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And it came to pass, as they still went on,
and talked, that, behold, there appeared a
chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted
them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a
whirlwind into heaven.

(2 Kings 2:11).
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The Settled Majesty Of Christ

t is good for us as believers to be reminded often that the Lord
I is on His throne and doing all His will. Sometimes when we look

around at the trouble in the world we are tempted to imagine things
are spiralling out of control and we are in need of intervention from
the Lord before it is too late. What a foolish notion! Our Lord Jesus
knows the end from the beginning. He knows every successive step
and has ordained the means to get there. All is under His charge.
The glory of God and the glory of His church is the conclusion of
the matter and these perceived troubles of ours are the most God-
honouring means to that end.

The vision granted to Micaiah in the days of Ahab, the wicked king
of Israel, may be applied to all ages. The faithful prophet declared,
‘Hear thou therefore the word of the LORD: | saw the LORD sitting
on his throne, and all the host of heaven standing by him on his right
hand and on his left’ (1 Kings 22:19). This has not changed. Our Mighty
God is still on His throne. Our Lord Jesus is seated in the midst of
the throne. Paul tells us of Christ ‘upholding all things by the word of
his power’, who ‘when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down
on the right hand of the Majesty on high’ (Hebrews 1:3).

What a beautiful picture this is of our sovereign and successful
Saviour. What blessed assurance it conveys to His church. Our sins
are purged and our future is secure. He who accomplished all our
salvation is seated in the heavens, waiting until His enemies are
gathered, humbled and silent before Him; waiting until they are made
His footstool. Our sure faith and certain hope is in the ability of God
to do all His pleasure and glorify the Son and His Bride.

This is the spiritual assurance and practical confidence Christ’s
people carry with them into each new day. Whatever today holds we
enter it under the guarding and guiding hand of Jesus Christ who is
faithful, mighty, good and wise. We enter it resting in the loving arms of
Him who deals with His friends more tenderly than He deals severely
with His foes.

Our daily protection and continuing preservation does not preclude
times of trouble and hardship; nor for the present remove every
cause of weeping, but that time will come. For the moment beneficial
discipline and productive trials shall continue until we leave this sinful
world. Nevertheless, a believer’s comfort is in the love and grace, the
blood and righteousness, the promises and presence of our Saviour
and these extend into every aspect of our lives. The purposes of
our sovereign God are unfolding according to His will. His decrees
are serving His purpose, securing His objectives, accomplishing His
pleasure and blessing His church.

Brethren, look up! Trust in the Lord! Do not forget the vision of
Micaiah. The LORD is seated and settled on His throne, with all the
host of heaven standing by Him. They fly to do His bidding, they hasten
to do His will. They serve at His command. Our Lord Jesus Christ is
faithful to His promises, mighty to save and deliver, good to all them
whom He loves and He delights to supply our needs according to His
holiness and perfect wisdom.

NEW FOCUS PRINTABLE EDITION OCTOBER 2025



FOCUS

PRINTABLE EDITION OCTOBER 2025 VOL. 29 NO. 04

CONTENTS

4
Discovering Christ In Philippians:
Who Are The True People Of God?
Don Fortner

8
The Life Of Joseph Hart
3. ‘I Will Arise’
Thomas Wright

11
Daily Visits To
The Court Of Appeal
Robert Hawker

14
Mosaic Law Or Gospel Precepts?
Allan Jellett

15
A View Of Calvary
George Cowell

19

Go To The Church-Yard o
Isaac Watts hrist is the elect of God, and we are chosen

of the Father in Christ Jesus. In Him we are
20 predestinated unto the adoption of children. Of

Jesus And The Gentiles - Part 2 God we are in Christ; and ‘of God Christ is made
George M. Ella unto us wisdom and righteousness, sanctification

and redemption’. God the Father gave us to Jesus,
24 even as the Father gave Jesus to us. And because

New Focus Church Online Jesus and the Father are One, the union between
Everyone Welcome the Lord Jesus, given unto us by the Father, and

: the children given unto Jesus by the Father, can
New Focus Church online never be broken.

See advert on back page.

AlL Welcome Adolph Saphir

NEW FOCUS PRINTABLE EDITION OCTOBER 2025 3



DISCOVERING CHRIST IN PHILIPPIANS

Who Are The True
People Of God?

groups which claimed to be the true
church, the true people of God. They
say if you are not of us, you are not among the
Lord’s true people. Who are God’s true people?

The Jews claim to be God’s true people
because they are the physical seed of Abraham
because they have been circumcised in the
flesh. The Roman Catholics claim to be the
true people of God because they claim that the
church of Rome is the only true church. There
are many others who claim that their church is
the only true church, that apart from their church
there is no true salvation. Who is right?

While we conscientiously adhere to those
doctrines and practices which we believe to be
true, we must avoid a proud, sectarian spirit.
Yet, it is evident that not all who profess faith in
Christ possess faith in Christ. It is one thing to
be religious, it is another thing to be saved. Itis
one thing to be a part of a religious organisation,
itis something else to be in the church, the body
of Christ. All that glitters is not gold, and ‘they

. HP are not all Israel, which are of Israel’ (Romans
For we are the circumcision, g ‘

How can we know who are the true people

Wthh WOFShIp GOd |n the Sp'”t, of God? | do not raise the question so that you

may examine others. | raise this question so

and reJO|Ce |n Ch ”St JeSUS’ that each one may examine himself. Am | one

. . of the Lord’s true people? How can | know
and have no Conﬂdence |n the whether or not | am one of God’s elect? Not by
what | believe. Demas believed the truth. Not by
ﬂeSh what | practise in religion. Judas had the right
- form of religion. Not by what | do, or do not do.
HH : . The Pharisees were meticulous, straight-laced
P h I I I p p I a nS 3 . 3 and outwardly moral. Not by the great religious
experiences | have had. Lot's wife had many
great experiences.

There have always been certain religious
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Who are the true people of God? How can
| know whether or not | am one of God’s elect?
Paul tells us, ‘We are the circumcision, which
worship God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ
Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh’.

In this one brief verse of Scripture, the
Apostle Paul describes for us four distinct
characteristics of God’s elect.

Operation of grace

‘We are the circumcision.” Every true believer
has experienced an inward work of grace called
the circumcision of the heart. If | am truly a
believer, a child of God, | have experienced this
mighty operation of divine grace in my heart
(Romans 2:29). Often we refer to this operation
of grace as ‘the new birth’, but it is described
several ways in the New Testament. The new
birth is a spiritual resurrection (John 5:24, 25).
It is a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17). Here
Paul speaks of the new birth as a spiritual
circumcision of the heart (Colossians 2:10, 11).

In the Old Testament, God’s covenant people
were circumcised in the flesh. The cutting away
of the flesh of the foreskin was a ceremonial
picture of redemption and conversion, the
circumcision of the heart. In circumcision, the
filth of the flesh was cut away. In the new birth,
the old man is cut off and Christ is formed in us.
This circumcision of the heart is the work of God
alone. Itis made without hands, by the power of
God. To be circumcised in my heart is to have
my heart cut open by the hand of God and my
inmost sin exposed to the eye of God. The knife
which the Lord uses to circumcise the hearts of
His people is the Word of God (Hebrews 4:12).
Circumcision is the cutting off of the heart from
every false hope.

Circumcision was the seal of God’s covenant
to Abraham (Genesis 17:9-11). The Holy
Spirit is the seal of God’s covenant to us in
Christ (Ephesians 1:13, 14). Circumcision
distinguished the Jews from the Gentiles. It was
a mark of distinction, identifying and separating
the children of Abraham from all others. The
circumcision of the heart is a mark in the
believer, identifying him as a child of God. It is
not a mark seen by the eyes of men, but by the
eyes of God alone (1 Samuel 16:7). The new
birth is that act of grace by which all of God’s
elect are separated from the rest of mankind.

Circumcision was an act of cleansing in
the flesh. The new birth is the purifying of the
heart and conscience by the blood of Christ.
Circumcision was a painful thing to endure. The
new birth is attended with the painful conviction

DON FORTNER

of the Holy Spirit. When Christ is revealed He
will cause pain and contrition of heart (Zechariah
12:10).

Circumcision was a permanent work. The
new birth is a permanent work of grace in the
heart. Only God can speak to your heart. Only
God can wound your heart. Only God can
expose your sin and destroy your refuge of
lies. To be circumcised in your heart is to have
your heart pricked with a true sense of your sin,
under Holy Spirit conviction. To be circumcised
in your heart is to have your heart broken before
God (Psalm 51:17; Isaiah 66:2). The hardness
of the heart is removed when the iniquity of the
heart is exposed. If ever you come under Holy
Spirit conviction by a revelation of Christ in your
heart, you will loathe your sin, you will know
the shame of your sin, you will acknowledge
your sin, and you will renounce all of your own
supposed righteousness before God.

When Paul says, ‘We are the circumcision’,
he is saying we are the true people of God; we
are the true Israel of God; we are the church
of God. Only those whose hearts have been
circumcised by divine grace are born of God.
If I am one of God'’s elect, | have experienced
this mighty operation of grace in my heart.

Worship
‘Which worship God in the Spirit.” Do we know
anything about true worship (John 4:23, 24)?

NEW TITLE NEWTITLE NEWTITLE

Discovering Christ In Ephesians
Don Fortner

The Apostle Paul had great love and concern for
the young church at Ephesus which he had been
instrumental in forming over several years. Ephesus was
an idolatrous city dedicated to Diana but the gospel was
gaining converts and Paul was eager to confirm them in
the faith of Jesus Christ.
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DISCOVERING CHRIST IN PHILIPPIANS

Do we know what it is to worship God in the
Spirit? Public worship is important. We must
not neglect it. But true worship is much more
than going through the acts of worship. There
are many who worship God publicly, who never
worship God privately. Many who meticulously
observe the externals of worship know nothing
of internal worship. God’s saints worship Him.

Public worship is easily performed, but
private worship is difficult. Public worship gains
the approval of men, but private worship seeks
the approval of God. Public worship may make
a man proud and self-righteous, but private
worship will humble a man before God. Public
worship is pleasing to the flesh, but private
worship brings peace and comfort to the heart.
Public worship tells men what | want them to
think | am, but private worship reveals what |
really am.

True worship is not a physical act. We have
no physical objects of worship. We have no
physical help to worship. All physical worship
is idolatry. All men are idolaters by nature.
Therefore, idolatry is very appealing to the
flesh. But God forbids it (Exodus 20:4, 5). God’s
saints all worship God in His true character!
We worship God exclusively, carefully making
certain that we render praise, honour, and glory
to no one else.

God gave us His Son in the incarnation,
through the womb of the virgin, but man passes
by Christ and worships the virgin Mary. Christ
died upon the cross to redeem us from sin, but
man passes by Christ and worships the cross.

Discovering Christ In Philippians
Don Fortner

Paul is in prison and awaiting death in Rome. He
writes to caring friends; encouraging, advising and
admonishing them in such matters as are truly important
in life such as joy, patience, contentment and faith in
Jesus Christ.

Price £30.00 ($40.00) + £2.95 p&p
188 pages hardback  ISBN:978-1-908475-23-7

Available from Go Publications at:
http://go-newfocus.co.uk/books

Purchases through Paypal or credit card.
Also available from Amazon.

Our Lord gave us the ordinance of baptism
as a symbolic confession of faith in Him, but
man passes by Christ and makes baptism his
saviour. Christ gave us the bread and wine of
the Lord’s Supper to remind us what He has
done for us, but man passes by Christ and
makes the bread and wine his saviour.

True worship is a spiritual act of the heart
toward God. | cannot stress this enough.
Worship is a matter of the heart. God looks
upon the heart. We worship God because He
is God. We worship God because He has been
gracious to us in election, redemption, calling,
and providence (Psalm 34:1-7). We worship
God because he is a Father unto us and we
are His sons and daughters.

What is true worship? True worship is a
humble submission of the heart to the sovereign
Lord. True worship is an adoring reverence of
God. True worship is faith in God. It is the trust
and confidence of the believing heart. True
worship is praise and thanksgiving to God.

True worship is in the spirit. We worship God
by the grace, the power, and the direction of the
Holy Spirit. Idolaters have a carnal god who is
impressed with carnal things. They worship
with carnal things; images, robes, pictures,
crosses, altars, and ceremonies. Those things
which they call ‘aids’ to worship actually forbid
worship (Hebrews 13:10). All carnal worship is
a pretence, a show in the flesh, no more! Our
worship is spiritual. Itis a matter of the heart. We
worship God according to the revelation of the
Spirit. We worship God spiritually, personally,
inwardly (Matthew 6:3, 4, 6, 17, 18). We worship
Him by the free, spontaneous exercise of faith,
hope, and love toward Him.

Rejoices
‘Rejoice in Christ Jesus.’ The word ‘rejoice’ here
is not the same word that we had in verse 1 of
chapter 3. The word ‘rejoice’ here has in it not
only the idea of joy and happiness, but also of
glorying, trusting, boasting, and confidence.
What Paul tells us here is that all who are born of
God, who have been circumcised in their hearts,
who worship God in their hearts, confidently
trust Christ alone for acceptance with God. The
true believer is one who has a thankful sense
of his Redeemer’s mercy, and desires to praise
Him for it. We rejoice in Christ Jesus and glory
in Him as our all-sufficient Lord and Saviour. To
rejoice in Christis to glory in Him as our All in all.
What is your glory and crown of rejoicing?
Is it your religion? Is it your doctrinal creed? Is
it your good character? Is it your wisdom? Or
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is it the Lord Jesus Christ? Every true believer
rejoices in Christ alone (1 Corinthians 1:30, 31).

We rejoice in who Christ is. He is God our
Saviour! We rejoice in Christ in all His offices.
He is my Prophet to teach me. He is my Priest
to redeem me. He is my King to rule over me.

We rejoice in what Christ has done; His
suretyship engagements, His incarnation,
His representative life, His substitutionary
atonement, and His triumphant exaltation.

We rejoice in the fact that Christ is where
He is, on the right hand of the majesty on high
(Hebrews 8:1). Christ our High Priest sits upon
the throne of heaven and makes intercession
for us to God. He is the right man (Hebrews
7:21-25). He has done the right thing (Hebrews
9:11, 12, 20). He is in the right place (Hebrews
8:1). He offers the right plea (Hebrews 9:22; 1
John 2:1, 2).

We rejoice in all the blessings and privileges
bestowed upon us in Christ (Ephesians 1:3).
We rejoice in redemption, pardon, justification,
acceptance, adoption, peace, and hope of
eternal life.

We rejoice in Christ always. | cannot always
rejoice in the events of my life, but | can always
rejoice in Christ Jesus my Lord. In adversity as
well as in prosperity, in sickness as in health, in
sorrow and in joy, | can and will rejoice in Christ
Jesus. To rejoice in Christ is to be content and
satisfied with Him. To rejoice in Christ is to say,
Christ is enough (Psalm 73:25, 26). We will
rejoice in Christ forever (Psalm 17:15).

No confidence in the flesh

‘And have no confidence in the flesh.” The word
‘flesh’ means anything other than the Lord
Jesus Christ which a man might look to as the
basis of his acceptance with God. We place no
confidence in our earthly privileges. We place
no confidence in our religious experiences. We
place no confidence in our church affiliation. We
place no confidence in our service for Christ.
We place no confidence in our good works. We
place no confidence in our ‘personal holiness’.
Our only confidence before God is Christ.
Charles Wesley wrote,

Other refuge have | none,
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee.

Christ alone is my confidence and hope for
all things before God. He has given me a good,
expectant, confident hope. Hymn writer Edward
Mote wrote:

DON FORTNER

My hope is built on nothing less

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.
| dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

On Christ the solid Rock | stand,

All other ground is sinking sand.

In Christ | am confident of God’s approval
and acceptance. In Christ | am confident of the
resurrection. In Christ | am confident that | shall
not be found wanting in the day of judgment. In
Christ | am confident of my eternal inheritance
in heaven.

Jesus, thy blood and righteousness
my beauty are, my glorious dress;
‘'midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
with joy shall I lift up my head.

Bold shall | stand in thy great day;

for who aught to my charge shall lay?
Fully absolved through these | am

from sin and fear, from guilt and shame.

When from the dust of death | rise
to claim my mansion in the skies,
e’en then this shall be all my plea,
Jesus hath lived, hath died, for me.

Jesus, be endless praise to thee,
whose boundless mercy hath for me,
for me a full atonement made,

an everlasting ransom paid.

O let the dead now hear thy voice;
now bid thy banished ones rejoice;
their beauty this, their glorious dress,
Jesus, thy blood and righteousness.

Nicolaus Ludwig,
Graf von Zinzendorf

Who are the true people of God? They have
experienced a mighty operation of grace. They
worship God in the spirit. They rejoice in Christ
Jesus. They have no confidence in the flesh.

Would you be numbered among the people
of God? Bow down and worship God. Trust the
Lord Jesus Christ. Renounce all your supposed
righteousness. If you do these things, it is
because the Lord Himself has performed a
mighty operation of grace in your heart. You, too,
are among the circumcision, the true people of
God.
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THOMAS WRIGHT

The Life Of Joseph Hart

George Whitefield
(1714-70)

little and to live in a more sober and orderly

manner’. ‘And now’, he says, ‘as | retained
the form of sound words, and held the doctrines
of free grace, justification by faith and other
orthodox tenets, | was tolerably confident of
the goodness of my state; especially as | could
now also add that other requisite, a moral
behaviour’. About this time he became united in
marriage to a young woman of whom we know
nothing, except that her Christian name was
Mary, that she was 14 years his junior, and that
she may have been the sister of the Rev. John
Hughes, a Baptist minister, who as we shall see,
succeeded to Hart’s pulpit. Mr. Hughes is styled
Hart’s brother-in-law, but whether Mrs Hart was
Hughes’s sister or whether Hughes married
Hart’s sister is not disclosed. In either case Hart

I n the year 1751, Hart began ‘to reform a

o

| S

w )
o

-

.
f ren

Part 3: ‘| Will Arise’ (1751- December, 1756)

and Hughes, who became affectionate friends,
had probably by this time made each other’s
acquaintance. ‘The generality of both sexes’,
laments Hart in a note to his Phocylides, ‘rush
into marriage as carelessly as if their interest
were but lightly concerned in it, and their
happiness or misery did not at all depend on
their choice’. It may be assumed, therefore, that
he himself exercised reasonable caution. Be
that as it may, the union, which was doubtless
one of the causes of his reformation, proved an
ideal one, and he became a tender and attentive
husband.

For several years he continued with a
‘lukewarm, insipid kind of religion, yet not
without some secret whispers of God’s love and
visitations of His grace, and now and then warm
addresses to Him in private prayer’. Then, too,
he regularly read the scriptures, both in English
and the original languages; but he could not see
that there was any necessity for our Saviour’s
death, and often resolved that he never would
believe it.

In the meanwhile George Whitfield, to use
the phrase of an enemy, had been travelling
from common to common, preaching from
chairs, joint-stools, and garden walls, and
making the people cry, but his principle
preaching place was a huge shed which he had
erected in Moorfields, very near to Wesley’s
centre, ‘The Foundry’. About 1744 he visited
Plymouth, and among those who received
serious impressions under him, and with whom
he became personally acquainted, was a young
man of splendid physique — a Hercules for
strength — Andrew Kinsman, of Tavistock —who
was destined to become, through Whitfield's
instrumentality, Joseph Hart's most devoted
friend and correspondent. A little later Kinsman
removed to Plymouth, where he fell in love with
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THE LIFE OF JOSEPH HART

and married a Christian lady of means, Miss
Ann Tilley. They resided in a thoroughfare called
Briton Side; and, moved by pious desires, they
erected at the end of their garden a chapel,
which they called, after the Free Grace centre
in London, the Tabernacle. The supplies were
Whitfield’s colleagues, John Cennick, the hymn-
writer, John Adams, and occasionally Kinsman
himself.

Several years passed away, and in 1749
Whitfield, who had been making a tour in the
West, once more approached Plymouth. His
spiritual children, headed by Kinsman, rode
out on horseback to meet him, and welcomed
him as an ‘angel of God’. Hundreds waited
‘to hear the word’, and he preached to them
(‘celestial radiance shining in his face’) in the
Briton Side Tabernacle. Like Whitfield, Kinsman
was often roughly treated — sometimes stoned
— by the rabble, and persecuted in other ways.
Thanks, however, to a powerful frame and a
mind insensible of fear and inured to contempt,
he proved equal to every emergency. On one
occasion a lieutenant in the Navy led a gang
of rioters into the Tabernacle, and commenced
smashing the windows and beating the
worshippers. Kinsman straightway grappled
with the leader, wrested his sword from him,
and by main strength, and notwithstanding the
opposition of the other rioters, dragged him
bare-headed (for his laced hat had fallen in the
struggle) into the yard, and thence through the
street to a magistrate. In 1752 Kinsman settled
at Devonport, where he built another chapel;
and he not only superintended the services at
both places of worship, but he made preaching
tours throughout the surrounding country,
sometimes journeying as far as Bristol.

In the meantime Whitfield, finding the
Tabernacle shed in Moorfield’s inconvenient
and inadequate, took it down and erected on
its site a huge hive-shaped building capable
of seating 4000 persons. It was opened with
the name unchanged, 10" June, 1753. A little
earlier Whitfield had made a tour through Kent,
and among those converted by him and with
whom he became personally acquainted was
William Shrubsole — a shipwright of Sheerness
— the William Shrubsole who afterwards by his
Christian memoirs linked his name not only with
Whitfield’s but also with Hart’'s. In 1754, just
before setting sail for America, Whitfield sent for
Kinsman to London, and in his announcement
at the Tabernacle he told his people that ‘a
promising young man, Mr Kinsman’, would
preach to them. The news circulated that he

had said, ‘my kinsman’; and curiosity having
been whetted, a large and expectant crowd
gathered on the following Sunday. However,
Kinsman’s evident sincerity, conjoined with a
harmonious voice and a sprightly and pathetic
delivery, enabled him to rivet the attention of
an exacting audience; and thenceforward he
was second in popular favour only to Whitfield
himself. Among his regular hearers were Hart’s
father and mother, and he became an honoured
guest at their house.

Whitfield returned to England in May, 1755,
and among those who were attracted to the
‘dear old beehive’, as Berridge of Everton called
the Tabernacle, was Joseph Hart. Whitfield
in wig, black robe, and bands ascended the
pulpit, his pockets bulging with notes written
by persons ‘brought under concern’. The
notes having been read, the sermon followed.
The earnestness of the preacher was even
terrible. ‘Mr Fervidus’ had never more truly
deserved his name. He threw out his arms. To
threatenings (the ‘wildfire’ of the profane and
even of some of the faithful) succeeded ‘soft
compassion’. The people, always emotional,
were exceptionally moved; some wrung their
hands, others cried out; and Hart, becoming
thoroughly alarmed, ‘manifested all the signs
of a sincere repentance of his sins’. There was
but one thought in his mind: ‘I will arise and
go to my Father’. A few days later he fell into
a deep despondency because ‘he had never
experienced grand revelations and miraculous
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JOSEPH HART

To The Holy Ghost

1
Come, Holy Spirit, come;

Let Thy bright beams arise;
Dispel the darkness from our minds,
And open all our eyes.

2
Cheer our desponding hearts,
Thou heavenly Paraclete;
Give us to lie, with humble hope,
At our Redeemer’s feet.

3
Revive our drooping faith;

Our doubts and fears remove;
And kindle in our breasts the flames
Of never-dying love.

4
Convince us of our sin,

Then lead to Jesus’ blood;
And to our wondering view reveal
The secret love of God.

5
Show us that loving Man
That rules the courts of bliss,
The Lord of Hosts, the Mighty God,
The eternal Prince of Peace.

6
'Tis Thine to cleanse the heart,
To sanctify the soul,

To pour fresh life on every part,
And new-create the whole.

7
If thou, celestial Dove,

Thy influence withdraw,
What easy victims soon we fall
To conscience, wrath, and law!

8
No longer burns our love;

Our faith and patience fail;
Our sin revives, and death and hell
Our feeble souls assail.

9
Dwell, therefore, in our hearts;
Our minds from bondage free;
Then shall we know, and praise, and love
The Father, Son, and Thee.

)

THOMAS WRIGHT

discoveries’. ‘| was very melancholy’, he says,
‘and shunned all company, walking pensively
alone or sitting in private and bewailing my sad
and dark condition, not having a friend in the
world to whom | could communicate the burden
of my soul, which was so heavy that | sometimes
hesitated even to take my necessary food’. To
the end, Hart continued to be a solitary man.

He often fell on his knees and besought God
with strong and fervent cries and tears, to reveal
Himself in a clearer manner. In the midst of one
of these prayers, a voice said to him, ‘Do you
choose the visionary revelations of which you
have formed some wild idea, or to be content
with trusting to the low, despised mystery of a
crucified Man?’ Hart was enabled to prefer the
latter, and the choice gave him sweet comfort.
‘His father had compassion on him.” But to
dejection he was still at times a prey. ‘From
this’, he says, ‘l used to be relieved by pouring
out my soul to Christ, and beseeching him, with
cries and groans and tears, to reveal Himself to
me’.

A verse of Scripture answered his petition:
‘That which thou hast already, hold fast till |
come’.

Clasping fast his hands, he exclaimed with
emotion, ‘| would sooner part with every drop
of blood than let go the hopes | already have in
a crucified Saviour’.

Another scripture having presented itself,
behold | come quickly, and my reward is with
me’, he cried in ecstasy, ‘Come, Lord Jesus,
come!’

The year 1756 passed away — a year of
gloom for England, for the country had been
plunged into the horrors of war. There was talk
of nothing but gorgeous uniforms, muskets, and
the departure of troops; the kettle-drum, the
fife, and the trumpet were heard in the streets;
and yet the year was marked by at least one
conspicuous religious event — the erection by
Whitfield of a second ‘soul-trap’, as the ‘indolent
clergy who battened in ease’ thought fit to call
it — the chapel in Tottenham Court Road. The
spring of 1757 — an even more calamitous time
— marked as it was by defeat and disgrace to
Britain (‘Oswego gone, an army cut to pieces,
an admiral shot to death!’) also passed away;
and then finally came the answer to Hart’s
fervent prayer. It was the central event of his
life; and cannot better be described than in his
own words.

To be continued
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Daily Visits To

The Court Of Appeal

human courts of appeal is Thy throne

of heavenly mercy? Interest, intrigue,

and power, are too often the necessary
qualifications to obtain the favour of men. But
to be friendless, poor, and miserable, under
the deepest sense of undeserving, become
the truest recommendations with my God. It is
a fruitless attempt for a poor stranger to go to
an earthly court, or to seek the favour of some
great man in office, without an introduction: but
the most forlorn state of nature, needs no other
recommendation to the heavenly court, than
their sense of want: yea, the Lord is said to be
nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and
will save such as be of an humble spirit! The
high and mighty of this world carry themselves
proudly, towards those that are seeking any
favours from them; and very often long silence,
and a time of much suspense, go before their
grants, even, when perhaps, from the first
they intended them; but with the High and
Lofty One, who inhabiteth eternity, and whose
name is Holy, His gracious manner of receiving
petitioners at His throne, is the reverse: He
saith Himself: ‘it shall come to pass that before
they call, | will answer; and while they are yet
speaking, | will hear’ (Isaiah 65:24). Men cannot
go before princes, and the great ones of the
earth at all times; but for the most part when
they are appointed, and the hours for receiving
and answering suits are limited. But it is not
so with Him, who is Prince of the Kings of the
earth. Access to Him is forever. Jesus is always
upon the throne, and His ear always open to
the cries of His people. Yea, it is sweetly said of
Him, that He waits to be gracious (Isaiah 30:18).
And the way not only to His throne, but to His
heart, like the gates of that blessed city, spoken
of in scripture, stands everlastingly open, and
is never shut, day or night (Revelation 21:25).
Such then being the vast superiority of an
heavenly court, to an earthly: it should seem to
require no higher recommendation, to induce
every poor distressed creature to go there,
than what ariseth out of a conscious sense of
his own need, and the assured welcome he

P recious Lord Jesus! How opposed to all

will find. One might expect to see the mercy
seat of Jesus thronged with petitioners, and all
hastening to a throne, whose very object is to
give out mercy. And so itis, indeed, by every one
who is brought acquainted with the plague of his
own heart; and hath the smallest apprehensions
of the immense compassions of Jesus. For the
mercies there dispensing are in the daily, yea,
the hourly necessities, both of saint and sinner.
The child of God renewed by grace requires
continually renewed acts of that grace: without
which his best spiritual state doth soon languish.
And hence the Lord, speaking of His church,
under the similitude of a vineyard, saith ‘I will
water it every moment’ (Isaiah 27:3). And well is
it for His redeemed that He doth. For though our
souls do not always feel the momentary need,;
neither are we conscious in ten thousand times,
ten thousand instances of Christ’s watering; yet,
were it not that our inward man is renewed day
by day by the Lord, our body of sin meeting with
the temptations of Satan, and the world at large,
would make sad waste in the church of God!
It was not without an eye to this, in the
constant necessities of God’s children, the
Apostle prayed for the church, that grace,

Robert Hawker
(1753-1827)
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mercy, and peace might be multiplied (1 Peter
1:2, Jude 2). And certain it is, that grace which
is the fountain of all mercies in God’s heart,
is multiplied by the effect of it, in mercy and
peace in ours. For as we multiply our offences,
the acts of divine grace are multiplied in giving
pardons. And while every truly regenerated
child of God finds cause to be often looking
back, and contemplating with holy joy that blest
hour, when from God the Holy Ghost quickening
him to a new life in Christ, he was forgiven all
trespasses (Colossians 2:13), so doth he daily
discover, in the circumstances of renewed errors
in his walk of life, to be no less looking for the
multiplications of grace in renewed pardons to
renewed offences. Oh! How very precious in
this view is the mercy seat of the Lord Jesus.
Reader! Have you duly considered these
things? Hath the Lord the Spirit brought you
into a daily acquaintance with the plague of your
own heart? Hath He made you completely out of
love with yourself, and all your own attainments?
Yea, hath the Lord so fully done this as
sometimes to make it appear to your view, as if
there were growing imperfections in you? These
are very humbling, but very profitable lessons
of God’s teaching. It is by these, and in the
higher department of Christ’s school, that the
Lord teacheth His people to profit (Isaiah 48:16,
17; Ezekiel 16:63). Moreover, while the Holy
Ghost is thus bringing down every high look,
and emptying our souls from vessel to vessel,
He is hereby preparing for the exalting of the
Lord Jesus to our view, and for bringing Him
home to fill our hearts, and to form Him there
the hope of glory! Doth my reader enter into

12

an apprehension of these things? Then will he
apprehend also the blessedness of the mercy
seat of the Lord Jesus; and the high privilege of
going there. The Holy Ghost will have opened
to his understanding, the sweetness, and
graciousness of His own scripture.

‘Seeing that we have a great high priest
that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son
of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we
have not an high priest which cannot be touched
with the feelings of our infirmities; but was in all
points tempted like as we are; yet without sin.
Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace
to help in time of need’ (Hebrews 4:11-16).

In whatever point of view we consider the
mercy seat of the Lord Jesus Christ, in every
way, and by every argument, it is endeared to
our affection. The very name of it, a throne of
grace; carries with it everything of blessedness.
And as the first and great design for which it is
appointed, is to open a constant communication
between God and His church, through the
mediation of Christ; so the Lord the Spirit,
leading forth His people in these sendings of
the heart in prayer, by which their requests are
made known; and God the Father answering
in mercy their petitions in the Son’s name most
graciously show the divine harmony in the
administration.

But what | would particularly keep in view,
as one of the most endearing circumstances
of the mercy seat, is the character of Him who
presides there. The Holy Ghost in the most
affectionate manner teacheth the church that
it is Christ, in His Mediator office. And as if the
Lord the Spirit would impress this point in the
strongest possible manner on the minds of the
people; He describes Him as ‘the Lamb in the
midst of the throne’ (Revelation 7:17); thereby
alluding to the glory of His personal nature as
God-man: and to the dignity of His office, as
the centre of all sovereignty and power. Both
are sweet views, and when blended, become
unitedly great and blessed. The infinite glories
of His person, and the infinite merits of His blood
and righteousness, are very properly set forth
under the character of a throne, from whence
everything of royalty comes forth. And the Lord
Jesus being in the midst of it implies that it is
accessible in every direction.

But amidst the numberless glories of
Christ’s person, and the possession of all divine
attributes which Christ hath to endear His mercy
seat to all His people; there is one feature of
character belonging to the Son of God in our
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nature, which comes home in such a warmth of
affection to our tenderest feelings, as tends to
make every other yet abundantly more blessed
and gracious; namely, that His appointment to
the office of our High Priest was, that from His
own feelings, He might enter into the feelings of
His people. It is this sweet feature of character
that gives the finishing loveliness to the whole.
And although the Son of God could not have
been suited for the office of High Priest, had
He not been God; (for all the divine perfections
are necessary to furnish the never ending
mercies He hath to impart) yet would not the
divine nature alone, without being united to the
human, have allowed that sympathy of heart
which an High Priest required, that He might
have compassion on the ignorant, and on them
that are out of the way; for that He Himself is
compassed with infirmity. He must feel, as well
as know, what are the exercises, and what will
suit the cases of those He relieves. He must
have a personal apprehension, what support
that is which will give succour to the tempted.
And hence, it is blessedly said of Jesus; for in
that He Himself hath suffered being tempted;
He is able to succour them that are tempted’
(Hebrews 2:18).

On this account therefore, it becomes the
most powerful encouragement to a child of
God, under any depression of sorrow, heart
straitenings, and infirmity of soul, to go to the
mercy seat of Jesus, from the consideration that
he is going to one of his own nature. That the
Son of God knoweth what our frame is, by His
own. That it was on this very account, He was
made High Priest; neither could He have been a
suitable High Priest without it. That neither was
He sworn into this office for the greatness of
His knowledge, or the mightiness of His power
alone. These perfections were indeed essential
to the office; neither could He have done without
them. But these were not all. He was made High
Priest, because He is man as well as God; and
therefore the immense compassions of His
heart, are suited to the immense necessities of
His people. Very sweetly, and very blessedly,
one of His servants was taught by the Holy
Ghost to say all this, and much more to the
church of Him, when He said, ‘Like as a father
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them
that fear him: for he knoweth our frame; he
remembereth that we are dust’ (Psalm 103:13,
14).

And, is the mercy seat of Jesus so
constituted? Is the Lord who presides there so
qualified; so suited to the wants of His people; so

ROBERT HAWKER

gracious, that there needs no recommendation
to His favour; so compassionate as to make all
the cases of His people His own; and so tender
as to enter, by a fellow-feeling, into all their
concerns? Then, my soul, do thou constantly
go; yea, invite all that know the plague of their
own heart to go; and let us all go; for, very sure
it is, all His redeemed must succeed; for, never
will He send any empty away! But the poor and
the needy shall give praise to His name.

Let my daily, hourly visits, to the mercy seat
of my Lord, be always under these impressions:
| go to receive, not to give: | go empty to be
filled: and, like the beggar that goeth out of the
morning to seek his daily alms, that literally
hath nothing, so may God the Holy Ghost lead
me, stripped of everything of my own, to the
highway of ordinances, and to the mercy-seat of
Jesus, to receive out of His fulness, and grace
for grace.

And if my God will have, as that He must
have, all the glory of His bounties, in bestowing
them, not only without an eye to merit, in the
receiver, but in direct opposition to all the sins,
and unworthiness of His people; surely | am in
every way suited for His princely clemency to get
glory by me. Jesus shall have the whole praise,
for He richly deserves it; and | am content to be
nothing, yea, worse than nothing; so that the
Lord my God becomes the more blessed to my
view. And will He not be more blessed to my
view, and come home ten thousand times more
endeared to my heart, when, from that height of
glory and power to which He is now exalted, He
stoops down to inquire after, and to relieve all
my sins and sorrows, as He once washed the
feet of poor fishermen, at a time when He knew,
that the Father had given all things into His
hands? (John 13:3). Yes! Thou dear Lord, in all
my visits to Thy throne, and all Thy visits to my
soul; sure | am, Thou needest nothing from thy
redeemed, to make the meeting blessed. The
empty walls, and the broken hearts of sinners,
are best suited for His residence, in whom
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
So then, when my heart is most depressed, and
everything in myself, within, and without, and
all around, are most discouraging, then, Lord,
let me hear Thy voice, in that sweet scripture
of Thine, which will raise my soul above all her
sorrows. ‘Thus saith the High and Lofty One that
inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy: | dwell
in the high and holy place: with him, also, that
is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the
spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of
the contrite ones’ (Isaiah 57:15).
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Mosaic Law or
Gospel Precepts?

here is much contention regarding
I that which governs the behaviour, the
lifestyle, of true believers in the days
since Christ ascended to glory. Many, like the
Judaizers that troubled the Galatian believers,
insist that it is the law of Moses given at Sinai
that still directs the conduct of God’s people
in this world; they call it, ‘The believer’s rule
of life’. But the Apostles, writing in the light of
Christ having fulfilled all Old Testament types,
were consistent and insistent that Mosaic law is
not the believer’s rule. Paul stressed (Romans
10:4) that Christ was the end of that law for
righteousness, for rightness and acceptance
with God.

Much of the New Testament, especially the
epistles, is devoted to inspired instructions to
believers individually and as local churches as
to how to behave, how to interact with each
other and the world around. Take the example
of lying. Being untruthful with Christian
brethren, being untruthful with neighbours,
fellow citizens, civil authorities is clearly
inconsistent with the holiness of God and
the gospel of Christ. Lying is the ‘offspring’ of
Satan (John 8:44) and the antithesis of God’s
truth. Christ died to pay the penalty for the sins
of all His people including their lying, so how
can it ever be considered permissible for one
whose lies have been forgiven then to assume
licence to sin in lying to others? But nowhere
does the New Testament enforce the precept
of truthfulness by appeal to Mosaic law, i.e.
the ninth commandment, ‘Thou shalt not bear
false witness ...” Rather the appeal is to the
new man born of God’s Spirit to ‘Adorn the
doctrine of our God and Saviour in all things’
(Titus 2:10).

Colossians 3:9 tells the elect of God to
‘Lie not to one another’, why? ‘seeing that
ye have put off the old man with his deeds’.
Ephesians 4:25 is clearer still, ‘Wherefore

putting away lying, speak every man truth with
his neighbour’, why? ‘for we are members one
of another’. The gospel reason for believers
to be truthful is not because lying violates
the ninth commandment, but because being
members together of the one unified body of
Christ, to lie to one another would damage that
sacred union. If | lie to my Christian brother it
is as if | used my left hand to stab my right
hand. The same principles apply to all the New
Testament ‘Gospel Precepts’.

The New Testament scriptures call for all
of Christ’s redeemed people to live by gospel
precepts; their behaviour in this world, to one
another, to people all around is to be honouring
to God; selfless, truthful, kind and generous.
Only the new man of God’s Spirit imparted
in the new birth is capable of spontaneously
producing this behaviour but the old man of
the flesh constantly resists. Believers are told
often to live life ‘putting off the old man of flesh’
and ‘putting on the new man of the Spirit’. But
what will empower success in response to
this call? Will threats of punishment or loss for
failure; will promise of extra reward in heaven
as implied by the law empower the change?
No, because of the inability, the weakness, of
the flesh (Romans 8:3).

But when the new man of the Spirit bathes
in the light of gospel grace, looking unto Jesus,
contemplating the ‘mind that was in Christ’
(Philippians 2:5) that brought him down from
heavenly glory to the lowest shame of the cross,
delighting in the accomplishment of the blood
of Christ, and so much more, then the power of
God unto salvation drives willing conformance
to gospel precepts. Just as the moon has no
ability to shine of itself but lights up a dark
night by reflecting the sun’s light, so the light
of believers shines (Matthew 5:16) only in so
much as it reflects the light of the glory of God
in Jesus Christ.
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A View Of Calvary

It is the blood that maketh Atonement for the Soul—Leviticus 17:11

view of Calvary sometimes does us
A good. We do not want a cross hung

round the neck, or a crucifix thrust in
our face by an impertinent priest; but we do want
a Faith’s view of Calvary and the Crucified One,
which shall endear Him more and more to our
immortal Souls.

‘It is the blood that maketh the Atonement
for the Soul.” The blood of the slain beasts
was to be offered to the LORD at the door
of the tabernacle, but all eating of the blood
was strictly forbidden. This was one of the
many pointings to the vicarious Sacrifice and
Atonement of Christ for Sin in the room and
stead of His People. ‘He once suffered for
Sins, the Just for the unjust, that He might
bring us to God’ (1 Peter 3:18). This is a
vital point in our most holy Faith. But, alas!
it is highly distressing to mark how men of
intelligence and position in the present day
ignore ‘the Atonement of Christ’. We meet with
it on all sides. The fact is, it is fashionable to
be religious, and almost everybody makes a
profession; and the idea of Christ’s shedding
His blood for the Atonement of our Souls is
repugnant to those who possess only a natural
religion, and have ‘a name to live, but are dead’
(Revelation 3:1).

But let the natural men say and think
what they will, the Declaration of the Sacred
Scriptures remains the same: ‘Without
shedding of blood there is no remission’
(Hebrews 9:22); and if no Remission, there can
be no Heaven—for nothing that defileth can
enter there (Revelation 21:27). It is, therefore,
impossible for one denying the Atonement,
and whose Sins are still upon him, to pass
through the pearly gates. Such are as much
rejecting Christ, as those did who, when He
appeared on the pavement, with His face and
hair and shoulders clotted with blood, cried,
‘Away with Him! away with Him!" (John 19:15).
| would not be in their plight for ten thousand

worlds. Blessed be His precious name, we,
dear Readers, are not rejecting Him, but
revere Him; and the once Suffering but now
Glorified One at the right hand of the Father, is
our Saviour and our Joy. Who hath made us to
differ? It is all of grace.

Well then, beloved, we affirm that the
Declaration before us— ‘It is the blood that
maketh Atonement’, is a pointing to that
atonement which Jesus made on the Cross
when He shed His precious Blood for us.
Indeed, every sacrifice and offering pointed
to Him who offered up Himself for us; and
all the offices of Christ, and all the benefits
of His Redemption, are set forth in types
and shadows. Some set forth His spotless
character, some His Atonement and His taking
away Sin, and others show how He pardons
and saves His People. And when Christ

George Cowell
(1822-1894)
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came, all these shadows fled away, finding
their Substance in Him; and it is a wicked and
Christ-dishonouring thing to go back to them
(Galatians 2:18), as the Roman Catholics and
Ritualists do.

A short time back, when in the South of
England, we went to the service if one of those
plain churches of our land, where a simple
evangelical service is held, and the Church
left undecorated by offerings displeasing to
God; and there were two things which struck
us as being exceedingly nice:—the first was
this, that in bold characters by the side of
the ten commandments was written, ‘IT IS
FINISHED'. ‘Yes’, thought I, ‘that is it—Christ
fulfilled every requirement of the Law’. ‘Christ
is the end of the Law for righteousness to
every one that believeth’ (Romans 10:4). ‘That
the righteousness of the Law might be fulfilled
in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit’ (Romans 8:4). | rejoiced to see those
words, ‘It is finished’, boldly written beside the
commandments of the Law. And the other thing
that seemed nice was that over the door from
the Vestry, from which issued the Ministers. It
was written in equally bold letters— ‘Brethren
pray for us’. Ah! such points are worth all the
fast-decaying posies and emblems of Cain’s
offerings (Genesis 4:3), which abound in the
churches of our land. We want Gospel Truths
pointed to, and the Fulness and Perfection
of Christ brought out to the Honour of His
Great Name. And those who preach such will
earnestly desire to put up the burden of that
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cry printed over the Vestry door referred to—
‘Brethren pray for us’.

But we speak of the Old Testament pointing
to Christ. We go further back, and affirm that
our Lord’s crucifixion was predestined. Yes,
everything was planned and predicted in the
Court of Heaven, before the foundation of
the world, concerning our Lord’s sufferings
and death. Hence we are told that Jesus
was set forth by the Eternal Father to be a
Propitiation for the remission of Sins, and the
Testimony of personal Remission is ‘Faith in
His blood’ (Romans 3:25). And again, the
Holy Spirit ‘testified beforehand the suffering
of Christ and the Glory that should follow’ (1
Peter 1:11); and our blessed Lord is declared
to be ‘the Lamb slain from the foundation of
the world’ (Revelation 13:8). The Victim which
Infinite Wisdom appointed was no other than
the co-equal Son of God; and because DEITY
could not suffer, ‘a body’ was prepared for Him
(Hebrews 10:5), that perfect humanity might
bleed in sacrifice, and that sacrifice might be
acceptable and meritorious by virtue of its
union with Deity. Surely this is clear.

And then while as we have said and shown
by the Word, that everything concerning
our Lord’s Atonement was predestined and
predicted, everything was planned, and such
Predictions were delivered to God’s appointed
Servants, to declare concerning Him. For
instance, those who took part in the crucifixion
always divided and shared the garments of the
Criminal; but, when the Roman soldiers came
to our Lord’s Vestment, without a seam, woven
from the top throughout, they agreed notto rend
it, but to cast lots for it, fulfilling the Prediction,
‘They parted My garments among them, and
cast lots upon My vesture’ (Psalm 22:18).
Again, ‘Then were there two thieves crucified
with Him, one on the right hand, and another
on the left’ (Matthew 27:38). Here was the
fulfilment of that Prophecy, ‘He was numbered
with the transgressors’ (Isaiah 53:12). And
again, the legs of our precious Crucified One
were not broken, according to the custom of
crucifixion, fulfilling the Prediction, ‘A bone of
Him shall not be broken’ (John 19:36). And
yet once more; the thrusting of the spear into
His dear side, fulfilled the Prediction, ‘They
shall look upon Him whom they have pierce’
(John 19:37). Ah! yes, and His people do still.
| for one, have looked upon Him whom | have
pierced—for my Sins helped to nail Him upon
the cross. | think of Him arriving at Golgotha—
the place of skulls; | think of the ignominy
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offered to Him; of the pain of His Punishment;
of the wound-prints in His dear hands and
feet; of the spear-thrust into His dear side;
of the sarcastic expressions uttered by His
Enemies, and His Blessing those that cursed
Him; of the raillery and mockery of those who
but a few days before had received Him with
‘Hosannas’; and one thing was particularly
uppermost in my Faith’s view of Calvary, it was
this—that every limb of Christ’s precious body
was made to suffer. Those hands that had
been outstretched to unloose burdens, and
which were uplifted in Blessings, were nailed to
the cross. Those feet, which walked so many
weary miles to do good and spread Gospel
Tidings of great Joy, were rivetted by nails to
the accursed tree. That head, which had been
raised in Love and Mercy over many a poor
wayworn Pilgrim, was wreathed in thorns, and
drooped upon His shoulders; and yet, with
it all—with all the Agonies He endured, we
seemed to behold His calm dignity and firm
Purpose, to ‘give His life a Ransom for many’
(Matthew 20:28). Was ever love like this!

But there were yet other things marked
in our view of Calvary. We noted what a
wonderful Miracle of Grace was performed at
the crucifixion of our Lord, to stamp for ever the
Divine Verity with Godhead Power. He came ‘to
save to the uttermost’ (Hebrews 7:25). Amidst
the Mockers around the cross, and the Mocker
on one side of the cross, there was yet that
Elect Vessel of Mercy (Romans 9:23) on the
other side of the cross, who, moved by Divine
Grace, and acknowledging the Character and
Power of the Lord of Glory, pleading for Mercy
at the eleventh hour, cried ‘Jesus, Lord (1
Corinthians 12:2), remember me when Thou
comest into Thy Kingdom’ (Luke 23:42). Jesus,
turning, as it were, the cross into a Throne,
replied, with Kingly Power and Pardon upon
His lips, ‘Verily | say unto thee, To-day shalt
thou be with Me in Paradise’. A dying Thief in
Paradise with the LORD Jehovah! If this is not
a Seal of Sovereign Grace and Mercy, what is
it?

Another thing that came to view was the
fact that, while Sinful mortals reviled and
rejected Him, all nature did Him homage. ‘And
it was about the sixth hour, and there was
darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour.
And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the
temple was rent in the midst. And when Jesus
had cried with a loud voice, He said, Father,
into Thy hands | commend My spirit: and
having said thus, He gave up the ghost’ (Luke

GEORGE COWELL

23:44-46). Mark, ‘the sun was darkened’. The
sun, that glorious luminary of the heavens,
hid his face, as if ashamed of what was done
by wicked men to the Lord of Glory, and for
three hours the mantle of pitchy darkness
pervaded all nature. Was not this a significant
and miraculous Testimony to who and what
Christ was—the God of nature and creation
and Grace? And, while He suffered, nature
itself was clothed in the sable view of sorrow.
The thoughtful, Spirit-taught Christian marks
in such facts the Power and Sovereignty of
the Saviour he adores. And then, not only was
‘the sun darkened’ and ‘Behold, the veil of the
temple rent in twain from the top to bottom; and
the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; and the
graves were opened; and many bodies of the
Saints which slept arose, and came out of the
graves after His Resurrection, and appeared
unto many’ (Matthew 27:51—53).

Did ever such things occur before or since?
Never. Crucifixions were frequentin those days,
but never before was there such a Testimony.
Everything that occurred confirmed the fact
that the Sufferer was the God-Man Christ
Jesus. And then when His earthly mother,
His mother’s sister, Mary Magdalene, and the
beloved Disciple observed the veil of darkness
extending over the face of nature, they drew
near to the foot of the cross. Ah! sorrow, when
the heart loves Christ, draws us to His feet.
Afflictive Providences bring us near unto Him.
‘To whom shall we go, but to Thee? Thou hast
the Words of Eternal Life!” (John 6:68). And it
is also at the feet of the crucified Saviour we
learn the Supreme Truth of Christianity, and
the reality of personal religion. Take away the
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A VIEW OF CALVARY

Atonement, and Christianity is a misnomer.
Oh, let me look up by Faith to the bleeding
Sacrifice, and let me be, as | have been,
overcome and melted with love at the survey—
to think that the dear and precious harmless
and Sinless Son of God suffered for me—died
that He might gain for me Eternal Life! Shed
His precious Blood to wash all my Sins away!
Oh, it does melt one! Was ever love like this?
No, never! He laid down His life in Love. Oh,
to love Him ten thousand times more than | do.
My love and gratitude outflow, from a broken
and contrite heart, for Him who has done so
much for me. Sayest thou, dear Reader, ‘Yes,
and for me, even me too?’

Oh, my Soul, put thy trust wholly upon the
crucified One. Why needest thou ‘fear the
darkest hour?’ Nothing can harm the Child
of God, who rests upon the Finished Work of
Christ, and finds shelter in the Crucified One.
Though the Pestilence walketh in darkness,
and sickness destroyeth at noon-day, thou
needest not fear the approach of Evil, for thou
art safely hid in the hollow of His hand; thou
art covered with the wings of redeeming Love.
(Psalm 91). And yet, O God, forgive me! | am
fearing, fearing even a return of what | have
recently passed through; fearing lest some
fresh Evil should befall me. Do forgive me,
dear Lord, and the Reader too, if he or she has
such a misgiving heart, and cause us to feel all
must be for the best if we are hidden in Christ
(Colossians 3:3)—safe in Jesus.

There is an expression which has arrested
my attention, which is full of significance; it
occurs in the new song that John heard sung in
Heaven by the Saints ‘Thou hast redeemed us
to God by Thy blood’ (Revelation 5:9; 14:2, 3).
What learn we from this? Why, surely, that God
is satisfied with the Covenant cost—redeemed
by blood. Every attribute is quieted: ‘Mercy
and Truth are met together; Righteousness
and Peace have kissed each other’ (Psalm
85:10). This, to my mind, increases the value
of the Redemption by Blood—it was shed as to
God, and which secures for us His presence.
Again, do we not also get at the thought of
presentation? ‘Thou hast redeemed us to God
by Thy blood’. ‘That He might present it to
Himself, a glorious Church, not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be
holy and without blemish’ (Ephesians 5:27).

But, beloved, our view of Calvary extends
to the taking down of the precious body of our
Lord from the cross. And they wrapped the body
with the spices in fine linen, and laid it in a new

sepulchre which Joseph of Arimathea had hewn
out of a rock for himself. This sepulchre was in
the garden near Mount Calvary, and, having
deposited it there, they fastened the door by
sealing it, and rolling against it a great stone.
One smiles at their useless precautions; could
they make Him who was the Mighty Conqueror
a prisoner in the tomb? Verily not. He said, ‘the
third day | will rise again’ (Matthew 17:23), and
so He did. Samson broke down the gates and
demolished the strongholds of his Enemies
by his might and strength (Judges 16:3); how
much more did our spiritual Samson break
the strongholds of the tomb, and fulfilled the
Prophecy concerning Him, ‘Thou wilt not leave
My Soul in Hell; neither wilt Thou suffer Thy
Holy One to see Corruption’ (Psalm 16:10).

What a remarkable expression that is
concerning Christ that He was the ‘free among
the dead’ (Psalm 88:5). What does it mean?
| take it that He was free inasmuch as the
sacrifice of Himself was His own act. He laid
down His life for His Sheep. ‘No man’, says He,
‘taketh it from Me, but | lay it down of Myself. |
have Power to lay it down, and | have Power
to take it again. Therefore doth My Father love
Me, because | lay down My life, that | may take
it again’ (John 10:17, 18). So that He gave up
the ghost, He dismissed His spirit, and was the
‘free among the dead’. So also was He ‘free
among the dead’ to rise again at the appointed
hour.

Look, too, at His desire as expressed in
His last prayer of prayers to His Father, as
He presents to the Eternal Father His own
Gift—And now | am no more in the world, but
these are in the world, and | come to Thee.
Holy Father, keep through Thine own name
those whom Thou hast given Me, that they
may be one, as we are’ (John 17:11). And not
merely this, but ‘Father, | will that they also,
whom Thou has given Me, be with Me where |
am; that they may behold My Glory’ (v. 24). Do
mark the presentation to the Father, and the
gracious desires concerning His Redeemed.
Oh! to think, my precious Lord, that | shall one
day be with Thee! The very thought brings tears
of Joy which will roll down the cheek. | shall be
with Him! | know some say that no man can
be assured of reaching Heaven. | give such
the Lie. At this moment | am assured of it as
that I live and breathe. Great presumption! Say
others. Be it so. May the Lord increase such
presumption, if you call it so. | know it to be
Assurance of Faith. ‘It is the blood that maketh
Atonement for the Soul.’
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Go To The Church-Yard

hat a multitude of beings, noble
creatures, are here reduced to
dust! God has broken his own best

workmanship to pieces, and demolished by
thousands the finest earthly structures of His
own building. Death is entered in, and reigned
over this town for many successive centuries;
it had its Commission from God, and it has
devoured multitudes of men.

hat a number of hillocks of death appear

all round us! What are the tombstones,
but memorials of the inhabitants of that town,
to inform us of the period of all their lives, and
to point out the day when it was said to each
of them, “Your time shall be no longer’. O, may
| readily learn this important lesson, that my
turn is hastening too; such a little hillock shall
shortly arise for me in some unknown spot of
ground, it shall cover this flesh and these bones
of mine in darkness, and shall hide them from
the light of the sun, and from the sight of man
till the heavens be no more. Perhaps some kind
surviving friend may engrave my name, with
the number of my days, upon a plain funeral
stone, without ornament, and below envy: there
shall my tomb stand among the rest as fresh
monument of the frailty of nature and the end
of time.

ISAAC WATTS

tis possible some friendly foot may now and

then visit the place of my repose, and some
tender eye may bedew the cold memorial with
a tear: one or another of my old acquaintance
may possibly attend there to learn the silent
lecture of mortality from my grave-stone, which
my lips are now preaching aloud to the world:
and if love and sorrows should reach so far,
perhaps while his soul is melting in his eyelids,
and his voice scarce finds an utterance, he will
point with his finger, and show his companion
the month and the day of my decease. O, that
solemn, that awful day, which shall finish my
appointed time on earth, and put a final period
to all the designs of my heart, and all the labours
of my tongue and pen!

hink, O my soul, that while friends or

strangers are engaged on that spot, and
reading the date of my departure hence, thou
will be fixed under a decisive and unchangeable
sentence, rejoicing in the rewards of time well
improved, or suffering the longer sorrows which
shall attend the abuse of it, in an unknown world
of happiness or misery.

o to the church-yard, then, O sinful and

thoughtless mortal; go learn from every
tombstone, and every rising hillock, that “The
wages of sin is death’. Learn in silence, among
the dead, that lesson which infinitely concerns
all the living; nor let thy heart be ever at rest,
till thou art acquainted with Jesus, who is the
Resurrection and the Life.
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Jesus And The Gentiles

Part 2. The New Testament And The Gentiles

The Old is in the New revealed

Isaiah in the Old Testament' relates how God
tells His Servant in His covenant work, ‘To
raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the
preserved of Israel’, adding, ‘1 will also give
thee as a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest
be my salvation unto the end of the earth’. This
was the Old Testament gospel. That this was
still Jesus’ New Testament task is shown by
His great world-wide commission in Matthew
28:19 commanding His chosen ones to go
into all the world and preach the gospel.?
Thus, whatever modern critics are telling us
about their rejection of the Old Testament,
our Lord preached its continuation in the New
Testament which stands on its shoulders. After
all, Christ was always, is, and ever will be, our
Covenant-Keeper. It is thus of great interest to
know that even at the birth of Jesus, non-Jews
such as the three wise men from the East
recorded in Matthew 2:1-12 were present as
His worshippers. Here, the account is so long
and detailed that one realises the full extent
of Herod’s crimes against God’s Covenant yet
how world-wide the gospel always was.

The Gospel is for all nations

Those who think that there has been an
ethnic chosen race called ‘the Jews’ from
Adam on might turn to Genesis 10 which
speaks of all the different races united by
one common language, at that time, but not
one religion. These were pre-Babel times but
what happened at Babel and after, described
in Chapter 11, shows how the world became
much more mixed nationally and mixed up in
religions and languages. We notice that the
confusion of languages was a punishment
to the nations for departing from God’s true
religion. Happily, we are told of Abraham here

1 Isaiah 49:6-8.
2 Matthew 28:18-20.

in Chapter 12. He believed in the Lord God
as did other Gentiles such as Job at this time
and they knew the Lord’s salvation. Thus,
Abraham and those like him were placed
within the Covenant of Grace. All this was
many hundreds of years before Israel became
a nation to share God’s promises with the
world. So, too, the Biblical language ‘Hebrew’
was a post-Babel phenomenon compiled out
of many other languages, including the Indo-
Germanic and Semitic and was perhaps never
a spoken language but one used like Latin
previously by the Roman Catholic Church for
purposes of worship.

The Jewish failure as a nation
We note that in Christ's day, when the few
Jews left in former Israel and Judah were split
up into various protectorates, Christ’s dealings
with them was strictly against the background
of the Covenant of Grace, including the Law of
Moses. Christ was born a Jew and saw that the
task of the Jews was to spread God’s world-
wide gospel, but the Jews as a nation, failed
in their duty and rejected their Messiah. They
yet still clung to the letter of the Law, which
they had embroidered out of all proportion,
chiefly due to Babylonian and other pagan
influences. They had rejected the spirit and
true meaning of the Law within the Covenant
which had been given them through Abraham
and Moses. The religion preached by Moses,
David and the prophets was now almost dead
in a formal, national, Jewish protectorate state.
These people were still called Christ's
‘own’ by John® but they would not have him,
as their Saviour. Christ, to them, was an
outsider. The New Testament gospels outline
how Christ condemned the sham-faith of
professing, but unbelieving, Jews and opened

3 John 1.11.
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the way for a wider evangelisation of the non-
Jews, thus bringing in all God’'s Holy Goy,*
Jew and non-Jew alike, which was the true
aim of the Incarnation and Atonement. Christ
respected the national and political boundaries
surrounding the protectorate He was in, or
outside of, throughout His earthly ministry. A
special case was that of the Tyre-Sidon area
which the Romans had put under the Herodian
dynasty. Tyre and Sidon, like the Gaza
coastlands which belonged to the Philistines,
were not part of the Canaan promised to the
Children of Israel. Jewish possessing of them,
even temporally, was a disregarding of God’s
Word.

The Jews for centuries under the reign of
foreign powers

Here we see the negative development of
the one-time nation of the Jews because of
their turning away from dependence on God
and belief in a Redeemer. After the Exile,
they were supressed and ruled for centuries
by foreign powers from both the East and the
West and a residue had come under Roman
rule in Galilee placed under an Idumaean
vassal king named Herod. A few of Herod’s
ancestors had been forced to take on the
Jewish religion but the king, of mixed racial
and religious origin, was anything but part of
the Holy Goy. He mocked the Jews’ Temple
worship by nationalising it and placing a large
golden eagle before it to please the Romans.
The spiritual Israel preached by David and the
Prophets was not wanted. Yet the residue left
of the national Jews, now strove to preserve
themselves as a people apart.’ This was not
by living according to God’s Covenant but by
degrading non-Jews as almost sub-human,
calling them ‘Gentiles’(Goyim), ignoring, or
having forgot, their own history as bearers of
the Covenant and God’s own Goy. They had

4 Exodus 19:6; 1 Peter 2:9.

5 It must be said that over two thirds of practising Jews
already lived in the Diaspora at the time of Christ, so the
Jews in Palestine were truly ‘a nation apart’, The situation is
the same today as Israeli Jews are only a fraction of world-
wide Jewry and should not be seen as their representatives.
| was brought up in an area (Bradford/Leeds) where there
was an estimated population of 46,000 Jews, mostly
Progressives, who tolerated Christians well and worked
with the Mildmay Mission to the Jews in their hospital in
Leeds, and were against the 1947 deportation of the Jews to
Palestine and rejected a worldly Jewish State. Most of these
British Jews lived in or around the area now called ‘Little
Germany’, but their pioneers, especially in the jewels and
coal trades were from ltaly. The Yiddish-speaking groups
were in the meat, spinning and weaving trades.
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become mere bearers of the Law and foreign
traditions which they altered or adjusted to
suit themselves. Old Judaism was dead.
Fritz Rienecker, whose Greek studies were
a great help to me as a student, says in his
commentary on this passage that the hatred
of non-Jews by the Jews in Christ’'s day was
‘grauenhaft’ (horrible).® Yet in God’s plans for
His Goy, there was no such horrible distinction.

Jesus’ use of the terms ‘Jew’ and ‘Gentile’
Thus, Jesus used the new connotations of the
terms ‘Jew’ and ‘Gentile’ wisely and cautiously
at first so as not to offend His own people. He
gradually revealed who the true Holy Goy really
were as it was clear that the ‘national’ Jews had
no longer an interest in the Messiah revealed
in their Scriptures. The opening chapters of the
New Testament gospels, however, show that
there was still a believing remnant amongst
the Jews at the time of Christ.” Jesus called
out twelve of them to be taught and teach
others. So great was the prejudice of the
national Jews that Jesus trod very warily and
wisely to give them no cause for complaint,
although complaints came from those, as
usual, who had no eyes to see or ears to hear.
Jeremiah tells of those who were circumcised
in the body having uncircumcised ears so
they could not hearken.® Indeed, Christ even
used the contemporary Jewish distinction to
test the true faith of His hearers as in the case
of the Syro-Phoenician woman. We note that
His measuring rod was not to declare who the
Jews as a people were but who was a member
of the true House of Israel. This House, and
that of Judah, according to the Old Testament
Prophets and the writers of the Books of the
New Testament,® was given the New Covenant
which both Testaments see as belonging to a
holy remnant of Jews and Gentiles whom God
called His ‘Goy.’

It is difficult to find an exact time sequence
in Christ's approach to non-Jews, yet, we
find Him referring to them and their needs in
general from the start of His ministry, preparing
His hearers for the fact that He would also
bring in flocks from other folds.

6 Das Evangelium des Matthdus, p. 96, Verlag R.
Brockhaus, 1953.

7 Such as Elizabeth and Zacharias mentioned in Luke 1,
and Simeon and Anna mentioned in Luke 2.

8 Jeremiah 6:10.

9 See for instance, Hebrews 8:8.
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JESUS AND THE GENTILES

The faith of the Roman Centurion

One of the most informative cases of Non-
Jewish, Christian belief is the case of the
Centurion from Capernaum who respected
the true Jewish faith shown by his building a
synagogue for them. The Jewish delegation
which spoke up for him said, ‘he loves our
nation’. This Roman commander of 100 soldiers
asked Christ to heal his grievously ill servant,
knowing in faith that He could and would. The
account is found in Matthew 8:5-13 and Luke
7:1-10. Of the Centurion, Christ says. ‘| have
not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. Then
Christ takes His hearers back to the Covenant
with Abraham and says: ‘And | say unto you,
That many shall come from the east and west,
and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac,
and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven’.

These are the true children of the Covenant,
world-wide. In a former essay in this series, |
have pointed out that there are two sides to
the Covenant of Grace. Those given to believe
it, accept it. Those given to disbelieve it, reject
it. So, Christ, after praising the faith of a non-
Jew, a faith greater than that which He finds in
Israel, goes on to say: ‘But the children of the
kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness:
There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth’.

So, we see the two functions of the New
Covenant, as given to Jeremiah, were always
to knock down and build up. We read in
Jeremiah’s calling by God to preach the
Covenant in Chapter 1:10, that God had set
him up above the nations and kingdoms: ‘To
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root out, to pull down and to destroy, to throw
down, to build and to plant’. This is the work of
the true Covenant of Grace and that of a true
gospel preacher. Either we are saved by God’s
grace or lost through our rejection of it.

The man called Legion

A very different kind of non-Jew who was
raised in the Decapolis cities of mainly non-
Jewish occupants, was the Gadarene man
possessed with so many unclean spirits that
he was nick-named Legion. His story is related
in Mark 5:1-20 and Luke 8:26-39. When this
poor castaway saw Jesus, he ran to Him and
worshipped Him. Perhaps his plague had been
his own sin and now he saw Christ and knew
Him as his Redeemer. This knowledge did not
please him at first according to Luke but, as
soon as he was healed, the man became one
of the first non-Jews to preach the gospel to
his fellow men. Now both sides of Lake Galilee
knew that Jesus had come to make two folds
one.

The ten lepers

Jesus demonstrates clearly in the gospel
that He has not merely come to seek out the
prominent Gentiles who were well in mind
and body but also those of an unclean body
as well as an unclean mind. Here, the story
of the ten lepers, told in Luke 17:11-19 is a
fitting example. Of the ten lepers cleansed
only one gave the glory to God and returned
and worshipped Christ. He was a Samaritan,
looked down on as a pagan by the Jews, but
Christ told him ‘Arise, go thy way. Thy faith
hath made thee whole’. The nine Jews had no
praise for God but the ‘stranger’ had proved
he was of God’s Holy Goy. Now the leading
Jews pressed Jesus to give them a sign that
the Kingdom of God had come. The Lord said
that the kingdom of God was within its citizens
but when the outward sign would come that
the Jews wanted, it would mean their perdition.
Again, the Lord uses the Old Testament, this
time the case of Noah, to back up His point.
This is, again, how the gospel Covenant works
through both Testaments.

The woman of Samaria

Here, Jesus broke with a then contemporary
Jewish practice which was quite out of keeping
with traditional Judaism as we see in the case
of the widow at Sarepta. The Lord approached
a Samaritan woman and spoke with her. For
this he was even rebuked by His disciples who
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had still much to learn. We find the story in
John 4:5-42. The Samaritans were despised
by the Jews because they rejected Jerusalem
with all its politics and their temple was at Mt.
Gerizim not Jerusalem. The Samaritan woman
refers to this in verse 20. The Samaritans
maintained that the Jewish religion had been
radically altered by High Priest Eli and his
two sons Hophni and Phinehas. They were
not exiled like the Jerusalem Jews, who, on
their return, accused the Samaritans of having
mixed with other peoples in their absence.
The Samaritans, who had not been placed
under Babylonian indoctrination, accused
those returning from exile of bringing false
teaching back and altering the Scriptures.
The Samaritans, however, only recognised
the Torah or Pentateuch as God’s Word.™
The main differences in their version are in
the place names, so Christ told the woman in
verse 21 that places have nothing to do with
a right faith which is a spiritual matter and
not one of geography. The more important
thing was that this woman looked for Christ to
explain all things and He saw that the harvest
was ripe and began to reap. We are told that
Jesus witnessed to this willing people and
‘many believed'.

Elias and the non-Jews

This story, recorded in Luke 4:25-27 shows
how God was at work saving non-Jews
during the time of Elias. Here, Jesus picks out
Sarepta, the widow in Sidon and Naaman the
Syrian. This true, historical fact, we are told,
caused the false Jews in the synagogue to
be so overcome by anger that they tried to kill
Jesus before His time. Of course, here their
evil intentions were thwarted by the Lord.
The idea that Jesus could save the non-dews
according to the Scriptures was anathema to
their ears as they had abandoned God’s Word
for their traditions of men.

The Syro-Phoenician woman

One of the most intriguing accounts of Christ’s
dealings with the non-dews is that of the
faith shown by the Syro-Phoenician woman
described in Mark 7:25-30 and Matthew 15:21-
29. Most commentators on these passages
wonder whether Jesus is teasing the good lady
or testing her faith. Matthew calls this woman
who lived in a non-Jewish area, a Canaanite.
This mixture of peoples constituted the original

10 The five books of Moses.
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dwellers in the Promise Land before the
settlement of the Children of Israel but they
also held great territories outside that area. The
Canaanite-Phoenician script was taken over by
the Children of Israel and much of their culture.
The inhabitants of Canaan were often called
‘Habiru’ or ‘Habiri,” being translated variously
as ‘brigands’ or ‘merchants.” They were of a
multi-racial and multi-cultural background.
Their name seems to have been shortened to
Hibri, a people whom modern Israel claims to
have been their original ancestors. They argue
that ‘Hebrew’ has developed from ‘Hibri.” It is
an oddity of history that the Children of Israel
theoretically did not allow Canaanites to escape
with their lives but modern Israel say they are
descended from the original inhabitants of
Canaan which the Children of Israel spared. In
other words, they claim to be the descendants
of the enemies of the Children of Israel. Jesus
treated this chosen Canaanite woman, once
the deadly foe of the Jews, with the gift of faith.

Jesus had gone into a non-Jewish area
so was obviously seeking out non-Jews. Tyre
and Sidon had a semi-independent rule under
Greek and Roman oversight and allowed
the Jews special privileges of asylum in pre-
Christian years. Perhaps Jesus is referring to
this fact when he says, ‘Let the children first
be filled’, thus referring to privileges given the
Jews in this non-Jewish area. What is important
here, however, is not the traditions and politics
of this area but the faith of the Syro-Phoenician
woman that Christ was drawing out.

In Mark's foreword to the event, He
quotes Isaiah on the practice of unbelieving
Jews, even then, of rejecting saving doctrine
and turning to the commandments of men.
They followed what became known as the
‘traditions of the Elders’ which were based on
a misunderstanding of the Law and had no
basis in God’s Covenant history of salvation.
Knowing that Christ, a Jew, was first called to
those who bore the name of Jews, the Syro-
Phoenician humbled herself in faith and told
Jesus that even the dogs under the Jewish
table received the food given to the Jews.
This response, was just what Jesus was
waiting for as a personal testimony of great
faith, demonstrating, too why the Lord visited
this non-Jewish area, thus fulfilling Christ’'s
Messianic claim recorded in John 10:16: ‘And
other sheep | have, which are not of this fold:
them also | must bring, and they shall hear
my voice; and there shall be one fold and one
shepherd’.

NEW FOCUS PRINTABLE EDITION OCTOBER 2025



New Focus Church Online

That the purpose of God according to election might stand

Go to YouTube and
type in New Focus
Church Online

ew Focus Church is an online
fellowship of believers who
love the doctrines of free grace

but perhaps struggle to find local gospel
ministry, or a regular opportunity to
share with likeminded believers around
the Word of God. During the Covid-
lockdowns we realised there were people
for whom access to sovereign grace
preaching was difficult. We hope that New
Focus Church will help meet that need.

Our online congregation meets each
Lord’s day at 5:30 pm in the UK on the
church’s YouTube channel ...

New Focus Church Online

... and you are welcome to join us from
anywhere in the world for a time of
worship, ministry and prayer, privately in
your own home, or together with friends
and family.

Our worship is serious, thoughtful
and recognises the majesty of the One
whom we gather to worship and praise.
We believe that lifting up the Lord Jesus
Christ in gospel preaching is the essence
of the church’s worship and continuing
purpose in this world. All our services are
conducted using the KJV of the Bible.

New Focus Church Online YouTube channel

In addition to our broadcasts we

have a church website where notices
concerning forthcoming services can
be found. There is an introduction to
the passage being preached and a note
of hymns to be used in the service.
There are also links to past services
and other resources visitors might find
useful. Our website address is:

NewFocus.Church

(There is no .com or .co.uk at the end)

We also value the great privilege
and opportunity broadcasting on
YouTube provides for reaching casual
listeners worldwide who may be
unfamiliar with church-going and who
discover our services, dare we say,
accidentally. We trust the Lord may
be pleased in His good providence to
introduce the gospel of sovereign grace
to new hearers by this means.

Come and join us on Sunday, or
if you know someone who can’t get
to church or just needs some extra
fellowship, send them our link. Pray
with us that the Lord will use these
services to send His gospel to a new
generation of people and that the old
paths may yet lead men and women to
a knowledge of Jesus Christ as Lord
and Saviour.

Service times in different time zones are available on the
NewFocus.Church website on the Upcoming Service page.

“What time is that where I am?”



