is given predominance 
in the Old and New Testaments and a whole 
book is dedicated to the Lord’s dealings with 
her. Israel and Judah were not yet nations but 
part of what might be called an Amphictyonic 
League6 and the Children of Israel were ruled, 
perhaps only sporadically, when the need arose, 
by Judges. How Ruth, through the witness of 
Naomi, her mother-in-law, was brought to the 
‘Promised Land’, in more senses than one, 
outdoes all the Arabian Nights’ tales. Ruth, 
through her marriage to Boaz became an 
ancestor of David and Christ as Matthew points 
out in the first chapter of his Gospel.
	 We must not forget the story of Naaman, the 
Syrian warrior told us in 2 Kings 5 who came 
to Elisha to be healed through the care of the 
Syrian King who wrote to the King of Israel on 
Naaman’s behalf. He learnt to know and trust in 
the God of Israel. Again, this is what makes for 
a holy goy and not birth or nationality. Though 
the Jews as a nation rejected Christ, as John 
tells us in his first chapter: ‘As many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become the sons 
of God even to them that believe on his name’. 
These included Samaritans, Romans, Syro-
Phoenicians and ‘Greeks’ as well as Jews.
	 Joseph Hall noted how Gentile nations 
assisted Solomon in building the temple, writing,

	 David had not been so entire a friend 
to Hiram had Hiram not been a friend to 
God. Solomon’s wisdom hath taught him 
to make use of so good a neighbour, of a 
father’s friend; he knew that the Tyrians’ 
skill was not given them for nothing; not 
Jews only but Gentiles also must have 
their hand in building the temple of God; 
only Jews meddled with the tabernacle, 
but the temple is not built without the aid 
of Gentiles; they, together with us, make 
up the church of God.

	 Part Two will deal with the New Testament 
and the Gentiles.

5 Numbers 24:17. 
6 Tribes loosely joined together by a common interest or threat.
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